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MASON'S 41ST ANNUADOWN HOME
DAYS FESTIVAL IS OSEPTEMBER 121

Mason's 4% annual Down Home Days community festival will be held Thursday
through Sunday, on September 18 through 21. Go to www.masonchamber.org and
click on the Community Events Calendar for th e latest information.

Down Home Days starts off on Thursday, September 18 with the last concert in
the tenth season of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's "Thursday Night Live"
Courthouse Concert series sponsored bylndependent Bank . This free con cert on
the lawn of the Ingham County Courthouse starts at 6:00 p.m. and is sponsored by
CP Federal Credit Union . It features the Mason High School Band and Cheer
Squad. To benefit youth programs, the Mason Optimist Club will be selling hotdogs,
chips and pop before and during the concert.

On Friday, September 19, flags will fly throughout the town for POW -MIA Day.
Residents and businesses throughout Mason participate in the flag program of the
American Legion Browne/Cavender Post 148 . Residents who are not part of the
program are being encouraged by local veterans groups to fly the flag on that day.

The signature event of Down Home Days begins the morning of Saturday,
September 20, with the 41 st annual Courthouse Show in downtown Mason, hosed
by the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by WOW! and other area
businesses. The Michigan Retailers Association will have their "Buy Nearby Guy"
mascot character at the show, Maple Street Mall , and Kean's Store Company
between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.

Ingrid Nova of the City of Mason and chair of the Chamber's Down Home Days
festival events, says that "our estimates are that between 4,000 and 6,000 people
attend the show each year." She adds that "the show features a mix of arts and
crafts, flea market, food vendors, entertainment, and community group booths."
The show runs from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday only.

A variety of entertainment will be on Maple Street with the featuring Fading
World at 9:30 AM, the L.A. Cloggers at 11:30 AM and "Ukulele Mania" by MMUGS a
2:00 PM. Entertainment is sponsored by Ware's Pharmacy, CP Federal Credit
Union, and Dart Container Corporation

Sponsored by the Mason Assembly of God, entertainment for kids will be at the
"Kids' Korrral" near the main Courthouse steps, with a bounce house and games
provided by Mason RailTime Adventures .

Also, earlier on Saturday morning, the Mason Firefighters Association will hold
their pancake breakfast at the James M. Pelton Memorial Fire Station at 221 W.
Ash Street. Cost is $7 for adults, $6 seniors, $4 kids, $20 family, and under 2 free.
The breakfast runs from 7 AM to 11 AM. They will also do a golf ball drop event
fundraiser there at noon.

Elaine Ferris, of the Mason Farmers Market, says that "t he produce market will
take place as it usually does every Saturday this time of year on Maple Street.” The
market will only be on the north side of the street during Down Home Days, but will
have extended hours on September 20.

Saturday is also when the Friends of the Mason Library will hold their book
sale at the Mason Library starting at 9:00 a.m. and the Mason Area Historical
Society will have their pie sale at Mason Area Historical Museum , 200 E. Oak Street
in Mason, starting at 10:00 a.m.

Yard and garage sales will be going on all around town during the festival
weekend. Mason churches welcome you for Sunday services on Sunday, Septembel
21. More festival event information is available at the community events calendar
at the www.masonchamber.org website.
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" WIN UP TO $15,000 CASH FOR JUST $10*
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— YOUR CREDIT UNION FOR LIFE

MACC Raffle

The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s 2014 Raffle is a
licensed event ML#R26700 with net proceeds going to
community programs, especially for Christmas lights to
go up again on the big tree in front of the Courthouse
downtown. Only 4000 tickets available at $10 each.

* If at least 3000 Tickets are sold, 50/50, $3,000 minimum. Winners responsible for all taxes and withholding.

13 Annual ML#R26700

MACC Raffle Drawing G Chunie o o
Thursday, October 9, 2014 e

5-7 PM “After Hours” with snacks, soft drinks and cash bar.
Top Prize Drawings at 7 PM at Bestsellers Extra!, 356 S.
Jefferson Street in downtown Mason. Get tickets at the
Chamber office: 148 E. Ash Street - M-F 9-3.

Call (517) 676-1046 or see details at www.masonchamber.org

This information appears on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.org

THE FLASHES NOW IN MASON

Source: The Flashes, Carla Bumstead

The Flashes Advertising & News is expanding into Mason. Cindy Gaedert, publisher and co-owner,
said the expansion means an overall circulation increase of over 33 percent.
"We are very excited to be able to offer our community -centered advertising and news to the Mason
area," Gaedert said. "A strong community newspaper goes hand-in-hand with a strong local economy ,
and response to our moving into Mason has been overwhelmingly positive."

Flashes circulation manager Rod Magoon said the Flashes' delivery area now extends from M -99 east
all the way to US-127. The paper is also being delivered to all the businesses in both downtown
Mason and along Cedar Street. Residential coverage has also expanded significantly and now includes
the Columbia Lakes, Summer Woods and Sycamore Village subdivisions.

Mason resident Helen Turkovich said she is happy to see the Flashes coming to town, as it represents
a familiar face. "Before moving to Mason, we lived in Eaton Rapids for 20 years, and it's great to

have (the Flashes) back again," Turkovich said. "We really didn't have anything like it in Mason, and
it will be very welcome."

Gary Ridenour, who works in the circulation department, said he has been in over 130 Mason
businesses to deliver the paper and talk to owners about the expansion. "We have a lot of happy
business owners," Ridenour said. "People have been really receptive."

The Flashes Advertising & News was purchased by The County Journal in May of this year. At the
time of purchase, circulation stood at 7,500. With the expansion, circulation now stands at 10,000.

The Flashes is delivered free of charge to homes, bus inesses and apartments. There are also
numerous "drop locations," where multiple copies are available. Some of the Mason drop locations
include Darrell's Market and Hardware on Columbia Road; Bestseller's Bookstore , Kean's and the
Chamber of Commerce in downtown Mason; and Save A-Lot and Westside Deli on Cedar Street.

For any questions or concerns about Flashes delivery, contact Rod Magoon at 269-832-9882 or Gary
Ridenour at 517-652-5002. By law, newspapers cannot be placed in mailboxes. The paper is, inst ead,
left on hooks on mailbox posts for those in rural areas. The Flashes circulation staff has hooks for
anyone who needs one, just give them a call.
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MASON FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION
INVITES You Te OUur

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER

Chief James M. Pelton
Memorial Fire Station
221 W. Ash St.
Saturday, September 20% - Mason, Ml 48854

7:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Adults: $7.00 S Pancakes!

Seniors: $6.00 L Potatoes
Kids(2-12): $4.00 N Eggs
Kids(under 2): Free 4 Bacon

Family: $20.00 N SEUEET )

All of the money raised will go to benefit the Mason Firefighter's Associatiof

This information appears on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.org

REDEVELOPMENT HAPPENING JUST WEST OF CHAMBER OFFICE
SOURCEFox 47 News - Stephanie Miller

Kincaid Henry Building Group is pleased to announce the beginning of construction for the historically
sensitive redevelopment of the long vacant three -story former Shopping Guide building and the
adjacent two -story building in downtown Mason at 124 to 140 E. A sh Street.

The buildings will be redeveloped into a mixed -use project that includes 10 new apartments and the
home offices of Oracle Financial Solutions . One of the buildings, the oldest standing structure in
downtown Mason, dating back to the Civil War e ra, will be redeveloped with historic considerations.

This $2,750,000 development is supported by the Michigan State Housing Development Agency Rental
Rehabilitation Program and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation Community
Development Block Grants as well a Fagcade Grant from the City of Mason Downtown Development
Authority . Dart Bank is providing financing for the project, which is anticipated to be completed in
the spring of 2015.

Title insurance and settlement services were provided by Capit al Fund Title Services, a subsidiary
of the Great Lakes Capital Fund, located in REO Town, Lansing. "It is impressive to see the public

and private sector working together to enhance this Mason City block," said Steve Smith, managing

member of Capital Fund Title Services.

The Ash Street property has been in the care of Ingham County Land Bank since 2009. "The Ash
Street redevelopment project accomplishes two of the Land Bank's primary goals - responsibly
putting properties back on the tax roll and assistin g development that enhances the desirability of
a community," said Jeff Burdick, Land Bank executive director.

The City of Mason has contracted with Revitalize, LLC to administer the MSHDA grant funds.
Revitalize co-owner and longtime project advocate, Br uce Johnston offered the following advice in
light of the announcement: "Never give up - most things in life that are worth it, take time and
strong partnerships."

"Oracle Financial Solutions is proud to be part of this revitalization project,” said Kurt ~ Creamer,
Oracle financial advisor and building partner and tenant. "It will create a facility that will support

our clients and our community for decades to come." For more information about  Oracle Financial
Solutions visit www.ofsadvisors.com.

"This is an amazing project and we are thankful for everyone's participation in making this project
come together," said Ryan Henry, Kincaid Henry chief operations officer. The project is a first of
many similar projects that Kincaid Henry is working on in various smaller downtowns throughout
Michigan.
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/Mason Firefighters 2
Association GREAT BALLS °.

GOLF BALL
DROP DR

Saturday, ML#R28185
September 20"

at 12 Noon
221 W. Ash Street

Tickets on sale for $5 per ball o =\
or 5 balls for $20 @J

This information appears on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.org
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DHD GREAT BALLS OFIRE FIREFIGHTERS GOLF BALL DRC

At noon on September 20, 2014 during Mason's 4% annual Down Home Days festival,
the Mason Firefighters Association will conduct the 2 " annual Great Balls Of Fire
Golf Ball Drop. Tickets are already on sale at $5 per ba Il or 5 balls for $20. You need
not be present to win. The drop will take place atthe  Mason Fire Department hall
at 221 W. Ash Street in Mason.

According to the golf ball drop system official rules, a sack of golf balls will be
raised 40 to 50 feet over a 3000 gallon port -a-tank and dropped. The tank will have
a submerged "putting green" surface and a piping system underneath. The first 10
balls that come out of the piping system will win: 1st Prize - $1000, 2nd Prize -$
250, 3rd Prize - $150, 4th Prize - $100, 5th Prize - $75, 6th Prize $75. 7th through
10th pays $50 each. ML#R28185.

Bring them to the “Kid’s Korral” at MACC’s
Spring Fling Courthouse Show on Saturday, |
September 20t from 9 AM to 4:30 PM on the
west side of the Courthouse near the steps.

Admission is charged for Kiddie Train, Bounce House & Certain Games.

T 7.9 Mason Area
Own ﬂ0m¢ 96 ] / Chamhe‘{o -Sfmg,o&merce

Mason | Rail | Time| Adventures

| Staffed by the

\ Mason Assembly of God % g

This information appears on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.org
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BUY NEARBYGUY TO APPEAR IN DOWNTOWN
MASON THE AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER 20

Michigan Retailers Association 's "Buy Nearby" campaign has introduced its new mascot
and released new economic data underscoring the important benefits of shopping in
Michigan. The masca, dubbed "Buy Nearby Guy," is an 8-foot-tall representation of a
shopping bag in the shape of Michigan, colored blue to mirror Michigan's lakes and skies.

Michiganders can expect to see him in local stores, downtowns,
4 malls and community events in coming months as part of MRAs
year-round Buy Nearby campaign.
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce has arranged for the

E Courthouse Show in downtown Mason on Saturday, September
% f A""“ 5 20. He is sponsored by the Maple Street Mall and Kean's Store
e Company and will be walking around to greet shoppers in their
4l § stores as well.
= James P. Hallan, president and CEO of Michigan Retailers
Association (MRA), and local retailers recently introduced Buy
Nearby Guy at news conferences in Detroit, Lansing and Grand
Rapids. They also released new economic data showing that
consumer support of Buy Nearby could add billions of dollars in
' economic activity and tens of thousands of new Michigan jobs.
The study by East Lansing-based Anderson Economic Group
found that Michigan in 2015 would gain an estimated 74,639
additional jobs and $9 billion in additional economic activity,
including $2.5 billion in additional wages the new workers would earn, if Michigan
consumers bowht from retailers in Michigan rather than from "remote" sellers.

"At Michigan Retailers Association we know that retail purchases made right here in
Michigan have a monumental impact on our state and local communities, and we now have
new data showing just how positive those benefits could be,” Hallan said.  "We encourage
shoppers to consider these benefits to their communities, schools, businesses, families and
neighbors when making their purchases."”

The Buy Nearby campaign is an ongoing, yearround, feel -good campaign intended to
create excitement about the great shopping in Michigan and the advantages of supporting
retailers and communities in Michigan. About half of every dollar spent in a Michigan store
goes back into the local and Michigan economies, and more than 866,000 Michigan jobs are
directly dependent on retail sales.

The Buy Nearby campaign notes that if Michigan consumers switched only one in 10 of
their purchases from out -of-state merchants to retailers in Michigan, our state wou Id gain
more than $900 million in increased economic activity and 7,463 new jobs. Switching one
in five purchases would mean more than $1.8 billion in increased activity and 15,000 new
jobs.

Additional information is available at BuyNearbyMIl.com and Fac ebook.com/BuyNearbyMI.
Retailers and communities can contact BuyNearbyMI@retailers.com to request to host Buy
Nearby Guy.

The Michigan Retailers Association is an associate of the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce and is the unified voice of Michigan's ret ail industry, representing nearly 5,000
member businesses and their more than 15,000 stores and websites. The Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce is a local association of 300 member businesses and organizations
promoting a variety of "buy local" initiatives.

"Of course, we all need to buy certain goods and services outside of the state from time
to time," admits Doug Klein, executive director of the Chamber. "But, next time you decide
to log onto a distant website to spend your money, think of the possibl e lost value of that
money to your own community." Instead, he notes that when you buy locally, the "multiplier
effect” of keeping your money working within your community usually creates more value
to you long-term than any possible short -term convenience or slightly lower price.

e e A Ml o i e
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AVAILABLE STARTING AT THE DOWN HOME DAYS FESTIV;

TO SUPPORT THE PINK SCHOOL AND THE MASON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

1899 MASON COOKBOOK- FULL OF RECIPES YOU CAN REALLY US
VINTAGE ADS FROM MASON BUSINESSES, POEARD GOOD
ADVICE FROM THE PASF $15.00

and

MASON 150 SESQUICENTENNIAL 2042015 CALENDAR-- WITH
WONDERFUL PHOTOS OF EARLY MAS©N10.00

MASON o own flome Pays.

FARMERS /

MARKET Farmers Market

://_/Jt N Extended Hours

on Saturday,
HOMETOWN U.S.A September 20th

(or while the produce lasts)

Maple Street between Jefferson & Barngs
Bringing freshness to you! e S

on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.or:




Ingham County Animal Shelter Fundraisers Coming

Besides sponsoring or being part of our "Doggie Trick or Treat" in downtown Mason
on Saturday, October 25™ (see information in the MIM printed newsletter later this
month), there is another way you can help the Ingham County Animal Shelter.

To kick off their 2015 fundraising campaign, Ingham County Anima | Shelter Fund
is hosting "A Night of Hollywood Horror," a Halloween Party on Saturday, October
25th, at the Lansing Center. They will have a live DJ, dancing, drinks, a chance to
walk the red carpet, a VIP

lounge, and many Hollywood

experiences. Early  Bird

General Admission and VIP

Tickets will be released on

their website soon.

The Ingham County Animal

Shelter Fund (ICASF) is a

501(c) 3 that has recently

established a fund to raise

money to build a new and

improved state of the art

animal shelter build ing for Ingham County . The current shelter building is outdated
and badly in need of repair.

Thousands of animals as well as hundreds of volunteers, adopters, and community
members come through the doors of the Ingham County Animal Shelter each year.
Their goal is to raise $25,000 through this event towards the $2 million that we will
ultimately need to design and build our new animal shelter.

Much more event information and tickets will be available on their website soon. In
the meantime, fill out the form on their home page, stay tuned to their Facebook
page, or email them at LansingHalloweenParty@gmail.com to be the first to find
out as they make announcements in the coming weeks.

City of Mason

POLICE DEPARTMENT |
and ELDER LAW OF MICHIGAN

ID THEFT PROTECTION &

SHRED EVENT

in downtown Mason, 9 AM to Noon '
on Saturday, September 27t -- FREE "% .500
shredding service in the parking lot behind
Mason State Bank, 322 S. Jefferson Street.
Contact MSB for details at (517) 676-0500.

\ IDENTITY THEFT and other information

This information appears on Channel 21 of the WOW! cable system in Mason and at www.masonchamber.org




