MASON in Motion

“FUN & GAMES” MIXER IS
ON THURSDAY MARCH 19

The Chamber Ambassadors have planned
another networking event just for you — this
time with a “carnival” theme! Mark your
calendar for Thursday, March 19" when
we’ll have our “Fun & Games” Mixer from
5:00 to 8:00 PM. The mixer will be held in
the Masonic Center Hall, that’s the lower
level of the building that houses both the
Masonic Lodge #70 F&AM and American
Legion Post #148 at 840 E. Columbia Street
in Mason — at the corner of Temple and
Columbia. This Thursday evening mixer has many events and activities
planned, so there will be fun for everyone. Enter our annual MACC Euchre
Tournament, play our carnival games, or just network!

Besides the variety of fun activities, you’ll enjoy door prizes, tasty food from
the Mason A&W, and a selection of beverages. Just $5 admission (or $7 for
nonmembers)! Remember that every employee or associate of a Chamber
member gets in at member price! Doors open at 5:00 PM. You can play and
have a fun evening right here in Mason -- so make sure you don’t miss it!
Check out the flyer enclosed with this newsletter for details on sponsoring the
Member Mixer on March 19" or Spring Fling on May 2™. A few select
sponsorships are still available.

SAVE MONEY WITH RETAP

Retired professionals are available through the Retired Engineer Technical
Assistance Program (RETAP) to assist businesses and institutions in Michigan
with pollution prevention. Each assessor has thirty to forty years of experience
with Michigan industries. Businesses of 500 employees or fewer in the state
and institutions of any size are eligible.

e This program provides confidential and non-regulatory on-site pollution prevention
assessments for Michigan businesses and institutions, free of charge.

e Teams of RETAP professionals review operations for potential waste reduction strategies
and opportunities; including source reduction, reuse, recycling, and energy efficiency.

e  Written, confidential reports identify pollution prevention options and contain specific
recommendations to save money, increase efficiency, reduce need for costly waste disposal
and treatment, reduce liability, and promote a positive public image.

e  All reports are sent directly to the company by the Retired Engineer Technical Assistance
Foundation (RETAF), a nonprofit corporation providing the technical services for the
program. It is staffed by dedicated retired engineers and scientists with extensive industrial
experience in waste reduction and on-site assistance.

e  There is no obligation to implement the recommendations; however, significant cost savings
can be achieved from employing pollution prevention techniques. Follow-up with
companies assisted through RETAP has shown thousands of dollars in savings.

To take advantage of this FREE program for businesses, contact David Herb
at herbd@michigan.gov or (517) 241-8176 -- or call our own Al Schulien right

here in Mason at (517) 676-7080.
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FINANCE YOUR BUSINESS

The MI-SBTDC Region 8 office
at LCC announces an upcoming
seminar on “How to Finance Your Business”
on Tuesday, March 10" from 9 to 11 AM.
Whether starting, expanding, or redirecting a
business, funding will be required. This seminar
will review various funding sources and provide
an overview of what's required to get that
funding. The instructor is Tom Donaldson, their
regional director. For registration, please call
(517) 483-1921 or you may visit their website
and register at www.misbtdc.org/training (sort by
county). Cost for the seminar is FREE. Location
announced with registration. Please register as
early as possible, as seating is limited.
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS

The Operating Engineers
“Michigan Construction Career
Days” will be held again at the
Ingham County Fairgrounds,
700 E. Ash Street in Mason, on
Tuesday,  April  21¥  and
Wednesday, April 22™. 2,500
young people from across the state
will get the chance to experience
construction up close, using real tools, materials and
equipment. They will work side by side with construction
workers while getting information about the training and
education necessary to be successful in the industry. Their
goal is to have Michigan's construction industry and
educators provide 50 pieces of heavy equipment and
construction vehicles, 40 information booths, 20 activity
booths and 15 outdoor activities. All of this will provide a
clear picture of the career opportunities in the construction
industry. Please visit the www.michiganccd.org website for
information on how to sponsor or participate in the program.
For more information, please contact Brindley Byrd,
executive director of the Capital Area Construction Council
in Lansing at bbyrd@camw.net or (517) 492-5575.

Mason’s Knights of Columbus are continuing 44

their annual St. James Fish Fry on Fridays through %;
April 3" at 1010 S. Lansing Street, Mason from \/
4:30 to 7 PM. Cost is $9 Adults, $8 Seniors, $5 Kids 5-12,
and under 5 free. Takeout dinners are available. There are
also a limited number of shrimp dinners often available at an
additional charge. “All you can eat” dinners are now

available at an additional charge.
A breakfasts the first Sunday of every month at the
Masonic Lodge at 840 E. Columbia Street (corner
of Temple & Columbia) from 8 AM to 1 PM. Cost is $6 for
adults, $3 for children 3-10, free for children 2 and under.
They serve pancakes, scrambled eggs, hash browns, sausage,
bacon, milk, juice and coffee. The next ones are March 1*
and April 5",

Mason men are continuing to cook pancake

The City of Mason Firefighters Association will
hold its annual St. Patrick’s Day Dance on
Saturday, March 14™ at 7 PM at the Ingham
County Fairgrounds Community Building at 700
E. Ash Street in Mason. Tickets are $20 for a single or $35
per couple. Food, beer, & dancing
are featured. Live music by “The
Backwoods Band” will feature a

special appearance from the
“Mason Fire Department
Whistlers.”  For tickets, contact

any member of the Firefighters
Association.
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Our State Representative for District 67 (and
Chamber member) Barb Byrum will be at Baja
Grille in downtown Mason for an informal
“Coffee Hour” discussion on Monday, March 2™
at 12 noon. Everyone is welcome! For
information, contact her office at (517) 373-0587 or
barbbyrum@house.mi.gov by e-mail.

The Mason Area Community Fund (United Way) honored
individuals and businesses at a breakfast on February 12" at
Mason’s First United Methodist Church. Chamber members
who were recognized included: Dart Bank, Dart Container
Corporation, Fiedler Insurance Agency, Flood-Reid
Insurance Agency, Dr. David Golder DDS, Kent Feeds,
Lear Corporation, Mason Mini Storage, Mason State
Bank, Vision Real Estate, Ingham County Sheriff’s
Office, Ingham Intermediate School District, Mason
Public Schools, Sheridan Realty & Auction, Mason State
Bank, Meijer, Ware’s Pharmacy, and Ed Souders.

A fundraiser “Ham Dinner” will be held at the Mason A&W
Restaurant at 628 N. Cedar Street in Mason for the non-
profit Mason Promise Scholarship on Monday, March 2™
from 11 AM to 9 PM. They’ll have a choice of “Dine In or
Carry Out” at $5.99 plus tax for a dinner of ham, mashed
potatoes, vegetable, soup or salad, and a dinner roll. A
fundraiser “Spaghetti Dinner” will also be held at the Mason
A&W Restaurant for the Ingham County Civil War
Monument Fund on Monday, April 27" from 11 AM to 9 PM
at $5.99 plus tax for spaghetti with meatsauce, salad or soup,
and garlic toast.

A benefit for the Care Free Medical and
Dental Clinic, the second annual
“Dancing with the Local Stars” will be
held on Saturday, April 18" at 6:30 PM at
the Country Club of Lansing, 2200
Moores River Drive in Lansing. The
event includes dinner and entertainment
with live and silent auctions. Purchase tickets in advance.
General seating tickets are $125 per person. V.L.P. seating
tickets are $225 per person and additionally include one
drink, preferred seating, and a photograph with a local
celebrity. Contact Lenore at 517-887-5922 ext. 2 to obtain
tickets or for more information. Tickets are “first come first
served” and seating is limited.

The Friends of the Aurelius Library is sponsoring a “Euchre
Tournament” on Saturday, March 7" from 7 to 9 PM
at the Aurelius Township Hall, 1939 S. Aurelius Road, west
of Mason. Donations are accepted at the door. Prizes will be
awarded. Many books are on sale. Bring your favorite snack
to pass. Coffee and pop are provided. For more information,
call the Aurelius Library at (517) 628-3743. Proceeds from
the tournament benefit various programs at the Aurelius
Library. This is great practice for the annual “MACC Euchre
Tournament” just twelve days later at the Chamber’s March
19" Mixer. See the story on page one for more details.
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WELCOME OUR NEW MASON
AREA CHAMBER MEMBERS

Please welcome the following new Chamber members:

Mason City Councilmember
BARB TORNHOLM
703 Roosevelt St.
Mason, MI 48854

WAHL AND ASSOCIATES
4640 Lambeth Way
Holt, MI 48842

Phone: (517) 676-5598
Phone: (517) 694-2269
Fax: (877) 338-0690

www.wahlandassociates.com

Wahl and Associates provides targeted leadership training and development programs.
Both open enrollment public and custom designed in-house programs are available.

CARE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
790 E. Columbia
Mason, MI 48854

Phone: (517) 244-0120
Lansing Office: 5135 S. Pennsylvania
Care Free believes every individual deserves access to quality, compassionate healthcare.
Because of this belief, Care Free ensures access to affordable, primary health and dental
care for those without health insurance in our community. They deliver comprehensive,
preventive medicine and dentistry and promote healthy lifestyles with support from
volunteer health care professionals and committed members of our community.

You’re invited to a noontime reception and one-year
anniversary ribbon cutting by the Chamber Ambassadors at
Ara Bella Salon, 138 W. Ash Street in downtown Mason on
Thursday, March 5" at 12:00 noon at the salon.

MASON’S MAP IS NOW
AVAILABLE ONLINE

Your Chamber works to achieve economic growth and
development throughout the entire Mason area. To help
accomplish this, we selected Village Profile to produce our
recent “Hometown U.S.A.” community map. Thousands of
full-color, updated printed maps featuring our schools, parks,
and development areas are being distributed by the Chamber
and Chamber members. Full-color street details are included
with an added benefit of online access.

This high quality, detailed road and street map is the first
point of contact for families and businesses relocating to the
Mason area and a valuable guide for business travelers and
longtime residents. It is the highlight of our Mason Area
Visitors Center outreach, as well.

Advertising revenues support the production of this
publication, which isn’t scheduled to happen again until
2011. The online version of the map also is hyper-linked to
the Mason Area Chamber’s www.masonchamber.org
website. Click on Community Profile.

Vision Real Estate has initiated a new service for
helping homeowners and landlords find renters for their
properties. Homeowners who are hoping home values
will rebound in the future are considering renting their
properties during the interim. Vision Real Estate is
implementing valuable tools to help find good renters.
Call them at (517) 676-7700 for details.

Sparrow’s Mason Urgent Care, Sparrow’s Mason Rehabilitation
Center and Sparrow’s Home Care and Hospice are parts of the
Sparrow Health System, which recently announced a new three step
workplace wellness program available to employers.

1. Develop a Health Profile -- Personal Health Profile: This easy-to-
complete, confidential assessment tool collects information on
employees’ health risks, lifestyle characteristics, and pressing health
concerns. Group Health Profile: From the Personal Health Profile, a
Group Health Profile is compiled. This analysis shows the potential
health risks of employees which, if left untreated, are likely to result in
significant health claims expenses.

2. Use Planning Tools -- HR-INSIGHT Planning: HR-INSIGHT is a
sophisticated, internet-based application that allows employers to predict
healthcare claims expenditures. Among HR-INSIGHT’s tools:
Projected Claims Analysis: Quantifying claims you can expect to
encounter over the next 12 months. Potential Claims Savings:
Identifying areas of opportunity for claims savings generated by healthy
workforce initiatives. = Workforce Modeling: Examining modifiable
health characteristics and lifestyle behaviors that may lead to health
claims and, then, remodeling those characteristics to achieve financial
savings, enhanced productivity, and a healthier workforce. Steps I & 2
are available at NO COST to area employers.

3. Access a Customized Suite of Services -- Occupational Health:
Around-the-clock injured worker care, rehabilitation, substance abuse
screening, pre-employment and return-to-work exams. Weight
Management: Comprehensive, multidisciplinary, medically supervised
weight-loss program, with a bariatric surgery option. Diabetes
Management: Comprehensive diabetes screening, education and
treatment. Work Site Wellness: Education, screening, motivation and
support designed to empower employees to adopt and practice healthy
lifestyle habits. Michigan Athletic Club: Exercise facilities with youth,
adult and family programs. Employee Assistance Program (EAP):
Provides professional counseling to employees and their family
members. Sleep Center: Testing and treatment for a wide variety of sleep
disorders.

GREAT DEPRESSION IS MAHS TOPIC

Remembering the Great Depression will be the topic of the
Monday, March 2™ meeting of the Mason Area Historical
Society. The society will meet at 7 PM at the Mason Area
Historical Museum at the corner of Oak and Barnes streets in
Mason. Panelists will share their memories of growing up in the
1930s. The audience will have the opportunity to be part of the
discussion. Guests are welcome. For more information call Shirley
Beckman at 676-5698.



