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Deb Stump of Capital Area Career Center requests your assistance on Thursday, 
December 12, 2013. The Capital Area Career Center in Mason will be holding a 
mock job fair for its high school students to learn how to prepare for real job fairs 
that day. 35 volunteers are needed for each shift (7:30 - 10:30 AM or 11:30 AM - 
2:30 PM). There are a variety of tasks that volunteers can do, so there is likely 
"something for everyone." If you are available for a shift, please let Deb know at 
dstump@inghamisd.org or 517-244-1382. If you have a preference whether you have 
a sit down or a walk around task, or whether you have a task that involves talking 
to 6-8 students at a time vs. one student at time, let Deb know. Otherwise, she will 
randomly assign tasks. 
 

http://www.masonchamber.org/


 
   

 
LAFCU promotes Walters at Mason branch 
  
LAFCU has announced the promotion of Lindsay Walters as the new 
assistant vice president-branch operations of LAFCU's Mason office at 
750 North Cedar Street.  She is responsible for daily branch operations, 
member service and community involvement.  She has 12 years of 
credit union experience working in various positions including branch 
manager for credit unions in Mason and Lansing. She joined LAFCU in 
early 2012 and most recently served as senior member service 
representative.  She earned a bachelor's degree in 2004 at Michigan 
State University and is working toward a master's at Spring Arbor 
University.  Lindsay Walters volunteers at the not-for-profit Adoption 
Associates, Inc. 
 
Chartered in 1936, LAFCU is proud to be serving the counties of Barry, Calhoun, Clinton, 
Eaton, Gratiot, Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Livingston, Montcalm and Shiawassee.  A recipient 
of the Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Award, LAFCU takes pride in bringing value to the 
financial lives of its members, neighbors, families and community.  Offering a 
comprehensive range of personal and business financial products, LAFCU provides services 
that include checking and savings accounts, auto and mortgage lending, business accounts 
and business lending.  
  
LAFCU serves 55,000 members, holds more than $560 million in assets, and maintains eight 
locations throughout Greater Lansing and Shiawassee County.  Anyone who lives, works, 
worships or attends school in its designated counties is eligible to join.  Members enjoy 
benefits, such as lower interest rates on loans, higher yields on savings, insurance 
discounts, preferred seating for LAFCU-sponsored events, and access to 28,000 surcharge-
free ATMs through the CO-OP ATM network.  LAFCU supports and enriches mid-Michigan by 
donating funds and employee volunteer hours to many organizations and causes. To learn 
more about LAFCU's services, visit www.lafcu.com or call 517.622.6600. 

  

http://www.lafcu.com/


 
 
MPSF Accepts Two Grants  

  
The Mason Public Schools Foundation (MPSF) is pleased to announce the recent 

acceptance of two grants. The Dart Energy Foundation, Inc. donated $10,000 and the Dart 
Foundation donated $5,000 to the MPSF.  

The MPSF board voted to allocate the full $15,000 to the Mason Public School 
District to establish a special science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
program at the elementary school level. 

"We are so thankful to these two organizations for their generosity," said Carrie 
Geyer, Mason Public Schools Foundation president. "They are truly wonderful corporate 
citizens who value our Mason schools and community." 
          The elementary STEM program will be open to Mason students in grades 3-5 with the 
goal of engaging them in meaningful investigations of scientific problems more often and at 
an earlier age. The free program will be held once per month for two hours after school at 
the new laboratories at Mason High School. Approximately 100 students will be able to 
participate in hands-on, project-based science activities. 

Mason science teachers will facilitate the sessions with help from high school 
student volunteers. Included in the funding will be LEGO WeDo Construction sets (robotic 
kits) and teacher training. The program is expected to begin in November. 

"Donating to the Mason Public School Foundation and having them allocate this 
money toward establishing an elementary STEM program is very much in alignment with our 
goals," said Phil Leece, president of The Dart Energy Foundation, Inc. "We are big believers 
that helping kids learn and grow, especially in these curriculum areas, will benefit society 
as a whole." 
  



 
During the month of October, Biggby Coffee is hosting a 
fundraiser for Down Syndrome "Step up for Down 
Syndrome" - also at other Biggby Coffee stores in the 
Mason & Lansing area.  Biggby's will be selling footsteps 
for $1.00 to donate to "CADSA"  Capital Area Down 
Syndrome Association.  www.cadsa.org  

  
-------------------------------------------------------------  

Mason State Bank, declared a third 
quarter cash distribution 
The board of directors of Capital Directions, Inc., holding corporation for Mason 
State Bank, declared a third quarter cash distribution of $.10 per share on the 
company's common stock. 
The distribution will be payable on Oct. 1, 2013 to shareholders of record at the 
close of business on Sept. 18, 2013. "Improved consumer confidence resulted in an 
increase in residential mortgage activity," stated Timothy Gaylord, president and 
CEO of Mason State Bank and Capital Directions, Inc. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

http://www.cadsa.org/


 
Mark Howe of the  Mason Rotary Club accepts a check  

from Sue Fulk of Independent Bank.   
Independent Bank has contributed funds to complete  

the stage in Rayner Park. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Career Center Salon Open to the Public 
 
Extreme Image, the salon located within the Capital Area Career Center (CACC) is now 
open for services to the general public. Salon services are performed by cosmetology 
students at the CACC as part of their educational process and are overseen by their 
licensed instructors.  
  
Whether you are in need of a haircut, color, manicure, pedicure or facial, the CACC 
students are able to perform a wide range of services at a reduced rate because they are 
students in the learning process. For a list of services and prices, visit 
www.inghamisd.org/cacc/community/publicservices/.  
  
The salon hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00-10:00 am, Friday 8:30-
10:00 am and Saturday 8:30 am-1:00 pm. The salon is closed Sunday and Monday. To 
schedule an appointment, please call 517.244.1361. 
  
"It is extremely important that our students have that real-world experience during their 
time with us," states Kathy Cochran, instructor of Cosmetology. "They enjoy getting the 
opportunity to work on real clients, practice their communication skills, and offer a public 
service at the same time." 
  
Students in the Cosmetology program are required to obtain 1500 hours of training over the 
two year program. Once they complete those hours, they are eligible to sit for the State of 
Michigan Licensed Cosmetology Exam. 
  
Get In. Get Ahead. The Career Center, operated by Ingham Intermediate School District, 
offers on- and off-site programs for high school juniors and seniors who reside in Dansville, 
East Lansing, Haslett, Holt, Leslie, Mason, Okemos, Stockbridge, Waverly, Webberville and 
Williamston. Applications are also accepted from Lansing School District and Eaton and 
Clinton County schools. For more information visit their website at www.inghamisd.org/cacc.  

Register Now for the October 17 Healthcare 

http://www.inghamisd.org/cacc/community/publicservices/
http://www.inghamisd.org/cacc


Forum & Economic Club Luncheon 

The Lansing Regional Chamber is pleased to present on October 17 the annual Healthcare 
Forum entitled "Practical Solutions to Managing Healthcare" and the Economic Club 

luncheon featuring Shirley Weis, Mayo Clinic, and Dennis Swan, President & CEO, Sparrow 
Health System. Event details as follows: 

  
Thursday, October 17 

Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center 

Healthcare Forum: 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Economic Club: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
________________________________________________________________ 

October 17 Healthcare Forum  

"Practical Solutions to Managing Healthcare" 

  
The Healthcare Forum will be presented in three parts: 

   
 - State of the State of Healthcare 

 Vern Smith, Managing Principal of Health Management Associates, will address the State 
of the State of Healthcare in Michigan, including an update on the Affordable Care Act 

and paying particular attention to the recently passed Medicaid expansion and the 
benefits to the business community. 

  
 - ACA Bootcamp 

 An informed panel of experts will walk attendees through an ACA Bootcamp aimed at 
actual calculations of FTEs (full-time equivalents) for businesses with varying economic 

and employment factors. What are the next steps once you know your FTE? What 
resources are available? What credits do you qualify for? Floor will be open for 

questions.   
  

 - "Strengthening Engagement: Building a Culture of Health" 
This energetic presentation will focus on employee wellness and the effect it can have 

your bottom line. The presentation will discuss the unhealthy culture we live in and ways 
to effectively motivate your employees both at the office and at home. Presented 

by Jenn Dubey, CPT, CNC, CCWC, President of EVOLVE Corporate Wellness. 

________________________________________________________________ 

October 17 Economic Club Luncheon  

  Shirley Weis, Mayo Clinic & Dennis Swan, Sparrow Health System 

  
Directly following the Healthcare Forum is the October Economic Club luncheon featuring 

keynote speaker Shirley Weis, Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) of 
Mayo Clinic with an introduction and additional remarks from Dennis Swan, President and 

CEO of Sparrow Health System. 

  
Weis' presentation is entitled "Healthcare Reform--What Still Needs to Be Done" and will 

cover the following: 

         *The Healthcare Environment *Mayo Clinic Strategic Priorities *Mayo Clinic's 
Solutions *Mayo Clinic Care Network and Sparrow 

  
This event is generously sponsored by Sparrow Health System.   

 

Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce  
500 East Michigan Ave, Ste 200  

Lansing, Michigan 48912 
(517) 487-6340, (517) 484-6910 fax 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6du8T-Wr7patJy4iZPxDBiC2y3RRUbDYhFeZ4Jm-UxcyE5lVVK8NV7WIL6DUTQaND9yJbyR6WCxCXoX1Q6tzKtoMGZsIPxjcakLUdxBjVBWiJ9pJKqH3j6Nw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dsGAqGq--e7Tpg1UMuFy5D4BnUUrQrf7qAjwYP1TiXDEkP3lu6MB5Jvx8BBzM9w23SCvvbMn3wmxhKYTNeOXuDnKVw6jiYmBIg_R5D6yVEsNTSxDjKyyjJMoRB-qa29-b0f0f3M_YXRaj__8_fSFD-VqPc_o1JiKpw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dvev4yko00WPHVaaYFSD7tuO0MSL4QcXiuwu6xJAsdaqdhn4lHTmsq5Ta_q5IKeXdnn07-K6n6BCiLr58Iix_NaBcfz_pbf99A96lB5E1fnXmjbI9c-WF_79OelWclMGGPm63ZaRNCIydS2fZ9r-79dyHVwUOkwbOw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dsGAqGq--e7Tpg1UMuFy5D4BnUUrQrf7qAjwYP1TiXDEkP3lu6MB5Jvx8BBzM9w23SCvvbMn3wmxhKYTNeOXuDnKVw6jiYmBIg_R5D6yVEsNTSxDjKyyjJMoRB-qa29-b0f0f3M_YXRaj__8_fSFD-VqPc_o1JiKpw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6duEJOH-C0I9itNNgCZ0kSAhVkYNR7ubVAcqOXMECOdy64EFfqnGuu5BN4OyD7PRItVPK88W9adSjBX64Sl-UBfQgrxWomvhJrx9lqQ39m_d1cSzdnUj-5iQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dvvTKbSMI5r3CrnxwzKgFAtB2yduvRKk19_RvSSyHUwuj33kGZ3IYseMD9quqFFLotjJMNEF-hcfgGOTFKAkJNoci27ghE51oPdOGB0FYC_jf6TPTzLHHP8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dvev4yko00WPHVaaYFSD7tuO0MSL4QcXiuwu6xJAsdaqdhn4lHTmsq5Ta_q5IKeXdnn07-K6n6BCiLr58Iix_NaBcfz_pbf99A96lB5E1fnXmjbI9c-WF_79OelWclMGGPm63ZaRNCIydS2fZ9r-79dyHVwUOkwbOw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6dsWdia9g9MzL0WBOGSt0_wMxGV4S72CeA2evAPAvAuwOdQC6-QikNZtT-Wgz69EVEo7IWYzO0IxsJmrpAPNGc1o16zS6BQ7cedeg9SGWcXh-vImLJjB0fUi
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6duVE6-m3yB_kwlATLFIcVkjQj_6wotT6jRXXhRikEux4dU3Tp5hd3Eg1usYrcy-a1RrCsHZdgzWGMd-IssX1HgcZvPfBiiwsxl9ykx93I0fXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LCeuFhQh6du8T-Wr7patJy4iZPxDBiC2y3RRUbDYhFeZ4Jm-UxcyE5lVVK8NV7WIL6DUTQaND9yJbyR6WCxCXoX1Q6tzKtoMGZsIPxjcakLUdxBjVBWiJ9pJKqH3j6Nw


If you missed the Informational Luncheon on September 25, you 
might not know that support for Windows XP and Office 2003 ends 
in a few months.  On April 8, 2014, Microsoft will end support for the 
decade-old Windows XP.  This means you will no longer receive 
updates, including security updates, for Windows XP from 
Microsoft. Support of Microsoft Office 2003 will also be ending on 
the same date. 
  
Potential business implications include both security and privacy. 
They could have significant impacts on your business, so if you're 
running either of these products you should plan to take action 
soon. Without critical Windows XP security updates, your PC may 
become vulnerable to harmful viruses, spyware, and other malicious 
software which can steal or damage your business data and 
information. Anti-virus software will also not be able to fully protect 
you once Windows XP itself is unsupported.  
  
Many software and hardware vendors will no longer support their 
products that are running on Windows XP as they are unable to get 
the Windows XP and Office 2003 updates. For example, the new 
Office leverages the modern Windows and will not run on Windows 
XP.  When problems arise, online and phone-based technical 
support will unfortunately no longer be available to assist you or 
your IT partner, leaving you on your own to deal with the problem.  
  
The risks of system failure and business disruption could increase 
because of the end of support, lack of supported software, and the 
increasing age of hardware running Windows XP. Get modern with 
Windows 8 Pro and the new Office.  Contact our Chamber members 
in computer technology right away.  
  
This is your opportunity to see how 10 years of innovation in both 
Windows 8 Pro and the new Office (either Office 365 or Office 2013) 
can help your business. Enhanced security, mobility, productivity, 
flexibility - there are so many great reasons to get modern. Take a 
look at what you've been missing and enjoy less downtime and 
continued support when you make the move. 
  
  



 
  
The Mason Orchestral Society is pleased to announce its first concert of the 2013-
14 season: 
  
Friday, October 25, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
Chippewa Middle School Auditorium 
4000 N.Okemos Rd. 
Okemos, Michigan 48864 
  
The Mason Symphony, under the direction of Mr. Timothy Krohn, will present an 
interactive "Halloween Concert" with a few tricks and many treats for all ages. 
Please join the orchestra and come in your favorite costume! There is no fee for 
admission; however, tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated.  
  
The Mason Orchestral Society (MOS) is a non-profit community organization made 
up of students and adult musicians from around the Mason and Lansing areas. The 
society sponsors three ensembles: the Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonic, and 
the Chamber Orchestra. Additional information about MOS activities and events can 

be found on the society's Web site at www.masonorchestras.org. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

http://www.masonorchestras.org/


------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Source: Masontoday.com 
48th Gem Mineral Fossil and Lapidary show coming to the 
Ingham County Fairgrounds 
  
The Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society, a non-profit club, will sponsor its 48th Annual 
Gem, Mineral, Fossil and Lapidary Show October 25 through October 27, 2013 at the Main Arena of 
the Ingham County Fairgrounds in Mason. As a part of the show, invitations have been sent to over 
100 grade school teachers area-wide to bring interested classes to a pre-show "CHILDRENS MORNING" 
on Friday, October 25 from 9 AM to 1 PM. 
  
Club members and friends demonstrate their hobbies, faceting, wire wrap, micro-mounts, rock 
tumbling and other skills. Forty to sixty educational display cases will be set up with member 
collections available for viewing. The displays are wide ranging - from beautiful mineral specimens 
to polished agates, petrified wood, geodes, faceted gems, interesting and strange fossils, and a 
fluorescent booth where mineral specimens are displayed under regular, short and long wave 
lighting. Kids may also purchase at bargain prices mineral or fossil specimens. 
  
When the students leave they are given a parting gift. The information and experience provided to 
the students fits in with their earth science studies. Attendance on "CHILDRENS MORNING" is usually 
around 1100-1200 students. 
  
The show will be open to the general public from 6-9 PM on Friday, October 25th, 10-7 on Saturday 
the 26th, and 11-5 on Sunday the 27th. Cost for the general public: adults $3, teens $1 and children 
under the age of 12 are free with a paying adult. For further information, please contact: Show 

Chairman at (517) 349-3249 or at the www.michrocks.org website. 
  

---------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 

 

  

http://www.michrocks.org/


WOW! says fixes will start early in 2014 
SOURCE: Ingham County Community News 
Written by Will Kangas  
  
The WOW! Cable Company that serves Mason says work to improve critical local TV 
and Internet service is on track to start early next year. WOW! System Manager 
Christian Anderson came to the Mason City Council meeting on Oct. 7 to give the 
council an update on the company's $14 million system rehabilitation project, which 
has started with customers in South Lyon and is working its way to Mason, he said. 
  
"We have already started replacing copper wire with fiber optic cable in the 
Williamston and Webberville areas," he said. "From there we will work through 
Charlotte and into Mason. We are expecting it to begin early next year." 
  
Meanwhile a mediation process will start to resolve some eight official complaints 
from Mason-area customers, according Judy Palnau, media and public relations 
specialist with the Michigan Public Service Commission. There is no set timetable 
for the process, she said. 
  
Most of the complaints cite "Equipment Service Problem" as the impetus. That 
number is considered high for a community Mason's size. Complaints were not 
limited to Mason, although the bulk of them have come from Mason lately. 
  
Palnau said since January there have been six informal complaints that have been 
resolved from the Portland area and three from the Williamston service area. The 
complaints concerned poor picture quality and equipment issues. 
  
The City of Mason itself filed an informal complaint with the Michigan Public 
Service Commission in May over cable service problems with the Denver-based cable 
company. It posted the commission's contact information on its website after 
getting slammed with complaints from residents earlier this year. 
  
WOW! provides cable service in states in the Midwest and southeast and bought out 
bankrupt Broadstripe two years ago and then recently made the switch to a digital 
delivery in Mason. But the switch caused problems with broadcasting and Internet 
service, including a four- to seven-day outage for many Mason customers. 
  
Residents complained they were unable to switch to another service, like satellite, 
because they live near large trees and felt they are stuck with WOW!  Andersen 
told the Mason City Council at a previous meeting that the company has hired more 
technicians and said the quality of the equipment handed down from Broadstripe 
was in worse shape than the company thought. 
  
Meanwhile, Mason will have to wait because state law does not allow local 
municipalities to choose between different providers for their residents. "There isn't 
much we can do as a local municipality," Colburn said. "We don't have the authority 
to simply switch to another company to provide services." 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:wkangas@lsj.com


 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Allegiance Health Hosts Free Hearing Presentation 
  
Allegiance Health invites the community to a free presentation on hearing loss 
causes and available treatment options. "Listen Up!" will be presented by 
audiologist Deborah Livingston of the Allegiance Hearing Center. 
  
Tuesday, October 29, 6 p.m. 
Ella Sharp Museum of Art and History 
3225 Fourth Street, Jackson 
  
Left untreated, hearing loss can seriously limit the ability to work, learn and enjoy 
life. The Allegiance Hearing Center offers safe, effective, technologically 
advanced treatment and services for those living with the challenges of hearing 
loss. To learn more about Allegiance Hearing Care, visit 
AllegianceHealth.org/Services/Hearing-Care. 
  
For reservations, please call (888) 335-7241 or register online at 
AllegianceHealth.org/Events. 



 
This article previously appeared in Energy Solutions from   
Consumers Energy 
newsletter, and is used with permission. 

   

Green Your Business: Seven Ways to 
Reduce Your Environmental Footprint 
  
Facilities across the country are looking for ways to go green, and for good reason. Sustainable practices can 
yield significant rewards, both for the environment and your business. By greening your business you can: save 
money by reducing waste and increasing efficiency; lessen health and safety risks; attract environmentally 
conscious consumers and employees; and differentiate yourself from competitors.  
  
Measuring and reducing your environmental impact  
Your carbon footprint is a measure of your impact on the environment based on the amount of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) emitted as a result of your business activities. You can estimate your environmental impact by using 
the Carbon Footprint Calculator. Next, bring your carbon footprint down to size by following these seven 
strategies:  
  

1. Use energy more efficiently. Producing electricity and natural gas and delivering it to your door 
generates greenhouse gas emissions. Installing energy-efficient building systems and equipment can 
save energy and reduce your environmental footprint. See the Commercial or Industrialenergy 
efficiency tools for recommendations that are tailored to your business segment.    

2. Install renewables. Clean, renewable energy systems, such as solar and wind, can reduce your impact 
on the environment significantly while lowering your energy bill. A variety of federal, state and local 
incentives are available to make installing renewable energy more affordable. See the Database of 
State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency  
(DSIRE) for information about incentives available in your area.   

3. Conserve water  
. Energy is used (and emissions generated) to heat the water used in your facility and process waste 
water. Reduce water heater temperatures and repair leaks. Install low-flow showerheads and aerated 
faucets to reduce the amount of water used; this can be especially effective in lodging and multi-
family facilities. Facilities with high hot water demand, such as hospitals and restaurants, should 
consider heat recovery to capture the energy from waste fluids to heat or preheat water.   

4. Reduce, reuse, recycle  
. Your environmental footprint goes beyond energy use and your business. All of the materials and 
equipment in your facility must be produced and shipped there, and then disposed of-all of which 
impacts the environment. Look for ways to use less; it could be something as simple as printing on both 
sides of paper or developing a better preventive maintenance program to make equipment last longer. 
Establish a companywide recycling program.   

5. Travel less. Employees driving to and from work produce a substantial amount of air pollution. 
Encourage (or subsidize) employees to use public transportation or organize car pools, and allow 
employees to work from home whenever possible. Minimize business travel through web conferencing, 
email and other low-emission communications. If you maintain a fleet of vehicles, use them only when 
needed and look for fuel-efficient models .   

6. Consider near sourcing  
. All businesses require resources to function, whether it is office supplies or raw materials for 
manufacturing. Transporting these resources to your door uses energy and creates emissions. Near 
sourcing-using vendors close to your business-is a growing trend that can reduce your environmental 
impact and may save you money as well.   

7. Ship goods more efficiently. If your business delivers products, consider ways to reduce your shipping 
emissions. Ground shipments, by rail or truck, are generally more fuel-efficient than shipping by air. 
Fewer, full ground shipments will use less fuel than frequent light loads. If you do not have enough 
goods for full shipments, consider teaming up with other local businesses.  

 
See the U.S. Small Business Administration's Green Business Guide for more tips and ideas about how to make 
your business more sustainable.  
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.vsl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fmembers.questline.com%2FCalcCarbonFootprint.aspx
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Dart Container Adopts Highway 
  
As part of Dart Container's commitment to keeping communities free of litter, it is participating in 
Michigan's Adopt-A-Highway program.  For two weeks this past month, Dart volunteers, including 
employees, friends and family, volunteered their time to the two-mile stretch of Highway 127 
between Cedar Street Exchange and Railroad Bridge. The volunteers were responsible for cleaning 
up any litter that they found on the side of the road. 
  
This is Dart's third year participating in Michigan's Adopt-A-Highway program. Since 2010, Dart has 
adopted the two-mile stretch of Highway between Cedar Street Exchange and Railroad Bridge twice 
a year (once in the spring, and once in the fall). In fact, in last spring, Dart collected 62 bags of 
litter. The most litter Dart has collected during the Adopt-A-Highway program was in the spring of 
2011 when over 100 trash bags were filled for collection. 
  
"Last spring, our employees, friends and families were out in snow keeping our communities clean 
and free of litter," said Dianne Norton, Human Resources Assistant for Dart Container. "It's worth it 
to us because we believe it is important for everyone to do their part in keeping our communities 
beautiful. Our adopted area is one of the cleanest on the highway." 
  
Dart volunteers picked up trash and collected it in special, M-DOT (Michigan Department of 
Transportation) stamped white bags. All the litter found was picked up after each weekend by 
Michigan's Refuge Services, however any foam that was collected was taken to Dart to be processed 
for recycling, and eventually become products like crown molding and picture frames.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Show Me The Money!  

by Howard Benson, CEO 

National Community Development Services 
  
As a community leader, you're probably asked as often as I am about the current level of difficulty in 
raising money due to the sluggish or uncertain economy. My standard answer is that it's not been any 
easier, or, for that matter, any more difficult than when all of America's economic signals were 
green lights.  
  
We know that an important, urgent cause with the right leadership behind it can be funded in any 
economy; it's only a matter of the level of funding available. We routinely raise impressive sums in 
economically stressed communities when we position the project as a critical need, and our client is 
seen as well led and capable of making a measurable impact. Conversely, our feasibility studies have 
yielded prudent "no-go" recommendations for campaigns in wealthy, thriving communities where 
prospective donor/investors view our client's cause as a low priority and our client bereft of "asking 
rights."  
  
You'll be encouraged to know that, nationally, there has been a general uptick in charitable giving in 
the past few years. A study conducted by the Giving USA Foundation, whose research NCDS has 
helped fund over the years, reveals these useful nuggets from the most recent data:  

 Corporate giving increased by 12.2% in 2012 
 Individual giving rose by almost four percent 
 As a percentage of America's GDP, charitable giving amounts to 2% 
 In the past decade, total giving increased by $78.78 billion 
 Gifts to arts, health, religion and other activities totaled $316.3 billion, up from $305.5 

billion in 2011 
 The categories gaining the largest increases in giving were the arts, environmental, and 

animal related causes   
You can access more information on America's giving patterns by visiting  www.givingusareports.org 
  
My takeaway from the statistics is this: As always, it is the failure to ask, and to ask in a compelling, 
strategic way that affects giving, not the state of the economy. Who will you ask for a serious 
financial commitment today? 

http://www.givingusareports.org/


Information from: Orthopaedic Rehab Services  

Physical Exertion & Fall Activities 
  
     As summer is coming to a close and fall activities are arriving, you may realize that your 
yard needs a lot of work. Time to rake leaves, move mulch, and prune trees. All of these 
activities require a lot of physical exertion. If you have not been regularly exercising and 
using the muscles in your shoulders and back all summer, you may end up with a few aches 
and pains. Here are some helpful tips to reduce the likelihood of injury.  
     First, it is always good to do warm up activities before you dive into a heavy job. So 
before you move large amounts of mulch or jump into raking the entire yard, start with a 
walk and some stretching, just to get your muscles loosened up. After you have been 
bending and moving mulch for an hour, take a break or go onto a different activity. 
Changing activities is just as important in yard work as it is in exercise. Cross training helps 
to balance out muscles and reduces the risk of injury. Changing activities in the yard will 
do the same.  
     So, after moving mulch and bending forward for a while, go to pruning a few trees, 
getting your arms up over head and doing some back bends. This will help reduce the strain 
on your back from bending forward repeatedly and keep your discs in your spine happy. 
After you prune a tree or two, give your arms a break from overhead activities and return 
to the mulch. Breaking up the pruning into shorter segments of time will save your 
shoulders from too much overhead strain and help to avoid a rotator cuff injury.  
     If you do notice that you strained a muscle while doing the yard work, make sure to 
apply ice for 15 minutes a couple of times that day and the next day. If the pain lingers for 
more than a couple of days, please see your doctor or contact your therapist for 
recommendations. 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Source: James P. Hallan's Blog 

What's ahead for Buy Nearby  
by James P. Hallen  
  
Before you do anything more today, please mark your calendar for Saturday, 
October 4, 2014. That's the day of the second annual Buy Nearby celebration - 10/4 
being the first Saturday in October next year. 
 
Thousands and thousands of us all across the state helped put the first annual event 
- branded as Get Caught Blue-Handed Day - into the books over the weekend. 
Everyone at Michigan Retailers Association thanks you for your hard work and 
participation and hopes your store had a great day on Saturday, with more traffic 
and sales than usual.  
 
More sales at Michigan stores, of course, is the point of Buy Nearby and Saturday's 
first celebration of the campaign. Buy Nearby was launched by MRA to encourage 
Michigan residents and visitors to shop at nearby Michigan stores instead of going 
out of state or sending their dollars out of state via the Internet. 
 
The year-round campaign and its one-day annual celebration are meant to add a 
new layer of fun to shopping in Michigan while helping residents understand the 
economic importance of putting their hard-earned dollars to work in their 
communities. Buy Nearby benefits everyone in Michigan. 
 



After you get through marking your 2014 calendar, please fill out the brief, online 
Buy Nearby survey to tell us how Saturday, October 5, 2013 was for your store and 
community.  Your information about Get Caught Blue-Handed Day is extremely 
important to us and to the future of Buy Nearby.  
 
Although we know we still have a long way to go before Buy Nearby reaches its 
potential by becoming a shopping mantra and a term familiar to everyone in 
Michigan, your information can help the campaign get there faster.  
 
For example, we have a strong suspicion that Saturday was the most successful in 
communities and individual stores where there was an individual or group that 
worked hard to spread the word and whip up excitement. That's logical, but we 
need to take the survey answers and combine them with other data to prove or 
disprove our hunch and provide other insights into what worked and what didn't.  
 
We're guessing that sales were better in stores that advertised special promotions 
and activities. We're also guessing that retailers who used Facebook, Twitter and 
other social media ended up drawing larger crowds. With that guess goes another 
huge thanks to the thousands of retailers and shoppers who "liked" Buy Nearby's 
Facebook page. 
 
We'll be sure to share those findings with you once we have them. We want to use 
them to be able to repeat the good and discard the ineffective as the campaign 
moves forward. We're also looking forward to your survey comments on any aspect 
of Buy Nearby you care to comment about.  
 
Now that Get Caught Blue-Handed Day has come and gone, what's ahead for Buy 
Nearby? That's a great question with a multiple-part answer. First, don't forget Buy 
Nearby is a year-round campaign. Although the celebration of the campaign is only 
one day a year - the first Saturday in October - we all should be encouraging 
everyone in our communities to Buy Nearby all the time.  
 
That means you should keep those Buy Nearby window clings and posters (updated 
posters will be available soon for free downloading) displayed in your store year-
round to remind your customers and passersby. Please wear those attractive lapel 
pins, too. All of the promotional merchandise is good to use any time you see fit. 
 
It also means the campaign will be trying to secure the sponsor dollars necessary to 
maintain some level of advertising throughout the year (contributions also are 
welcome). Second, part of the beauty of Buy Nearby is that communities and 
retailers can make use of the campaign to fit their own promotions. Is there a 
community festival or special event? Then tie Buy Nearby into it.  
 
And be sure to put the Buy Nearby logo on all your ads and marketing materials 
during the holidays and throughout the year as a reminder to shoppers of all the 
good they're doing by buying nearby. We urge you to be creative in drawing 
attention to Buy Nearby. And then share your success with us so we can spread the 
word. As the poster proclaims: Have Fun. Feel Good. Support Michigan.  
 
Jim Hallan is Michigan Retailers Association president and chief executive officer. 
  
Allegiance Health will be hosting two presentations in early November. Seating is limited for both of these events. To 
register, please call toll free (888) 335-7241 or visit AllegianceHealth.org/Events. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.9sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.e2ma.net%2Fapp2%2Fsurvey%2F1701803%2F213029809%2Fb3f1ba7645%2F81720235%2F11970475%2F79944619%2F%3Fv%3Da%26v%3Da
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.8sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBuyNearbyMI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.7sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.retailers.com%2Fbuy-nearby%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.6sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fbuynearbymi.com%2Ftoolkit%2Ftools%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.5sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fbuynearbymi.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.5sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fbuynearbymi.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.4sl4awoab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fbuynearbymi.com%2Ftoolkit%2Fuse-of-the-buy-nearby-logo%2F


  
Exploring Treatment Options for Joint Pain  
Participants challenged by knee and hip pain will learn about treatment options available through Allegiance Health that can 
improve mobility, comfort level and quality of life.  
  
            Tuesday, November 5 at 6 p.m. 
            The Centre  

1800 West US 223, Adrian 
            Hosted by Allegiance orthopaedic surgeon Timothy Ekpo, DO 
  
Dr. Ekpo looks forward to meeting community members and answering questions. 
  
How to Detect and Prevent Stroke  
Participants will learn important steps to managing or controlling stroke risk factors. They will also find out how to recognize 
if someone is having a stroke and how to respond. 
  

Tuesday, November 12 at Noon 
Ella Sharp Museum of Art and History 
3225 Fourth Street, Jackson 
Hosted by Allegiance neurologist John Wald, MD 

  
Allegiance Health is a Certified Primary Stroke Center, as designated by the Joint Commission, the nation's leading 
accrediting body of health care. 

---------------------------------------------- 

Fall Fest Benefits C&FC 
  
The first annual "Fall Fest" will take place Saturday, 
November 9, 2013 in Grand Ledge. This fall celebration 
will feature Michigan craft beer, cider and mead. The 
goal of Fall Fest is to raise awareness of the Michigan 
craft beer, cider and mead industry while raising money for their selected nonprofit 
Child and Family Charities. 
www.childandfamily.org or http://www.facebook.com/ChildandFamilyCharities 

  
Fall Fest was established by "I'm a Beer Hound" founder, Paul Starr and "REO Town 
Pub" owner, Roxanne Landes. Fall Fest is an indoor beer, cider and mead festival 
with live acoustic music performed by Joe Wright (Country/Classic Rock) hosted 
just west of Lansing above the Red Salamander brewing supply shop at 902 E. 
Saginaw Highway in Grand Ledge.   
  
Fall Fest will have 16 Michigan breweries, cideries, and meaderies showcasing 30+ 
craft beers, ciders and meads. The proceeds from this event will benefit Child and 
Family Charities. Featuring the Michigan breweries of: 
  
Arcadia Ales, Atwater Brewery, B. Nektar Meadery, BAD Brewing, Brewery Vivant, 
Crankers Brewery, Eagle Monk Brewery, Griffen Claw, Jolly Pumpkin, North Peak, 
Perrin Brewing, Saugatuck Brewery, Schmohz, Uncle John's Cider, Vandermill Cider, 
and Virtue Cider. 
Learn more about the Beer Fall Fest at: http://LansingFallFest.com 

  
Child and Family Charities was established In 1911 as the Ingham County branch of 
Michigan Children's Aid Society. The founding purpose was "to secure for every child 
the same love and the same opportunity that we would have our children receive 
should they be left orphaned or friendless."  Over the years, the agency has evolved 
into a multi-service organization serving the mid-Michigan region.  
  
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Save the Date!   

http://www.childandfamily.org/
http://lansingfallfest.com/


Allegiance Health invites you to "Breakfast for 
Business" on Wednesday, December 4, 2013 at the 
Cascades Manor House in Jackson from 7:30 - 9 
a.m.  Breakfast will be served starting at 7:15 a.m. 
Call or e-mail Doug at the Chamber office to have an 
invitation e-mailed to you.  
-----------------------------------------------------  

  
  

The City of Mason and Rayner Park Rally Club announce that fall clean up dates 
for Rayner Park are Saturday, October 26, 10 AM to 2 PM AND Saturday, November 
9, 10 AM to 2 PM. Save the dates! 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Final Note: 
       Continuing a 41-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON in 

Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-copy newsletter has 
information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news from member 
businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format.  The several insert pages 
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within 
a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this 
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also maintains value for limited 
advertising.   
     Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 440 key decision-makers in the Mason 
area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, 
and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is 
delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th 
of the month for all submissions.  Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited 
for space and consistency of the publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE" 
newsletter electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their e-
mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a 
Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder.  A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf 
copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE.  A .pdf 
copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month for all 
UPDATE submissions.  All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication 
consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail addresses 
submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who are Chamber leaders 
and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.  

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.masonchamber.org/


Look ahead for upcoming events on: 
www.masonchamber.org  
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE 
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE 
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT:  

www.masonchamber.org 
   
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

  Click on Community Events at:  www.masonchamber.org  
  

MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is 
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and 

select Chamber stakeholders.   
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-

mail.  Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" 
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail, 

just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  

  
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN 
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON 
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG 

  

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109538759476&s=0&e=001dfyqMbHxqlixTleDZGCHuTLjGQY7OvXhQaF_EjRdzJlo8fINvdPFLuT7UbOrsBnoK5xFBHUsPXOPpI8JULIlCLwQcaWDubTNPqKXQS6_FLGH0xcLDYZqRw==
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=g6iwuvoab.0.xtb8zocab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0969&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonchamber.org%2F
mailto:amasonchamber@masonchamber.org
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102135377222

