
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MACC HORSE SHOW IN 37

th

 YEAR 

 

   For the 37

th

 consecutive year, the 

Chamber will sponsor the Arabian Horse 

Show on June 5, 6, and 7 at the Ingham 

County Fairgrounds.  This is our longest-

running Chamber special event. Cathy 

Groce of Horse Show Solutions and Cathy 

E. Groce Appraisals, our Horse Show 

Manager, expects over 150 horses, their 

owners, and trainers from throughout the 

Midwest to converge on Mason to take part 

in the show.   

   Participants hope to earn points to qualify 

for the National Arabian Horse Show finals 

later this year.  For three days, a large group 

of professional horse show staff, ranging 

from the judge to the blacksmith, will play their expert parts.  We also have a 

number of Chamber volunteers to assist Cathy for the weekend, organized by 

Chris Iott of Ace Hardware.  Kim Gorrell of B-Dry Systems is our “camping 

manager” volunteer.  If you want to help them out, contact the Chamber office 

and we’ll find a job for you, too! 

 

 

FOAM CUP RECYCLING INFO AT 

JUNE 25 GOOD MORNING MASON 

 

   Since 1996, the Chamber has held over eighty consecutive “Good Morning 

Mason!” news and networking programs every other month.  These take place 

at the Ingham County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street 

in Mason at 7:15 AM on the last Thursdays of February, April, June, August, 

October and the second Thursday of December.  They are organized by 

members of the Chamber’s Ambassadors committee.  Join us for our next Good 

Morning, Mason on Thursday, June 25! 

   If you’ve never attended before, here’s what happens: community leaders like 

you gather to hear two-minute reports on up to ten topics of interest. 

Businesses, government agencies and community organizations are represented 

by those attending.  New business developments, local services, and 

community economic needs are often highlighted.  Occasionally, more time is 

given to certain hot topics. 

   Sponsored and supported by Dart Bank since the very beginning, Good 

Morning Mason! is also the Chamber’s most popular networking event.  

Attendees have the opportunity to meet and greet each 

other before they sit down to hear the news snippets.  

Those new to GMM introduce themselves as part of the 

program in case they missed meeting anyone earlier. 

Often, a single co-sponsor reserves a five-minute 

segment to discuss their own business’s products and services. This month, 

Dart Container Corporation is the co-sponsor and will discuss their foam 

product recycling programs.  Put a note on your calendar today to meet for 

news and networking at the June 25

th

 Good Morning, Mason! 
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MARY RASMUSSEN EARNS 

2009  MACC SCHOLARSHIP 

 

   Neil Kentner of Wynsmoor Manor, 

president of the Chamber, presented our 

annual scholarship at the Mason High 

School awards ceremony on Wednesday, 

May 13

th

 to Mary Elizabeth Rasmussen.  

Last year, the scholarship was named the 

Agnes “Aggie” Corner scholarship, in honor 

of our very first Mason Citizen of the Year. 

In his remarks, Neil Kentner noted that the 

Chamber tries to “encourage students to be a 

part of serving the community and accept 

responsibility to help others.”       

   Each year, the Chamber awards a $500 

scholarship to a graduating MHS senior who 

during their high school years has freely 

volunteered their services to our community.  

Contributions toward the annual MACC 

scholarship are always welcome. Again this 

year, net proceeds from the MACC Golf 

Classic at Eldorado Golf Course will go 

toward this scholarship fund. 

 



 

THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE 2009 

CONCERTS START WITH MMS 

& MHS JAZZ BANDS MAY 28  

 

    Bring your lawn chairs and blankets to downtown Mason 

on Thursday evening, May 28, and enjoy the sounds of the 

Mason Middle School and Mason High School Jazz Bands 

on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn.  The MMS and 

MHS Jazz Bands, under the direction of Amber McRay, will 

play beginning at 6:00 p.m. in a free concert sponsored by 

Ware’s Pharmacy.   

   That evening, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will 

be kicking off their fifth season of “Thursday 

Night Live!,” a summer series of 

live musical entertainment 

presented by Independent Bank 

on eight select Thursday evenings.  The 

free outdoor concerts take place at 6:00 p.m. 

on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn in 

downtown Mason on May 28, June 11 and 

25, July 9 and 23, August 13 and 27, and 

September 17, weather permitting. 

   The Mason Optimist Club will be selling hot dogs; chips 

and pop nearby, so families can enjoy a picnic dinner during 

the concerts or stop by the restaurants and stores in Mason 

afterwards.  Robin King-Fuller of Independent Bank, chair 

of the committee organizing the concerts, says that “the 

Chamber is hosting Thursday Night Live! again as a way to 

bring more fun and excitement to downtown Mason.”  She is 

happy that most of the past four years’ performers will return 

for encore performances.  “In addition, we’ve scheduled 

some special groups this summer to add even more 

excitement,” she says.   

   Two weeks after the first concert, the Mason Orchestral 

Society will be performing on Thursday, June 11, sponsored 

by Dart Container Corporation. The Thursday, June 25 

concert will feature the local Christian contemporary group 

Bits and Pieces on the Courthouse lawn for an hour of 

musical enjoyment at 6:00 p.m.  A young local rock band 

called Pselsus will play on July 9.  The Sea Cruisers, a 

popular oldies band, will play on July 23.  On Thursday, 

August 13, another local group, the Backwoods Band 

entertains – back for their fifth year. 

   For the August 27 concert on the Courthouse lawn, 

sponsored by the City Limits Sports Grill at the Mason 

Bowling Center, the series will feature the finals of the 

second annual “Mason Area Idol”  that is currently open to 

local entries from those 18 and over who live in the 48854 

and 48819 zip codes.  To enter, participants fill out an entry 

form (available online at www.masonchamber.org and at 

the Chamber office) and submit it with a vocal audition 

cassette tape, CD, or MP3 file (one song) no later than 

Monday, August 3, 2009 to: Mason Area Chamber of 

Commerce, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854.   

   The entertainment series concludes with the Mason High  

 

 

School  Band  on  Thursday,  September 17,   led   by   

Beth Bousfield, MHS Band Director.  The Mason High 

School Cheer Squad will join them in the program, 

sponsored by Dart Container Corporation.  This last 

concert will also mark the beginning of Mason’s “Down 

Home Days” weekend.  All concerts are weather 

permitting. 

 

READY  FOR  INDEPENDENCE                           

DAY  CELEBRATION  JULY  4 

   Don’t go out of town on Saturday, July 4

th

.  Save gas and stick 

around to enjoy a great Independence Day family celebration in 

Mason this year.  Take in the car show from 10 a.m. to before 5 

p.m. in the beautiful setting of Mason’s downtown around the 

Courthouse square hosted by the County Seat Old Car Club.  

Streets downtown are closed to traffic so cars can be on display 

in a relaxed atmosphere for families to view.  The car show 

features over 200 vehicles and oldies music.   

   Chamber member sponsors include Ware’s Pharmacy, Salon 

130, Mason Elevator, Parsons Service, Big Boy, LAFCU, 

Dart Bank, Independent Bank, D&G Equipment, Spartan 

Speedway, Mason Bowling Center, Mason State Bank, Maple 

Street Mall, City Limits Sports Grill, Biggby Coffee, 

Andrews Chevy, Fiedler Insurance Agency, Mason Insurance 

Agency, Ara Bella Salon, Mid-Michigan Snow Equipment, 

Noud & Noud, CP Federal Credit 

Union, Darb’s Tavern & Eatery, 

Kelly Buick, Anne D’Haene 

Insurance Agency, Mason Auto 

Body, and A&W Restaurant.  Food 

and beverages will be available all day 

from vendors and service groups, as 

well as from downtown eateries.   

   Come back after dinner to watch 

mid-Michigan’s only evening July 4

th

 

parade, which is hosted by the 

Chamber.  The open parade steps off at 7:30 p.m. from Mason 

High School and proceeds through the downtown area, goes 

around the Courthouse, and then returns to the school.  The 

parade actually forms much earlier at 6:00 p.m. in the school’s 

south parking lot.  Fireworks begin at dusk at the Ingham 

County Fairgrounds on the east side of Mason. The fireworks 

are hosted by the City of Mason Fire Department.  
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