MASON in Motion

UPDATE

February 14, 2016

Mid-Month Supplement to the Monthly "Mason in Motion" Newsletter
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854
Phone 517-676-1046 -- Fax 517-676-8504
masonchamber@masonchamber.org

www.masonchamber.org
A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

20-YEAR ANNIVERSARY GOOD MORNING
MASON! IS ON FEBRUARY 18TH
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will hold their next "Good Morning, Mason!"
news and networking meeting on Thursday, February 18, 2016 at the Ingham
County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street, from 7:15 to 8:15
AM. It is presented by Dart Bank and sponsored by ServiceMaster Absolute.
Admission is $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers. This includes a continental
breakfast
catered
by
A&W
Restaurant.
WE NEED HELP SETTING UP THE EVENT ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6 AM.
PLEASE CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE AT 676-1046 AND LET US KNOW IF YOU
CAN COME EARLY TO HELP US SET UP!
This meeting will mark the 20-year anniversary of "Good Morning Mason!" Since
February 29, 1996, local business and government leaders as well as other
members of the community have gathered six mornings per year, meeting and
greeting one another before sitting down to listen to two-minute reports on
approximately ten topics of interest for the community. These meetings are held
on select Thursdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December. For more information, e-mail masonchamber@masonchamber.org or
call (517) 676-1046.

MASON TREE COMMISSION SEEKS NOMINEES
FOR ARBOR DAY HONOREE
Since 1991, the City of Mason has observed Arbor Day during the last week of April
by planting a tree in honor of a citizen who has made positive contributions to
ecology. The Mason Tree Commission is now seeking nominees for the person who
will be honored at this year's April 29th celebration. Citizens are asked to submit
letters of nomination by March 18, 2016, to: Mason City Hall, Mason Tree
Commission, 201 W. Ash Street, Mason MI 48854, ATTN: Chris Hampton. The envelope
should be clearly marked "Arbor Day Nomination."
The Mason Tree Commission will make their selection of the 2016 honoree on the
basis of their contribution to ecology in general, and promotion and preservation of
trees in particular. Emphasis will be placed on selecting an individual who has made
a significant contribution to the enhancement of the ecology in the City of Mason or
Mason area. All nominees must have a Mason mailing address.

---------------------------------------------------------------MASON STATE BANK RECEIVES FIVE STARS
Timothy P. Gaylord, president and CEO of Mason State Bank, is pleased to
announce that Bauer Financial gives Mason State Bank a five-star rating, their
highest rating. Bauer Financial is an independent bank research firm and has been
rating and analyzing bank performance since 1983. Financial institutions are rated
based on detailed financial reports submitted by banks to federal regulators. The
star rating is based on financial institutions' levels of soundness and stability.

State Representative Tom Cochran will hold a Coffee Hour
conversation on Friday, February 19th at 9 AM at Bestsellers Books &
Coffee, 360 S. Jefferson in downtown Mason.

DART BANK EARNS TOP RATING
One of the Mason Area Chamber's member institutions, Dart Bank, just received an A+
national financial health rating from DepositAccounts.com, which places it in the highest
tier (top 10%) of the approximately 13,000 federally insured banks and credit unions
nationwide, in terms of financial health.
For its financial standing through the end of Q3 2015, Dart Bank has earned an A+ health
rating which signifies its outstanding performance in achieving exceptional fiduciary
standing. A more detailed breakdown of Dart Bank's score may be found in the health
section of its dedicated bank page at www.depositaccounts.com/banks/the-dartbank.html#health.
Each fiscal quarter, DepositAccounts.com evaluates the financial health of every
federally insured bank in the United States - more than 6,200 total. Each institution is
graded on a number of factors, including capitalization, deposit growth, and loan to
reserve ratios, in order to determine a comprehensive health rating.
DepositAccounts.com is the largest and most comprehensive online publication in the
U.S. dedicated to banking/savings (deposits) information for consumers. It covers all
13,000 federally insured banks and credit unions and utilizes its patent-pending
technology to track more than 275,000 consumer deposit rates, each updated nightly.
The site features more than 11,000+ editorial articles detailing creative depository
strategies and highlighting current bank rates and offers. It is also home to one of the
largest communities of depositors on the Web, hosting more than 100,000 comments,
customer reviews, and forum threads.

Here's updated contact information for one of our newest members:

Oak Park YMCA
900 Long Blvd.
Lansing, MI 48911
(517) 827-9700
ymcaoflansing.org
Kelly King
kking@ymcaoflansing.org

MPS Sets Public Forums
Mason Public Schools invites the community to attend a series of Community
Forums regarding the May 3rd, 2016, Bond Proposal and Sinking Fund Renewal. The
three forums entitled "Investing in Our Future," will be held on the following
dates: Wednesday, February 24th; Tuesday, March 1st; and Monday, March 28th at
7 PM in the Mason Middle School Library.
Mason Public Schools invites you to attend any or all of the scheduled forums.
The purpose of the forums is to provide information. The discussion will address
the issues facing the district, answer frequently asked questions, and show the
solutions decided on through research, facility audits, surveys, and hours of
steering committee meetings.
These forums will discuss the direction for Mason Public Schools educationally
and its facilities for generations to come. For additional information, please visit
the http://www.masonk12.net/ website.

At the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 55 January meeting, Sydney Wallis
of Lansing was named their 2015 Young Eagle of the Year. Shown here with Margie
Clark, YE Coordinator, and her pilot, Drew Seguin, Sydney is an honor student and
loves outdoor activities. She was presented with a EAA55 Student Membership, a
EAA55 calendar and a bag of various gifts. There is current discussion taking place
within the Chapter on whether to continue the program in 2016.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SBDC at LCC Offers Free Seminar
Small Business-Big Threat: Cyber Security Awareness
Thursday, February 18th, 10:00-11:30 AM
SBDC Office, 309 N. Washington Sq., Lansing

Most small business owners are unaware of what a cyber-attack could cost them, or how to protect their
business. This timely discussion includes the most common areas for concern and action:






Cyber Security Best Practices
Physical & Mobile Security
Buying & Selling Online
What to do if your company has been breached

Take a no-cost cyber security assessment at www.smallbizbigthreat.com, then join a panel of experts for a
panel discussion and training on small business cyber security strategies.
Call 517-483-1921

SURVEY OPEN FOR STATUS
OF STATE'S CTE OPPORTUNITIES
The Michigan Department of Education is currently partnering with the American Institutes for Research
(AIR), to complete a study of the state's career and technical education (CTE) Career Readiness Education
System. This study will gather information on the current status of high school and postsecondary CTE
opportunities, as well as information about the workforce needs of Michigan's employers, including the
identification of the sought-after skills and credentials. The study will result in recommendations for
improving students' career success across the state.
Central to understanding the current status of the state's career readiness system is hearing directly from
employers. Given your leadership role in your region's economic development through the Chamber of
Commerce, here is some information about an employer survey and a request for your assistance.
The survey has been administered to a targeted sample of employers to collect information on sought-after
skills and where gaps may exist between the skills, education, and experience of Michigan's workforce and
the needs of employers. As a follow up to the targeted sample, the survey is now opened up to any employer
in the state that is interested in participating.
The employer survey can be accessed using the following link:
https://live.datstathost.com/AIR-collector/Survey.ashx?Name=MichiganEmployerSurvey

The questions may be reviewed before starting the survey by accessing the PDF version. While the survey
asks employers to weigh in on many topics (it takes about 20-25 minutes to complete), it can be taken all at
once or you may save your answers and return to complete any unfinished items. The detailed survey
questions are intended to help in the identification of specific learning or experience gaps so that
recommendations for improvements to the state's career readiness system may be made to address them.
Your support and participation in this effort will be vital in collecting the most accurate and current
information on the workforce needs across Prosperity Regions. After the study is completed, lessons learned
and important data will be shared with relevant CTE stakeholders. If you have any questions about the survey
or the study, please contact them by phone (630-649-6693) or by email (vcirks@air.org).

MACC BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS EXPO COMING UP
ON MARCH 10 HAS "MARCH MADNESS" THEME
Here's a great way for your business or organization's people to talk to other local
people who are in the business of selling products and services to businesses and
organizations like yours -- the seventh annual Mason Area Business-to-Business Expo will
be held on Thursday evening, March 10th from 5 PM to 8 PM at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street.
Admission is FREE with a business card or a simple contact information form
completed at the door. Food and beverages (except for beer and wine at our CASH BAR)
are provided free by our sponsors throughout the evening, so stop by after work or after
dinner and check out what's happening. You can also discover what's new in products
and services with neighboring businesses in the Mason area!
Do you sell products and services to businesses and organizations? This is also your
opportunity to talk with other business people about your business. The Expo tables are
limited to the first 25 MACC member businesses responding and there are only a few
left! Details will follow when you return your form.
Cut through the clutter to reach your best suppliers and customers. Attend the Mason
Area Business-to-Business Expo on Thursday evening, March 10th!

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE

CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word
"unsubscribe" in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by email, just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

