MASON in Motion
4TH BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS
EXPO COMING MARCH 7TH
It’s “the makin’ o’ the green!” With all the folks from Lansing and Jackson
looking at the Mason area as a target market, we sure get plenty of sales
pitches. Wouldn’t it be nice to talk to just those vendors and suppliers who are
focused on us here in the
Mason area?
Well, here’s a great
way for your business or
organization’s people to
talk to other local people
who are in the business
of selling products and
services to businesses
and organizations like
yours -- the fourth
Mason Area Business-to-Business Expo will be held on Thursday evening,
March 7th from 5 PM to 8 PM at the Cobblestone Events Center, 205 Mason
Street in the Mason Antiques District.
Admission is FREE with a business card or
a simple contact information form completed
at the door. Food and beverages (beer, wine,
pop, and water) are provided free by our
sponsors throughout the evening, so stop by
after work or later for a light dinner and check
out what’s happening. You can also discover
what’s new in products and services with
neighboring businesses in the Mason area!
Do you sell products and services to
businesses and organizations? This is also
your opportunity to talk with other business
people about your business. Sign up now!
Complete the form enclosed with this
newsletter.
The Expo tables are limited to the first 25
MACC member businesses responding.
Details will follow when you return your form. Already signed up to exhibit
are:
Paul
Davis
Restoration,
ServiceMaster Absolute, CP Federal
Credit Union, Dart Bank, Ingham
County Fairgrounds, JP Signs &
Graphics, Mason Auto Body Repair,
Paper Image, Sign-A-Rama, among
others.
Cut through the clutter to reach your
best suppliers and customers. Attend
the Mason Area Business-to-Business
Expo on Thursday evening, March 7th!
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It’s “the makin’o’ the green!”
Reach your best (local)
customers and suppliers at the

MACC Businessto-Business Expo
Thursday, March 7th
from 5 PM to 8 PM at the
Cobblestone Events
Center, 205 Mason Street
in the Antiques District.
FREE admission to all
with a business card
includes fun, food,
and beverages.
Enter our drawing for
great “B2B Bingo” Prizes!
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
The fifth annual Mason Area Women’s
Expo will be held on Saturday, March 2nd
from 10 AM to 3 PM. This year, it will
again be held in the Main Arena building
at the Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700
E. Ash Street in Mason. This business-toconsumer event is hosted by Sower’s
Chiropractic Center. The Expo drew thousands of attendees
last year and features free parking and free admission. Kean’s
Store, Besco Water Treatment, CADL, Fox 47, Bullen’s
Weight Loss, Sparrow Mason Urgent Care, Mutual of
Omaha, R&R Travel, Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Mason Area Visitors Center, Professional Eye Care Centers,
Snap Fitness, Dart Bank, many other Chamber members and
other area businesses and organizations will have booths at the
Expo.

The Mason Firefighters Association will hold their
annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance on Saturday, March 16th
at 7 PM at the Ingham County Fairgrounds Community
Building, 700 E. Ash Street in Mason. Admission tickets
are $30 per couple. Live music begins at 8 PM. For
tickets, contact any member of the Mason Firefighters
Association.
Jewelry, purses, crafts, antiques, footwear,
pottery, housewares -- really something for
everyone -- will be at the Spring Flea
Market” that will be held on Saturday, March
23rd from 9 AM to 3 PM at the VFW Post 7309, 1243
Hull Road, south of Mason. The event is sponsored by the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary. There will be a bake sale. Hot
dogs and hamburgers will be available. Vendors are
wanted. Call for details at (517) 676-3282.

Mason’s Knights of Columbus are
continuing their annual St. James Fish Fry
on Fridays through March 22nd at 1010 S.
Lansing Street in Mason from 4:30 to 7 PM.
Takeout dinners are available. Complete
dinner options are: $10 All You Can Eat
Fish/Shrimp; “One Time Through” Fish/Shrimp at $9 Adults;
$8 Seniors (62+); and $4 Kids (12 & under).
Please come celebrate
Swab
Collision’s
1st
anniversary with family
and friends on Saturday
March 2nd, at 215 S. Cedar
Street beginning at 9:00 AM. Come get your car washed
and have lunch! Hotdogs, refreshments and snacks will be
provided. Donations are welcome. Funds raised will benefit the
“Rice Bowl” Catholic Relief Services. If you have any
questions please call Mel Swab at (517) 676-5888 or (517)
899-8489.

The next Mason Pizza Day at participating
pizzerias is on Wednesday, March 6th. Buy a
pizza at any of the following MACC
members: Pizano’s Pizza, 302 S. Cedar,
676-4444, City Limits, 810 N. Cedar, 244-1090; Darb’s
Tavern & Eatery, 117 Cedar, 676-5042; or Westside
Deli, 204 N. Cedar, 676-9191. These businesses, and
other participating pizzerias, will donate $1.00 per pizza to
the Mason Public Schools Foundation.
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WELCOME A NEW CHAMBER MEMBER:
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MARCH SBTDC SEMINARS ANNOUNCED
To register, phone: (517) 483-1921 or email sbtdc@lcc.edu

WSYM-TV FOX 47
600 W. St. Joseph Street - Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: (517) 702-3132 - Fax: (517) 702-1745
cramon@jrn.com - Amy Garcia

…and welcome back to:
WASH EXPRESS
(formerly Great Lakes Car Wash)
646 N. Cedar Street - Mason, MI 48854-9280
Jim Leasure

MORE NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
Ingham Conservation District, 1031 W. Dexter Trail (yet east of
Mason) will hold their 2013 annual meeting and director elections on
Wednesday March 20th from 6 to 8 PM. Enjoy a chance to visit with
your neighbors, enjoy good food and learn about what the Ingham
Conservation District is doing and what they can do for you.
Speakers for the night will include representatives from the Farm
Service Agency, Michigan Agricultural Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP), and Michigan State University Extension. Learn
about the Conservation Reserve Program, MAEAP technical services
and assistance, and the value and benefits of cover crops. There is no
charge to attend, but please RSVP to ensure that they can plan seating
and food accordingly. Contact the ICD office or visit their website at
www.inghamconservation.com to RSVP.
Mason Auto Body Repair wants to alert other area businesses about
a mailing that looks like an invoice, but isn’t one at all. It comes
from “DNS Services” at a post office box in Vancouver, Washington.
It is actually a solicitation for backup of a website, but it doesn’t say
so until later in the mailed “statement.” Proof once again that just
because something is legal, doesn’t mean it is ethical!
Mark your calendar! Mason High School’s CBI Program, Jen
Holoway, and IVT Program will hold their biannual MHS Craft Fair
on Saturday, May 4th from 9 AM to 3 PM in the cafeteria. Call Cathy
McCormick at (517) 676-9055 ext. 233 for details.
Bring your marketing material for a noontime of great networking
between business people in our area on Friday, March 15th. Food will
be provided at no cost and the event is hosted by ServiceMaster
Absolute and Benedict Auto Body. It runs 11:30 AM until 2 PM at
Benedict Auto Body, 246 West Maple, Mason.

BUSINESS START-UP 1-2-3
Three Free Seminars in One Day! Tuesday, March 5, 2013
Business Start-Up 1-2-3 was designed to give entrepreneurs the
information and tools necessary to start a business by offering
three informative seminars all in one day. The series begins in
the morning with "Writing a Business Plan," a necessary first
step for any entrepreneur. Then, in the afternoon, you can attend
"Marketing Your Business" and learn how to find and attract
customers for your business. The series ends in the evening with
"Business Legal Issues." This seminar addresses the legal
concerns of a small business owner such as what form of
business to choose and how to protect your intellectual property.
If your schedule doesn't allow you to attend the full series, you
can sign up for each seminar individually.
 Writing a Business Plan - 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM Presenter: Kellie Hanford, Certified Business Consultant
 Marketing Your Business - 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM Presenter: Laurie Lonsdorf, Senior Business Consultant
 Business Legal Issues - 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Presenter: James R. Duby Jr., Attorney at Law
STARTING A BUSINESS - Thursday, March 14th
and again on Tuesday, March 26th - 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
This course is designed for individuals who are considering selfemployment or are at the beginning stages of starting their
business. Delivered in a workshop format, this introductory
session helps aspiring entrepreneurs assess their abilities to lead
and manage a company, as well as evaluate market and sales
potential for their products/services. The basics of business
ownership are introduced, along with resources available to help
lunch new ventures in Michigan. Free.
BRANDING TOOL KIT FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS
OWNER - Wednesday, March 20th - 9:30 AM - 12:00 Noon
For any small business to stand out from the competition, it's
essential to develop a strong, identifiable brand. In this
workshop we'll discuss what branding is, why it matters and the
importance of both visual and verbal branding. Well give you
the tools to sketch out key branding components that define your
company's brand personality, insights and position, tagline and
key marketing messages. You'll walk away with a strong
framework for developing your company's own verbal
brand. Free.

RURAL INGHAM HOUSING HOURS
TO BE HELD IN MARCH AND APRIL
Do you know someone who needs assistance? Please join our
community agencies and partners for information on housing
resources and assistance. Agency staff or information will be
available on: tax preparation, landlord/tenant issues including
eviction assistance, utility assistance and referral, property tax
abatement and concerns, housing search and information, and
food stamps and commodity foods.
The Housing Hours will be held at Mason First United
Methodist Church, 201 E. Ash Street in downtown Mason
every Monday in March and April from 3:30-4:30 PM. Contact
Capital Area Community Services at 517-676-1065 for more
information. Please note that there will be no Housing Hour if
the Mason Public Schools are closed due to inclement weather.
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VALUE CARD PROGRAM BRINGS DISCOUNTS
One of the ways the Chamber creates member value is through unique membership services. These include the very valuable
referrals through the “Mason Area Visitors Center” at the Chamber office. One other benefit is the availability of the Chamber’s
“Member Value Card” to employees and associates of Chamber member businesses and organizations. Other Chamber members offer
discounts on their various products and services exclusively to holders of the “Member Value Card.” This member-to-member
discount program has several purposes: to showcase Chamber member businesses, to bring new and increased business to participants,
and to provide another opportunity for area folks to shop locally.
Business members can opt in, change offers, or even opt out at any time since a current list of discount
offers is maintained on the Chamber’s www.masonchamber.org website under “MACC Shop” and “Value
Card.” Member Value Cards are available to members from the Chamber office. Companies that look to
gain marketing exposure by participating in the program may call the Chamber office at 676-1046. You
may also contact the Chamber at masonchamber@masonchamber.org by e-mail. Stop by the office and get
your free cards today!

1
2013 Board of Directors
Andrew Serratelli…………………………………………….………… President
Dart Container Corporation
Lori Pfost ……………………………………………………...…. Vice-President
Dart Bank
Nichole Dorr ……………………………………………………........... Treasurer
Independent Bank
Jamie Robinson ………………………………………………....... Past President
Darrell’s Market / Bestsellers Books & Coffee Co.

Jeff Bohl ..................................................... Ingham Intermediate School District
Mark Dillingham ................................................................ Mason Public Schools
Elaine Ferris ..................................................................................... City of Mason
Brent Forsberg .................................................................................. T.A. Forsberg
Shireen Luther ............................................................................... TomCo Asphalt
Jeff Oesterle.............................................................. Little Creeks Cattle & Grain
Neil Sheridan ........................................................ BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape
Bruce Wigginton ........................................................... Mason Auto Body Repair
Liz Luttrell-Wilson....................................................................Mason State Bank

Doug Klein …. Executive Director
Bonnie Root ….. Administrative Assistant
Aleasha Wood ….. Program Assistant
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Please reserve this sponsorship if available:
(circle one)

Concert $500

INDEPENDENT BANK PRESENTS MASON’S

THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE !
COURTHOUSE CONCERTS
NINTH YEAR OF OUR SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
“Thursday Night Live!” Courthouse Concerts are a summer
series of free musical entertainment held roughly every other
Thursday evening from the end of May through the middle of
September on the lawn in front of the historic Ingham County
Courthouse in downtown Mason. Now in its ninth year, the
series is hosted by the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce and
sponsored by area Chamber member businesses in order to
bring a variety of musical experiences to our community and to
bring attention to our beautiful and historic downtown. Concertgoers of all ages bring lawn chairs and blankets to sprawl on the
lawn and enjoy this summer series of live family entertainment.

Program $100

CONTACT NAME:
____________________________________
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
____________________________________
ADDRESS:
____________________________________
CITY: _______________________________
STATE: __________ ZIP: _____________
PHONE: ____________________________
FAX: _______________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________

Special Thanks go to our 2013 TNL Series Sponsor Independent Bank,
2013 Concert Sponsors CP Federal Credit Union and Dart Container Corporation, our 2013 Program Series
Sponsor LAFCU, and our 2012 Concessions Sponsor Mason Optimist Club!

Concert Sponsorship
$500 (4 taken, 4 concerts available)
 Logo and name recognition as concert sponsor inside that concert’s program
 On-Site signage as concert sponsor at that concert
 Live on-site public announcements as concert sponsor at that concert
 Space provided for literature and other materials for concert-goers on-site
 Sponsors allow us to bring quality performers to our concerts in 2013
Program Ad Sponsorship $100 (8 available for an ad on all 8 programs)
 Advertising space on the back of each of the eight concert
programs (approximately three inches wide by two inches high - b/w)
 An excellent way to provide an “after concert” coupon!

Program insert sponsorships (1 for each concert) are also available. Call for details.

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
AT EACH CONCERT:
Your picnic dinner of hot
dogs, pop, and chips is a
fundraiser for the Mason
Optimist Club’s many projects
that benefit youth in our
community!

May 23 – June 6 – June 20 – July 11 – July 18 – August 8 – August 22 – September 19
__________________
_____________________
September 5 is reserved for a rain date this year
Past sponsors have the right to renew in subsequent years. Specific sponsorships may no longer be available.
Sponsorships are not charitable donations, but may be deductible as normal business promotional expenses.

It’s the “makin’ o’ the green”

Here’s a great way to cut
through the clutter to reach
out to your best customers
Complete this form and return it right away to:
MACC, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 676-1046 - Fax: (517) 676-8504

Do you sell products or
services to businesses
and organizations?
Don’t miss this one!

Please reserve our business or organization a
table in the 4th Mason Area Business-to-Business
Expo on Thursday, March 7, 2013. Presenting and
supporting sponsorships include a table. Call 6761046 for details.
 Presenting Sponsorship (1 available): $300
 Supporting Sponsorship (3 available): $150 each
 Table Spaces (7 taken, 14 available): $100 each
 Expo Admission: FREE (includes Business Bingo Prize Drawings)
 50/50 Tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5 ($5 contributors get gift while they last.)

Limited to the first 25 businesses responding.
MACC members only. Details will follow when
you return your form.

Business/Organization:
____________________________________

Exhibitors: There’s still time
Contact: ____________________________
th
to sign up for the 4 Mason
____ Our check is enclosed.
____ Please bill us.
Area Business-to-Business
Expo, which will be held on
Thursday evening, March 7th
from 5 to 8 PM at the Cobblestone
Events Center, 205 Mason Street in the
Mason Antiques District.
It’s a great way to talk with other
business people about your business!

Buy locally.
It’s good for our community
and good for our future!

is the presenting sponsor of the
2013 Spring Fling Courthouse Show

2013
30th Anniversary

40th Anniversary

MACC members get a $10
discount per space for Spring
Fling and Down Home Days
Courthouse Shows. Go to
www.masonchamber.org
for membership information!

Spring Fling & Down Home Days Courthouse Shows
Saturday, May 4, 2013 & Saturday, September 21, 2013

Mason, Michigan – Hometown U.S.A.
Our 30th anniversary Spring Fling Courthouse Show on May 4, 2013 and our 40th anniversary Down Home Days Courthouse Show on
September 21, 2013 are both outdoor shows held around the Ingham County Courthouse in downtown Mason and are held rain or shine.
Show hours are 9 AM to 4:30 PM. The 131 lawn and 18 street spaces are 10' x 10' and the fee is $60.00 per space. Exhibitors may set up
any time after 6 AM on the day of the show. This show is non-juried and applications are accepted on a first come, first served basis until
all booth spaces are reserved or until 3:00 p.m. on the Thursday before each show, whichever comes first. No electricity is available. No
tables or canopies are provided. No carpeting or flooring of any kind on the lawn spaces is allowed. Whenever possible, we ask that you
set up 18 inches in from the sidewalk to avoid sprinkler lines.
You will receive a postcard confirming your exact booth space after March 15th for Spring Fling and after July 15th for Down Home
Days. Local and state governments have requested that we furnish them with the sales tax license numbers of our exhibitors. There is a
space on the application form for you to provide that number. If you need to get a sales tax number, you may contact the Michigan
Department of Treasury at 517-636-4660 or apply online through the www.michigan.gov website. There are also separate availability,
fees, applications and procedures for a small and limited number of food vendors. Please contact the Chamber for information and food
vendor applications.
If you were an exhibitor at the Spring Fling Courthouse Show in 2012, you may have your same booth space in 2013 if we receive your
application and payment by March 15, 2013. If you were an exhibitor at the Down Home Days Courthouse Show in 2012, you may have
your same booth space in 2013 if we receive your application and payment by July 15, 2013. This year, we will again be assigning new
vendors in three sections in each show: “Artisan’s Row” for arts & crafts, “Community Corner” for local groups, and “East Market” for
flea market and manufactured items. Only one vendor for certain manufactured items is allowed (i.e. Tupperware, Mary Kay, etc.).
Requests for Spring Fling Courthouse Show refunds will be honored, less a $10 handling fee until April 1, 2013. Requests for Down
Home Days Courthouse Show refunds will be honored, less a $10 handling fee until August 15, 2013. To participate in one or both of
these shows, complete the form on this page, make your check payable to MACC and mail it right away!
MAIL TO: MASON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 148 E. ASH STREET - MASON, MI 48854
Include payment of $60.00 for each 10'x10' space you are requesting
Phone: (517) 676-1046 - Fax: (517) 676-8504 - E-Mail: masonchamber@masonchamber.org - Website: www.masonchamber.org

- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - --- - - - -- - - Business/Organization ____________________________________________________ E-Mail_________________________
Contact Person _________________________________________________________ Telephone_______________________
Address______________________________________________________City_______________State______Zip__________
Description of Arts/Crafts/Merchandise______________________________________________________________________
Michigan State Sales Tax License Number______________________ (As may be required by the State of Michigan and Ingham County)
The exhibitor hereby releases the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, the City of Mason, the County of Ingham, its members, board of directors, staff
and volunteers of any liability for damage, injury, or loss to any person or goods from any cause whatsoever. The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
reserves the right to require the removal of any items the Chamber deems objectionable and inappropriate without refund of fees.

Signed:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate the number of booths required:

Spring Fling __________
5/4/13

Down Home Days _________
9/21/13

_________________________________________Please do not write below this line________________________________________

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
MEMBER SURVEY 2013
Thank you for being a part of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce. In order to better meet the needs of
fellow members, please take a moment to complete this quick survey. Your participation is greatly
appreciated. We will keep the individual answers in strict confidence -- however we will use the collective
data to help guide our strategic and tactical planning.
Circle the best choice after each question. Please return the survey by April 5th, 2013 to:
MACC, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854.
1. How many years have you been a Chamber member?
0-1 yr.
1 yr.
2 yrs.

3-5 yrs.

6-10 yrs.

11+ yrs.

2. How long have you been in business?
0-1 yr.

2 yrs.

3-5 yrs.

6-10 yrs.

11+ yrs.

3-25

26-100

101+

1 yr.

3. How many employees do you have (FTE)?
0
1-2

4. Why did you join the Chamber? (Check all that apply)
_____ make business contacts through networking events and committees
_____ increase my business through sponsorship of community events
_____ promotion and publicity through Chamber programs and publications
_____ help with government relations
_____ receive special services only for members
_____ expected by those with whom I do business
_____ stay “in the know” regarding community activities
_____ to improve the community
_____ it is my civic duty
_____ other (please specify) ____________________________________________
5. What would you like the Chamber to focus its energy on? Please circle the word or words that best describes
your opinion about each of the following:
The Chamber should have a focus on community events, such as parades and concerts.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
The Chamber should have a focus on cooperative efforts with city, township, county, and state government.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
The Chamber should operate a visitors information center.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

The Chamber should regularly interact with local community groups.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

The Chamber should be involved in entrepreneurism and business development.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
The Chamber should be involved with existing business retention and expansion.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
The Chamber should provide regular networking opportunities, like the annual awards dinner, Good Morning Mason,
and member mixers.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
The Chamber should do fundraising activities that supplement member dues to provide for operations.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
6. How well do you think the Chamber is performing in its major programs? Please circle the word that best
describes your opinion about each of the following:
Chamber Newsletters, Website, and Other Communication
Excellent
Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know
(continued on other side)

Community Events/Event Support
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Interacting with Community Groups
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

“Mason Values” Buy Locally Campaign
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Entrepreneurship and Business Development
Excellent
Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Business Retention and Expansion
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Visitors Information Center
Interacting with Government

Networking Opportunities
Fundraising Activities
7. Overall, how well do you think the Chamber is doing? Please circle the word that best describes your opinion
about each of the following aspects of the Chamber:
Board of Directors
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Standing and Ad Hoc Committees
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Event and Program Volunteers
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Communication with Fellow Chamber Members and the Community
Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Member Support for Fellow Member Businesses and Organizations
Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Consumer and Business Referrals to Chamber Members
Excellent
Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Chamber Office Facilities
Professional Staff

Services for Fellow Members
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don’t know

Service to the Community
8. What are the biggest challenges businesses in our community face? (please attach your additional comments)

9. Is there anything you would like to share or think your fellow Chamber of Commerce members need to know?
(please attach your additional comments)

