
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMBER TO AWARD AREA 

EXCELLENCE FEBRUARY 11 

 

   The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual Awards Dinner will be 

held on Wednesday, February 11

th 

at the Eldorado Golf Course Banquet 

Center, 3750 W. Howell Road in Mason.  Honorees include 2009 Citizen of the 

Year Lee Talboys, Excellence in Education winner David Jones, Excellence in 

Business winner Ware’s Pharmacy, President’s Award winner Pat Weiler of 

Dart Container Corporation, Special Recognition winner Len Stuttman of 

the Mason Rotary Club, and Special Recognition winner Friends of the 

Mason Library.  Social hour is at 5:30 p.m.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.   

   The event is generously sponsored 

and presented by Mason’s Ace 

Hardware and awards are sponsored 

by Dart Container Corporation, Mason Optimist Club, Mason Rotary 

Club, Bestseller’s Books & Coffee Co. and other Chamber members.  Prepaid 

reservations for the dinner are $35 per person, with advance reservation only by 

January 30

th

. Contact the Chamber office at (517) 676-1046 or 

masonchamber@masonchamber.org. 

 

 

PREVIEW MIXER FUN AND GAMES 

AT NEXT GOOD MORNING, MASON!  

 

   Since 1996, the Chamber has held seventy-eight 

consecutive “Good Morning Mason!” news and networking 

programs every other month.  These take place at the 

Ingham County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. 

Ash Street in Mason, usually at 7:15 AM on the last 

Thursday of those months.  They are organized by members 

of the Chamber’s Ambassadors committee and others.  Join us on Thursday, 

February 26

th

 for our next Good Morning, Mason! to preview our “Fun & 

Games” Mixer coming on March 19

th

. 

   If you’ve never attended before, here’s what happens: community leaders like 

you gather to do informal networking and enjoy a continental breakfast catered 

by Darrell’s Market and Bestsellers Books & Coffee Co.  After a while, 

attendees sit to hear two-minute reports on up to ten topics of interest. New 

business and housing developments, local services, and community economic 

needs are often highlighted.  Occasionally, more time is given to certain topics. 

   Sponsored and supported by Dart Bank since the very beginning, Good 

Morning Mason! is also the Chamber’s most popular networking event.     

Attendees have the opportunity to meet and greet each other before they sit 

down to hear the news snippets.  Often, those new to GMM introduce 

themselves as part of the program in case they missed meeting anyone earlier. 

Often, a single co-sponsor reserves a five-minute segment to discuss their own 

business’s products and services, such as Tax Returns Unlimited will do at 

the February GMM.  Please plan to meet for news and networking on Thursday 

morning, February 26

th

 at a special 7:00 AM time with a special full breakfast 

courtesy of our co-sponsor Tax Returns Unlimited and the Mason A&W. 
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MACC Member Mixer 

Thursday, March 19

th

  

from 5 to 8 PM at the  

Masonic Center,  

840 E. Columbia.   

Admission: 

$5 members 

and $7 nonmembers 

includes fun, food,  

and beverages. 

 

 

 

Enter our Euchre  

Tournament, Board Game  

Play, or Carnival Contests!  

 



NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS: 

 

 

The Mason Area Historical Society will hold its 

annual Antique Show on Saturday, February 21

st

 

from 10 AM to 5 PM and again on Sunday, February 

22

nd

 from 10 AM to 4 PM.  The show will be at the 

Cobblestone Events Center at 205 Mason Street in Mason’s 

Cobblestone Village next to the Mason Antiques District.  This is 

the fifth year for this special show featuring a quality selection of 

antique furniture, china, glass, jewelry, pottery, toys, country, and 

linens – a nice variety of merchandise.  Admission is $3. For show 

information, contact coordinator Sandra Pier at (517) 244-0620. 

 

Mark Jacobsen of Communication Freedom LLC announces that 

they have new voice communication service offering for area 

businesses and organizations.  The addition gives them a more 

complete package of hosted voice and data solutions for small 

businesses including: phone systems, contact management, hosted 

email and document 

management, as well as remote 

data backup. Their “Digital 

DNA” offering offers you the freedom to focus on your business -- 

not your IT systems. Call (517.743.4133) or contact them online at 

communicationfreedom.com to see how they can help make your 

business more efficient, focused, and probably even save you some 

money. 

 

Susan Pigg of the Ingham County Economic Development 

Corporation will share marketing basics and examples at an 

interactive workshop for agricultural businesses called 

“Simplifying IT for your Agricultural Business.”  It will be held on 

Thursday, February 5 from 6 to 9 PM at the Vevay Township Hall, 

780 S. Eden Road, just south of Mason.    Cost is $15, with a light 

supper included.  Advance registration required.  Call Connie at 

676-7207 or email to cvernon@ingham.org.  There are a growing 

number of reasons why an agricultural business needs a web 

presence.  Learn more about marketing your agriculture–related 

business on the web at this interactive workshop event from 

Ingham County MSU Extension and Vevay Township.  Steve 

Tennes will show his Country Mill Orchard site and introduce 

Michigan Farm Markets and Agri-Tourism Association. Ron 

Rademacher of Michiganwebs.com will share how to assure your 

site is found.  Dan Hudson, Ingham/Livingston County Agriculture 

Educator will show how to find a business—find a market—get 

linked to the food supply. 

 

The 19th annual “WALK for WARMTH” will be 

Saturday, February 28

th

 at Capital Area Community 

Services office at 407 N. Cedar in Mason.  This 

effort raises funds for utility assistance.  Make a call 

for a pledge sheet to 676-1065.  Their slogan is: Hearts and Feet 

providing HEAT! 

 

Mason’s Knights of Columbus will hold their 

annual St. James Fish Fry on Fridays from 

February 6

th

 through April 3

rd

 at 1010 S. 

Lansing Street, Mason from 4:30 to 7 PM.  

Takeout dinners are available.  Dinner options 

are: All You Can Eat Fish or Shrimp $10; All 

You Can Eat Fish and Shrimp $12; “One Time 

Through” Fish or Shrimp at $9 Adults, $8 Seniors, and $4 Kids (12 

& under). 

 

 

 

Two years ago, the child of an associate at Kean’s Store 

Company here in Mason received a scholarship from the Michigan 

Retailers Association (MRA).  MRA is now announcing its 

scholarship competition for the 2009-10 school year.  To be 

eligible, the student or his/her parent must be employed at a 

business that is a member of MRA.  Students may call MRA at 1-

800-366-3699 for an application, or they may apply online through 

MRA’s website at www.retailers.com (the access code is MIRA).  

Applications must be requested by mid-March and submitted by 

April 1.  

 

Mason men are cooking pancake breakfast the 

first Sunday of every month at the Masonic 

Center at 840 East Columbia Street (corner of 

Temple & Columbia) from 8 AM to 1 PM.  Cost 

is $6 for adults, $3 for children 3-10, free for 

children 2 and under.  They serve pancakes, 

scrambled eggs, hash browns, sausage, bacon, milk, juice and 

coffee.  The next one is February 1

st

.   

 

State Representative Barb Byrum is 

inviting local high school seniors to apply 

for a scholarship she is offering. She will 

award two $500 scholarships to local high 

school students who plan to pursue a college 

degree or training in a trade.  "Ensuring that 

our children get the best education is 

essential to their success," Barb Byrum 

says. "Our children's future, and the future 

of Michigan, both hinge on our kids getting 

a high-quality education. An investment in our students is an 

investment in our future, and I am honored to make that 

investment."  All high school seniors who live in House District 67 

are eligible to apply and can do so by submitting an essay of up to 

750 words describing their favorite book or the book that has had 

the largest impact on their lives. Entries can be submitted through 

the student's high school counseling office, or sent directly to Barb 

Byrum's office. Essays must be received by 5:00 p.m. on March 

27, 2009. The winners will be chosen by a panel of reviewers. Each 

winner will receive the scholarship check at an event with 

Representative Byrum.  Additional details and participation 

guidelines may be obtained from school guidance counselors or by 

contacting Representative Barb Byrum’s office at (517) 373-

0587 or via e-mail at barbbyrum@house.mi.gov.  

 

Mason’s Coventry Players recently 

elected officers.  Kris Hummel is 

president, Joe Dean is vice president, 

Joy Berry is secretary, Phyllis Baisch is 

treasurer, Diane Kennedy is publicity 

chair, and Shirley Richards is past 

president.  Their next production will 

be “You Have the Right to Remain 

Dead” by Pat Cook in late April.  

Auditions are scheduled to take place 

about Friday, February 20

th

. Check in 

the “Mason in Motion” UPDATE that 

will be e-mailed on February 16

th

 for 

more details.  By the way, if you don’t get the e-mail update, send 

your e-mail address to masonchamber@masonchamber.org and 

we’ll put you on the list!   
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The Small Business & Technical Development Center 

at Lansing Community College (MI-SBTDC Region 8) 

has announced its Spring Schedule of seminars.  To 

register for paid seminars please call the Business & 

Community Institute at (517) 483-9853.  To register 

for free seminars please call MI-SBTDC at (517) 483-

1921, Monday - Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM. For 

details on each of the offerings, go to the 

www.misbtdc.org website.   

January 2009 

1/28 - Business Basics 

Cost - FREE 

February 2009 

2/11- Business Basics 

2/18 - Evening with the Experts 

2/25 - Business Basics 

Cost - FREE 

March 2009 

3/10- How to Finance Your Business 

3/18- Business Basics 

3/26- Entrepreneurial Series: Business Start-up 1-2-3 

Cost - FREE 

April 2009 

4/1- Business Basics 

4/14- Fiscal Fitness 

4/15- Business Basics 

Cost - FREE 

May 2009 

5/7 - Financials with QuickBooks:  

Introductory level, Cost: $125 per person or $225 for 2 

people from the same organization 

5/21 - Financials with QuickBooks: Advanced Level 

Cost: $125 per person or $225 for 2 people from the same 

organization 

 

SBTDC seminars are reimbursable to all eligible 

veterans. To check eligibility status, contact Josie 

Adams with the Veterans Affairs Office at Lansing 

Community College at (517) 483-1200.  To avoid 

cancellation of seminar please register at least one 

week prior to event date. Please register as early as 

possible, seating is limited.   

 

 

IVAN KERR SPEAKS AT EAA 

 

At a recent general membership 

meeting of EAA Chapter 55 they 

had 39 members present and one 

guest.  Their special speaker was 

Ivan Kerr of Kerr Hardware, a 

local balloonist, who, according to 

those in attendance, gave the local 

group a very interesting talk about 

hot air ballooning in addition to 

showing an excellent video on the 

subject.  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME ONE NEW MEMBER 

AND WELCOME BACK ANOTHER  

 

Please welcome the following new Chamber member:   

 

SPARROW HOME HEALTH CARE & HOSPICE 

Sparrow Home Care 

2909 E. Grand River  

Lansing, MI  48912 

Phone: (517) 364-8600 

www.sparrow.org/homecare 

 

Sparrow Hospice Services 

1210 W. Saginaw Street 

Lansing, MI  48915 

Phone: (517) 364-7200 

www.sparrow.org/hospice 

 

Sparrow Home Care & Hospice Services are now in their 25

th

 year providing 

medical care to the mid-Michigan community and are part of the non-profit Sparrow 

Health System. 

 

.. and welcome back a returning Chamber member: 

 

BRANSON BAY GOLF COURSE 

  

215 Branson Bay Drive  

Mason, MI  48854-8522 

Phone: (517) 663-4144  

Fax: (517) 663-4915  

www.bransonbay.com 

Steve Ramey, Owner  

steve@chisholmhillsgolfclub.com 

 

MORE MASON MEMBER INFO: 

 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7309 will hold their 

ninth annual Chili Challenge on Saturday, February 21

st

 

from 1 to 6 PM at the VFW Hall, 1243 Hull Road, just 

south of Mason.  Admission is free, but you pay for the 

chili and beverages.  Call (517) 676-3181 for more information. 

 

The Mason Area Entrepreneurs Club believes that as a Mason area 

business owner or manager, you relate well to others who are also 

running a business.  Brian Tort of Central Solutions, Inc., 

president of the club, thinks that you can “also relate to people who 

are thinking of starting a small business in the Mason area.”  Are 

you willing to share your expertise with those who ask for it?  If so, 

you can help new entrepreneurs realize that being on your own 

doesn’t mean you have to be alone.  You can mentor other area 

entrepreneurs by answering their questions about running a 

business.   The format of their seventh meeting is again a guided 

group discussion.  It is an open sharing session on questions that 

are of interest to entrepreneurs. The meeting runs from 6:00 to 8:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, February 18

th

 at Mason’s City Hall 

Community Room (enter in the back door), and just go down the 

stairs, at 201 W. Ash Street.  The session is free and snacks and 

beverages are provided by sponsors. No one may actively solicit at 

the meeting.  There are no dues or cost to attend.  Tom Watson of 

Tax Returns Unlimited, Inc. will informally discuss “tax tips for 

new businesses” followed by networking and the guided group 

discussion.   
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 Doug Klein ….. Executive Director 

Bonnie Root …..  Administrative Assistant 

Aleasha Wood …..  Program Assistant 

 

 

  

        2009 Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neil Kentner ................................................................................................... President 

  Wynsmoor Manor 

Michelle Carpenter................................................................................ Vice-President 

 Dart Bank 

Robin King-Fuller ..........................................................................................Treasurer 

 Independent Bank 

Jeff Haueter ............................................................................................ Past President 

 Mason A&W Restaurant 

 

Tom Botsford................................................................................EAA Chapter 55 

Joe Dean .....................................................................................Coventry Players 

Lance Delbridge .................................................................Mason Public Schools 

Aaron Fiedler..................................................................Fiedler Insurance Agency 

Kim Gorrell ................................................ B-Dry System of S. Central Michigan 

Chris Iott...........................................................................................Ace Hardware 

Robin Manno............................................................Dart Container Corporation 

Ron Tatro......................................................................Mason Orchestral Society 

Bob Warnke...............................................................................Mason State Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          148 E. Ash Street 

                 Mason, Michigan  48854 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

MASON, MI 

48854 

PERMIT NO. 42 

4                                                                            MASON in Motion FEBRUARY 2009 

 

MASON SYMPHONY & MASON PHILHARMONIC ANNOUNCE CONCERT 

 

 

   The Mason Orchestral Society announces their annual Brian Arnold Scholarship Concert. The  

Mason  Symphony  and  Mason  Philharmonic will perform on  Sunday, March 1, 2009  at  the 

South Lansing Christian Church, 6300 Aurelius Rd., Lansing.  The concert will begin at 2:30 P.M. 

   Enjoy an afternoon of orchestral music as they perform selections from Mahler Liener eines fahrenden Gasellen with 

guest soloist Mark Davies, Mussorgsky Intermezzo, Borodin In the Steppes of Central Asia, under the direction of Beau 

Benson, Music Director/Conductor of the Mason Symphony.  The concert will conclude with a combined performance 

of, Sibelius Second Symphony Fourth Movement under the direction of David Schultz, Music Director/Conductor of the 

Mason Philharmonic. 

   This concert is the annual fundraiser for the Mason Orchestral Society.  At the conclusion of the concert a light 

luncheon will be served at $3.00 per plate.  The MOS goal is to raise $1000 so they can award at least three music 

scholarships to deserving youth members of the MOS.  Learn more at the www.masonorchestras.org website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Spring Fling in 

Mason, Michigan 

Hometown U.S.A. 
TNL Mason Area Idol Kickoff Mixer: 

Thursday, April 30, Mason State 

Bank 5K: Friday, May 1, 

Courthouse Show: Saturday, May 2  

 

Mason’s 26

th

 annual “Spring Fling” 2009 weekend has a 

wide variety of community events and programs that are 

put on by a number of groups.  The two major events are 

the Mason State Bank 5K on the evening of Friday, May 

1st and the Courthouse Show during the day on Saturday, 

May 2

nd

. The 5K benefits our Mason Public Schools 

Foundation and this popular run is having its 21

st

 

anniversary this year.  The outdoor show on Saturday is 

held around the Ingham County Courthouse in downtown 

Mason and is held rain or shine.  Show hours are 9 AM to 

4:30 PM.  To participate in Spring Fling as a sponsor, 

complete the form on this page, make your check payable 

to MACC and mail it to us right away! 

 

 

 

 

 

BUY LOCALLY- KEEP YOUR PROMOTIONS LOCAL   ! 

 

 

 

 

26

th

 Annual 

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

148 E. Ash Street  -  Mason, MI  48854 

Phone: (517) 676-1046  -  Fax: (517) 676-8504 

masonchamber@masonchamber.org 

www.masonchamber.org 

            

Please reserve this $300 sponsorship for us:         

 March 19

th

 “Fun & Games” Mixer  

 Presenting Sponsor (1 available) 

Please reserve this $100 sponsorship 

for us:  March 19

th

 “Fun & Games” Mixer  

         Supporting Sponsor (3 available) 

 

Please reserve this $300 sponsorship for us:         

 Thursday Mixer Presenting Sponsor 

 Friday 5K Race Sponsor (paid to MSB 5K) 

 Saturday Entertainment Sponsor 

 Saturday Special Event Sponsor 

Please reserve this $100 sponsorship for us:         

 Thursday Mixer Supporting Sponsor 

 Kid’s Corral Sponsor 

 East Market Sponsor 

 Artisan’s Row Sponsor 

 Community Corner Sponsor 

 

CONTACT NAME: 

____________________________________ 

 

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:  

____________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:  

____________________________________ 

 

CITY: _______________________________   

 

STATE:  __________   ZIP:  _____________ 

 

PHONE:  ____________________________  

 

FAX:  _______________________________ 

 

E-MAIL: _____________________________ 

FUN & GAMES!      MACC Member Mixer 

Thursday, March 19

th

 from 5 to 8 PM at the Masonic Center, 840 E. Columbia.  

Admission: $5 members and $7 nonmembers includes fun, food, and beverages. 

 

 

Enter our Euchre Tournament, Board Game Play, or Carnival Contests! 

 

 

ANOTHER GREAT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY! 


