
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 2015 AWARD WINNERS ARE THE 
HEART OF MASON COMMUNITY  

 

   The Mason Area Chamber of Commerceôs 

annual Awards Dinner will be held on 

Wednesday, February 11th at the Eldorado 

Golf Course Banquet Center, 3750 W. 

Howell Road in Mason.  Social hour is at 5:30 

p.m.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.      

   Honorees include 2015 Citizens of the Year 

Jamie and Scott Robinson, Excellence in 

Education winner Karen Harvey, Excellence 

in Business winner BlueGrass Lawn & 

Landscape, the Presidentôs Award winner 

Peter Robinson, individual Special Recognition winner Bonnie Root, and group 

Special Recognition winner the Ingham County Fair Foundation.   

   Awards will also be presented for volunteer leadership to recent Board of 

Directors members and Chamber officers.  In addition, recognition will be given 

to select 2014 Chamber volunteers.  

   The event is generously presented 

by Sparrow Health System and 

supported by Dart Container 

Corporation  and Mason Auto Body 

Repair. Awards are sponsored by Masonôs A&W Restaurant, Independent 

Bank, Little Creeks Cattle & Grain, CP Federal Credit Union, TomCo 

Asphalt, Mark Voss Agency, Sheridan Realty & Auction, Dart Bank, Oracle 

Financial Solutions, and Mason State Bank. 

   The phone or in-person reservation deadline (with $40 prepaid reservations) is 

January 30th at 2 PM.  If there are still seats available after that date and time, 

prepaid reservations for the dinner will be at $50 per person, again with advance 

prepaid reservations only.  So grab your credit card and call the Chamber office! 
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   WHATôS IN THIS ISSUE? 
 

¶ 2015 Chamber Awards Dinner 

¶ Good Morning Mason February 26 

¶ News of Our Chamber Members 

¶ Inserts: Awards Dinner Sign-up Form, 

B2B Expo, Spring Fling Sponsor 

Application, Calendar of 2015 Chamber 

Events with stickers, TNL Courthouse 

Concerts Sponsorships , Mason 150 

Streetlight Banners.
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Itôs the ñmakinôoô the greenò   
 

Reach your best local customers and suppliers at the  

6
th  Mason Area Chamber of Commerce   

Business -to -Business Expo   

Thursday, March 5th from 5 to 8 PM at the  
Ingham County Fairgrounds Community  

  Building, 700 E. Ash Street in Mason.   

FREE Admission to all!  
Includes fun, food, and beverages.  
  

Someone will win a FREE iPad!  
It could be you!  Stop in that evening to find out! 

Enter our drawings for great ñB2B Bingoò Prizes!    

THANKS TO  OUR MASON CHAMBER  

MEMBERS WHO HAVE UPGRADED 

THEIR 2015 MEMBERSHIP LEVEL S  
 
 

   While 2015 MACC dues were due on January 
15, 2015, many members who sent in their dues 
have taken that opportunity to meet the challenge 
of upgrading their membership levels for 2015.   
   Thanks go to MSU Federal Credit Union, 
Allegiance Health, Sheridan Realty & 
Auction, Wolverine Engineers & Surveyors, 
Noud & Noud Attorneys, Origami Brain 
Injury Rehabilitation Center, ASK ï 
Application Specialists Kompany, CAPEX 
Land Company, Friends of the Mason 
Library, LAFCU, Mark Voss Agency, 
Morrow Roofing, Building Twenty -One, 
Alixôs Music Studio, Craft Care Homes, 
Eldorado Golf Course, and Oracle Financial 
Solutions.   
   Specific benefits for each membership level ï 
Basic, Business, Professional, Executive, and 
Corporate ï are listed in our membership and 
yearly update materials.  Membership level 
upgrades are accepted at any time! 

 

 



NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS: 
 
 

Masonôs Knights of Columbus Council 9182 is 

holding their annual St. James Fish Fry on Fridays 

from now through March 27th at 1010 S. Lansing 

Street, Mason from 4:30 to 7 PM.  Takeout dinners 

are available.  Complete fish/shrimp dinners are: 

$10 Adults; $9 Seniors (62+); $5 Kids (5-12); free for age 4 and 

under.  All you can eat is $12. 

 

There may still be reservations available the 

Mason Public Schools Foundation annual Red 

Carpet Gala to be held on Saturday, February 7, 

2015.  Enjoy appetizers, an elegant dinner, silent 

and live auctions, cash bar and more! The gala 

will be from 6 to 10 PM at the Walnut Hills Country Club, 2874 

E. Lake Lansing Road in East Lansing. Reservations are at 

masonpsf.org at $50/person. Proceeds benefit the Mason Public 

Schools. 

The Mason Area Community Fund 

(an advisory board of the Capital 

Area United Way) is accepting 

applications for grants from non-

profits in the Mason and Dansville area.  The MACF/CAUW  

supports local charities through the generous support of local 

individuals, most of whom contribute through payroll 

deductions.  Organizations and individuals interested in applying 

for a grant should request a grant application from 

macf@micauw.org website.  

 

The Mason Area Sesquicentennial 

Celebration Committee is meeting again 

on Monday, February 9th at 6:30 PM at Masonôs City Hall, 201 

W.  Ash Street in the second floor training room. Please come to 

this meeting to find out how you can be a part of this monumental 

celebration of our community.  
   

MACC VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
TO CONTINUE IN 2015 
 
 

 
 

   Don Waskiewicz of Deep Blue Insights was the latest winner 

in our 2015 Chamber Volunteer Recognition Program.  Donôs 

volunteer service as chair of our MACC Economic Development 

Committee was drawn from the fishbowl in the Chamber office 

on January 22nd.  Don wins a $25 MACC Gift Certificate good at 

any Mason area business. The gift certificate this month was 

sponsored by the Mason Kiwanis Club.  Your business or 

organization can sponsor the next one -- just call us to reserve one 

of these sponsorships. 

   For every hour of volunteering on a Chamber committee, 

program, or event, volunteers fill out a small, simple card with 

their name, activity, and membership affiliation and put it in the 

fishbowl to become eligible.  The more one-hour cards in the 

bowl, the better your chances to win.  While each card can only 

win once per year, all cards are kept in the bowl all through the 

end of the year.   

   On or about the 20th of each month in 2015, we will continue to 

draw cards from the fishbowl to win a $25 MACC Gift Certificate.  

This program is sponsored by Chamber member businesses and 

organizations to promote community volunteerism.   

 

 

 

PROMOTIONS AT MASON STATE BANK  
 

   President Timothy P. Gaylord is pleased to 

announce several promotions at Mason State 

Bank.  Timothy Otto has been promoted to 

Senior Vice President/ Controller.  Gary 

Organek has been promoted to Senior Vice 

President/ Commercial Banking.   

   MACC board member Kathy Wakefield has been promoted to 

Vice President/ Branch Administrator, and Lori Wallace has been 

promoted to Assistant Vice President/Operations.  
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SNOW SHOVELING TIPS  
from Orthopaedic Rehab Specialists 

 

¶ If you are inactive and have a history of heart 

trouble, talk with your doctor before you take 

on the task of shoveling snow. 

¶ Before shoveling, warm up your muscles by 

stretching. 

¶ Avoid caffeine, nicotine or eating before 

shoveling. 

¶ Dress in several layers so you can remove a 

layer as needed. Make sure to wear a hat and 

cover your neck. 

¶ Pick the right shovel for you.  A smaller blade 

will require you to lift less snow, putting less 

strain on your body. 

¶ Protect your back from injury by lifting 

correctly. 

¶ Take heavy snow in two stages.  Begin by 

skimming off the snow from the top, then 

remove the bottom layer.  Avoid overloading 

the shovel. 

¶ Don't try to shovel too much too quickly.  

Allow yourself enough time to do the work so 

you don't feel rushed.  Follow a slow and 

steady pace.  Take frequent breaks to stand up 

and stretch. 

¶ Drink plenty of water.  Breathing cold air 

dehydrates you. 

¶ Most importantly - listen to your body and stop 

if you feel pain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    
 

Encourage people to visit our 

www.masonchamber.org/calendar 
×ÅÂÐÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÁÎ 

informative monthly list format!  



GOOD  MORNING ,   MASON!   IS 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY   26 
TH 

 

 

   Wear green for St. Patrickôs Day early!  Join us 
on Thursday, February 26th for our latest 
installment of Good Morning, Mason!  The 
coupon opposite this article is a free pass to use 

if you havenôt attended GMM in the past year.  
   Since 1996, the Chamber has held Good Morning 
Mason! news and networking programs every other month.  
These events always take place at the Ingham County 
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street in 
Mason, and they start at 7:15 a.m. and end at 8:15 a.m.  They 
are organized by members of the Chamberôs GMM Ad Hoc 
Committee, chaired by Karla Spoor of Dart Bank, and the 
Chamberôs Ambassadors standing committee, chaired by 
Chamber president Lori Pfost of Dart Bank.   
   If youôve never attended Good Morning, Mason! before, 
hereôs what happens: community leaders like you gather to 
do informal networking and enjoy a continental breakfast 
catered by Darrellôs Market and Bestsellers Books & 
Coffee Co.  After a while, attendees sit to hear two-minute 
reports on up to ten topics of interest. New business and 
housing developments, local services, and community 
economic developments are often 
highlighted.   
   Presented by Dart Bank since the 
very beginning, Good Morning, 
Mason! is also the Chamberôs most popular networking 
event.   Often, a single sponsor reserves a five-minute 
segment for $100 to discuss their own business or 
organizationôs products or services. 
   Admission at the door is $5 per person for members and 
$8 for nonmembers. Introductions of everyone take place as 
part of the program, in case you missed meeting anyone 
over coffee. This time a ñChamber 101 session will take 
place immediately following GMM.  This is the best way to 
find out about all your MACC member benefits! 
 

6TH  BUSINESS - TO - BUSINESS EXPO 
AT  FAIRGROUNDS  ON  MARCH 5TH 
 

 
   Thursday, March 5, 2015 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. marks the 

6th Mason Area Business-to-Business Expo in the 

Community Building at the Ingham County Fairgrounds, 

700 E. Ash Street, in Mason.  The Expo will have dozens of 

exhibitors providing info and opportunities tailored to the 

needs of area business owners, managers, and 

associates.  Sign up to be an exhibitor today!  Everyone in 

the Mason area connected with a business or organization 

can attend for free! 

   One person invited by postcard to the Expo will win a free 

i-pad just by showing up!  There will also be door prize 

drawings for all participants.  Please refer to the newsletter 

insert enclosed or contact us by e-mail at 

masonchamber@masonchamber.org or by phone at (517) 

676-1046. We also need volunteers to staff the Chamberôs 

information tables at the Expo.  We need you to give us a 

call at (517) 676-1046 to help us out! 
 

 

 
WELCOME TH IS NEW 
CHAMBER   MEMBER:   
 
 

 

 

Mason 
Computer 

Repair 
 

100 State Street - Mason, MI 48854 - (517) 894-2284  

www.masoncomputerrepair.com ï Matt LaClear 

 
 

Mason Computer Repair 
is a family-owned business 

located in the former Tiki 

Jim and Ruff Cuts building 

next to the Mason Barber 

Shop on State Street. 
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GOOD MORNING, MASON!  
 

This coupon entitles the 
bearer to one free 
admisson to the 

February 26, 2015 
Good Morning, Mason! 
at the Ingham County 

Fairgrounds 

Community Building at 

7:15 AM,  provided the 

bearer hasnôt attended 
GMM! in the past year. 



2015 MACC Board of Directors 

Doug Klein é. Executive Director 
Bonnie Root é..  Administrative Assistant 

Aleasha Wood é..  Program Assistant 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

    

  Kathy Smith éééééééééééééééééééééé..é President 

                                       Mason Insurance Agency 
  Mark Voss éééééééééééééééééééééé Vice-President 

                                           Mark Voss Agency 

  Marlon Brown ééééééééééééééééé.ééé......... Treasurer 

                                                City of Mason  

  Lori Pfost ééééééééééééééééééééé.é  Past President  

                                                       Dart Bank 
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JOIN THE MASON AREA INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE  
   

   MAiBA  (Mason Area Independent Business Alliance) is a cooperative effort of the Mason Area Chamber  

of Commerceôs Hometown USA committee. It focuses specifically on creating a positive image for locally  

owned independent businesses in the Mason area. If your business is independently owned, youôll get a number 

of benefits. We encourage you to join MAiBA and take an active part in it. Other area businesses and organizations that are not 

independent businesses may not be an official part of MAiBA, but they may go on record to support this effort. 

  Our local economy gets a big boost if  business owners, managers, and employees spend more of their money within the Mason area.  

According to the ñlocal multiplier effect,ò a greater local economic return is generated by money spent at locally-owned independent 

businesses compared to other business. Typically, independent businesses simply recirculate more money in their communities. The four 

largest components of this increased local spending are: wages and benefits paid to local employees; goods and services purchased from 

other local businesses; profits that accrue to local owners; and taxes paid to local and state governments. 

   Everyone in our community will experience a ñwin-winò when you make a special effort to grow our local economy, and weôll all get 

thriving businesses and increased commerce in return.  Start today by joining the MAiBA  effort. Go to www.masonchamber.org/MAiBA 

-- learn more and get started!  
 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Joyce Grinczel ....................................................... Dart Container Corporation 
Amy Hanson .......................................................................... Independent Bank 
Jeff Haueter .................................................................. Mason A&W Restaurant 
Scott Russ ................................................................ Oracle Financial Solutions 
John Sabbadin  .................................................. Mason Firefighters Association 
Neil Sheridan ..................................................... BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape 
Kathy Wakefield .................................................................... Mason State Bank 

Don Waskiewicz ................................................................... Deep Blue Insights 
Bruce Wigginton ......................................................... Mason Auto Body Repair 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 


