MASON in Motion

UPDATE
November 15, 2016
Mid-Month Supplement to the Monthly "Mason in Motion" Newsletter
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854
Phone 517-676-1046 -- Fax 517-676-8504
masonchamber@masonchamber.org

www.masonchamber.org
A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

NOVEMBER 25TH MASON HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION
HAS 16TH LIGHTED PARADE AND BIG TREE LIGHTING
Every year about this time, the City of Mason sets up their
"Big Santa" and mailbox at the corner of Jefferson and Maple
Streets, puts up their holiday decorations on downtown
streetlights, and area merchants start to offer holiday values.
These are the signs that Mason is getting ready for Friday, the
day after Thanksgiving. Just a few weeks before Christmas on
that Friday evening, the community holds its annual Mason
Holidays Celebration.
Photo by Loren Shattuck

This year the traditional "Big Tree" tree lighting will once again be in front of the
Ingham County Courthouse. Thanks to BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape and Express
Tree Service, new LED light strings were purchased and installed on the tree in
2013. The two companies have been putting them up and taking them down ever
since. Again, this year, net proceeds of the annual Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce raffle (ML#R36223) and a tree poster contest by Mason area 5th graders
are going toward partially funding the costs of the lighting.
Elaine Ferris, 2016 Mason Citizen of the Year, will be assisted by the winning 5th
grader in the poster contest to officially give the order to light the Christmas tree
on the west side of Courthouse Square at about 6:30 p.m. Also, earlier in the
evening starting at 6:00 p.m., downtown near the big tree, will be a welcome
message by City of Mason Mayor Mike Waltz, music from the Mason High School
Santa Band, and more.
The United States Marines will have a "Toys for Tots" collection station near the
"Big Santa" at Courthouse Square during the afternoon and evening. Food and
warm drinks will be available on the square from the Mason A&W Restaurant
wagon, Mason Optimist Club and several downtown businesses.
For many years, Dart Container Corporation has been the presenting sponsor of
the Mason Holidays Celebration. Ware's Pharmacy, American Legion Post 148, Girl
Scouts Heart of Michigan, City of Mason, Ingham County, CP Federal Credit
Union are also sponsors of the evening's events. "We are proud to have Dart
Container Corporation as presenting sponsor for the day's events again this year.
We also thank the City of Mason for closing streets and allowing us to start the
parade in the Bond Park parking lot," said Emily Fenger, MACC program assistant.
She also encourages folks to help with the events by volunteering.
"The City of Mason is a big partner. They help by coordinating traffic. They also
mandate that parade participants know they are not to throw anything, especially
candy, or get on or off any unit that is in motion," Emily Fenger added. The lighted
parade steps off at 6:15 p.m. from Bond Park, just north of the downtown. The
parade route this year starts out by going south on Rogers to Ash, west on Ash, and
then north on Jefferson, and east on Maple. It will then turn left to go north on
Barnes back to Bond Park.

Lighted parade units will represent many area groups and businesses and will
include the Mason Fire Department, First United Methodist Church, Mason Rotary
Club, Mason State Bank, Ingham Intermediate School District, CADL - Mason
Library, and Granger - among many others.
From 4:30 to 5:45 p.m., Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at the Mason Area
Historical Museum to meet the younger children. They also are in the parade and
afterward meet up with Mason Area Historical Society members who will take
them back over to the Museum at 200 E. Oak Street to meet older children and
families. Information on all events is available by e-mailing
masonchamber@masonchamber.org or calling (517) 676-1046. For the most recent
information, click on "Community Events" at the www.masonchamber.org website.

VOLUNTEER FOR HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION
The Holiday season is closer than you think! On Friday, November 25th, the Mason
Area Chamber of Commerce hosts the traditional annual Mason Holidays
Celebration. Details are on Page One. Santa Claus will be the featured celebrity in
the dazzling lighted parade passing through the city streets. The parade will be
preceded by the annual lighting of the Christmas tree on the Courthouse Square by
the Mason Citizen of the Year.
The many attractions promise happy holiday fun for everyone. It takes more than
Santa's elves to pull it all together, so the Mason Holidays Celebration team is still
looking for volunteers. If you would like to join the committee this year, just
contact any of the folks down at the Chamber office at (517) 676-1046 or e-mail
them at masonchamber@masonchamber.org. Volunteer online at:
http://signup.com/go/zurAJ5

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MASON AUTO PARTS SUPPLIER EXPANDING
An auto parts supplier in Mason will
invest roughly $105 million to expand
its operations here. Gestamp will
build a 150,000 square-foot facility
expansion to house the hot stamping
and laser welding of car door parts.
The investment will create roughly 40
new jobs.
The auto parts supplier's plant is on Kipp Road. It employs roughly 430 people.
Gestamp supplies parts for car doors to Ford, General Motors and Fiat Chrysler,
according to its website. Gestamp is based in Madrid, Spain.
Bob Trezise, CEO of the Lansing Economic Area
Partnership, told the Lansing State Journal that
Mason was competing for the investment with
other cities in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee
and West Virginia. "It's another big win for the
Lansing region and the city of Mason," he told the
newspaper. "This really secures the plant for a long
time in the future."
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GET READY NOW FOR MACC DECEMBER 8TH HOLIDAY MIXER
The Chamber Ambassadors suggest you put
some of your holiday gift buying money away
until December 8th. That Thursday evening,
they want you to bring it over to the Ingham
County Fairgrounds Community Building.
There you'll enjoy a fun December Mixer
Holiday Party - the Chamber's biggest mixer
event - from 5 to 7:30 PM. The event is
presented by MSU Federal Credit Union and
sponsored by many MACC member Mason area
businesses and organizations. They expect
over 200 people again this year. Admission is $7 for members and $10 for nonmembers. It is a great time to greet all your friends and neighbors in the community
and wish them the happiest of holidays.
You'll enjoy the delightful holiday music from Sound Source Entertainment. You'll
love the wonderful food -- a "Taste of Mason" -- sponsored and provided by many
Mason area restaurants, food trucks, and caterers. And there will be a cash bar with
beer and wine and some great door prizes. But it is the silent auction and live
auction item values that will make you reach for your wallet.
The auction is an important fundraiser for the many community projects of the
Chamber. Most silent auction items start at just half-price, so you can snap up some
great gifts and do your Christmas shopping in style. Stick around after 7:00 PM for
the live auction fun and the MACC Raffle drawing right after that after 7:30 PM. The
December "Mason In Motion" newsletter will list all of the auction items in a detailed
catalogue sheet. Just make sure the party is on your calendar today!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Small Business Saturday
Small Business Saturday is the day after
"Black Friday." Saturday, November 26 is
dedicated to supporting small businesses
nationwide. Last year, more than one
hundred million people came together to
Shop Small in their neighborhoods. You can
show your support for local businesses by
shopping and dining in Mason! Many retail
businesses are found in our downtown
district. Many more are outside that in our
Mason area. SHOP SMALL! BUY LOCAL!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mason's own Aaron Emerson recently wrote an article about our executive director
in the Lansing Community College student newspaper. Check it out at:
Lookout volume 58, issue 5:
https://issuu.com/lcclookout/docs/lookout_volume_58__issue_5/6

BTW - I know that "alma mater" is misspelled. –Doug

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Consumers Energy, Partners Provide
$12 Million in Contributions to Help
Michigan Families Stay Safe and
Warm This Winter:
www.ConsumersEnergy.com/assistance
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Growth of DFC Drives Shareholder Return
Dart Financial Corporation (DFC); headquartered in Mason, Michigan and parent
company for The Dart Bank announced a $.20 per share dividend to shareholders
for third quarter of 2016. The Board of Directors of DFC noted that this represents
the highest level of regular dividends $0.78 per share year-to-date paid to
shareholders since 2007.
Dividend payout was the direct result of the continued strength of Dart's key
performance indicators. The company reported Dart Bank's net interest margin and
non-interest income both components of company revenue increased 11.6% over
year-end 2015. Additionally, fee income is up 23.5% and net interest income rose
2.2%. These positive performance levels are a direct result of a 27.2% increase in
net loans.
Specifically, net loans grew to $244,149,000 from $191,878,000 from the same
period in 2015. Assets increased to $351,293,000 from $306,238,000 since year-end
2015. Deposits increased to $260,639,000 from $237,372,000 during the same
period. Earnings remained strong at $1,965,000 even with the buildout of a new
headquarters/bank facility, a new branch office and inclusion of new systems and
staffing.
Peter Kubacki, president and CEO commented that the loan growth year-to-date
was the direct result of lending staff communicating the advantages of banking
with a local independent bank. Loan growth results were seen in each lending

category from commercial, consumer and mortgage lending. Peter Kubacki noted
that the new headquarters and bank office in Mason has been completed, with staff
fully moved into this contemporary technology-driven banking facility.
He also emphasized that "the continued profitability of Dart Financial Corporation
is the result of an exceptional banking staff supporting the financial needs of our
customers. Our customer focus is best summarized in our tag line 'For What Matters
Most.' Meaning our commitment is to exceed the financial and service expectations
of our many customers by providing the latest in technology driven banking systems
coupled with personal service."
Key YTD 2016 Highlights:
 Loan growth up 27.2%
 Return on Equity 7.7%
 Per share fair market value of DFC stock rose 3% since year-end 2015
 Shareholder dividends totaled $0.78 per share highest yearly level since 2007
 New headquarters office and Mason branch construction completed
 Mason office highlights new technology in delivery of banking services
To learn more about becoming a customer of Dart Financial Corporation/Dart
Bank or to become a shareholder in a local community bank contact Investor
Relations. Michelle Carpenter/VP/Investor Relations may be reached at
mcarpenter@dartbank.com or(517)525-2693.
Dart Financial Corporation, a bank holding company headquartered in Mason,
Michigan is the parent company of Dart Bank. a local community bank
independently owned and operated in Michigan and founded in 1925. Dart is a fullservice bank, offering a complete range of business and personal accounts, credit
and mortgage lending, investment and retirement services with a Bauer Five Star
Rating (Superior). Offices are located in Mason, Holt/South Lansing, Grand Ledge
and Frandor. Loan Production Offices are in East Lansing, Chelsea and Grand
Rapids.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congressional Mobile Office Hours
Do you have an issue with the federal government and need help? If so, please stop
by Congressman Mike Bishop's next mobile office hour event and a member of his
team will gladly assist you:
Wednesday, November 16 @ 10:00-11:30am
City of Mason - City Hall Board Room
201 W. Ash Street, Mason, MI
For any questions or concerns, please contact his Brighton office at (810) 227-8600
or his team in Washington, D.C. at 202-225-4872.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Several Mason area businesses will be Toys for Tots drop-off locations this year,
including Mason State Bank and Salon 130. The Chamber office will also be a Toys
for Tots collection destination again this
year. All toys that are collected go to local
area charities. Please stop by 9-3, M-F
with a new toy or two to help the kids.
Marines will be picking up the toys around
December 9th. Thanks for all your gifts.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Photo Booth Company wins Mason Public
Schools' 5 Minutes Tops Competition
On October 24, student
entrepreneurs from Mason
High School competed in the
district's first ever 5 Minutes
Tops competition which is
part of the Lansing Youth
Startup Challenge program.
The 5 Minutes Tops and
Lansing Youth Startup
Challenge programs are
regional pitch competitions
for middle and high school students to participate in as entrepreneurs
and business owners. Participants of the district competition will be
invited to participate in the regional 5 Minutes Tops event as well as
the Lansing Youth Startup Challenge expo both taking place in the
spring with prize dollars totaling over $15,000.
Four student entrepreneurs pitched their businesses at the Mason event
on October 24. The students and their business ideas were:
Candle Shoppe - Maximiliano Izaac
Adulescens Photography - Kaela Waidelich
In the Spotlight Photo Booth Rental, LLC - William White
Sweet Spot - Alma Cooper
The winning entrepreneur was William White and his business In the
Spotlight Photo Booth Rental, LLC. William took home a prize of $200.
Judges were asked to score the student entrepreneurs on their overall
concept, scalability, and their presence during their pitch. Judges
included, Kurt Creamer of Oracle Financial Solutions, Joe Ford of
NetVantage Marketing, Doug Klein of Mason Chamber of Commerce, and
Don Waskiewicz of Deep Blue Insights, LLC. Sponsors included LEAP,
Oracle Financial Solutions, Mason Rotary Club, The Kennel, and State
Farm Agent Trinesha Goebel.
Mason High School teacher and 5 Minutes Tops advisor, Brittany
Catalano said, "Mason Public Schools was happy to host the first 5
Minute Tops competition on October 24. We had strong competitors,
great judges, and generous sponsors who contributed to the event
being a success. The students all had fun and learned a lot from our
judges who not only critiqued and provided feedback on their ideas,
but provided personal advice on how to run and improve businesses."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Child & Family Charities annual winter gala

The Jackson National Red Nose Ruckus,
presented by CLEAN TEAM USA
Held on Friday, December 9th, 2016
At Eagle Eye Golf Club (6 - 11 PM)
Tickets are on sale now. Don't miss out on the fun!
Tickets sell out quickly--get yours today!
The Child & Family Charities' annual "Red Nose Ruckus" is a fantastic holiday gala,
providing magical fun for all! It takes place on Friday, December 9th at 6 PM at the
Eagle Eye Golf Club, 15500 Chandler Road in Bath. Tickets are on sale now -contact Demphna Krikorian at (517) 882-4000, ext. 126 for tickets and more
information. Included in the ticket price are caricature artists, fortune tellers,
dancing, professional photo with Santa, fun photo in the Photobug photo booth,
complimentary soft drinks, beer & wine, dinner, live and silent auctions, and so
much more. Among others, the following MACC members have already stepped up
to sponsor this event: Doberman Technologies, Dart Bank, WKAR, Paper Image
Printing, and MSU Federal Credit Union.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Henry Ford Allegiance Health Breaks Ground
for New Health Innovation & Education Center
The HFAH Center for Health Innovation & Education in Jackson will be
a hub for forward-thinking medical residents, experienced physicians,
nurses, technicians and students to expand their knowledge and perfect
their skills.
"Today's groundbreaking is truly something extraordinary because it
represents a new vision for our future as a healthy system," said Henry
Ford Allegiance President and CEO Georgia Fojtasek. "This new Center
for Health Innovation & Education will be a hub for forward-thinking
medical residents, experienced physicians, nurses, technicians and
students from all over the country who are eager to expand their
knowledge and perfect their skills. We will be attracting and retaining
the highest-quality physicians and clinical staff to our community."
The Center will be the ideal environment for:
·
Training future health care providers
·
Continuing the education of experienced physicians and
clinicians
·
Supporting community education programs
·
Training EMS, fire and rescue teams and other first responders
The new, two-story addition to the Charles Anderson Building will house
virtual examination rooms, classrooms, meeting spaces and offices.
Most importantly, the Center will feature a technologically advanced
simulation laboratory (SIM Lab) that looks and feels like actual
inpatient and outpatient settings. Computerized mannequins in the SIM
Lab will be programmed to simulate simple to highly complex medical
issues and respond to treatment as a human patient would. This will
allow learners to gain experience diagnosing and treating a virtually
limitless range of diseases and conditions.
Henry Ford Allegiance Chief Medical Officer Ray King, MD, said,
"Thanks to your support of generous donors, we will be turning a corner
into a new era in medical education-virtual exam rooms, a simulation
laboratory, computerized mannequins-will all be available. The
students who come here will gain experience diagnosing and treating a
virtually limitless range of diseases and conditions. And we will all be
better for it."

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As the year winds down, you'll want to take the opportunity
to donate to the Mason Promise Scholarship fund.
Established in 2005, the Mason Promise Scholarship program
provides support and scholarships to selected graduates of
Mason Public Schools at Lansing Community College.
The Dart Foundation has pledged a $25,000 contribution, if
the community can raise $50,000 before the end of the year.
Contributions may be sent to the Mason Promise Scholarship
Fund at the Capital Region Community Foundation, 330
Marshall Street, Suite 300, Lansing, MI 48912, (517) 272-2870.
To donate online, go to:
https://www.crcfoundation.org/Giving/OurFunds?fn=Mason+Promise+Scholarship+Fund

----------------------------------ADVERTISEMENTS-----------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Did you know...
...that the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce has an Independent Business
Alliance included at no additional fee in
your chamber dues? The Mason Area
Independent Business Alliance or MAiBA, is a
full affiliate of the national American
Independent Business Alliance.
"Buy Independent, buy local" campaigns are just the start of initiatives to support local
entrepreneurs and encourage vibrant local economies our own Mason Independent Business
Alliance featured nationally this week! Read the article HERE or below.
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce members: If you are a supporter of independent local
businesses visit the MAiBA Facebook Link or stop by the MACC office to formally add your
business or support to our local alliance.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce
Offers Volunteer
Opportunities
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
hosts many community events each year.
Mason's Spring Fling Courthouse Show, Thursday Night Live Courthouse
Concerts, Mason Holidays Light Parade, Down Home Days Courthouse
Show, and Independence Day Parade are examples of those events.
Recently, the Chamber has extended the opportunity for those who live
and work in the Mason area to become more involved in their
community through volunteerism. Individuals and families can now
spend a few hours from time to time helping to favorably impact the
quality of life of all people in the Mason area. Get the benefits of
meeting new and interesting people, while still enjoying our local
cultural, educational and recreational events with co-workers and
neighbors.
On the rare occasions that community volunteers don't have an
affiliation with a Chamber member business or organization, they might
consider associate status with the Chamber. You could pay a fifty dollar
per year fee for that status. Now, the Chamber is allowing individuals,
couples, and families to volunteer just two or more hours of time each
year, to become eligible without paying the $50 fee. This status works
especially well for residents who are now retired.
If you are interested in volunteering with the Chamber of Commerce,
just stop by their office located at 148 E. Ash Street across from the
downtown Ingham County Courthouse. The office and Visitors Center is
open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Fill out their
volunteer form and get more involved in your community. For
information, please email masonchamber@masonchamber.org or call
(517) 676-1046.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the
http://www.masonchamber.org/valuecard.html website.

Final Note:
Continuing a 44-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce publishes its "MASON in Motion" printed and mailed
newsletter near the end of each month. This hard-copy newsletter
has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and
more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed
for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For
this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also
maintains value for limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key
decision-makers in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all
contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and
select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available
to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's
website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month
for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and
submissions are edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month
"MASON in Motion UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed
newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their e-mail
addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a
Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select
stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies
of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included
in the UPDATE. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also
available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org
under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for
all UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject
to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to
those who have e-mail addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24
times per year at most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders
and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to
them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

