
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 MASON AREA CHAMBER 

AWARD WINNERS SELECTED 

 

   Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes excellence in 

the Mason area at our annual Awards Dinner. Awards are presented for Citizen 

of the Year, Excellence in Education, Excellence in Business, President’s 

Award, and Special Recognition. The Chamber's 2009 Annual Awards Dinner 

will be held the evening of Wednesday, 

February 11, 2009 at the Eldorado Golf 

Course Banquet Center at 3750 W. 

Howell Road. Approximately 185 people 

attend the event to honor those awarded.  

This year, the following awards will be 

given to deserving businesses, groups, and 

individuals:  

   Lee Talboys is selected as the Mason 

Area Chamber of Commerce’s 2009 

Citizen of the Year. This annual award 

recognizes individuals who have made 

significant contributions to the community 

over several years through their caring and 

concern.  A member of prominent local organizations, such as the Mason 

Optimist Club and the Masonic Lodge #70 F&AM, for a number of years he 

operated Coventry Inn, a supper club located just northwest of Mason.  More 

importantly, Lee Talboys has been generously lending his time and talent, 

musical and otherwise, to many area organizations for many years.  That talent 

is considerable, and has grown through the years from his first paying “gig” at 

age 12 in 1942 to today’s “gigs” -- at the many local churches, nursing homes, 

fairs, and other groups for which he still performs.  His musical career also 

included tours with the Harlem Globetrotters, national television, and many 

recordings.  Lee Talboys enjoys playing all kinds of music, including big band, 

country, Latin, ballads, swing, and much more. 

   Ware’s Pharmacy is selected for 

the Mason Area Chamber’s 2009 

Excellence in Business award. This 

award is presented to a business for 

innovation, risk and growth that 

represents the entrepreneurial spirit 

of business development.  Starting back in 1935 with D. Lee Ware and Bud 

Swinehart, Ware’s has a long history of service to the Mason area.  Lee Ware’s 

three sons Ed, Bob, and Harold became registered 

pharmacists and joined the firm between 1945 and 1963.  

Bob Ware was named the MACC Citizen of the Year in 

2004. Lee’s grandson and Bob’s son Steve Ware is also a 

registered pharmacist and is the current owner and operator 

of Ware’s Pharmacy.  The store recently expanded into the 

storefront next door to better serve the needs of its 

customers.  Interestingly enough, the Chamber once had an 

office in that same storefront in the late 1970’s. 

(continued on page 2) 
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NEW 2009 MACC 

OFFICERS NAMED 

 

The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

will have several new officers this year.  

Neil Kentner of Wynsmoor Manor will 

be president, Michelle Carpenter of Dart 

Bank will be vice-president, Robin King-

Fuller of Independent Bank will 

continue as treasurer, and Jeff Haueter of 

Mason A&W Restaurant will be past 

president.  These four officers are all 

chamber board members and make up the 

executive committee of the chamber.  The 

2009 Mason Area Chamber Board elected 

these officers at their December 5, 2008 

meeting for a one-year term that begins 

January 1, 2009 and ends December 31, 

2009. 



MACC TO CELEBRATE 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

 

 

   David Jones of Mason High School is selected as the 

recipient of the Mason Area Chamber’s 2009 Excellence in 

Education award. This award recognizes an educator who best 

exemplifies the qualities that inspire students to learn and 

value education.   

   David Jones has been teaching science and math to students 

in Mason since 1992 and has never compromised in his efforts 

to fully devote himself to his students learning.  He sets 

extremely high academic and personal standards for his 

students.  He expects the best, plans for the best, and 

challenges students to be their best.  He is always looking for 

another method or tool to help students understand concepts.    

   He is very creative, his classroom is very active and his 

lessons are rigorous and relevant to students. Students walk 

away with a deeper understanding of the content, yet embrace 

the learning because it is relevant and applicable.  In addition 

to the classroom, David Jones invests countless hours in the 

lives of students while supervising extra-curricular activities 

and coaching boys JV football in the fall and girls track in the 

spring. 

   Pat Weiler of Dart Container 

Corporation is selected to receive the 

2009 MACC President’s Award. This 

award recognizes the contributions made 

by an individual to the Mason Area 

Chamber’s goals this past year and in 

recent years.  A long-time member of the 

Chamber’s Ambassadors Committee, Pat 

Weiler has actively assisted nearly all of 

the Chamber’s mixers, parties, and special events for many 

years.  Regarding her work with other volunteer leaders at the 

Chamber, she says it is "one of the most interesting and 

worthwhile ways to give back to your community.” She has 

also served for 22 years with the Girl Scouts of America as a 

leader, trainer, advisory board, various chairs of committees, 

and Day Camp Director.  She has been on the United Way 

Board, the Advisory Committee at the Capital Area Career 

Center,   Angel  House  Board,  Literacy Coalition Fundraiser, 

and has been involved with the American Cancer Society's 

Relay for Life for seven years. 

   The Friends of the Mason 

Library is selected for one of the 

Chamber’s 2009 Special 

Recognition awards in appreciation 

for their leadership in supporting 

learning and growth in our Mason 

area community. In the years since they were first founded to 

support our local library, the Friends have found many ways 

to raise money for the Library’s projects.  Best known for 

selling used books, the Friends have also held art and plant 

sales.  The needs and preferences regarding a new library 

facility in Mason were discovered through research supported 

by the Friends.  Many in the community deeply appreciate 

their continuing efforts. 

   Len Stuttman of the Mason Rotary Club is selected for the 

other 2009 Special Recognition award in appreciation for his 

leadership and active assistance in supporting so many 

community events and activities in the Mason area.  A 

longtime Mason Rotary Club member, his projects on behalf 

of international understanding and his support of Rotary 

fundraisers to make those efforts possible have been 

numerous. Len Stuttman and his wife Irene owned and 

operated a soybean roasting and milling operation in Mason 

for many years. But outside of Mason, Len Stuttman is also 

known for this 1960’s TV show and his run for the state 

senate in 1970. 

 

    The MACC Awards Dinner is 

generously supported a sponsored 

by a select number of Chamber 

members.  Individual and group 

awards are sponsored by many 

other Chamber members. See the 

February “Mason in Motion” newsletter for a listing of our 

fine sponsors.  As part of the event, recognition is also given 

to retiring Chamber Board members and the immediate past 

president. Prepaid dinner reservations are $35 per person.  

Since only a limited number of places are available, people 

are advised to send their checks well before the January 30 

deadline.  Credit card prepaid reservations are taken by phone 

at (517) 676-1046.  
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Mailed to over 400 key business decision-makers, advertising in the “Mason in Motion” newsletter 

provides a low-cost hassle-free direct mail option for business-to-business promotion and marketing. 

   

   While display ads like this one are available in this newsletter, most businesses and organizations  

   choose to do an 8 ½ by 11 inch insert provided by you and that allows up to 3 non-competing  

   members to participate at once. Your insert can educate members, stakeholders, and volunteers  

   about your business, include coupons, promote a sale or event, etc. 

  

   Your own business or organization can be included in the next newsletter by following these steps: 

1) Fax a copy of what you want to the Chamber at 517-676-8504 or E-mail to  

masonchamber@masonchamber.org for confirmation of your placement 

2) Send $100 payment to guarantee inclusion in the next newsletter mailing 

     3) Drop off or mail 440 copies of your insert to the Chamber by the 20

th

 of the month. 

 

For more information, please contact Doug Klein at (517) 676-1046 or E-mail dougklein@masonchamber.org 


