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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

If your business or organization is a member of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, we
invite you to take our 2013 Member Survey.

Take this survey
Thank you for your participation in our survey. Your feedback is valuable to our volunteer
leadership in strategic planning.
Sincerely,
Membership Services Committee
Mason
Area

Chamber

of

Commerce

The Ingham County Fair Board and staff join the Dunsmore family in celebrating
the designation of Scott Dunsmore as recipient of the 2013 Friend of the Fair
award. They deeply appreciate the love, passion, and support shown by Scott and
his family over many, many years!

MOS TO PERFORM MARCH 22 IN OKEMOS
The Mason Orchestral Society is pleased to announce its March 2013 concert "An
American in Paris" performed by the Mason Symphony under the direction of Mr.
Timothy Krohn. The concert will be on Friday March 22, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Chippewa Middle School Auditorium in Okemos, MI. There is no fee for admission;
however, donations are greatly appreciated.
The concert will include works by a variety of composers, ranging from Beethoven
to Gershwin. Two very talented members of the orchestra, John Waytena and
Catherine Waldron will be featured in the Duet Concertino for Clarinet, Bassoon
and Strings by Richard Strauss.
The Mason Orchestral Society (MOS) is a non-profit community orchestra made up
of students and adult musicians from around the Lansing area. The society sponsors
three ensembles: the Symphony Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra, and the
Philharmonic. Additional information about MOS activities and events can be found
on the society's Web site at www.masonorchestras.org.
PERFORMANCE INFORMATION:

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS
Mason Symphony Orchestra, Timothy Krohn, Conductor & Musical Director
Friday, March 22, 2013 14, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
Chippewa Middle School
4000 Okemos Rd
Okemos, MI 48864
Program:
BEETHOVEN
STRAUSS
HOLST
GERSHWIN

Egmont Overture
Duet Concertino for Clarinet, Bassoon and Strings
First Suite in E-Flat, Op. 28, No. 1
An American in Paris

Ingham County Animal Control & Shelter is asking for sponsors and donations of auction
items for their March 20 Humanitarian Awards Banquet. The Animal Care Fund is used to help
homeless animals at the shelter requiring medical attention. Questions? Contact 517-676-8383, or
Holly Thompson at 517-740-6319.

"MARCH MADNESS" IDEA PROMOTES SALES
Here's an example of a great promotional tie-in to the season! Salon 130, located
at 130 W. Ash Street in downtown Mason, is doing a "March Madness" promotion
again this year, with prizes like hair care products, salon service discounts, and
earrings from Kean's Store Company. You can check out their virtual tour, "Club
130" information, and current specials at their www.hairsalon130.com website.

GOVERNOR TO SPEAK AT CHAMBER LEGISLATIVE DINNER
Governor Rick Snyder will be the keynote speaker at the annual Chambers of
Commerce Legislative Dinner hosted by the Lansing Regional Chamber of
Commerce on Tuesday, March 19, 2013. Attendees will hear Governor Snyder speak
on "The State of Michigan Business." Immediately following the Governor's remarks,
the Lansing Regional Chamber will moderate a question-and-answer session with
the audience.
We are strongly encouraging our local Chamber members to attend and to invite
their area legislators to be their guests for the evening. Interacting with your local
legislative leaders in this setting is an opportunity to strengthen the business
community's voice as political influencers in Lansing!
The 2013 Legislative Dinner begins with a reception at 5:30 p.m., followed by
dinner and program at 6:30 p.m. We anticipate that this event will be sold out please register today! Individual tickets $85, table of 8 - $630.
For
registration
and
sponsorship
information,
go
to
the
http://www.lansingchamber.org/event/2013-legislative-dinner
website.
This
premier legislative event will unite Michigan's local chambers and their members
with legislators, state chamber officials, and business executives for an evening of
networking and information.

WOW! CABLE SYSTEM PROBLEMS TO BE FIXED
Source: LSJ Media
Ed Sesi, system manager for Denver-based WOW! (Wide Open West) cable
television, says problems experienced in the Mason area in the last month are
unacceptable and promises that WOW! will upgrade equipment and invest in
improvements.
City of Mason Mayor Pro-Tem Robin Naeyaert told Sesi during a council meeting
March 4 that she is one of those "extremely frustrated WOW customers." "According
to my constituents, it has been a nightmare of service oriented issues," she said.
"Hours on hold, some with four days of no service. Others said there is a sparkle
effect."
Sesi explained to the council that the issues are related to WOW's conversion to
more digital programming while at the same time coping with chronic system
failures caused by deteriorated equipment left by the previous owner, Broadstripe.
WOW! purchased bankrupt Broadstripe, Inc. last year and inherited its 79,000 MidMichigan customers.
"We knew we were going to have to make a significant investment in the neglected
system," Sesi said to the council. "We have been doing a lot and have pledged to do
more."
Naeyaert said what was disappointing was that many residents use Internet service
as part of their job whether at home or in and around the city. City of Mason
administrator Marty Colburn said city staff was flooded with calls and complaints
about the service, especially last month.
City staffers are unable to do much about improving service, according to City of
Mason Mayor Leon Clark. Cable franchise management is handled at the state level,
and local municipalities don't have authority. "We don't have a cable commission
like we used to," Clark said. "That era is over."

SPARTAN SPEEDWAY ANNOUNCES 2013 SEASON
The Spartan Speedway newsletter reports that their 2013 season is coming
together very nicely. The Spartan Speedway tentative schedule is posted online,
but there will likely be a couple of changes -- so please check back once the season
gets underway on April 26th at the www.spartanspeedway.com website. By the way
practice dates are April 20th and the 21st.
Spartan Speedway purchased the Michigan Legends from John Turnbull during the
off-season. The (now) Sawyers Chevrolet SuperStore Michigan Legends will be
brought by Turbo Blue Racing Gasolines. In addition to Legends car sales, parts and
service this season Spartan will also initiate a Banderlo division for ages 8 to 12.
Information regarding these race cars is at www.michiganlegends. com.
The Lipari Foods Spartan Stocks and BOSS Snow Equipment Pony Stocks continue to
add to their car counts which will improve the weekly show. Spartan Sprints
appear to be growing with their car counts increasing also. Other race facilities are
now following suit and adopting Spartan Speedway's rules and procedures.
Spartan Speedway has a fund raising program. The fund raising program has
facilitated the generation of thousands of dollars in around twenty different
communities. Basically the non-profit group does all of the selling and leg work and
Spartan Speedway coordinates and facilitates the event. There is no cost and
absolutely no risk to the non-profit. This program is in its 6th season and is quickly
growing in popularity. It is so easy that people often ask what the catch is.
If you are a regular visitor at Spartan Speedway and happen to have a business you
would like to advertise please let Jim Leasure know, since they have many options.
The best value is the Lucky Number Program. An ad in the program costs $500 and
includes 2 general admission passes which are (no surprise) valued at $500. The
tickets can be handed out to anyone you wish, and could easily be used as
employee perks and customer appreciation gifts.
If you have a comment or
spartanspeedway@gmail.com.

question

please

contact

Jim

Leasure

at

Did you know?

Studies Promote Chamber Membership
In a past issue we talked about the Cortera Study, which showed chamber member
companies have, on average, a credit rating about 70 points higher than that of an
average company. That is powerful ammunition to promote chamber membership.
A mirror study to that one is called the Schapiro Study. It shows that 63 percent of
consumers prefer to buy from companies they think are chamber members. Put
these ACCE-initiated studies together and you have strong evidence that chamber
membership means something!
 Cortera Study link:
http://www.acce.org/news/2010/02/acce-news/newstudy-shows-chamber-of-commerce-members-offer-safer-bet-when-it-comesto-business-credit-risk/
 Schapiro
Study
link: http://www.acce.org/uploadedFiles/Research_and_Benchmarking/Sch
apiro%20Group%20ACCE%20Report.pdf
The Schapiro Group and Market Street Services cooperated on the study and that
the work was supported by IBM, Administaff, and the Small Business Network.

More on the Value of Chambers
What do Rhett Butler, Charles Lindbergh, Miss America, and Al Capone have in
common? Find out the fascinating answer here. Hint: chambers of commerce have
done
more
than
you
might
think!
See
this
item
from
NewGeography.com: http://www.newgeography.com/content/001881-the-otherchambers-commerce

---------------------------------------------------------------------------Final Note:
Continuing a 41-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON in
Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This hard-copy newsletter has
information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news from member
businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within
a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited
advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers in the Mason
area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers,
and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is
delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th
of the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited
for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE"
newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their email addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a
Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf
copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .pdf
copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all
UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication
consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail addresses
submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders
and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at: www.masonchamber.org

MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.
Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the
subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
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