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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

MI-SBTDC

Presents

Upcoming Training -

Branding Toolkit for the Small Business Owner
Thursday, April 21, 2011 - 10:00AM to 12:00PM
For any small business to stand out from the competition, it's essential to
develop a strong, identifiable brand. In this workshop they will discuss what
is branding, why it matters and the importance of both visual and verbal branding.
They will give you the tools to sketch out key branding components that define
your company's brand personality, insights and position, tagline and key marketing
messages. You'll walk away with a strong framework for developing your company's
own verbal brand.
Speaker: Laurie Lonsdorf, of Persuasive Communications
Cost: FREE
Location: MI-SBTDC Office in Downtown Lansing
REGISTER EARLY - SEATING ISLIMITED
To register call 517-483-1921

Uniform Unclaimed Property Act
Beginning this year, businesses face a new due date for filing unclaimed property holder reports
with the state (July 1, 2011). In addition, dormancy periods for most property types have been
shortened from five years to three.
Most businesses or governmental units have unclaimed property resulting from normal
business operations. Property, belonging to a third party that remains unclaimed for
a specific period of time is considered unclaimed property. For example, un-cashed payroll
checks must be submitted to Treasury after one year while most other property types, such as
vendor checks and accounts receivable credit balances, must be submitted after three years.
Compliance is easy. Click here to access forms and information.
For additional details, call (517) 636-6940.
-New date for reporting Unclaimed
Property is July 1 (changed from November 1)
-Dormancy period for most property types is now three years
-A 25% penalty may be levied for failure to comply
(+ interest charges)
-Those voluntarily reporting the preceding four years are exempt from penalty
-Free filing software is available here.

Check this out: (Cut & Paste the URL in your browser
-- Good info on Beacon lake and Mason Hills.)
http://laurelheights.com/ApartmentsForRent/SearchListing.aspx?CompanyID=0&City=Mason,
MI&Beds=1&Baths=1&MaxRent=&distance=1&Pet=Indifferent&Company=&PropertyName=&Ch
eckDetailSite=0&LatLng=(42.5792027,-84.44358449999998)&Order=ASC&Sort=Miles

From Google Alerts:
Storage Auctions - Storage Facility in Mason, Michigan
Mason Mini Storage, 566 N Cedar St, Mason, MI 48854-1015.
Mason-Lansing Safe Storage, 881 Hull Rd # 200, Mason, MI 48854-9201 ...
www.storagetreasures.com/list-storage-facility/.../Mason

Fron Google Alerts:
Laptop Repair Mason | MI Laptop Repair Services
Need to fix your laptop? Find & compare local laptop repair services in Mason, MI
today.
Connect with a laptop repair center in minutes.
www.computingcorner.com/michigan/laptop-repair-mason

We want to pass along some great news for our mid-Michigan
business community . . . Thomson Reuters recently announced
its 100 Top Hospital Award Winners. Allegiance Health was
cited for their third honor in four years, fifth-time overall.

What does this mean for your business?
·
Captures attention. Recognition such as the 100 Top Hospital Award attracts desirable
attention not only to the health system, but to our community as a whole. It's a positive
reflection
on all of us, including area businesses.
·
Confidence. Should one of your valued employees require our services for surgery,
rehabilitation or home care before returning to work, you can rest assured they will receive high
quality care from Allegiance Health.
·
Cost reduction. High levels of patient safety translate into savings for not only Allegiance
Health, but all who use their many services-including your employees.
·
Community pride. Having an award-winning health system in our region stimulates pride
and economic growth.

Committing benefit fraud is a crime...
and the Unemployment Insurance Agency (UIA) has ramped-up efforts to combat and prevent UI
benefit fraud. Aggressive efforts by the UIA's Fraud Unit has already closed 1,519 fraud cases,
resulting in
in the last five months alone. The Fraud Unit's criminal conviction rate is 100%. The Fraud
Hotline averages about 1,200 calls per month, closing out the 2010 calendar year with 14,473 calls.
Fraud affects everyone - both employers and taxpayers -- and drives up the cost of doing business.
As employers, you can help save millions of dollars in fraudulent payments that might otherwise go
undetected by identifying suspected fraud. In many fraud cases - such as an employee claiming
benefits while still working - the employer is on the front line and may be the first to have
information that fraud is occurring.
To view the March 2011 episode of "Consumer's Corner" about UI Fraud
click here www.michigan.gov

Mason landscaping company expands into 56,000-sq ft facility, adds
retail
FROM: CAPITAL GAINS, 4/13/2011
A decade ago, BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape Services began as a small-scale lawn maintenance
operation
in Mason. Today, the business has grown to support five full-time and six seasonal employees,
comprehensive landscaping services and a brand-new retail showroom featuring 6,000 square feet of
waterfalls, hot tubs and outdoor kitchen displays.
"Good customers and good service," says BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape co-owner Doug Byers of the
secret to the company's dramatic expansion. "It all sort of snowballed from there."
Prior to April, BlueGrass has grown into a Mason office and shops in Leslie and Onondaga. In
November
of 2010 Byers and his partners Neil Sheridan and Shawn Zendler purchased a 6-acre property on Hull
Road
in Mason including a 56,000 square foot building with the goal of consolidating their locations.
April 1 marked the new facility's grand opening after months of renovations.
"Our goals are to increase our exposure, letting people know that we do retail now, so people can
stop
by the pick up their own material," says Byers. "And also we wan to continue to grow and provide a
career for some of our guys.
"We have a lot of goals and a lot of space to work with."
In addition to the waterfalls and hot tubs on display in the new showroom, BlueGrass's new retail
offerings include mulch and other landscaping materials in bulk for customers with do-it-yourself
projects.
Source: Doug Byers, BlueGrass Lawn & Landscape
Writer: Natalie Burg, News Editor

KELLY AUTOMOTIVE SERVING THE MASON COMMUNITY
Kelly Automotive is now doing business with a new service facility as well as their
pre-owned vehicle sales department. After 41 years, Kelly Automotive is proud to s
till be serving the Mason community as a full service maintenance facility and a preowned vehicle dealership. They have moved their service department to a new facility
located at 495 N. Cedar (corner of Cedar and Howell roads). They invite everyone to
stop in. Those who need their next required service may call them at (517) 676-9311
to schedule an appointment. The pre-owned department is located at 465 N. Cedar
in the building right next to the service department. You can check out their car deals
at www.kellyautos.com and then visit them to test drive and make the final deal.

Did you know?

Studies Promote Chamber Membership
In a past issue we talked about the Cortera Study, which showed chamber member
companies have, on
average, a credit rating about 70 points higher than that of an average company.
That is powerful
ammunition to promote chamber membership. A mirror study to that one is called
the Schapiro Study.
It shows that 63 percent of consumers prefer to buy from companies they think are
chamber members.
Put these ACCE-initiated studies together and you have strong evidence that
chamber membership means something!
Cortera Study link:
http://www.acce.org/news/2010/02/acce-news/new-study-shows-chamber-of-commercemembers-offer-safer-bet-when-it-comes-to-business-credit-risk/
Schapiro Study link:
http://www.acce.org/uploadedFiles/Research_and_Benchmarking/Schapiro%20Group%20AC
CE%20Report.pdf
The Schapiro Group and Market Street Services cooperated on the study and that the work was
supported by IBM, Administaff, and the Small Business Network.

More on the Value of Chambers
What do Rhett Butler, Charles Lindbergh, Miss America, and Al Capone have in
common? Find out the fascinating answer here. Hint: chambers of commerce
have done more than you might think! See this item from NewGeography.com:
http://www.newgeography.com/content/001881-the-other-chambers-commerce

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 38-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON in
Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This hard-copy newsletter has
information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news from member
businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within
a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited
advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers in the Mason
area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers,
and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is
delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th
of the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited
for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE"
newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their
e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a
Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf
copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .html
copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all
UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication
consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail addresses
submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders
and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org

AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE THEM
TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org

TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at: www.masonchamber.org

MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.
Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the
subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
Forward email
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