
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

DONôT MISS THE MACC HOLIDAY   
PARTY MIXER ON DECEMBER 1 0TH  
 

   Mark your calendars for Thursday, December 10th for The Mason Area 

Chamberôs biggest member mixer event, the annual MACC Holiday Party. The 

holiday party is again at the Ingham County Fairgrounds Community Building 

from 5 to 7:30 p.m.  The holiday party is a great time to greet all your friends 

and neighbors in the community and wish them the happiest of holidays. 

Admission is just $7 per person for members and $10 per person for non-

members.  The 2015 MACC Raffle Drawing will take place after the mixer. 

   Chamber Ambassadors and other volunteers 

have worked hard again this year to bring you 

a holiday party brimming with good food, 

music, door prizes, auction items, and a whole 

lot of fun.  The fundraising event is presented 

by MSU Federal Credit Union.  Supporting 

sponsors are Origami Brain Injury Rehabilitation Center , Dart Container 

Corporation, CP Federal Credit Union, 

Sound Source Entertainment, and Sheridan 

Realty & Auction. 

  Throughout the evening, youôll enjoy 

entertainment provided by Sound Source 

Entertainment, door prize drawings, and the 

50/50 raffle. Guests will also have the 

opportunity to taste food from ñTaste of 

Masonò area restaurants and caterers.  

   Most Mason Chamber member restaurants and caterers are also sponsors of the 

ñTaste of Masonò at the event: Mason A&W Restaurant, Keanôs Store 

Company, The Daily Scoop Ice Cream 

Shoppe, Darbôs Tavern & Eatery, Westside 

Deli, Biggby Coffee, Merindorf Meats, City 

Limits  Sports Grill, Big Boy of Mason, Good 

Bites, The Vault Deli, Darrellôs Market, 

Wendy's of Mason, and Bestsellers Books & 

Coffee Co.   We thank all of them for their 

sponsorship.   

   Donôt forget to bring your holiday gift-buying 

money with you!  This is an important 

fundraising event for the Chamber and we need 

your support to help support MASON VALUES and to GROW MASON!  Inside 

this newsletter youôll find a catalog of the auction items we have received to date.  

Most items are available through a silent auction, but some will be auctioned live 

at the party with auctioneer Bill Sheridan of Sheridan Realty and Auction.  For 

your convenience, items can be paid for with cash, check, VISA or MasterCard, 

on that evening.     

   Weôd like to thank the MACC members who have provided auction and door 

prize items and we encourage guests to thank them for their support by 

patronizing their businesses throughout the coming year. Come to the party and 

get some great gifts in exchange for your contribution to the Chamberôs 

community events fund. 
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NEW DIRECTORS CERTIFIED  
AT MACC ANNUAL MEETING  
  

   The 13-member Board of Directors of the Mason Area 

Chamber of Commerce will have several new members 

this coming year.  At the October Annual Meeting, the 

membership certified the election of the following: Ian 

Richardson of Doberman Technologies, Desiree 

Howard of ServiceMaster Absolute, Ron Drzewicki of 

Mason Public Schools, and Kassie Rhodes of Dart 

Bank. 

   Retiring from the Board at the end of this year are Lori 

Pfost of Dart Bank, Jeff Haueter of Mason A&W,  Neil 

Sheridan of BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape, and Bruce 

Wigginton of Mason Auto Body Repair. 

    Other Chamber board members continuing in 2016 

are Marlon Brown of the City of Mason, Kathy 

Wakefield of Mason State Bank, Scott Russ of Oracle 

Financial Solutions, Amy Hanson of Independent 

Bank, John Sabbadin of the Mason Firefighters 

Association, Don Waskiewicz of Deep Blue Insights, 

Joyce Grinczel of Dart Container Corporation,  and 

Mark Voss of Mark Voss Agency.  

   The Board encourages any and all individuals who are 

employees, principals, or associates of Chamber 

members to consider serving on one or more of the 

Chamberôs many committees. Doing so is probably the 

best preparation for any new Board member.  
 



THANKS  FOR 2015 MASON 
HOLIDAYS  CELEBRATION  
 

   The Mason Area Chamber of Commerceôs Mason Holidays 

Celebration Committee would like to thank all our sponsors, 

volunteers, partners, participants, and all those involved in making our 

Mason Holidays Celebration on Friday, November 27, 2015 a success.   

   Thanks go to presenting sponsor Dart Container Corporation, 

decorations sponsors CP Federal Credit Union and Mason 150 

Committee, trophy sponsor Wareôs Pharmacy, parade marshals 

American Legion Browne/Cavender Post 148 members; and our 

event partners Mason Area Historical Society, Mason RailTime 

Adventures, Mason A&W Restaurant, Mason Firefighters 

Association, Inspired Events, Mason Girl Scouts - Brownies - 

Daisies, Mason Optimist Club, Supreme Rental, Granger 

Container Service, Ingham County Facilities, and the City of 

Masonôs police, fire, public works, and administration departments.  

   Thanks also for the great assistance of the Mason High School 

Santa Band directed by Beth Bousfield, City of Mason Mayor Mike 

Waltz, and thanks to Jamie and Scott Robinson, our 2015 Citizens of 

the Year, during the Christmas tree lighting. 

   We also appreciate each of the participants in the fifteenth annual 

lighted parade.  The Mason Holidays Celebration committee was 

chaired by Aleasha Wood of Inspired Events.  They are looking for 

help in planning the 2016 Mason Holidays Celebration.  It will be held 

on Friday, November 25, 2016.  E-mail the Chamber at 

masonchamber@masonchamber.org or call the Chamber office at 

(517) 676-1046 to volunteer. 

 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS: 
 

Merindorf Meats & More  is having their annual ñTaste of the 
Holidaysò event on Saturday, December 5, from 11 AM to 3 PM.  
They will have their perfectly seasoned Prime Rib Roast, Fire-Glazed 
Ham, Smoked Turkey, and Pork Crown Roast available to sample. 
Mer indorf Meats is located at 2289 W. Barnes Road, near the US-
127 exit.   
 

Child & Family Charities  is again holding their Red Nose Ruckus!  
This year, it is at the Eagle Eye Banquet Center, located at 15500 
Chandler Road in Bath Township on Friday, December 11 at 6 PM. 
There will be auctions, fun, dancing, dinner, guest gifts, and 
complimentary wine and beer. Visit www.childandfamily.org for 
more information and to purchase tickets, if any are still available. 
 

 

 

 

The Mason Orchestral Society is 
pleased to announce its 2015 Holiday 
Concert. The concert will be on Friday 
December 18, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church located at 955 

Alton Road in East Lansing, Michigan. There is no fee for admission; 
however, donations are greatly appreciated.  

 
 

 

Eric Shertzing, Ingham County Treasurer invites you to join the 
Ingham County Land Bank for a Holiday and 10th Anniversary 
Celebration, on Tuesday, December 8th from 4-6 PM at Oracle 
Financial Solutions, 140 East Ash Street, Mason.  An RSVP is 
appreciated, at the www.iclbholidayparty2015.eventbrite.com 
website, but not required. 
 

Mason State Bank is an official drop-off location 
for Toys for Tots. Stop by their Mason downtown 
office or their Leslie office to donate a new 
unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots. They are collecting 
toys through December 14, 2015.  Mark Voss 
Agency ï Farm Bureau Insurance and the Chamber office are also 
drop-off sites. Bring a smile to a childôs face this holiday season! 
 

At the Mason Area Historical Society meeting on Monday, 
December 7th at 7:00 PM, Jim Mulvaney will give a presentation 
about the history of Ingham County barns.  The MAHS museum is 
located at 200 E. Oak Street.  The public is welcome. 
 

 

The Ingham Conservation District has received a DNR 
Wildlife Habitat Grant to burn and revitalize its existing 30 
acres of native warm season grass prairie to improve game and 
wildlife habitat.  Maintaining grassland habitat is critical to 

many game and non-game species such as ring-neck pheasant, wild 
turkey, rabbit and rare sparrows including Henslow's sparrow and 
grasshopper sparrow. The grant will also allow for the removal of 
invasive shrubs and trees and the creation of brush piles for small 
game habitat.  Best of all, the ICD  will be offering two upcoming 
public events: a Landowner Grassland Education Series for 
landowners interested in learning more about creating and managing 
grassland/prairie habitat on their own property and a youth hunt.   

 
 

 

Ingham County officials would like to hear from you!  Recently the 
Ingham County Parks Department held six public meetings to 
receive community input regarding the County Regional Trails and 
Parks Plan. They are moving forward to the next step in the process 
by making the Trails and Parks on-line survey available to all County 
residents.  The survey can be found by visiting the project website at 
www.inghamcountyparks.org.  The survey will be open until 
December 3, 2015. You can also visit the project website to see 
progress.  Please direct all inquiries to Ingham County Parks at 517-
676-2233 or parks@ingham.org. 
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CHAMBER GIFT CERTIFICATES  
MAKE GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS  
 

   The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce has 
the perfect solution for your gift giving needs!  
MACC gift certificates offer the gift recipient 
the option to choose what they want, instead of 
settling for a gift they don't really like or receiving a gift certificate 
only redeemable at a single place. From restaurants to entertainment; 
from office supplies to specialty shops; from automobile repair to 
retail items ï a MACC gift certificate offers you a truly unique gift 
that is right for everybody.  
   Mason Area Chamber of Commerce gift certificates are a great 
way to promote ñMason Valuesò and the importance of buying 
locally.  Give the gift of choice ï MACC gift certificates may be 
accepted at any Mason area business.  Give the gift of variety ï 
choose any denomination, it is a gift that fits any budget!  Give the 
gift of convenience ï certificates can be purchased at the Chamber 
office, they never expire or lose value, and may be redeemed by any 
Mason area business at the Chamber at full value.   For more details, 
please contact the Chamber office at (517) 676-1046 by phone or 
masonchamber@masonchamber.org by e-mail. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME OUR NEW MACC MEMBERS 
Please welcome the following new Chamber members:   
 

 

 

Vitality Salon  
and Spa 

 

 236 State Street 

Mason, MI  48854 
Phone: (517) 883-5102 

www.vitalitysalonandspa.com 

Anika Stern   -   vitalitysalon@outlook.com          

 

Vitality Salon and Spa offers hair, nail, facials, and permanent 

makeup services. 
 

Oak Park YMCA  
900 Long Blvd. -  Lansing, MI  48911 

www.ymcaoflansing.org 

Phone: (517) 827-9700 

Kelly King   -   kking@ymcaoflansing.org 

 

The YMCA  is a leading nonprofit organization that provides 

healthy living opportunities for all and programs that improve 

youth development by instilling core values.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

DEBORAH STUART TO BE THE NEW CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR STARTING IN JANUARY  
 

   The Mason City Council, after 

interviewing four qualified candidates, has 

offered the position of City Administrator 

to Deborah Stuart of Pleasant Lake, 

Michigan. She has accepted the offer and 

anticipates starting at the first of the year.  

   Since July 2012, she has served as 

Director of the Community Incentive 

Programs, a division of the Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation, 

where she has been employed since September 2008. She has also 

worked as a Project Manager in Economic Development for the 

City of Jackson and represents the Midwest on the Council of 

State Community Development Agencies Board of Directors.   

   Deborah Stuart has an extensive knowledge of community and 

economic development tools and strategies and is a strong 

manager who focuses on collaboration, open communication, and 

customer satisfaction. She holds a Master of Public 

Administration from Western Michigan University and a 

Bachelor of Applied Arts from Central Michigan University. 
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ITôS A WONDERFUL CHAMBER! revisited 
 

   Remember the Jimmy Stewart film ñItôs a Wonderful Life?ò  This time 

of year, itôs always a popular movie.  While Mason isnôt Bedford Falls 

(although comparisons have been made and we DID use it once for our 

Raffle theme), did you ever wonder what it would be like with no Mason 

Area Chamber of Commerce? 

¶ If there were no Chamber of Commerce, made up of 300 members 

willing to invest in the future of our community, who would host a 

visitors center open 30 hours a week and a website covering almost 

everything including tourism and relocation information, a local business 

directory, shopping, demographics, and community event information? 

¶ If there were no Chamber of Commerce, who would answer the 

thousands of questions about our community coming in from residents, 

tourists, prospective residents, and new businesses?  Who would 

represent our community to the region and direct people to our stores and 

restaurants? 

¶ If there were no Chamber of Commerce, who would pursue opportunities 

to make our area a better place to both live and make a living, by 

promoting MASON VALUES and buying locally?  Who would lead the 

effort to GROW MASON!? 

¶ If there were no Chamber of Commerce, who would put on major 

community events giving businesses an opportunity to sponsor and 

support the things that make Mason, Michigan Hometown U.S.A.? 

   Rest easy though, because the Chamber has been here since 1972 and 

is doing those very things and much more.  By the way, maybe thatôs 

part of why we really do have a pretty wonderful life around here! 

 



 

         

 

 
 

 

    

  Kathy Smith ééééééééééééééééééééé....é.. President 

         Mason Insurance Agency 

  Mark Vossééééééééééééééééé...éééé... Vice-President 

   Mark Voss Agency 

  Marlon Brown ééééééééééééééé....éé...é............ Treasurer 

 City of Mason  
  Lori Pfostééééééééééééééééé.éééé..é  Past President  

                                                            Dart Bank 
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GOOD MORNING, MASON! 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 ~  Presented by Dart Bank 
and Sponsored by Bestsellers Books & Coffee Company 

This coupon entitles the bearer to one free admisson to the Thursday, December 17, 2015 Good 

Morning, Mason! at the Ingham County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street at 

7:15 AM -- provided the bearer hasnôt attended GMM! in the past year.  Regular admission (with 

continental breakfast) is $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers at the door. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  THE 20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF  
GOOD MORNING MASON IS ON THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 18, 2016 

 

2015 MACC Board of Directors 

 Doug Klein é.. Executive Director 

Sandy Clark é..  Administrative Assistant 

     Aleasha Wood é.. Program Assistant 
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         PLE ASE POST THIS IN A HIGHLY VISIBLE SPOT IN YOUR BUSINESS 



 

Thank you  
for buying locally.   

 
Here are a few  
of the things  
you just did: 

 
 

1. YOU KEPT DOLLARS IN OUR LOCAL ECONOMY 
For every $100 you spend at one of our locally-
owned businesses, $68 will stay in the 
community.  A Michigan-based business keeps 
$54 working for us.  A nationally-owned 
business keeps just $43 in our community.  It 
pays us all to buy locally! 
 

2. YOU EMBRACED WHAT MAKES US UNIQUE 
¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  {ƻ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
same as everywhere else?  How boring! 
 

3. YOU CREATED LOCAL JOBS 
Local businesses are by and large better at 
creating higher-paying jobs for our neighbors. 
Small businesses help GROW MASON! 
 

4. YOU HELPED THE ENVIRONMENT 
Buying from a local business conserves energy 
and resources in the form of less fuel for 
transportation, less packaging, and you get 
products that you know are safe and well 
made, because someone local stands behind 
them. 
 

5. YOU NURTURED COMMUNITY 
We know you, and you know us.  Studies have 
shown that local businesses donate to 
community causes at more than twice the rate 
of other businesses. Many are members of the 
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce and 
support our community events and programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. YOU CONSERVED YOUR TAX DOLLARS 
Shopping in a local business district means 
more money available to beautify our 
community.  Also, spending locally instead 
of online ensures that your sales taxes are 
reinvested where they belongτright here 
in Michigan! 

 
 
 
 
 

7. YOU CREATED MORE CHOICE 
Businesses provide you with products and 
services based on what they know you like 
and want.  Local businesses carry a wider 
array of unique products because they buy 
for our own local market. 
 
 

8. YOU TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXPERTISE 
Local people are our friends and neighbors, 
and have a vested interest in knowing how 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
what they do.  Why not take advantage of 
that? 

 

9. YOU INVESTED IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
Creativity and entrepreneurship are what 
the American economy is founded upon.  
Nurturing local business ensures a stronger 
local community and more local jobs. 
 
 

10. YOU MADE US A DESTINATION 
The more interesting and unique we are as 
a community, the more we will attract new 
neighbors, visitors and guests.  This 
benefits everyone! 

 

 

 

PLEASE POST THIS IN A HIGHLY VISIBLE SPOT IN YOUR BUSINESS 

Adapted from an advertisement by Bestsellers Books & Coffee Company in Mason, Michigan ï Hometown U.S.A., first published in November 

2008. 



     

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

Holiday Party  
and December Mixer 

 

 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 ~ 5:00 ï 7:30 PM   
 

Community Building ~ Ingham County Fairgrounds  

                           Admission $7 members & $10 nonmembers   
 

                                                                           

 

 

     
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
 

                                   Live Auction Items éso far 
 

¶ Portable Saw valued at $130 from Ace Hardware 

¶ Lugnuts baseball package for 10 people in a 

private suite at the park with drinks & food valued 

at $400 from Dan Henry Distributing  and 

Darrellôs Market & Hardware 

¶ Sleigh full of goodies valued at $300 from Oracle 

Financial Solutions 

¶ A golf package for 2 valued at $50 from          

Eldorado Golf Course 

¶ Two separate photos of great scenes                 

valued at $75 each by and from Jeff Haueter  

¶ Keurig Coffee Machine valued at $100 from     

Besco Water Treatment 

             éand more live auction items to come! 
 

 

Supported by: 

 

Presented by: 
 

 
A special evening ofé 

 

-  Entertainment  

provided by Sound Source Entertainment 
 

-  A Taste of Mason 
A & W Restaurant * Bestsellers Books & Coffee Company  
City Limits Sports Grill * Darbôs Tavern & Eatery  
 Daily Scoop Ice Cream Shoppe * Darrellôs Market   

Good Bites * Keanôs Store Company * Mason Biggby Coffee 
Mason Big Boy * Merindorf Meats * The Vault Deli *  

Wendyôs of Mason * West Side Deli 
 

-  50/50 Raffle   -  Cash Bar 

-  Silent Auction from 5 to 7 PM 

-  Live Auction beginning at 7 PM with Auctioneer  

         Bill Sheridan, Sheridan Realty and Auction 
 

-  and a Visit from Santa 
 

Thanks to all  
for your sponsorships! 




