MASON in Motion
31ST ANNUAL MASON SPRING
FLING FESTIVAL IS MAY 1 - 4
Come out and meet your neighbors
during the 31st annual Spring Fling Festival
that surrounds the first Saturday in May!
Many things will be going on in Mason
starting on Thursday, May 1st. Details on all
the many community events will be in
May’s Mason in Motion newsletter arriving
at the end of April.
The centerpiece of the community festival
weekend is our 31st annual Spring Fling
Courthouse Show.
The Mason Area
Chamber
of
Commerce’s
annual
Courthouse Show is being held on Saturday, May 3rd. It is held now always on the first
Saturday in May. However, many more special events will be taking place all around
the Mason area during the Thursday through Sunday festival.
Please go to www.masonchamber.org and click on “Mason Area Community Events
Calendar” and scroll down for the latest information and contact numbers. Some events
are weather dependent and a couple of the activities have an admission charge. More
events will be added and details may change slightly as plans of community groups firm
up. Here are just a few of the highlights:
Mason’s Spring Fling starts off on Thursday, May 1st, with a National Day of Prayer
community prayer breakfast at Mason First United Methodist Church at 7 AM.
Advance tickets are $6.50 from members of the Kiwanis Club of Mason and at
Bestsellers Books & Coffee Company. On Friday, May 2nd, don’t miss the 26th Mason
State Bank 5K to benefit the Mason Public Schools Foundation (see sidebar).
The signature event of Mason’s Spring Fling begins Saturday morning May 3rd, with
the 31st annual Courthouse Show downtown, presented by LAFCU. The show is held
outdoors -- rain or shine. Ingrid Nova of the City of Mason, chair of the Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce’s Spring Fling & Down Home Days committee says that “our
estimates are that between 4,000 and 6,000 people attend this show each year.” She also
notes that “the show features a mix of arts and crafts, food vendors, community groups
and other booths.”
The Courthouse Show runs from 9 AM to 4:30 PM on Saturday only. There will be
entertainment from Ruhala Performing Arts at 11 AM on Maple Street, sponsored by
Dart Container Corporation. A “Kids’ Korral” children’s activity area will be located
near the west Courthouse steps. Admission is charged for the kiddie rides, some games,
and bounce house.
Many more things happen on Saturday at other locations in Mason. The Mason
Firefighters Association will have a pancake breakfast from 7 AM to 11 AM at the
Pelton Memorial Fire Station, and there will be the annual pie sale at Mason Area
Historical Society, 200 E. Oak Street in Mason, starting at 10 AM. The CBI program
at Mason High School, 1001 S. Barnes Street, will host the Craft Fair & Mom-to-Mom
Sale at the school from 9 AM to 3 PM. The Masonic Lodge #70
Child Identification will be held at Mason First United
Methodist Church, 201 E. Ash Street, from 10 AM to 4 PM.
The Rotary Club of Mason will have their annual duck race
on Sycamore Creek next to Lee Austin Park on Ash Street, just
west of the Mason City Hall, at 12:30 PM. Darrell’s Auto
Body will have a car show. Select Mason area businesses will
also have their sidewalk sales on Saturday. Many homeowners
will participate in a city-wide rummage sale throughout Mason
neighborhoods during the Spring Fling weekend. Mason’s
Spring Fling organizers also extend an invitation to attend
Sunday services at one of the many churches in the Mason area.
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PLEASE NOTE:
The 26th annual Mason State Bank 5K
Run/Walk will be part of Spring Fling
again this year! It will take place on Friday,
May 2nd. (See the application inserted into
this newsletter.) The race starts at 7:00 p.m.
on Maple Street, just north of the
downtown’s historic Ingham County
Courthouse. This is a popular midMichigan race that attracts people from
many surrounding
localities. The net
proceeds benefit
the Mason Public
Schools Foundation.
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6TH ANNUAL “ LAMB FESTIVAL”
EVENTS AT SHAWHAVEN FARM
th

Come on out to visit the lambs at the 6 annual Lamb Festival
at Shawhaven Farm on Saturdays, April 12th & 19th from 10
AM to 5 PM and Sunday, April 13th from 12 Noon to 5 PM at
1826 Rolfe Road, south of Mason. Meet up to 150 lambs!
You will be able to see lambs from 3 weeks old to newborn,
maybe only hours old. Activities include an animal viewing
area. Have your picture taken holding a lamb. In the
Shawhaven Event Barn, you can see wool demonstrations and
take part in a variety of family-friendly activities.
Tickets are $5.00 per person, kids under 2 are free. Wagon
and farm train rides are $2.00 per adult, $1.00 for kids 2-16, kids
under 2 are free. A snack area is also available. Most events are
inside and the wagon ride has a cover, so rain or shine, people
can come join in Shawhaven Farm’s “Haven of Fun.”

APRIL 24TH GOOD MORNING MASON
TO HAVE “ SPRING FLING ” THEME
Our 109th “Good Morning, Mason!” news
and networking breakfast meeting is on
Thursday, April 24th. This GMM is
presented by Dart Bank, sponsored by
TomCo Asphalt and catered by Darrell’s
Market and Bestsellers Books & Coffee
Company. Hear more about the 13th
annual MACC Raffle. Hear more about
this summer’s Thursday Night Live
concerts. Win our 50/50 drawing or get a special “Spring Fling”
item. The meeting is at the Ingham County Fairgrounds
Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street, from 7:15 to 8:15 AM.
Admission is $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers, which
also includes the catered continental breakfast. “Chamber 101”
member orientation follows at 8:30 AM in the same location.

How do we pay for our newsletters?
Mailed to 440 key business decision-makers in the
area, the Mason in Motion newsletter provides a lowcost, hassle-free direct mail advertising option. Your
insert can be a page (front & back if you wish) that
educates other Chamber folks on your business
services, a full page of coupons, or a flyer promoting
a big event or sale. You save money by getting the
sheets printed yourself on both sides or we’ll print
black on white or colored paper for you on just one
side. The fee for insertion is just $100.
Your business or organization can be included by
calling Doug Klein at (517) 676-1046 to make your
reservation and then getting 450 copies of your 8.5"
x 11" insert to the Chamber office by the 20th of the
month immediately before the newsletter month of
publication. We normally have only one member
participate each month, so reserve your spot today!
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… STILL TIME TO JOIN MASON AREA
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE
MAiBA (Mason Area Independent Business Alliance) is a new
cooperative effort of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Hometown USA committee. It focuses specifically on creating a
positive image for locally owned independent businesses in the
Mason area. If your business is independently owned, you’ll get a
number of benefits. We encourage you to join MAiBA and take
an active part in it. Other area businesses and organizations that are
not independent businesses may not be an official part of MAiBA,
but they may go on record to support this effort.
Our local economy gets a big boost if business owners,
managers, and employees spend more of their money within the
Mason area. According to the “local multiplier effect,” a greater
local economic return is generated by money spent at locallyowned independent businesses compared to other businesses.
Typically, independent businesses simply recirculate more
money in their communities. The four largest components of this
increased local spending are: wages and benefits paid to local
employees; goods and services purchased from other local
businesses; profits that accrue to local owners; and taxes paid to
local and state governments.
Everyone in our community will experience a “win-win” when
you make a special effort to grow our local economy, and we’ll
all get thriving businesses and increased commerce in return.
Start today by joining the MAiBA effort. Ambassadors will be
contacting you soon to help you learn more and get started!

WELCOME OUR NEW MASON
AREA CHAMBER MEMBERS
Please welcome the following new Chamber members:

MERCHANT
SOLUTIONS
3120 Sovereign Drive, Suite 4A - Lansing, MI 48911
Phone: (517) 937-8097 - Fax: (517) 882-4030
www.merchantsolution.com
gilbert@merchantsolution.com - Gilbert Gonzales
Merchant Solutions is a credit card processing company offering other
ancillary services. It has been in the greater Lansing area for over 20
years and is a member of the Better Business Bureau.

ALL SAINTS
LUTHERAN CHURCH
720 W. South Street - Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 676-2610 - Fax: (517) 676-5857
www.allsaintsmason.org
office@allsaintsmason.org – Pastor Matthew Titus
All Saints Lutheran Church is a local community of faith welcoming
all to serve God through worship, study, and service with and for the
community of Mason.

Please welcome back to Chamber membership:

FIFTH THIRD BANK
606 W. Columbia - Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 676-1429 - Fax: (517) 676-5153
www.53.com – Millisa Kimber – millissa.kimber@53.com
Fifth Third Bank has served local communities for over 150 years.
Personal and business services are available to help people find solutions.
It continues to invest time, resources and people to help build a better
tomorrow in the communities it serves.
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HELP IN FUNDRAISING FOR THE
MASON AREA VISITORS CENTER
The Mason Area Visitors Center is located in the front section of
the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s office at 148 E. Ash
Street in the downtown across from the Ingham County
Courthouse. The Center serves as a point of information about
regional attractions and local events -- both for visitors and for the
many new residents coming into the Mason area to live.
The Center is staffed by Chamber employees who are
Certified Tourism Ambassadors of the Greater Lansing
Convention and Visitors Bureau, who make daily
referrals to Chamber member businesses and others—
in person, by phone and by e-mail. The Center assists thousands of
visitors and new residents seeking information about all there is to
see and do in the Mason area and Greater Lansing community.
However, unlike the GLCVB Visitors Centers in Lansing and
East Lansing, the Mason Area Visitors Center is not supported
through tax revenue. Instead, its operation is solely dependent on
funding by the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce.
The Center now needs repainting and refurbishing -- both inside
and out -- to get ready for our Mason Area’s Sesquicentennial in
2015. Operational costs for the Center also include maintenance
and upkeep, promotional materials, and signage. Supplementing
the contributions of businesses and organizations with
contributions by individuals through certain select fundraising
efforts is an additional way to provide needed operational support
for the Mason Area Visitors Center and its vital
community-building activities.
Through the month of April, Schwan’s Cares (a
fundraising network) is a way for individuals to
support the Center.
Go to www.SchwansCares.com or by calling local representative Jeff
McGinthy at (517) 896-2686, you can order from Schwan’s Home
Delivery and help the Center meet its fundraising goals. 20% of
product and 40% of e-certificate sales will go back to the
organization, and Schwan’s will contribute 5% of all orders to the
organization for the rest of this year.
Any money the Chamber gets from individuals in fundraising
cannot be considered a tax deductible donation, since the Chamber
is not a charitable or educational nonprofit. Instead, contributions
support the Chamber – our local business community’s association
– a nonprofit organization with many activities and programs that
benefit the entire Mason area community.
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
On Monday, April 7th at 7:00 PM,
the Mason Area Historical Society
will host a presentation by Teresa
Wren at the Mason Area Historical
Museum, 200 E. Oak Street. She
will provide a historical abstract of
the three generations of ownership at Kean's Store Company, a
downtown Mason landmark since 1928. Kean’s Store is the 2014
Mason Area Excellence in Business Award winner.
Know anyone having a garage sale? Want
another option for awesome stuff after the sale
is over? Donate it to the Habitat ReStore! All
donations are tax deductible. Donating to the
ReStore is easy. Drop stuff off during open business hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM 5:00 PM at 954 E. Grand River in Williamston. You may also
call and schedule a pickup... but don’t wait too long to call, the
pick-up schedule books fast! To schedule, call (517) 655-1872.
Just some examples of items accepted: working appliances,
ceiling fans and lights, furniture, sinks, toilets, tile, and much
more. If you’re not sure about something, call (517) 655-1872.
The ICD Annual Meeting has been postponed to
Wednesday May 21, 2014 from 6:00 PM to 8:00
PM at the Ingham Conservation District, 1031
W. Dexter Trail, east of Mason. Visit with
neighbors, enjoy good food and learn about local
conservation issues and opportunities. The guest
speaker is John Sarver, board director of the Great Lakes
Renewable Energy Association. The topic of the night will be
“Wind and Solar Options for your Home and Farm.” Tickets are
$13.00 per person. Dinner will include Baked Chicken, Green
Beans Almandine, Fettuccine Alfredo, Mixed Green Salad, Rolls
and Coffee. Please RSVP by sending a check payable to the
Ingham Conservation District or call their office to pay by credit
card at (517) 676-2290.
Capital Region Small Business Development
Center at LCC is presenting Know Your
Numbers - Five Keys To Using Financial
Statements, a program for business owners
and key staff who want to have a better
understanding of how to use their financial statements to manage
their business profitability. Topics include: how to read your
balance sheet and income statement and identify opportunities for
improvement, the proven ways to increase your company's cash
flow, using breakeven analysis to help you make
critical decisions, planning the working capital to support your
growth, and strengthening the partnership with your lender. It will
be on Wednesday, April 16, 2014 from 8:00 AM to 12:00 noon at
the Small Business Development Center, Lansing Community
College, 309 N. Washington Square, Suite 110, in downtown
Lansing. Fee is $25 (includes workbook and refreshments), but
veterans & Fifth Third clients are free. Please call (517) 483-1921
for registration.
This program is
financially assisted by Fifth Third
Bank. Reasonable arrangements for
persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two
weeks in advance.
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BUSINESSES WILL “ SEE THEIR NAME IN LIGHTS ” SOON
Mason has a way of letting residents know that spring has arrived! Sometime after they finish dealing with the snow, ice, and tree branches, crews from the City
of Mason will be putting up streetlight banners again on North Cedar Street and throughout Mason’s downtown district. The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
is hosting the second year of our three-year program for streetlight banners. This is your second chance for businesses, organizations, and others to get in on the
popular once-every-three year Mason area banner program. You can still have your business or organization’s name on a very visible bottom
dangler for the next two years – including our 2015 sesquicentennial.
This is a great way to show community support and celebrate the Mason 150 sesquicentennial at the same time. The banners have a “flip-side”
banner design. The banners are in “Mason colors” of red and blue on a white background. Your business or organization’s name is in block print
in black on a white dangler beneath the banner.
Those who signed up for the program last year will have their sponsored banners through 2015. However, to get in on the last two years of this
three-year program, the two-year price for 2014 & 2015 will be $125 for Chamber members and $175 for nonmembers. Additional danglers for
those already in the program are just $80 per banner for both of the two years left in this banner program. If any danglers remain unsold this year,
the one-year price that will cover just 2015 only will be at a higher rate per year for both members and nonmembers of MACC.
Those interested in the banner program may contact the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce office at 148 E. Ash Street. Our phone number
is (517) 676-1046 and masonchamber@masonchamber.org is our e-mail address. Our office is open 9 AM to 3 PM, Monday through Friday.

2014 MACC Board of Directors
Lori Pfost ………………………………………………………..…....….. President
Dart Bank
Kathy Smith ………………………………………...……………… Vice-President
Mason Insurance Agency
Marlon Brown ……………………………………....……………............ Treasurer
City of Mason
Andrew Serratelli ………………………………………………...… Past President
Dart Container Corporation

Shelbi Frayer .................................................................... Mason Public Schools
Sue Fulk ................................................................................. Independent Bank
Jeff Haueter .................................................................. Mason A&W Restaurant
Shireen Luther ............................................................................. TomCo Asphalt
Jeff Oesterle ............................................................Little Creeks Cattle & Grain
Scott Russ................................................................. Oracle Financial Solutions
Neil Sheridan....................................................... BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape
Kathy Wakefield .................................................................... Mason State Bank
Bruce Wigginton ......................................................... Mason Auto Body Repair

Doug Klein …. Executive Director
Bonnie Root ….. Administrative Assistant
Aleasha Wood ….. Program Assistant

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

148 E. Ash Street
Mason, Michigan 48854

www.masonchamber.org
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Business Fitness Check-Up
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce is working with the MI-SBTDC www.misbtdc.org to provide assistance to our
members and small businesses. This business check–up was created to help you think about your business objectively. Find
out how you rate by answering the questions below.
Scoring: Give yourself 1 point for each Yes question.
____Is your customer base diverse with no one customer
dominating revenue?
____Do you have strong customer retention?
____Is your sales force delivering a consistent message
about your product or service?
____Have you created or updated your marketing plan in
the last year?
____Are you fully utilizing social media appropriate to
your business?
____Are your systems/processes working efficiently?
____Are products and/or services delivered on time?
____Is your business keeping up to date with the latest
technology to serve your customers?
____Does your company have a healthy profit in
comparison to your industry?
____Do you have an annual budget that is monitored
monthly though your Profit and Loss statement?

____Do you use your Balance Sheet to make management
decisions?
____Is cash flow sufficient to stay current with vendors?
____Do you have a low employee turnover rate?
____Do your employees have measurable goals?
____Have you created or updated your strategic plan in the
last two years?
____Does your staff or team understand your strategy and
direction over the next three years?
____Are you implementing your plans (financial, marketing,
strategy)?
____Do you have a source for sound advice outside of your
organization such as a mentor, advisory board,
consultant or peer group?
____Are you using free or low cost community business
services such as SBTDC, Michigan Works, the Chamber,
and the community college?
____Overall, are you satisfied with the current results and/or
profitability of your business?

____________ Total Points
Other concerns or questions (optional) _____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Fitness Check-Up Scoring
Give yourself 1 point for each Yes question.
16-20 Looking good! Congratulations! Your organization is on solid ground and positioned for the future. Let us know if we can offer
resources to help your business grow.
11-15 Great progress! You have a lot of things in place, but it wouldn’t hurt to get some outside assistance. We may have services
and resources that can help you on this journey.
6-10
You might be busy working in the business not on the business. This is a common challenge when you are growing. A little
outside assistance might be just what you need.
1-5
Depending on the size of your business and your expectations for growth, you may benefit from assistance with planning and
putting some processes in place. Let us connect you with some resources.
The following survey was created by the MI-SBTDC and the Chamber of Commerce. It is used to assess general strengths and
weaknesses of your business and connect you with the right resources at the right time. It is not meant to predict the potential
outcome or future of your business.
Would you like someone from the Chamber and SBTDC to contact you? If Yes: Complete this form and return it today to:
MACC, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854, Fax: (517) 676-8504
Business Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________Email _______________________________________________________________

is the presenting sponsor of the
2014 Spring Fling Courthouse Show

2014b

31st Annual

Our 31st annual Spring Fling Courthouse Show on

MACC members get a $10
discount per space for Spring
Fling and Down Home Days
Courthouse Shows. Go to
www.masonchamber.org
for membership information!st

41st Annual

May 3, 2014 and our 41

annual Down Home Days

Spring Fling & Down Home Days Courthouse Shows
Saturday, May 3, 2014 & Saturday, September 20, 2014

Mason, Michigan – Hometown U.S.A.
Courthouse Show on September 20, 2014 are both outdoor shows held around the Ingham County Courthouse in downtown Mason and are
held rain or shine. Show hours are 9 AM to 4:30 PM. The 131 lawn and 18 street spaces are 10' x 10' and the fee is $60.00 per space.
Exhibitors may set up any time after 6 AM on the day of the show. This show is non-juried and applications are accepted on a first come,
first served basis until all booth spaces are reserved or until 3:00 p.m. on the Thursday before each show, whichever comes first. No
electricity is available. No tables or canopies are provided. No carpeting or flooring of any kind on the lawn spaces is allowed. Whenever
possible, we ask that you set up 18 inches in from the sidewalk to avoid sprinkler lines.
You will receive a postcard confirming your exact booth space after March 15th for Spring Fling and after July 15th for Down Home Days.
Local and state governments have requested that we furnish them with the sales tax license numbers of our exhibitors. The City of Mason
has requested that we furnish them with the vehicle license numbers of our exhibitors, as parking all day in two-hour spots is prohibited.
There is a space on the application form for you to provide those numbers. If you need to get a sales tax number, you may contact the
Michigan Department of Treasury at 517-636-4660 or apply online through the www.michigan.gov website. There are also separate
availability, fees, applications and procedures for a small and limited number of food vendors. Please contact the Chamber for information
and food vendor applications.
If you were an exhibitor at the Spring Fling Courthouse Show in 2013, you may have your same booth space in 2014 if we receive your
application and payment by March 15, 2014. If you were an exhibitor at the Down Home Days Courthouse Show in 2013, you may have
your same booth space in 2014 if we receive your application and payment by July 15, 2014. This year, we will again be assigning new
vendors in three sections in each show: “Artisan’s Row” for arts & crafts, “Community Corner” for local groups, and “East Market” for flea
market and manufactured items. Only one vendor for certain manufactured items is allowed (i.e. Tupperware, Mary Kay, etc.). Requests for
Spring Fling Courthouse Show refunds will be honored, less a $10 handling fee until April 1, 2014. Requests for Down Home Days
Courthouse Show refunds will be honored, less a $10 handling fee until August 15, 2014. To participate in one or both of these shows,
complete the form on this page, make your check payable to MACC and mail it right away!
MAIL TO: MASON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 148 E. ASH STREET - MASON, MI 48854
Include payment of $60.00 for each 10'x10' space you are requesting. MasterCard/Visa payments may be phoned into our office.
Phone: (517) 676-1046 - Fax: (517) 676-8504 - E-Mail: masonchamber@masonchamber.org - Website: www.masonchamber.org

- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - --- - - - -- - - Business/Organization ____________________________________________________ E-Mail_________________________________
Contact Person _________________________________________________________ Telephone_______________________________
Address______________________________________________________City_______________________State______Zip__________
Description of Arts/Crafts/Merchandise______________________________________________________________________________
Michigan State Sales Tax License Number___________________________ (As may be required by the State of Michigan and Ingham County)
Vehicle(s) License Plate Number(s)_________________________________________________________________________________
The exhibitor hereby agrees to follow show rules and releases the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, the City of Mason, the County of Ingham, its
members, board of directors, staff and volunteers of any liability for damage, injury, or loss to any person or goods from any cause whatsoever. The
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce reserves the right to require the removal of any items the Chamber deems objectionable and inappropriate without
refund of fees.

Signed: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate the number of booths required:

Spring Fling __________
5/3/14

Down Home Days _________
9/20/14

______________________________________________Please do not write below this line_________________________________________

