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Family-Owned Company Converts to NAPA Brand 

  
One of the largest distributors of automotive parts and equipment in mid-Michigan, formerly 
known as CARQUEST The Parts Place, has recently undergone a change in affiliation and is 
now a member of the NAPA family. All eight locations throughout the greater Lansing area, 
owned by Dick Seehase, will now be known as The Parts Place NAPA. 
  
"Our customers will notice no change in the great service they've received for the past 50 plus 
years," said company president, Dick Seehase. "With the new partnership, our customers will 
also get the unmatched inventory and programs offered by NAPA." 
  
"As a third-generation family-owned business, the newly renovated stores will continue to 
provide the same warm and inviting atmosphere customers have come to expect from The 
Parts Place." Locations include stores in East Lansing, west Lansing, Holt, Charlotte, Mason, 
Eaton Rapids, Williamston and Stockbridge. 
  
A new 18,000 square foot warehouse in west Lansing has been established to serve as the hub 
for larger shipments and redistribution among the other stores. Seehase says all of these 
changes are the beginning of a new era for The Parts Place. 
  
"Our customers have always been our primary focus since we started the business in 1963 and 
always will be. As a partner with NAPA, we'll be able to better serve our current customers 
and the new business we will be able to attract," said Seehase. 
  
Dick Seehase's business partners, Larry and Cindy (Seehase) Meirndorf are also enthusiastic 
about this new relationship with NAPA. "Since first starting The Parts Place, we have always 
strived to provide the highest level of customer service for our clients," said Seehase. "The 
recent partnership with NAPA only ensures that we can provide our customers with even 
better products and services."  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   



Dart Bank eyes expansion on site of shuttered Inco 
Graphics plant  by Will Kangas, Ingham County Community News 

  
Crews are removing asbestos and other contaminants at the former Inco Graphics 
building near the city's downtown in preparation for the eventual demolition of the 
former printing plant.  Dart Bank purchased the building, 222 W. Ash Street, for 
$500,000 last year and will use the site for a new headquarters. 

  
Construction of the bank's 25,000-square-foot headquarters will begin in 2015 with 
completion expected by 2016. The bank's main office has been next door to the plant 
for 44 years. The $6.5 million expansion will combine both properties into one 3.7-
acre site. It will provide 50 to 70 construction jobs and add six new employees to the 
Dart Bank headquarters. 
  
Both the Mason City Council and the Ingham County Board of Commissioners 
approved a Brownfield Redevelopment financing plan earlier this year. "The crews are 
currently cleaning out asbestos and checking all the old electrical infrastructure to 
remove mercury and any other hazardous materials," Dart Bank President and CEO 
Peter Kubacki said. 
  
Petroleum-based ink had been stored in the building when the printing plant was in 
operation, and before Inco Graphics was built, a gas station was located at the site. 
Inco Graphics had been a mainstay for 47 years until it closed in December 2010. 
President Richard Abood shut down the operation, citing the effects of the recession 
and debt incurred by a $2 million purchase of new technology. At the time, 46 
employees were laid off.  
  
Soil and water testing showed amounts of arsenic and chromium, exceeding regulatory 
allowances, according to documents in the Brownfield Development Plan. 

The cost of the cleanup, projected at $1.4 million, will be paid for through tax 
increment financing, where the increase in taxable value is captured on the property. 

  
Once the work is finished, the taxes on the improved site will revert back to normal 
channels like the city and Ingham Intermediate School District, by 2025. According to 
the redevelopment plan, the project will add over $3 million in taxable value to the 
city.  
  
"We hope to have it cleaned out and then demolished within a month," Kubacki said. 
"We are hoping this new facility will help best serve our customers for another 90 
years." 
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Habitat is Awarded $10,000 Grant 

  
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Ingham County (HFHGI) has been awarded a 
$10,000 grant from the Capital Region Community Foundation (CRCF) for their Critical 
Home Repair Program (CHR) only in rural Ingham County.  The program provides 
repairs that alleviate health, life and safety/code issues, weatherization, improving 
energy efficiency and indoor air quality and wheelchair ramps.   
  
The CHR programs helps homeowners who are affected by age, disability, or family 
circumstances and who struggle to maintain the integrity of their homes.  Through the 
CHR program families are able to reclaim their homes with pride and dignity.  HFHGI's 
executive director Racheal Sanford states that "building homes for families is not all 
that Habitat can provide anymore, there are significant needs in our communities for 
these critical repairs, homes are simply getting older, community members are 
getting older, unfortunate accidents do happen and people need help."   
  
"Our affiliate's strategic goal is not just to build homes, it is to provide safe homes, as 
well as transform and strengthen communities so that those who reside in them will 
be able to live and grow into all that God intends for them.  The program also 
addresses the health and safety of families, strengthens connections within the 
community and helps preserve affordable housing stock." 
  
For more information on this program and qualifications guidelines please visit the 
HFHGI website at www.inghamhabitat.org. 
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.inghamhabitat.org/
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Jubilee Auction to Benefit Habitat for Humanity 

  
On Saturday, June 21, an auction will be held during the Williamston Red Cedar 
Jubilee under the Lions Food & Beverage Tent at 2:30 p.m. Questions: 517-655-1872, 
http://www.inghamhabitat.org/. 
  

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Sparrow unveils expanded surgical 
center, creates six jobs   by Ann Kammerer, Capital Gains   

  

A $15 million expansion more than doubled the size of the surgical center at Sparrow 
Hospital   
and further positioned Sparrow as a national leader in healthcare.  The hospital 
dedicated the new surgical center in mid-May by showcasing the 10 high-tech 
operating rooms that comprise the 16,000-square foot center. 
  
The new state-of-the art operating room suites brings the total number of high-tech 
suites at Sparrow to 18. The expansion is part of the more than $250 million in 
construction that Sparrow has undertaken in the last three years to transform and 
deliver nationally-recognized quality care. 
  
"Over the last few years our surgical volume has continued to grow," says Barbara 
McQuillan, director of surgical services at Sparrow. "It's an exciting time and this new 
expansion is the result of a lot of long-term planning to meet the healthcare needs of 
our region." 
  
Features of the new center include space-saving equipment, touch-screen monitors, 
precision lighting, and floors designed to provide support and reduce fatigue. The 
space also includes Sparrow's first frozen specimen lab which can enable real-time 
diagnosis and intervention while a patient is still in surgery.  Additional renovations 
slated for a later date include pre- and post-surgical areas, central sterile supply and 
the post-anesthesia care unit. 
  
McQuillan says that the new surgical arena centralizes the majority of the hospital's 
OR suites, improves workflow and ultimately the patient experience. The new center 
will result in about six new positions, as well as changes in surgical services related to 
clinical engineering, radiology and ancillary support. 
  
"By optimizing the day-to-day operations, it ensures we are able to provide the best 
care to every patient, every time," says McQuillan, "which is good for our community 
and good for the thousands of caregivers who make it all happen."     

Sources: Barbara McQuillan, Director of Surgical Services, Sparrow 
Sacha Crowley, Communications Specialist, Sparrow  
Writer: Ann Kammerer, Development News Editor  
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Student Checking Accounts   

  
Fifth Third Bank in Mason is now opening Student Checking Accounts and Reloadable 
Prepaid Cards with great features such as Instant Alerts.  Contact Millissa Kimber for 
more details at 517-676-1429.  Fifth Third Bank is located at 606 W. Columbia at 
Cedar Street. 
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Rayner Stage CrossBow Concert on July Fourth 

  
There's something new during Mason's Independence Day Celebration this 
year.  CrossBow, a Celtic fiddle group based in Allendale, will bring their spirited 
music to the new Rayner Park stage starting at 8:15 p.m. on Friday, July 4, 
2014.  The Mason Rotary Club and Mason Auto Body Repair will sponsor their 
performance.  
  
The band consists of musicians playing fiddles, woodwinds, mandolin, banjo, guitars 
and drums.  Band members met as students at Grand Valley State University.  
  
They will entertain with a variety of Scottish and Celtic music, plus doing a few 
familiar covers with a Celtic twist. "This unique, interesting, fun and energetic 
performance is one that you won't want to miss," says Mason Rotary president Tony 
Cherniawski. 



  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Celebrate the Return of Capital Area Restaurant Week, 
July 6-12 

  
As we enter summer, continue to keep your radar on Capital Area Restaurant Week. 
Whether you are a restaurant or a fan of dining around town, this is a great marketing 
and promotion opportunity, back for a second great year and ready to give area 
restaurants a boost during a time that is traditionally a little slow.  
  
Restaurant week this year is from July 6 - 12, 2014 and if you missed participating last 
year, you really need to get on board now. During CARW participating restaurants 
choose from a few different levels of participation (special promotional three course 
menu for $25 per person or $25 per couple) and your special menu/meal offer and 
restaurant in general will be promoted through print and web advertising for free as 
part of the event.  
  
At the end of the event, each restaurant will make a $2.50 donation to the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank for every promotion that was sold. This year each participating 
restaurant must donate a $25 gift card along with their participation agreement for 
use in promoting the event.  
  
What a great way to get new customers in your door and help a great cause at the 
same time! Please visit www.carw2014.com for more information. 

http://www.carw2014.com/


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Make an Impact! - Advertise in the 2015 Greater 
Lansing Visitor Guide 

  
How do you reach Greater Lansing's 4.7 million annual visitors and get 
your share of the millions of dollars they spend? Place an ad in the 2015 
Greater Lansing Visitor Guide! This annual publication helps tourists and 
residents new to the area make decisions about where to go and what to 
do, while ads, maps and listings provide vital information about the 
Greater Lansing area.  
  
The Greater Lansing CVB will distribute over 150,000 visitor guides in 
2015 at high-traffic locations all over the state and across the US. This is 
a big-time advertising opportunity and a no-brainer based on the cost per 
exposure. Get things rolling before August 1st and cash in on early bird 
pricing! Have questions? Contact Jan Pfeiffer, GLCVB Membership 
Manager at jpfeiffer@lansing.org.  
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

mailto:jpfeiffer@lansing.org?subject=Visitor


 
ATTENTION LCC ALUMNI (anyone who has taken a class or more):  

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Building Hope Golf Classic is in August 

  
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Ingham County is holding a "Building Hope" Golf 
Scramble on Thursday, August 14, at Wheatfield Valley Golf Club, Williamston.  8 a.m. 
registration, shotgun start at 9 a.m.  Sponsorship opportunities are available.  Call 
517-655-1872 for more information. Click this link for the 
flyer:  http://www.inghamhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2014-golf-outing-flyer1.pdf  

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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AT&T Tee it up for Kids 

  
Join Child and Family Charities at the 2014 AT&T Tee it up for KiDS! Annual Charity 
Golf Scramble on Friday, August 15, 2014 at Eagle Eye and Hawk Hollow Golf 
Courses! Play Golf and Do Good! By signing up as a sponsor or for a foursome team you 
will be helping abused, neglected and at-risk children and youth.  
  
Players will receive many benefits including a quality player polo shirt, fun contests 
and prizes, great food and drink tickets, a fabulous awards reception hosted by Sheri 
Jones and Melik Brown, with great tunes by Don Dove and the Sea Cruisers, and Bill 
"HUGE" Simonson airing the HUGE show from the Golf Scramble!  
  
Child and Family Charities hopes you will join them along with Honorary 
Chairs Draymond Green, Kelvin Torbert, and Andre Hutson for a super day of golf with 
friends! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Allegiance Health Hosts Free Healthy Cooking 
Demonstrations 

  

Allegiance Health is pleased to offer free healthy cooking demonstrations, presented 
by It's Your Life registered dietitians.  These free events will take place from 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Allegiance Health Anderson Building, Auditorium B on the 
Allegiance hospital campus: 

  
o   Tuesday, July 8 - Eating for Energy:  Do you start your day at 8 a.m. sharp and 

end at 5 p.m. dull? Your food choices can either help you feel energized or zap 
your energy. Following this live cooking demonstration, you'll understand the 
impacts foods have on your energy level and discover practical strategies to 
incorporate more energy- boosting foods into your diet.  



  
o   Thursday, August 7 - Stock Your Pantry for Quick Meals:  The secret to preparing 

quick and delicious meals at home is having the right ingredients on hand. Learn 
how stocking up on the basics can take the stress out of cooking while saving you 
time and money at the supermarket. 

  
o   Tuesday, September 16 - Eating Healthy on the Go:  When life is hectic and 

you're scrambling from one responsibility to the next, your food choices can take a 
turn for the worse. Say good bye to the drive-thru and hello to simple, quick and 
healthy foods that will energize your busy lifestyle! 

  
To register for any or all of these live demonstrations, please call the It's Your Life 
office at (517) 841-7495. Special thanks to AstraZeneca HealthCare Foundation's 
Connections for Cardiovascular HealthSM for funding these health-promoting 
opportunities. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Upcoming SBDC Offerings 
at LCC Main Campus (unless noted)   

Call (517) 483-1921 to register 

  
Starting a Business 

  
This course is designed for individuals who are considering self-employment or who may 
be at the beginning stages of starting a business. Delivered in a workshop format, this 
introductory session helps aspiring entrepreneurs assess their abilities to lead and manage 
a company as well as evaluate market and sales potential for their products/services. Start-
up costs, financing options and business planning are introduced, along with necessary 
steps to getting started.  Free 
  

Tues., June 17th, 9:00-
11:00am 

  

Tues., July 15th 9:00-
11:00am 

  

Tues., July 22 6:00-8:00pm 

Delta Township District 
Library 

 

  
 

How to Communicate in a Social Media World 

Thursday, June 19th from 8:00-10:00am 
Location:  Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, 500 E. Michigan Ave. 
Fee:  $15 
  
Learn the differences between the most popular social media platforms and how they affect 
your business. This seminar will cover demographics, popularity and time involved with 
making each social platform a success. By choosing the right social media for your 
industry, you are able to save time and resources while becoming successful. Who should 
attend: business owners with little or no experience using any social media platform for 
business. This is a lecture only seminar and doesn't allow for hands-on practice.    
To Register:  contact Travis Richardson at (517) 853-6463.    

  

  
 

Writing a Business Plan 

Tuesday, June 24th from 9:00-11:30am 
  
  This seminar covers business planning in detail for those individuals who want to increase 
the ir chances for successful self-employment or new business launch. Specifics of 
marketing, finance, legal, regulatory issues, operations, information based planning and 
management are key components of this workshop. The first steps for creating a business 
plan draft will be included. Live examples of effective business plans are used as course 
material.  Free. 
  

  

  
 

Marketing Your Business 

Wednesday, July 23rd from 9:30am-12:00pm 
  
This course presents practical applications of marketing concepts designed to grow small 
businesses. It covers basic marketing principles including market analysis and research, 
target marketing, assessing competitors, and marketing implementation. A strategic, well 
planned approach to marketing is demonstrated, with several examples of effective hands-
on marketing techniques. Focus is on the business's customers - creating and keeping 
them.  Free 

  



  

 



 
    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  



 
MASON 150 CLUB AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS WANTING 
TO SUPPORT MASON AREA SESQUICENTENNIAL IN 2015 
Joining the Mason 150 Club gives you an opportunity to show pride in our community! 

  

This year and next, your Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will continue to host popular 
community events, such as the Courthouse Concerts, Spring Fling, Independence Day Parade, 
Down Home Days, and Mason Holidays Light Parade.  These Chamber-hosted events help 
improve the quality of life for Mason residents and attract visitors to our growing community.   
  
To better celebrate the Mason area's sesquicentennial, the Chamber would like to co-brand 
the events with "Mason 150" in the upcoming year of 2015.  The Chamber's sesquicentennial 
involvement began with Mason 150 streetlight banners that went up in 2013 and will be up 
through 2015.  But there's a lot more to do.   
  
We now need the assistance of individuals to join our new "Mason 150 Club" to provide 
necessary funding for that co-branding.  To become a member of the Mason 150 Club, you 
simply make a $150 contribution toward this co-branding effort of the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  Just write a check and send it in!  A chance for the Mason area to celebrate like 
this just doesn't happen very often, so only the first 150 people are eligible to join.   
  
Contributors will receive their choice of up to $50 worth of thank you gifts imprinted with the 
Mason 150 logo shortly after joining the club.  Some of the possible items from which to 
choose include a baseball cap, polo shirt, bumper sticker, key chain, luggage tag, calculator, 
coffee mug, lapel pin, t-shirt, magnetic clip, tote bag, and many other items.  Displayed with 
pride, those items will help spread the world about our Mason area's sesquicentennial.   
  
It's easy for you to help the Chamber get the celebration started by sending a personal check 
for $150 to MACC, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854.  We'll contact you right away about 
your choice of gifts.  
  
Mason 150 Club members will also have their names listed in promotional material thanking 
Mason 150 contributors. Dart Container Corporation has awarded the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce a $1000 contribution to help kick-start the Mason 150 Club and help us get ready 
for the year-long celebration, but now we need your individual contribution.  
  
Besides the many co-branded community and networking events of the Mason Area Chamber 
of Commerce, a number of other sesquicentennial events are planned by other community 
groups.  For example, the City of Mason has a "Legacy Tree Project" that is requesting 
individuals and families to contribute $150 toward the planting of a tree in a Mason park.    
  
A number of unique community events specifically for the sesquicentennial year are also 
being planned. The Chamber encourages local businesses and organizations to set aside some 
promotional budget for 2015 to support those events.  More information on business and 
organization sponsorships will be coming soon. 

    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Final Note: 

     Continuing a 42-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON 
in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-copy 
newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news 
from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format.  The several 
insert pages included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing 
or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to 
continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also 
maintains value for limited advertising.   
     Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 440 key decision-makers in the Mason 
area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, Chamber 
volunteers, and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the 
same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions.  Items are 
included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency of the 
publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE" 
newsletter electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted 
their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, 
are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder.  A link to the archive on the website for 
the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the 
UPDATE.  A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month for 
all UPDATE submissions.  All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for 
publication consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail 
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who are 
Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look ahead for upcoming events on: 

www.masonchamber.org 

AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE 

MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.masonchamber.org/
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FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE THEM 
TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT: 

www.masonchamber.org  
   
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

 Click on Community Events at:   

www.masonchamber.org  
  

 

MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is being 
sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce as 

contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and select Chamber 
stakeholders.   

  
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.  Instead, 

use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the subject 
line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail, just 

let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  
  

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN 
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON 
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG 

  

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce | 148 E. Ash Street | Mason | MI | 48854 
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