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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

2011 MASON AREA CHAMBER AWARD DINNER ON FEBRUARY 9
Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes excellence in the Mason area at their
annual Awards Dinner. Awards are presented for Citizen of the Year, Excellence in Education,
Excellence in Business, President's Award, and Special Recognition. The Chamber's 2011 Annual
Awards Dinner will be held the evening of Wednesday, February 9, 2011 at the Eldorado Golf Course
Banquet Center at 3750 W. Howell Road. Each year, approximately 185 people attend the event to
honor those awarded. This year, the following awards will be given to deserving businesses, groups,
and individuals:
·

Margaret Doolittle is selected as the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's 2011 Citizen

of the Year. This annual award recognizes individuals who have made significant
contributions to the community over several years through their caring and concern.
-

City Limits, the area's popular Sports Grill and Bowling Center, is selected for

the Mason Area Chamber's 2011 Excellence in Business award. This award is presented to a
business for innovation, risk and growth that represents the entrepreneurial spirit of
business development.
·

Jennifer Harrington of Mason High School is selected as the recipient of the Mason

Area Chamber's 2011 Excellence in Education award. This award recognizes an educator
who best exemplifies the qualities that inspire students to learn and value education.
·

Jon Grocki of the Dart Investment Center in Dart Bank is selected to receive the

2011 MACC President's Award. This award recognizes the contributions made by an
individual to the Mason Area Chamber's goals this past year and in recent years.
·

The Mason Firefighters Association is selected for one of the Chamber's 2011 Special

Recognition awards due to their continuing support of the Mason Fire Department and the
Mason community.
·

Leon Clark, mayor of the City of Mason, is selected for the other 2011 Special

Recognition award in appreciation for his leadership and active assistance in making music
such a central part of so many community events and activities in the Mason area.
The MACC Awards Dinner is generously presented by Mason's Ace Hardware and the awards
are sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Mason, Dart Bank, Knights of Columbus, A&W Restaurant,
Mason State Bank and a select number of other Chamber members. As part of the event,
recognition is also given to retiring Chamber Board members and 2010 volunteers.
Prepaid dinner reservations are $35 per person. Since only a limited number of places are
available, people are advised to send their checks well before the January 28 deadline. Credit card
prepaid reservations are taken by phone at (517) 676-1046.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Click below to read the cover story in the last Greater Lansing Businesss Monthly
about Dart Container Corporation:
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&et=1104246784464&s=1&e=001nn_BVR45bXmIT9x1CDESC9OviSibF3xpg_H7EjJgKVLh5oqqtwgVztu3ZjWtMaCn9Da7prHWkOLzKoA3HbXmWX1V3jwX6OJFqbiYfcL4tq2uOQmcuaJnx1EdQTzVoEEyHCp0niKfRnmnhPgLiXBiyOTKlNQTp7YobpJkn3knzD3YDXtvr5BGm8nbJTtE846tnD1MRFPbSWr-Aoyebun_9bliVDXFr

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New "Caring For the Caregiver" Support Group Begins
Do you provide care for someone who needs your presence and or assistance due to a
disability or illness? Caregiving may be your job, a labor of love, or a responsibility you have agreed
to take on. Caregiving can involve both challenges and benefits. It's important for the caregiver to
practice self care. As the large group of "baby boomers" age, the need for caregivers will increase. It
is also likely that more and more people will be cared for at home by family members and friend,
with or without assistance of trained professionals. As a part of this trend, caregivers will
experience stress and have needs that they have never encountered before and may not know how
to deal with.
To help caregivers meet these challenges, the Life Transitions Community Outreach of
Mason First United Methodist Church is pleased to offer a "Caring for the Caregiver" support group
beginning Monday evening, March 7, from 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.. It will be held at the church located at
201 East Ash across from the Ingham County Courthouse.
There is no charge and all are welcome to attend. Meetings will be held weekly from March
7 through April 11. After the six initial meetings, they anticipate offering an on-going "Caring for the
Caregiver" support group.
Join others in a safe, confidential environment of emotional and spiritual support. Meetings
will be facilitated by experienced professionals Roger Nelson and Susan Shehan. Each meeting will
include useful information, time to share the circumstances, rewards and challenges of caregiving,
and an opportunity to offer and receive support.
For further information on meeting topics and to register for the class, contact Roger Nelson
at 628-2725, Pat Mentzer at 676-4232, or the Church office at 676-9449) info@masonfirst.org.

Other Life Transitions Community Outreach Classes:
Toward Healing: Coping with the death of your child. This group provides an environment of
emotional and spiritual support for those who have lost a child of any age. It provides an
opportunity for parents, grandparents and other loved ones to discuss emotions, reactions and fears,
while learning more about the grief process. A new ten-week class facilitated by trained
facilitators, Pat Mentzer and Eileen Droscha, will start Monday, February 7, at the Mason United
Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m. For more information call 676-4232 or 628-2018.
info@masonfirst.org
Widowed Companions: A new ten-week class facilitated by trained facilitators, Eileen Droscha and
Karen Krepps, will start Monday, February 7, at the Mason United Methodist Church at 10:00 a.m.
For more information call 628-2018 or 244-0001. mailto:infor@masonfirst.org
Both Toward Healing and Widowed Companions support programs begin with the ten-week course ,
"Understanding Your Grief", developed by noted author, educator and grief counselor, Dr. Alan
Wolfelt.
Arthritis and Chronic Pain Support: Contact Connie Doss , 694-1984, for information on Arthritis
Exercise classes and Tai Chi classes.

New & Exciting Trainings from the Michigan
Small Business & Technology Development Center
The new year is here and here are some wonderful new small business trainings!
They include:
Social Media Networking for Small Business
Sales Growth Strategies
Business Research

FastTrac NewVenture Small Business Bootcamp
Small Business Loan Workshop
Working for Yourself: becoming a consultant, contractor, or service provider
and of course the Fundamentals trainings are continuing to be offered on a monthly basis
For a complete list of their new and upcoming trainings, simply CLICK HERE to go to their website!
Here's one:

Fundamentals of Marketing Your Business - Ingham
Thursday, January 27, 2011 9:30AM to 12:00PM
This course presents practical applications of marketing concepts designed to grow small
businesses. It covers basic marketing tools including market analysis and research, target
marketing, assessing competitors, and key marketing implementation tools. A strategic, well
planned approach to marketing is demonstrated, with several examples of effective handson marketing techniques. Focus is on the business's customers - creating and keeping them.
Speaker: Gordon Ferguson, Senior Business Consultant
Location: MI-SBTDC Region 8 Office, Lansing Community College - Washington Court Place,
Lansing
Cost: FREE
To register: Call 517-483-1921
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pure Michigan Update:
The Pure Michigan radio and television winter advertising campaign began on January 4
in Chicago and key markets in Indiana, Ohio and Wisconsin. The budget for this buy is
$1.5 million, and will be on the air through late February. The campaign is wrapping up a
great year: for the fourth year in a row, michigan.org had more traffic than any other
state tourism web site in America (13.4 million user sessions, up 19% from 2009) and
the Pure Michigan Facebook page has grown to 185,000 fans.
The Detroit Free Press reports that the new Michigan Economic Development Corporation
CEO, Michael Finney, expects to combine the state's branding and marketing initiatives
under the "Pure Michigan" banner, folding in the "Upper Hand" campaign the MEDC has
used for several years to attract businesses. Finney said "Pure Michigan" was the more
powerful brand and he would seek money from the legislature to develop a business
attraction component for that campaign.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Library Friends Have Thousands of Books
-- January 22nd is their Next Big Book Sale
The Friends of the Mason Library Bookstore is overflowing with books; everything from cookbooks
to mystery, romance, science fiction, non-fiction and much more. The bookstore is located upstairs
in the Library at 145 West Ash Street, Mason and is open during library hours.
The books are donations from members of the community and the result of the librarians weeding of

library shelves. Books sell for $1 for hard covers, 50 cents for paperbacks. Children's books are 25
cents for hard covers and 10 cents for paperbacks. Proceeds are used for library programs and
services.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Note from Consultant Joyce Weiss:
"Many of my clients belong to professional associations, chambers of commerce and
convention and visitors bureaus. They constantly tell me how valuable these
relationships have become for their own professional development. They have
acquired business as a result of their membership."
"My question to you is...are you going to your own networking events?" Read more.
"We all hear about doom and gloom concerning the economy, business, etc. It
seems like the doom and gloom magically disappears when I attend functions that
attract people who know how to network and look for opportunities."
"Take a look at your own organization and decide how you can invite your members
or clients to a joint meeting. Your members/clients will sing your praises when
they feel appreciated."
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&t=qoqzdneab.0.q5ggineab.gkpggocab.1&ts
=S0585&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.joyceweiss.com%2Fwp%2F2010%2F12%2F18%2Factive
ly-network-with-your-convention-visitors-bureau-chambers-and-professionalassociations%2F
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sun Country Airlines Service
Offers Minneapolis and Washington DC
Kudos to the Capital Region International Airport for bringing new Sun Country flight
options to Lansing. One-way airfares are about $100 to Minneapolis and Washington DC.
Book your flight at flylansing.com or better yet, stop by R&R Travel.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Entrepreneur Institute: Program for Entrepreneurs looking to Access Capital
Credit before Capital Program, supported by Greater Lansing CRA Association
The Entrepreneur Institute will be offering its Credit before Capital program for entrepreneurs and
interested individuals which is supported in part by the Greater Lansing CRA Association. This
certificate program is designed to give entrepreneurs and individuals the information they need to
develop responsible money management strategies. Program participates will gain a better
understanding of how credit and debt has a direct affect, especially when trying accessing capital
for starting or expanding a business or even purchasing a car or a home.
Registration is now open for this six-session program that will begin on February 1st, 2011. To
register for the upcoming training and more information visit their website at:
www.yourfoundationforbusiness.com or call 517.853.5890.
The Entrepreneur Institute is non-profit organization that provides resources and services to
entrepreneurs through training programs, microloans and technical as-sistance.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 38-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON in
Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This hard-copy newsletter has
information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news from member
businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within
a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited
advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers in the Mason
area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers,
and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is
delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th
of the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited
for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE"
newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their email addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a
Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf
copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .html
copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all
UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication
consistency.

It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail addresses
submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders
and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&
t=qoqzdneab.0.xtb8zocab.gkpggocab.1&t
s=S0585&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonch
amber.org%2F
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org

TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&t=qoqzdneab.0.xtb8zocab
.gkpggocab.1&ts=S0585&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonchambe
r.org%2F
MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.
Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the
subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
Forward email

This email was sent to masonchamber@masonchamber.org by masonchamber@masonchamber.org |
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