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FEBRUARY 24 GOOD MORNING MASON  

EVENT MARKS NINETY CONSECUTIVE 

  

 Since 1996, the Chamber has held ninety consecutive "Good Morning Mason!" 

news and networking programs every other month.  These take place at the 
Ingham County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street in Mason, 
usually at 7:15 a.m. on the last Thursday of those months.  They are organized by 
members of the Chamber's GMM Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Karla Spoor of 
Dart Bank, and the Chamber's Ambassadors committee, chaired by Pam Bullen of 
Bullen's Weight Loss.     Join us on Thursday, February 24th for our next Good 
Morning Mason.   
   If you've never attended Good Morning Mason before, here's what happens: 
community leaders like you gather to do informal networking and enjoy a 
continental breakfast catered by Darrell's Market and Bestsellers Books & Coffee 
Co.  After a while, attendees sit to hear two-minute reports on up to ten topics of 
interest. New business and housing developments, local services, and community 
economic developments are often highlighted.  Occasionally, more time is given 
to certain topics. Plan to meet for news and networking on Thursday morning, 
February 24th at 7:15 a.m.  Look for the coupon in this newsletter -- it's a free pass 
to use if you haven't attended GMM before.  
   Sponsored and supported by Dart Bank since the very beginning, Good Morning 
Mason is also the Chamber's most popular networking event.     Introductions of 



everyone take place as part of the program, in case you missed meeting anyone 
earlier. Often, a single co-sponsor reserves a five-minute segment to discuss their 
own business's products and services, such as QuickTech CPAs will do at the 
February GMM.  
  
  

 
  

  
   Jena Keller of Salon 130 in Mason has been nominated for a 2011 

Entrepreneurial Award. Winners will be announced at a dinner on Thursday, March 

10th in downtown Lansing. The Greater Lansing Business Monthly will again host 

this event -- their annual Entrepreneurial Awards of Greater Lansing.  For more 

information, go to the www.lansingbusinessmonthly.com website.   

   Nominees are an owner or manager of a successful local business primarily 

responsible for the recent performance of the company and an active member of 

top management. The nominated company must be at least three years old.  Once 

someone has been nominated, they will receive a full nomination packet that 

must be completed and signed. The packet includes personal data, a company 

history, a series of essay type questions, a financial data section, and a summary 

of plans for the company's future. This information will be used only for the 

judging process, and each judge is required to sign a confidentiality statement. 

There is no fee for participation. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&et=1104523665179&s=2&e=001piQ2lO5Ix7XTJB3HMWJ2v1Gm3ZJWMAmHn585dCvde9u-DlQZb-nfitHw3a09Dgsk1KtOrdAzolHdqRj3YP3aNMQ9dk5-aUa1v_Uz1FVygaocbhhQ36jXdIjBc_K4HVyi


 

   

Scholarship Opportunities  
  
Michigan Retailers Association (MRA)will award at least 30 $1,000 
scholarships. To be eligible, the student or his/her parent must be 
employed at a business that is a member of MRA. Scholarships are $1,000 
for public and private university and college students and $500 for those 
attending community college. Students may call MRA at 1-800-366-3699 for 
an application, or they may apply online through MRA's website at 
www.retailers.com. Applications must be requested by March 15 and 
submitted by April 1.  
  
  
State Rep. Barb Byrum will award two $500 scholarshipsto local high school 
students who plan to pursue a college degree or training in a trade. All high 
school seniors who live in House District 67 are eligible to apply and can do 
so by submitting an essay of up to 750 words describing their favorite book 
or the book that has had the largest impact on their lives. Entries can be 
submitted through the student's high school counseling office, or sent 
directly to Byrum's office. Essays must be received by 5 pm on March 25. 
The winners will be chosen by a panel of three. Each winner will receive 
the scholarship check at an event with Representative Byrum. Additional 
details and participation guidelines may be obtained from school guidance 
counselors or by contacting Rep. Byrum at 517-373-0587 or at 
barbbyrum@house.mi.gov. 

mailto:barbbyrum@house.mi.gov


  
    

 
   
The 21st annual"WALK for WARMTH" will be Saturday, February 26th for Capital 
Area Community Services in Mason.  Registration is at 8:30 AM and the walk 
begins at 9 AM starting from the Mason First United Methodist Church at 201 E. 
Ash Street downtown. This effort raises funds for utility assistance.  Make a call 
for a pledge sheet to 676-1065 or stop by the Chamber office -- we have some 
here.  Their slogan is: Hearts and Feet providing HEAT! 
   



  

  

3RD  MASON AREA WOMENS EXPO   
AT FAIRGROUNDS ON MARCH 5TH 
Saturday, March 5, 2011 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. marks the 3rd Annual Mason Area 
Women's Expo in the Main Arena Building of the Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 
E. Ash Street, one-half mile west of downtown Mason, Michigan.  Women's Expo 
2011 will have dozens of vendors and exhibitors providing options and 
opportunities to area women.  Expo participants can earn the right to be part of a 
drawing for a free flat-screen digital TV.  For more information email Lynne 
Sowers of Sowers Chiropractic Center at drsowers@cablespeed.com or call (517) 
676-0788. 
  



 
  

Check out the info on our Chamber member LAFCU in the 
Lansing Regional Chamber's FOCUS:  
http://www.lansingchamber.org/focus/docs/FebFocus2011.pdf 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Ingham ISD and Lansing Community College  

partner on early college program  

CAPITAL GAINS, 2/2/2011  
  
There's been a lot of buzz around Michigan about the need for more workers trained in the 
STEM fields-science, technology, engineering and mathmatics-and now, the Ingham 
Intermediate School District and Lansing Community College are partnering to make that 
buzz a reality. 
 
The Early College at Lansing Community College (TEC@LCC) is a program that will allow 
high school juniors to get on a fast track to their associates degree. If all expectations are 
met, participants could walk away from LCC with a degree only one year after grade 12. 
 
"The premise is to help the students make the transition from high school to college," says 
Micki O'Neil, director of PR and communications for Ingham Intermediate School District. 
"If they're ready to move on to college courses, they can do that as soon as their 
requirements are complete." 
 
In its initial year, up to 90 juniors may begin the program by transferring all of their 
classes into an LCC facility. During their first year, their courses will be primarily high 
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school classes, and then college courses will blend into their schedules as soon as they 
show proficiency. 
 
"A student will have to be completely committed to the program because it's changing 
their whole world," says O'Neil. "That can be scary, but it's really exciting too."  Start up 
funds for TLC@LCC were acquired through a $390,000 Middle College Partnership Grant 
from the Michigan Department of Education. 
 
Program maintenance will be funded by the Student Foundation Allowance already 
allocated to each public school student.  Lansing area organizations such as Lansing 
Economic Area Partnership (LEAP), the Lansing Regional Chamber, Michigan State 
University (MSU) plan to partner with TLC@LCC to help place students in internships. 
  
Source: Micki O'Neil, Ingham Intermediate School District 
Writer: Natalie Burg, News Editor   
  
  

 
   

CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES HIRES NEW ANGEL HOUSE DIRECTOR 
  

Child & Family Services, announces the recent hiring of Dori Branson as Director 

for the agency's Angel House - a residential program for pregnant and parenting 

girls in foster care.  Dori comes to Child & Family Services after having served 

nine (9) years working with teen mothers and their babies, most recently as 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&et=1104523665179&s=2&e=001piQ2lO5Ix7V2yoI7oit_SMLD7qYm6avpIdOIPbI8X0jBy69X8C9SlOJtJQxzw2_2Nn5Ri7EdrIO42ZJZgoLBDYwl_BMClmWgZUDOOty_Vu0gHG9g1g5oSg==


Director of Kenquest House, Grayling, MI.  In addition Dori has worked in 

residential and crisis service settings as an Outreach Counselor for runaways and a 

Mental Health Technician. Child & Family Services, a private, charitable 

organization is celebrating 100 years of service to  the communities of mid-

Michigan.  Child & Family Services provides child welfare, behavioral health, 

juvenile justice, residential, prevention and advocacy programs for children, 

youth and families.   

   

 
   
   

New "Caring For the Caregiver" Support Group Begins  
  

Do you provide care for someone who needs your presence and or 
assistance due to a disability or illness?  Caregiving may be your job, a labor of 
love, or a responsibility you have agreed to take on.  Caregiving can involve both 
challenges and benefits.  It's important for the caregiver to practice self care. As 
the large group of "baby boomers" age, the need for caregivers will increase. It is 
also likely that more and more people will be cared for at home by family 
members and friend, with or without assistance of trained professionals. As a part 
of this trend, caregivers will experience stress and have needs that they have 
never encountered before and may not know how to deal with.  



To help caregivers meet these challenges, the Life Transitions 
Community Outreach of Mason First United Methodist Church is pleased to 
offer a "Caring for the Caregiver"  support group beginning Monday evening, 
March 7, from 6:00  to 7:15 p.m. It will be held at the church located at 
201 East Ash across from the Ingham County Courthouse. 

There is no charge and all are welcome to attend. Meetings will be held 
weekly from March 7 through April 11. After the six initial meetings, they 
anticipate offering an on-going "Caring for the Caregiver" support group.  

Join others in a safe, confidential environment of emotional and 
spiritual support. Meetings will be facilitated by experienced professionals 
Roger Nelson and Susan Shehan.  Each meeting will include useful 
information, time to share the circumstances, rewards and challenges of 
caregiving, and an opportunity to offer and receive support.   

For further information on meeting topics and to register for the 
class, contact Roger Nelson at 628-2725, Pat Mentzer at 676-4232, or the 
Church office at 676-9449)   info@masonfirst.org. 
   
  
Other Life Transitions Community Outreach Classes: 
  
  
Toward Healing:  Coping with the death of your child.  This group provides an 
environment of emotional and spiritual support for those who have lost a child of 
any age.  It provides an opportunity for parents, grandparents and other loved 
ones to discuss emotions, reactions and fears, while learning more about the grief 
process.  A new ten-week class facilitated by trained facilitators, Pat Mentzer and 
Eileen Droscha, will start Monday, February 7, at the Mason United Methodist 
Church at 7:00 p.m.  For more information call 676-4232 or 628-2018.  
info@masonfirst.org 
  

  
Widowed Companions:  A new ten-week class facilitated by trained 
facilitators, Eileen Droscha and Karen Krepps, will start Monday, February 
7, at the Mason United Methodist Church at 10:00 a.m.  For more 
information call 628-2018 or 244-0001. info@masonfirst.org 
  
  
Both Toward Healing and Widowed Companions support programs begin with the 
ten-week course , "Understanding Your Grief", developed by noted author, 
educator and grief counselor, Dr. Alan Wolfelt. 
  

  
Arthritis and Chronic Pain Support:  Contact Connie Doss , 694-1984, for 
information on Arthritis Exercise classes and Tai Chi classes. 
  
   

mailto:info@masonfirst.org
mailto:infor@masonfirst.org


  

 
  
  



  
  
  
All Future Episodes of Spartan Nation Radio, Travel Queen, MI Health and 
Wellness, Enlightening Radio, MI Optimism, and MI Menagerie will now be podcast at a new 
site, www.mieradio.com! Visit today! The www.MIentertainment.biz website will return to 
its original format as the domain of MI Afternoon and the Daily News report by Jim 
Fordyce, plus all the theater, movie, and fun event news you love to read!  

Source: MIentertainment Radio 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Final Note: 
     Continuing a 38-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its 

"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-
copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber 
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-
page format.  The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are 
designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For 
this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the 
conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also maintains value for limited advertising.   
     Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers in the 
Mason area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, 
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also 
available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions.  Items are 
included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency of the 
publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion 
UPDATE" newsletter electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have 
submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a 
Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder.  A link to the 
archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" 
newsletter is included in the UPDATE.  A .html copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also 
available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" 
tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions.  All items submitted 
are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail 
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who 
are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to 
them.  
 
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Look ahead for upcoming events on: 

www.masonchamber.org   
   
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE  
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  
  
  

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND 
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT:  

www.masonchamber.org 
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TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

  Click on Community Events at:  www.masonchamber.org  
  

MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" 
bulletin is being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason 
Area Chamber of Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of 

Chamber members, and select Chamber stakeholders.   
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-

mail.  Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word 
"unsubscribe" in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by 

e-mail, just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  

  
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   
 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED 
"MASON IN MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER 
MASON AREA COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO 

ONLINE AND CLICK ON NEWS AT 
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