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MASON 150 CLUB NOW FORMING TO SUPPORT 
MASON AREA SESQUICENTENNIAL IN 2015 
Joining the Mason 150 Club gives you an opportunity to show pride in our community! 

  
This year and next, your Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will continue to host 
popular community events, such as the Courthouse Concerts, Spring Fling, 
Independence Day Parade, Down Home Days, and Mason Holidays Light 
Parade.  These Chamber-hosted events help improve the quality of life for 
Mason residents and attract visitors to our growing community.   
  

http://www.masonchamber.org/


To better celebrate the Mason area's sesquicentennial, the Chamber would like 
to co-brand the events with "Mason 150" in the upcoming year of 2015.  The 
Chamber's sesquicentennial involvement began with Mason 150 streetlight 
banners that went up in 2013 and will be up through 2015.  But there's a lot 
more to do.   
  
We now need the assistance of individuals to join our new "Mason 150 Club" to 
provide necessary funding for that co-branding.  To become a member of the 
Mason 150 Club, you simply make a $150 contribution toward this co-branding 
effort of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce.  A chance for the Mason area 
to celebrate like this just doesn't happen very often, so only the first 150 people 
are eligible to join.   
  
Contributors will receive their choice of ten thank you gifts imprinted with the 
Mason 150 logo shortly after joining the club.  Some of the possible items from 
which to choose include a baseball cap, polo shirt, bumper sticker, key chain, 
luggage tag, calculator, coffee mug, lapel pin, t-shirt, magnetic clip, tote bag, 
and many other items.  Displayed with pride, those items will help spread the 
world about our Mason area's sesquicentennial.   
  
It's easy for you to help the Chamber get the celebration started by sending a 
personal check for $150 to MACC, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854.  We'll 
contact you right away about your choice of gifts.  
  
Mason 150 Club members will also have their names listed in promotional 
material thanking Mason 150 contributors. Dart Container Corporation has 
awarded the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce a $1000 contribution to help 
kick-start the Mason 150 Club and help us get ready for the year-long 
celebration, but now we need your individual contribution.  
  
Besides the many co-branded community and networking events of the Mason 
Area Chamber of Commerce, a number of other sesquicentennial events are 
planned by other community groups.  For example, the City of Mason has a 
"Legacy Tree Project" that is requesting individuals and families to contribute 
$150 toward the planting of a tree in a Mason park.    
  
A number of unique community events specifically for the sesquicentennial year 
are also being planned. The Chamber encourages local businesses and 
organizations to set aside some promotional budget for 2015 to support those 
events.  More information on business and organization sponsorships will be 
coming soon. 

 



 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  
The Mason Fire Department will have a fundraiser on Thursday, March 27th 
from 6:30-8:30 PM at Buddies Pub & Grill at 2040 Aurelius Road in Holt.  It's a 
huge jewelry party! The profits will go towards the purchase of two hydrogen 
cyanide detectors. Cyanide poisoning is the number one killer of active duty 
firemen. Join us for an evening of exceptional fun including: BLINGO (with 
jewelry prizes), raffle prizes with many items donated from local businesses, 
and (of course), the GORGEOUS lia sophia jewelry! It's all on SALE, and the 
proceeds go to a great cause!  
 

Please RSVP to your "table hostess/fairy godmother" who is helping grant Mason 
Fire Department their wishes, your lia sophia advisor, or Kelly VanderGiessen at 
(616) 291-2247.   



 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hear a great speaker at the Kiwanis Community Prayer Breakfast!  It will be 
Thursday, May 1 at the Mason First United Methodist Church.  It is hosted by 
the Kiwanis Club of Mason and the Kiwanis Club of Mason Golden K.  Breakfast 
is served at 7:00 a.m.  The speaker will be Mark Criss Director of the City Rescue 
Mission.  Tickets may be purchased from any Kiwanis member, at Bestsellers or 
by calling Liz Wilson at 517-676-0500 ext 228.  The cost is $6.50. This is a great 
way to start our Spring Fling festival! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   



KERRY MINSHALL APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR 

  
Governor Rick Snyder has announced the appointment of Kerry Minshall of Mason 
to the Citizen-Community Emergency Response Coordinating Council.  The 
council supports and enhances Michigan's homeland security, community health, 
public safety and hazard preparedness with responsible planning and leadership. 
"I appreciate that dedicated public servants have agreed to serve on this 
important public safety commission," Governor Snyder said. 

  
Kerry Minshall is fire chief for the Mason Fire Department, a position he had 
held since 2007. He has more than 30 years of experience with the Mason Fire 
Department. He also spent nearly 30 years with General Motors, working as a 
journeyman pipefitter. Kerry Minshall has a number of training certifications and 
holds an associate degree in emergency services from John Wood Community 
College. He will serve a four-year term expiring Dec. 31, 2017. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

    

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO CHAMBER MEMBER TWO MEN AND A TRUCK 

  
TWO MEN AND A TRUCK of Greater Lansing has earned the service industry's 
coveted Angie's List Super Service Award, reflecting an exemplary year of 
service provided to members of the consumer review service in 2013.  This is the 
third year in a row that they have received this recognition. 

  
"Only about 5 percent of the companies TWO MEN AND A TRUCK competes with 
in Lansing are able to earn our Super Service Award," said Angie's List founder 
Angie Hicks.  "It's a mark of consistently great customer service."For additional 
information, contact Sherry Campbell at sherry.campbell@twomen.com, 517-
485-4545.   

  

mailto:sherry.campbell@twomen.com


 

---------------------------------------------------------------------  
MASON ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY CONCERT IS MARCH 23 
  
The Mason Orchestral Society is pleased to announce its upcoming performance 
of one of the most beloved of the great choral masterpieces, Ein deutsches 
Requiem, Op. 45 by Johannes Brahms. The Requiem will be performed by the 
Mason Symphony, the Arts Chorale of Greater East Lansing, and the Steiner 
Chorale under the direction of Mr. Timothy Krohn.  
  
The concert will be on Sunday, March 23, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 7910 E. St. Joe Hwy, Lansing, MI 48917, and there will be an admission 
fee of $10. The Mason Orchestral Society (MOS) is a non-profit community 
orchestra made up of students and adult musicians from around the Lansing area. 
The society sponsors three ensembles: the Symphony Orchestra, the Chamber 
Orchestra, and the Philharmonic. Additional information about MOS activities and 
events can be found on the society's Web site at www.masonorchestras.org.  

  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  

http://www.masonorchestras.org/


INGHAM CONSERVATION DISTRICT YOUTH RABBIT HUNT 

  
The hunt will be held on March 29, 2014 from 10:30-2:30.  Licensed hunters ages 
17 and under are invited to take part in Ingham Conservation District's first 
annual Youth Rabbit Hunt. This will be a mentored hunt. Mentors will 
accompany small groups of hunters (2-3) to hunting sites at the Conservation 
District, Dansville State Game Area, and other local sites selected by our 
mentors.   
  
A parent or legal guardian is required to remain with their child during the 
event. Single shot or pump shotguns will be permitted for the hunt. No semi-
automatic guns will be allowed. If you are in need of an appropriate firearm in 
order to participate please contact the Conservation District. Registration and 
information is available at the  
www.inghamconservation.com/events website. 
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

  
Marcyna Montalvo of Holt has been selected by Experimental Aircraft 
Association - Chapter 55 of Mason to be their "Young Eagle of the 
Year".  Marcyna, shown here with Chapter 55 President, Steve Houghton, was 
chosen based on her enthusiasm and interest in aviation.  She was presented 
with a commemorative certificate, a complimentary membership in Chapter 55 
and other gifts.   
  
Local pilots of the chapter have provided over 3,100 free airplane rides to 
youngsters age 8-17 since the program was launched in 1992.  Marcyna took her 
airplane ride at Mason Jewett Airport in 2013 with chapter pilot Bob Clark.  For 
more information on this program and 2014 dates for free airplane rides, visit 
www.eaa55.org  

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

http://www.inghamconservation.com/events
http://www.eaa55.org/


 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MASON STATE BANK GETS FIVE STAR RATING 
  
Mason State Bank, a subsidiary of Capital Directions Inc. in Mason, has received 
a five-star rating from Coral Gables, Florida-based BauerFinancial Inc. This 
superior rating is based on data compiled from financial data for the period 
noted, as reported to federal regulators. BauerFinancial, Inc. relies upon this 
data in its judgment and in rendering its opinion (e.g. determination of star 
ratings). BauerFinancial, Inc. is not a financial advisor; it is an independent bank 
research firm.  
  
All institutions are subject to federal regulatory capital requirements, but those 
requirements vary among institutions and are dependent on many factors. In 
general, institutions are required to maintain a leverage capital ratio of at least 
4%, a tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of at least 4% and a total risk-based capital 
ratio of at least 8%.  
  
In addition to the capital ratio, other criteria are used to determine the 
BauerFinancial™ Star-Rating. Some of these include but are not limited to: 
profitability/loss trend, evaluating the level of delinquent loans, chargeoffs and 
repossessed assets, the market versus book value of the investment portfolio, 
regulatory supervisory agreements, the community reinvestment rating (CRA), 
historical data, and liquidity. 



  

 
  

TWO MEN AND A TRUCK LAUNCHES CAREER MOVE MONTH 
Source: Randy Shacka, 
Two Men and a Truck   
Writer: Tashmica Torok, Innovation News Editor, Capital Gains, capitalgainsmedia.com 

  
Two Men and a Truck launches Career Move Month in March with a goal of 
accepting 10,000 applications and hiring 1,000 people nationwide, 24 people in 
the Greater Lansing area. "This is an opportunity to showcase the careers and 
potential for career advancement with Two Men and A Truck," said President 
Randy Shacka. "It's also a way to proactively plan for the busy season between 
May and September." 
 
Career Move Month began in 2013 with 1,000 applicants and 550 people hired 
nationwide.  The local business has seen impressive growth this year signing 
their largest number of new franchisees and hitting their highest revenues ever. 
As a system, their focus turned towards improving sales processes and finding 
the right people to help continue this growth. 
 
"It was the perfect storm of people, processes and technology.  We had to ask 
ourselves what we could do differently to sustain our growth," said Shacka, who 
originally started as an intern with the expanding company. "Companies do not 
make great companies. People do." 
 
The diverse positions available will range from movers and drivers to sales and 
management. The increase in staffing at the Lansing corporate office will 
require a 7 million dollar expansion of the Greater Lansing home office.  
 
In addition to the reinvestment in the economic improvement of the Mid-
Michigan area, Two Men and A Truck will donate $5,000 to 5 different Dress for 
Success locations to support career advancement for low-income women 
nationwide. Interested candidates can search for existing opportunities at 
careers.twomenandatruck.com website.        
  

http://www.twomenandatruck.com/home
http://www.dressforsuccess.org/
http://www.dressforsuccess.org/
http://careers.twomenandatruck.com/


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

MASON PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION NAMES 
2014 TOP DOG WINNERS 
  
Mason Public Schools Foundation (MPSF) has named the Dart Energy 
Foundation and Dart Foundation as the winners of MPSF's Top Dog award. The 
Top Dog award was conceived by the MPSF to recognize individuals or 
organizations that have gone above and beyond to support Mason Public 
Schools. 
  
"We simply can't thank the Dart Energy Foundation and Dart Foundation 
enough," said Carrie Geyer, MPSF president. "Their contributions have helped 
increase the learning opportunities for many of our Mason kids." The awards 
were presented to Mr. Phil Leece, president of Dart Energy Foundation and 
Christine Waltz, chief financial officer of Dart Container Corporation, at the 
MPSF Red Carpet Gala Dinner & Auction on February 1, 2014. 

  
The awards acknowledged the generous donations each organization made to 
the Mason Public Schools Foundation. Donations made in 2013 were used to 
launch a pilot S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
program at the elementary grade level for the 2013-2014 school year. Nearly 
100 Mason students in grades 3-5 attended the first monthly after-school session 
to learn and experience science through the use of robots. 

  
"The mission of the Dart Foundation is to advance and encourage youth 
education, primarily in the areas of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics," said Christine Waltz, CFO of Dart Container Corporation. "So 
donating to this cause was congruent with our mission. As a Mason parent, I can 
see firsthand the impact of this contribution." 
  
"We're pleased to accept the Top Dog award and to support endeavors like the 
S.T.E.M. program," stated Phil Leece, president of Dart Energy Foundation. "We 
believe contributing to the local community is very important."   
  



The 2013 Top Dog award winner was Bob Warnke, former vice president, Mason 
State Bank.  The Mason Public Schools Foundation was established in 1984 by 
several dedicated community members sharing a common cause: expanding and 
enhancing the educational experiences of Mason Public Schools students. Those 
wishing to make a donation to support the efforts of the MPSF may do so online 
at masonpsf.org. 
  

 
  
DART BANK 2013 NET PROFIT RESULTS BEST SINCE 
2002, UP 41 PERCENT OVER PREVIOUS YEAR 
  
In its most profitable year in over 10 years, the board of directors of Dart 
Financial Corporation, headquartered in Mason, Michigan and the holding 
company for The Dart Bank reported a net profit of $2,347,065 or $1.98 per 
share in 2013.  The return on average equity last year was 8.52 percent 
compared to 5.95 percent in 2012. Total assets at year-end were $271 million. 
  
"Our results are just pennies per share shy of the all-time record set in 2002," 
added Peter Kubacki, president and CEO of The Dart Bank and Dart Financial 
Corporation. "While our results in 2013 were solid, we believe we have 
positioned Dart for stronger profitability in 2014." 
  
He said that at year-end Dart stock value stood at $27.75 per share compared to 
$23.94 in 2012, up 15.9 percent in 2013 from the year before. "We saw the 
number of shares that traded last year more than double from 2012.  Our efforts 
to increase liquidity in shares are gaining momentum."  Peter Kubacki explained 
that Dart is focusing on growth in three areas: new loan customers, new deposit 
clients and qualifying new shareholder prospects. 
  

http://masonpsf.org/


In illustrating Dart's profit improvement, he pointed to two measurement areas: 
net loan charge-offs and reduction in non-interest expenses.  Provisions for loan 
loss expenses were down $952,000 as net loan charge offs were lower and other 
measures of credit quality improved in 2013. "It allowed Dart to set aside less on 
this line of our income statement," Peter Kubacki noted. "Profit improvement 
with a $236,000 reduction in non-interest expenses is also due to improvements 
in our loan quality." 
  
Peter Kubacki cited other cost reductions ranging from a 19 percent drop for 
FDIC insurance to costs for collection and legal costs that result from 
management of non-performing loan relationships; or expenses related to 
holding and managing foreclosed real estate. 
  
Fee income was not a large increase in 2013 but compared to prior years it was 
a new record last year for Dart. "We were very pleased with the $2.2 million 
growth in net loans, our first increase in four years," he emphasized. 

  
In 2013, Dart paid two regular dividend payments and one special payment.  In 
total these payments amounted to $.625 per share, compared to $.25 in 
2012.  "These disbursements doubled the cash return to shareholdings in 2013," 
stated Peter Kubacki. "As we move into 2014, our board of directors will look at 
the feasibility of paying a dividend on a quarterly basis." 
  
He explained that a dividend reinvestment plan was approved by shareholders 
and implemented in the fourth quarter last year. "This plan allows shareholders 
an opportunity to either use their dividends, or cost effectively roll them over or 
make contributions for the purchase of Dart Financial Corporation stock.  Those 
interested in purchasing our company stock, are encouraged to talk to their 
Investor Relations Representative to get more information about purchasing 
stock." 
  
The Dart Bank, a privately owned local independent bank, operates three 
offices located in Mason, Holt/South Lansing and Grand Ledge, providing a full 
range of business and personal banking services and has been serving their 
communities since 1925. If you are interested in learning more about becoming 
a shareholder of Dart Financial Corporation or banking with Dart Bank, please 
visit their website at www.dartbank.com or call 517-676-3661 and ask for 
Investor Relations. 
  
The information contained above contains "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of the Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements may involve risks and uncertainties that are difficult 
to predict, may be beyond Dart's control and could cause actual results to differ materially from those described in 
such statements. Although Dart believes that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are 
reasonable, Dart can give no assurance that such expectations will prove to be correct. The forward-looking statements 
included in this discussion speak only as of the date they are made, and, except as required by law. Dart undertakes no 
obligation to update these forward-looking statements to reflect subsequent events or circumstances. Important factors 
that could cause actual results to differ materially from those suggested by these forward-looking statements and that 
could adversely affect Dart's performance include, but are not limited to: regional and national economic conditions, 
including employment and real estate markets, becoming less favorable than expected resulting in, among other things, 
a deterioration in credit quality of assets, changes in levels of market interest rates which could reduce anticipated or 
actual margins, the nature, extent and timing of governmental actions and reforms, credit risks of lending activities, 
competitive pressures on product pricing and services and changes in technology. 

  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



 
  

BUSINESS INCUBATOR IN OKEMOS CELEBRATES FIRST YEAR 

  
Our newest MACC associate, the Meridian Area Business Association invites 
area entrepreneurs to "Do Business at The MARC," 4675 Okemos Road in Okemos, 

(517) 618-1930. Last month, the MARC celebrated their one year anniversary and 
they want to recognize all those who have contributed to their success.   They 
began last year in an open room that supported both public meetings and 
individual business work space.  Now, they have a wall that was generously 
donated by DBI Office to divide the space for public use and for use by MARC 
members (MARCers). 
  
With the support of volunteers Neil Isaacs and Mike Sullivan, The MARC is open 
to the public Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  In addition, 
they received funding from the Meridian Township Economic Development 
Corporation Board and purchased a swipecard system.  They can now extend 
members access from 6:00 a.m. - midnight seven days a week. 
  
They have added a full Hospitality Center for their MARCers and are providing 
free coffee and other vending services in our public area.  The MARC has added 
printing and mail delivery to their list of business services.  The MARC has 
evolved into a dynamic facility to work, entertain clients, and access 
information to start and grow a business. 

  
In addition, the MARC was awarded a $5000 Regional Incubation Network grant 
from LEAP.  This funding will be used in 2014 to launch an incubator program 
that will include a new online training system, networking opportunities and 
work space. Incubator clients will also hold sessions with resident coaches Lew 
Dotterer and Tom Hamp. 
  
"Ask a Business Librarian" with Jessica Goodrich, the Business Outreach Librarian 
from Capital Area District Library is now at the MARC.  Drop in and get 
assistance on accessing valuable resources to start or grow a business every 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  



Randy Willett of Power Surge Design has joined the MARC executive team as IT 
and Operations Director.  This year he will be sponsoring and renovating the 
conference room.  The "new" conference room will be equipped with a phone for 
conference calls, a monitor for teleconferencing, as well as coffee and water.    
  

 
  
PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS FROM CREDIT & RETAIL FRAUD 

 
The Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce welcomes Doug Lloyd, Eaton 
County Prosecutor, as he discusses the Eaton County Economic Crimes Unit 
(ECU) and how the division is saving local businesses millions of dollars. It's a 
win-win situation: businesses get their money back while the criminals pay for 
their own investigation and prosecution. Since the program was launched in 
2002, over $4 million has been collected for local businesses.  This program 
will soon be rolled out in Ingham County.  The meeting is on Tuesday, March 18 
from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. at the Lansing Regional Chamber, 500 E. Michigan 
Avenue, Suite 200 in downtown Lansing.  Cost is $10/LRCC Members, $15/Non-
members.  Register at 
http://www.lansingchamber.org/events/event_details.asp?id=386985  

  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

THE BENEFITS OF HIRING VETERANS & HOW TO IMPLEMENT A 
VETERANS HIRING INITIATIVE 

  
The Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce is very interested in connecting 
local businesses with one of the most underutilized talent pools in the 
country. Let the Lansing region lead the way in employing veterans within our 
state!  Ingrid Schuster Tighe, an Employment Analyst with the Michigan Veterans 
Affairs Agency (MVAA), will provide you with a number of resources and answer 
all your questions regarding hiring veterans. The meeting is on Thursday, March 
20 from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. at the Lansing Regional Chamber, 500 E. Michigan 
Avenue, Suite 200 in downtown Lansing.  Cost is $10/LRCC Members, $15/Non-
members.  Register at  
http://www.lansingchamber.org/events/event_details.asp?id=408387&group
= 

  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

LESLIE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO HOLD CASH BASH 

  
The Leslie Area Historical Society will host a cash bash on Saturday, March 22 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Leslie American Legion Post 491.  Tickets are $100 and they 
will admit two adults.  Prizes include $1,500 for 1st, $750 for 2nd, and $250 for 
3rd.  The Legion Post's hall is at 422 Woodworth Street in Leslie, (517) 589-
9122.  For tickets and information, call (517) 589-9765. 

http://www.lansingchamber.org/link.asp?e=masonchamber@masonchamber.org&job=1245098&ymlink=2089842&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eeatoncounty%2Eorg%2Fdepartments%2Fprosecuting%2Dattorney%2F150%2Ddepartments%2Fprosecuting%2Dattorney%2Feconomic%2Dcrimes%2Dunit%2F497%2Deconomic%2Dcrimes%2Dunit
http://www.lansingchamber.org/link.asp?e=masonchamber@masonchamber.org&job=1245098&ymlink=2089842&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eeatoncounty%2Eorg%2Fdepartments%2Fprosecuting%2Dattorney%2F150%2Ddepartments%2Fprosecuting%2Dattorney%2Feconomic%2Dcrimes%2Dunit%2F497%2Deconomic%2Dcrimes%2Dunit
http://www.lansingchamber.org/events/event_details.asp?id=386985
http://www.lansingchamber.org/link.asp?e=masonchamber@masonchamber.org&job=1246125&ymlink=2092271&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Emichigan%2Egov%2Fdmva%2F0%2C1607%2C7%2D126%2D2362%2D%2D%2D%2C00%2Ehtml
http://www.lansingchamber.org/link.asp?e=masonchamber@masonchamber.org&job=1246125&ymlink=2092271&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Emichigan%2Egov%2Fdmva%2F0%2C1607%2C7%2D126%2D2362%2D%2D%2D%2C00%2Ehtml
http://www.lansingchamber.org/events/event_details.asp?id=408387&group
http://www.lansingchamber.org/events/event_details.asp?id=408387&group


  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
  

LESLIE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT IS ON APRIL 19TH 

  
Leslie's annual Easter Egg hunt will be Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 AM.  The 
event is held at Russell Park and it is free. 
  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Mason Insurance Agency's Pete Hanover, Dave Reid, and Paula Finison are joined 

by Rich Howard of the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce who recently 

presented the agency with dividend checks for their policyholders from the 

Accident Fund program administered by LRCC.  The program is also available to 

members of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce.  For more information on the 

program, contact Mason Insurance Agency at 1-800-589-4467. 

      
-----------------------------------------------------------------------   
  



NEW WEBSITE HELPS NEW ARRIVALS SETTLE INTO MASON 
AREA 
  
Inspired by the steadily increasing business development in the Mason area,  T.A. Forsberg and 
the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce have launched RelocateMason.com. 

  
The website provides individuals and families moving into the City of Mason with a comprehensive 
tool to locate housing and connect them with area local businesses. 
  
"Mason is growing and there are more people coming into the area for employment," said Brent 
Forsberg, President of T.A. Forsberg and Broker at Forsberg Realty. "Our hope is to help people 
get plugged into the community faster as they move in to the Greater Lansing area." 
  
Visitors to the website have access to housing listings generated by the Greater Lansing Association 
of Realtors. The website also highlights local shopping venues, restaurants, community festivals 
and events. 
  
"Until now, there wasn't a single online resource for people to find information on Mason itself, 
"stated Forsberg. "Now the information will be aggregated for them." 
 
Writer: Tasmica Torok, Innovation News Editor, Capital Gains  

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
    
State Representative Tom Cochran invites residents to join him for coffee and conversation at 
the following locations: 

Monday, March 31st 
-   4 p.m. at CB's Bucket Bar and Grill located at 132 W. Grand River Avenue in 

Williamston 

Monday, April 7th 
-   4 p.m. at Tim Horton's located at 2540 East Jolly Road in Lansing 

  

 

http://www.taforsberg.com/
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.relocatemason.com/
http://www.relocatemason.com/housing.html
http://www.lansing-realestate.com/
http://www.lansing-realestate.com/


  

  
MACC VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION PROGRAM CONTINUES  
  
  
  
  
   Scott Russ of Oracle Financial Solutions was the latest winner in our 2014 
Chamber Volunteer Recognition Program.  Scott's volunteer service as a member 
of our MACC Membership Services Committee was drawn from the fishbowl in 
the Chamber office on February 20th.  Scott won a $25 MACC Gift Certificate 
good at any Mason area business. The gift certificate last month was sponsored 
by City Limits Sport Grill and Bowling Center.  Your business or organization 
can sponsor one -- just call us to reserve one of these sponsorships for 2014. 
(Scott already did!)  
  
   For every hour of volunteering on a Chamber committee, program, or event, 
volunteers fill out a small, simple card with their name, activity, and membership 
affiliation and put it in the fishbowl to become eligible.  The more one-hour cards 
in the bowl, the better your chances to win.  While each card can only win once 
per year, all cards are kept in the bowl all through the end of the year.   
   On the 20th of each month in 2014, we will continue to draw cards from the 
fishbowl to win a $25 MACC Gift Certificate.  This program is sponsored by 
Chamber member businesses and organizations to promote community 
volunteerism.  You are welcome to participate by calling 676-1046 to reserve your 
sponsorship -- or better yet -- volunteer!   
  
 
 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   



CAPITAL REGION SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 Three Great Marketing Seminars! 

To register, call (517) 483-1921  

  

Choosing the Best Social Media for Your Business 

 
Wednesday, March 26th from 10:00am-Noon 

Learn the differences between the most popular social media platforms and how 
they affect your business. This seminar will cover demographics, popularity and 
time involved with making each social platform a success. By choosing the right 
social media for your industry, you are able to save time and resources while 
becoming successful.  Who should attend: Business owners with little or no 
experience using any social media platform for business. This is a lecture only 
seminar and doesn't allow for hands-on practice. Fee: $10.00 
 

Super Charging Your Facebook Marketing 

 
Wednesday, March 26th from 1:00-3:00pm 

This course is designed to give small businesses some simple ideas for growing 
their organizations using email marketing and social media. Topics include what to 
write about, how to get more people to stop and read our messages and how to 
get more action, or reaction to your messages and offers. We will discuss what it 
means to run a campaign and tactics for measuring success. Participants will 
leave full of ideas for timing their messages, how to write a winning subject line, 
what kinds of offers or content they want to try and how best to approach their 
next outreach project. This class is for beginners and smaller organizations 
needing to accomplish more in less time and with a small budget. This is a lecture 
only seminar and doesn't allow for hands-on practice. Fee: $10.00    

  

Email Marketing with Constant Contact 

  
Wednesday, April 2nd from 10:00am-Noon     
You'll learn how to start and build a strong permission-based customer list... get 
your audience to open, read and act on your email. This program gives you a 
concise overview of how easy it is to create and send professional-looking email 
newsletters and promotions. Discover how permission based best practices email 
marketing can help you forge strong relationships with your customers and boost 
your overall marketing. Learn why permission based email marketing makes smart 
sense for your business, with tips for starting, building, and maintaining an 
effective list of email addresses. This seminar will cover the techniques and 
technology that can help get your email delivered and the subject lines that will get 
it opened and read. This is a lecture only seminar and doesn't allow for hands-on 
practice. Free.     
    

MI-SBTDC Capitol Region   
309 N. Washington Square | Suite 115   
P.O. Box 40010 | Lansing | MI | 48933 



  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Final Note: 

  
     Continuing a 42-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its 
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-
copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber 
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-
page format.  The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are 
designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For 
this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the 
conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also maintains value for limited advertising.   
     Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 440 key decision-makers in the 
Mason area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, 
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also 
available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions.  Items 
are included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency 
of the publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion 
UPDATE" newsletter electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have 
submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a 
Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder.  A link to the 
archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" 
newsletter is included in the UPDATE.  A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also 
available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the 
"Newsletters" tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions.  All 
items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail 
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who 
are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to 
them.  

  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look ahead for upcoming events on: 

www.masonchamber.org 

AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE 

MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  
   

 
 

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE 
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT: 

www.masonchamber.org  

 
 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.masonchamber.org/newsletterARCHIVE.html


 
   
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

 Click on Community Events at:   

www.masonchamber.org  
  

 

MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is 
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and 

select Chamber stakeholders.   
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-

mail.  Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word 
"unsubscribe" in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-

mail, just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  
  

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN 
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON 
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG 

  

 
 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
mailto:amasonchamber@masonchamber.org
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102135377222

