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CRAFTERS WANTED FOR MASON'S 33rd
ANNUAL SPRING FLING COURTHOUSE SHOW
Although we're close to sold out, new
crafter applications are still being
accepted for the 33rd annual Spring
Fling Courthouse Show in Mason being
held on Saturday, May 7 from 9:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The show is held
outdoors around the Ingham County
Courthouse in downtown Mason, rain
or shine, on the first Saturday in May
each year. It is happening on Saturday
only, during the community's four-day
Spring Fling Festival, presented this
year by Dart Container Corporation.
The Courthouse Show on Saturday is hosted by the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce.
Call the MACC office at (517) 676-1046 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday, for more information. The Saturday Courthouse Show features a mix
of arts and crafts, flea market, food vendors, and community group booths. Entry
forms are available through a link on the www.masonchamber.org website. Vendors
for this show may also sign up for the Down Home Days Courthouse Show on
Saturday, September 17, 2016 at the same time.
The 131 lawn and 18 street spaces are 10' x 10' and the fee is $60.00 per space or
$50 for MACC members. Exhibitors may set up any time after 6:00 a.m. on the day
of the show. The show is non-juried and applications are accepted on a first come,
first serve basis until all booth spaces are reserved. Electricity is not available. No
carpeting or flooring is permitted on lawn spaces. Day-long parking for vendors
must be off-street, but several municipal lots are available.
This year, organizers are still moving toward having three main sections in the
show, "Artisan's Row" for arts and crafts, "Community Corner" for local groups, and
"East Market" for flea market and manufactured items. Only one vendor for certain
manufactured items is allowed (i.e., Tupperware, Mary Kay, etc.) in "East
Market". There is also an entertainment area and an area called "Kid's Korral,"
with fun from Mason RailTime Adventures that is sponsored by Express Tree
Service and hosted by the Mason Assembly of God, which has activities for
youngsters.

Don Jacot Receives French Legion of Honor
Don Jacot, Mason's Citizen of the Year in 2007, is known for building access ramps for people,
supporting his fellow seniors, and working with the local Kiwanis Club. However, most in his
community do not know that he was involved in some of the most dramatic events of World War II.
As a sergeant in the U.S. Army, he assisted in liberating France from Nazi occupation.
For his service seventy years ago to the nation of France, he was recently awarded the Knighthood
of the Legion of Honor, which is that country's most prestigious award given to a foreigner. On
Monday, April 25, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., the American Legion Browne/Cavender Post 148 of Mason
will be hosting a meeting dedicated to his achievement.
The event is being h eld in the basement meeting room of the Masonic Lodge at 840 E. Columbia
Street in Mason, located at the corner of E. Columbia and Temple Streets, near Mason Middle
School. All are welcome to come and congratulate Don Jacot and hear his story. Refreshments will
be provided by the Presbyterian Women's Association.

City of Mason Gas Main Replacements
Consumers Energy began a gas main replacement project on April 4 with
completion expected in early May. These streets will be affected: Sycamore Street
from Cedar Street to Lansing Street; Maple Street from Cedar Street to Lansing
Street; and Ash Street from Cedar Street to Lansing Street.
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The Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce 2016
Community Profile & Buyer's Guide is available in print, as
a digital magazine and as a free mobile app on the iTunes
app store. The digital editions include interactive content,
video and a search function.

To view the digital magazine click here:

harborhouse.com/digital/lansing
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Free Mobile App!

The Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce 2016
Community Profile & Buyer's Guide is now
available as an iOS app. The app includes all the
same content as the digital edition with the
added convenience of internet-free use.
Download it once and view it from anywhere!

* Turn the page with swipe right or left
gestures.
* Pinch in or out or double-tap to zoom.
* Tap links to other areas of the magazine or to
websites that open in a new window.
* Play video on your iOS device's native video
player.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mary Brookman, secretary at All Saints Lutheran Church on South Street, says that
since Pastor Matt Titus has moved on, Pastor John Schleicher is now filling in. They
are in the process of calling a new permanent pastor and will let the community
know who that is when that is completed.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Community Garden Information
Want a great way to get out of the house, enjoy the outdoors, meet new people
AND help others in the Mason community? Consider becoming a member of the
Mason Community Garden. This City of Mason project brings people together
around a common interest in growing organic food, growing community spirit and
giving back to the community. It doesn't matter if you live in an apartment or own
your own home, or whether you're an expert gardener or just a beginner, or even if
you're a senior or a youth group - anyone can join!

Individual garden plots are available for the 2016 growing season (15' X 15' or 7.5' X
15'). Accessible raised garden beds are also available for those with limited mobility
(8' X 4'). Each plot costs only $15.00 and the site includes a water hydrant, a fenced
in perimeter and a tool shed. If you are so inclined, you can donate a portion of
your harvest to local residents who have been identified through the program.
The garden is located at 213 North Jefferson Road, 1/8 of a mile north of
downtown Mason. Come to the Mason City Hall Reception desk, fill out the
necessary form to register, and pick up a copy of Community Garden Guidelines. If
you have questions, you can call 810-844-1661, or send an email to
masoncommunitygarden@gmail.com.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Celebrate at Burgdorf's Winery
Sunday, April 17th!
12:00 to 5:00pm
The MSU Science Festival is a multi-day series of events that highlight science,
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM). Special events are held
across the state with a concentration of activities in the East Lansing and Detroit
areas. The MSU Science Festival features talks, demonstrations, tours, open houses,
guest speakers, and hands-on activities for lifelong learners of all ages.
For this Special Event we will be opening up our production facility for you to
view! A slide show of our process will be running non-stop. Also free samples of
locally made cheeses will be available to taste. Treat yourself to a sample flight of
our wines and enjoy a large pour of your favorite selection as you tour our facility.
http://sciencefestival.msu.edu/
Guided Tours will be given at 1:00 and 3:00pm.
The MSU Science Festival is coordinated and produced by Michigan State University,
working together with professionals and educators across the state to bring
Michigan communities an opportunity to experience "Science Live!" Learn more at
Dave & Deb Burgdorf
Burgdorf's Winery
www.burgdorfwinery.com
517-655-2883
5635 Shoeman Rd
Haslett, MI, 48840

Mason Public Schools invites the community to attend their third Community
Forum about the May 3rd, 2016, Bond Proposal and Sinking Fund Renewal. The
forum titled, "Investing in Our Future," will be held on Tuesday, April 19, 2016,at 7
PM in the Mason Middle School Library.
The purpose of the forum is to provide the community with information on the
Mason Public Schools Bond Proposal and Sinking Fund Renewal. The discussion will
address the issues facing the district, answer frequently asked questions, and show
the solutions decided on through research, facility audits, surveys, and hours of
steering committee meetings.
The community response to the first two forums was positive and this is the final
opportunity to learn more about the proposals through a forum before the May 3 rd
election. Community members seeking additional information are encouraged to
attend. For additional information, please visit: http://www.masonk12.net/
Here are links to websites with information (pro and con) on the Mason Public
Schools Bond Proposal and Sinking Fund Renewal:
http://www.masonk12.net/bond-proposal
https://www.facebook.com/yes2mason/timeline
http://masonbond.info/

Looking for a unique volunteer experience for both kids and adults? The Rayner
Park Rally Club is sponsoring a Rayner Park Cleanup on Saturday, April 23, from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring gloves, rakes, tarps and shovels and meet at the
entrance to the Park to receive your assignment from one of the coordinators. This
project is also a great way for students to earn community volunteer hours. Hope to
see you on the 23rd!

MASON'S THURSDAY CONCERTS START WITH
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BANDS
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets to downtown Mason on
Thursday evening, May 26, and enjoy the sounds of the
Mason Middle School and Mason High School Jazz Bands on
the Ingham County Courthouse lawn. The bands, under the
direction of Amber McRay and Beth Bousfield, will play
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in a free concert, hosted by the
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by Ware's
Pharmacy.
That evening, the MACC will be kicking off their twelfth
season of "Thursday Night Live! Courthouse Concerts." Mason's summer series of live musical
entertainment is presented by Independent Bankon eight select Thursday evenings this year. The
free outdoor concerts take place at 6:00 p.m. on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn in downtown
Mason on May 26, June 9 and 23, July 7 and 21, August 11 and 25, and September 15, weather
permitting. Organizers have also set aside a rain date of September 1.
The Mason Optimist Club will be selling hot dogs, chips and pop nearby, so families can enjoy a
picnic dinner during the concerts. Many concert-goers stop by restaurants and stores in Mason before
and afterwards. "The Chamber hosting Thursday Night Live! Courthouse Concerts again is a way to
bring more fun and excitement to downtown Mason," said Amy Hanson of Independent Bank, chair
of the committee organizing the concerts.
She is especially happy this year since all of the performers are returning for encore performances.
"We thank our sponsors and volunteers and want to let folks know that we can bring these concerts
to our visitors and residents only through their generosity and the assistance of the City of Mason
and Ingham County," she added.
Two weeks after the first concert, the Mason Orchestral Society will be performing on Thursday,
June 9, sponsored by CP Federal Credit Union. The June 23 concert will feature local band From Big
Sur, sponsored by Dart Container Corporation. Life Support will play on July 7, sponsored by Dart
Bank. The Sea Cruisers, sponsored by Darrell's Market and Hardware, will play on July 21. On
Thursday, August 11, sponsored by Mason State Bank, the Backwoods Band will have the stage back for their twelfth straight year.
For the August 25 concert on the Courthouse lawn, sponsored by the Dart Container Corporation,
the series will feature the Twilight Memories Big Band. The entertainment series concludes with the
Mason High School Band on Thursday, September 15, led by Beth Bousfield, MHS Band Director. The
Mason High School Cheer Squad will join them in the program sponsored by CP Federal Credit
Union. All concerts are weather permitting.

"Check R Board Days 2016" hosted by Eaton Farm Bureau Co-op (Mason Location)
will be on Friday, April 29 at 8 AM - 5 PM, 104 S. Lansing Street in Mason. A Purina
Animal Nutrition Specialist will be on-site to answer questions, plus enjoy door
prizes and giveaways throughout the event. The first 50 customers will receive a
Purina coupon to use towards their next Purina purchase. Special pricing throughout
the store the day of the event and complimentary refreshments. Customers will
also have the opportunity to enter in the national 2016 Purina® Check-R-Board®
Days Sweepstakes for their chance to win a 2016 John Deere™ Gator TS, a Trip-forTwo to the Purina® Animal Nutrition Center, or Purina® Gear YETI® Tundra Cooler.
See store for official rules. Contact Eaton Farm Bureau Co-op for more
information!

517-543-1160

New Name and Affiliation for Allegiance Health
Henry Ford Health System and Allegiance Health have completed regulatory
approvals and finalized a definitive agreement that officially brings the Jacksonbased health system into Henry Ford. The announcement was made April 5, 2016
when the two organizations introduced the 475-bed health system's new name Henry Ford Allegiance Health.
"We are so pleased to welcome Allegiance Health into the Henry Ford family," said
Nancy Schlichting, CEO of Henry Ford Health System. "Our health systems share
the same values and commitment to the diverse communities we serve. We look
forward to combining nearly 200 years of care and service to benefit the residents
of Jackson and the surrounding communities."
Allegiance President Georgia Fojtasek said, "We are proud to be known by our new
name - Henry Ford Allegiance Health - because it represents a bright future for our
health system and our community. We are eager to work alongside our new partner
to expand and enhance the health care services across our region, including
offering new insurance products to the region through Henry Ford's health
insurance subsidiary Health Alliance Plan."
According to Bob Riney, Henry Ford Health System Chief Operating Officer, the
partnership will invest $300 million in the Jackson community and surrounding
areas over the next five years, a portion of which will be raised through Henry Ford
Allegiance Health's foundation. The investment will be used for new facilities,
information technology and other new programs and services.
"For Henry Ford, this new relationship will help us extend our reach beyond
southeast Michigan and broaden our expertise," said Henry Ford Health System
President, Wright Lassiter, III. Going forward, the two groups will work together to
share best practices and create innovative approaches to patient care. "Allegiance
has been - and will continue to be - a beacon for the Jackson community, both as a
health care leader and economic engine."
Allegiance Health physicians, executives, and community members will continue to
represent local interests on the board of trustees and governance committees, as
well as other leadership roles. This will allow for their continued input and
influence regarding the future of Henry Ford Allegiance Health, together with
leaders from Henry Ford Health System.
"While we anticipate many positive changes as a result of becoming Henry Ford
Allegiance Health, some things - like our vision for healthcare in this community remain the same," said Ray King, MD, Allegiance Health Senior Vice President,
Medical Affairs and Chief Medical Officer. "We are grateful for the way Henry Ford
Health System genuinely appreciates how important we are to the Jackson
community and how dedicated our physicians and staff are to the health and wellbeing of their neighbors."

Henry Ford Allegiance Health is a 475-bed health system in Jackson, Michigan. The
system complements traditional acute care services with mission-based services to
support the care continuum for all members of the community. Through its Health
Improvement Organization (HIO), Henry Ford Allegiance Health is also a national
leader in forming community partnerships that innovatively address wellness and
prevention needs in the community. Visit AllegianceHealth.org to learn more
Henry Ford Health System is a six-hospital system headquartered in Detroit,
Michigan. It is one of the nation's leading comprehensive, integrated health
systems, recognized for clinical excellence and innovation. Henry Ford Health
System provides both health insurance and health care delivery, including acute,
specialty, primary and preventive care services backed by excellence in research
and education. The system is a 2011 Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award
recipient. Visit henryford.com to learn more
Reflective of their shared vision, Henry Ford Health System and Henry Ford
Allegiance Health are the only recipients in Michigan of the Foster G. McGaw
Award. Given annually by the American Hospital Association and Baxter
International to one health system in the country, this award is the highest honor
for community commitment given in the health care industry.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Arbor Day Foundation Names Mason "Tree City USA"
Mason, Michigan was named a 2015 Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of its
commitment to effective urban forest management. "It is an honor for Mason to be recognized for
the 26th continuous year for our dedication to maintain a beautiful tree canopy in our public parks
and throughout our City," said Mayor Mike Waltz.
Started in 1976, the Tree City USA program, sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation, in partnership
with the US Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters, is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this year. "Tree City USA communities see the impact an urban forest has in a
community first hand," said Dan Lambe, President of the Arbor Day Foundation.
Mason achieved Tree City USA recognition by meeting the program's four requirements: a tree board
or department, a tree-care ordinance, an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 per
capita, and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation. Over the last five years, the City has planted
240 trees.
Deborah Stuart, Mason City Administrator, noted that "Trees provide multiple benefits to a
community when properly planted and maintained. They help improve the visual appeal of our
neighborhoods, reduce home cooling costs, remove air pollutants and improve storm water
management, among many other benefits that contribute to making Mason a great place to live."
More information on the program is available at arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.
About the Arbor Day Foundation: The Arbor Day Foundation is a million-member nonprofit
conservation and education organization with the mission to inspire people to plant, nurture, and
celebrate trees. More information is available at arborday.org.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Michigan Celebrates Small Business
Small business owners and supporters are coming from all across the state to show
their support for Michigan's growing companies to attend the Twelfth Annual
Michigan Celebrates Small Business awards dinner. Don't miss your opportunity to
connect and celebrate with the awardees and their high performing teams.
Thursday, May 5, 5-9 p.m.
Lansing Center, E. 333 Michigan Ave., Lansing
www.michigancelebratessmallbusiness.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Small Business Week is May 1 - 7

You're invited to attend
Kean's Spring Fashion show

Saturday, April 23rd, 2016
11:00am
Seating is limited, so please call (517) 676-5144 or stop by
the store to reserve your seat.*
Admission is free!

Registered attendees will enjoy special savings on
purchases made that day, and be eligible for several
awesome giveaways!

Be the first to experience an exciting new jewelry line made in the USA!

Kean's Boutique--it's what
everyone is talking about!

Come join the fun, have some refreshments, and enjoy
the show!

*This event will be held in our lower level and is not
handicap accessible.

Kean's Store Company,
406 S. Jefferson Street, Mason, MI 48854

Know Your Numbers Workshop April 20
A "Know Your Numbers" Workshop will be held on April 20, Hosted by the SBDC at LCC in Lansing. Learn the
"Five Keys to Using Financial Statements to Maximize Cash Flow and Increase Access to Capital."
WHO SHOULD ATTEND:
Experienced business owners and key staff who want to have a better understanding of how to use their
financial statements in business decisions.
TOPICS INCLUDE:
-- Identify opportunities and challenges with your balance sheet and income statement
-- Discuss the proven ways to increase your company's cash flow
-- Apply breakeven analysis to improve decision making
-- Understand and plan the working capital to support your growth
-- Strengthen the partnership with your lender
WHERE:
Michigan Small Business Development Center
Lansing Community College 309 N. Washington Square, Suite 110
Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: (517) 483-1921
WHEN:
Wednesday, April 20, 2016
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
The MI-SBDC Know Your Numbers program is sponsored by Fifth Third Bank.
Fees and Registration:
$10 - Includes workbook and refreshments
Veterans, and Fifth Third clients may attend at no charge
To Register Visit: Know Your Numbers
For more information call (517) 483-1921
The Small Business Development Center of Michigan provides assistance to current and prospective small
business owners by offering free business counseling, free secondary market research data, and low cost
training programs. For more information go to www.sbdcmichigan.org

WHAT'S GOING ON AT:
Bestsellers Books & Coffee,
Extra! & The Vault Delicatessen
360 S. Jefferson Street, Mason, MI 48854
Wednesday April 20th. 6:15 PM
Third Wednesday Book Club Meeting
"Never Turn Your Back On an Angus Cow" Dr. Jan Pohl
http://www.bestsellersbookstore.com/event/third-wednesday-book-club-april-20
Tuesday April 26th 6-8pm
Adult Coloring Night - Sponsored by Mason Kiwanis Club
Free Snacks, Pencils, Coloring Pages. Cash Wine & Brew Bar.
http://www.bestsellersbookstore.com/event/adult-coloring-night
Upcoming Events: Saturday April 30th 4-6 PM.
Soup To Art Fundraiser for A.I.M.
Hosting artists and art lovers! A $10 Ticket includes admission to the Art auction gallery and a bread
bowl soup of your choice. Cash bar after 4 PM - 2nd Story Seating!
This year more art, more space more fun!
Upcoming Event: Saturday April 30
Independent Bookstore Day
A day to celebrate books, bookstores, booksellers, and authors!
Join the Party! Bestsellers Books & Coffee in Mason is participating in Independent Bookstore Day
on Saturday April 30th - All Day! Enjoy Soup to Art fundraiser, Independent Authors and Artists.
Exclusive Independent Bookstore Day merchandise is limited to supplies on hand and will go on sale
at 8:00 AM.
Bestsellers is hosting Independent Author
Kristine Brickey 1:00-3:00 PM
on Independent Bookstore Day. Saturday, April 30th
"Flowers for Rodney" and "They Said She Was Crazy"
Book Signing Reception.
Mother's Day Brunch May 8th
Good Bites @ Bestsellers' Extra!
All the Good-ness you can imagine!
Mason Mimosas and Bloody Mary Bar available.
11:00 AM or 1:00 PM Reserved Seating
Register at
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ecesjgupec8208b3&llr=fmrqy5bab

http://www.masonchamber.org/documents/events/M
ACCGolfClassicApp16aSponsor16d.pdf

Mason's 4th of July Fireworks
Join us this year on Independence Day, Monday, July 4, 2016, for the best fireworks
show around! Fireworks start after sunset, approximately 10:00 p.m., and the show
runs about 25 minutes.
Support The Show!
The Mason Fireworks show is prepared and presented completely free of charge by
unpaid volunteers using a budget almost entirely funded by donations from
members of the community like you. No tax dollars are spent directly on the show.
If your family enjoys the show, and you would like to help us continue this great
tradition, please make a donation.
Location
The fireworks are launched from the south end of Temple Street, between M36/Ash Street and Kipp Road. Prime viewing areas include the Ingham County Fair
Grounds, Mason Middle School, Rayner Park and Mason High School. Temple Street
will be closed to vehicle traffic
TO DONATE GO TO: https://masonfirefighters.com/fireworks/
The Mason Firefighters Association is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated
to the Mason community.

Capital Region Events

(517) 483-1921
sbdc@lcc.edu

Starting a Business
Tuesday, April 19th from 9:00-11:00am
SBDC Office - Free
This course is designed for individuals who are considering self-employment,
or who may be at the beginning stages of starting a business. Delivered in a
workshop format, this introductory session helps aspiring entrepreneurs assess
their abilities to lead and manage a company, as well as evaluate market and
sales potential for their products/services. Start-up costs, financing options,
and business planning are introduced, along with necessary steps to getting
started.

Know Your Numbers-Using Your Financial Statements to Better Manage
Your Business
Wednesday, April 20th from 8:00am-Noon
SBDC Office - $10
This seminar is for experienced business owners and key staff who want to
have a better understanding of how to use their financial statements in
business decisions. The course will identify opportunities and challenges with
your balance sheet and income statement, discuss ways to increase your
company's cash flow, apply breakeven analysis to improve decision making,
help you understand and plan the working capital to support your growth, and
strengthen the partnership with your lender.

How to Get a Business Loan
Thursday, April 21st from 6:00-7:00pm
MSU Federal Credit Union - Free
Learn why some businesses get approved for a loan and others are denied. Get
insight into the criteria used by lenders to evaluate a loan request. An expert
will explain the lending process, introduce SBA loan programs, and share real
life examples of successful loan applicants. You will learn what the 3 things
are that you absolutely must do before you apply for a business loan and also
the 5 criteria that banks use to evaluate your loan application.

Working for Yourself
Tuesday, April 26th from 6:00-8:00pm
Delta Township District Library - Free
Are you an experienced professional with marketable skill sets looking for a
new career avenue? Think about taking your expertise and becoming an
independent consultant, freelancer, contractor or service provider. In this
workshop, you will explore the basics of business ownership including steps to
form your business, start-up costs, pricing and the rewards and pitfalls of
working from home.

Start Your Creative Business with Etsy
Thursday, April 28th from 10:00-11:00am
SBDC Office - Free
Starting a new business on Etsy can feel overwhelming. Learn what to do
before you open your shop, the steps to opening, Etsy rules and regulations
(should you be selling on Etsy?), how to get found in their search engine, shop
and shipping policies and how to take effective product photos.

Michigan Homes, Businesses Save Over $1 Billion
Through Consumers Energy's Energy Efficiency Programs
Company Named ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year for Sustained Excellence
Michigan homes and businesses have saved over $1 billion since 2009 through Consumers Energy's energy
efficiency programs. The news comes as the company this month receives an ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year
- Sustained Excellence Award for its work to reduce Michigan residents' energy use.
"Our energy efficiency programs continue to be a powerful tool for Michigan businesses and households,
lowering costs and avoiding energy waste," said Garrick Rochow, Consumers Energy's vice president and chief
customer officer.
"We are working hard to provide energy solutions to our customers, and are pleased to be recognized for the
fourth time with an ENERGY STAR honor for our commitment to helping Michigan residents use less energy."
Michigan businesses and households have saved over $1 billion on their energy bills:
- Consumers Energy offers rebates on over 200 energy-efficient products, from light bulbs to insulation to
furnaces, reducing energy waste.
- Customers have saved enough energy to power nearly 1 million homes and heat over 400,000 homes for a
year.
Energy efficiency also creates jobs. Over 50,000 Michigan businesses have lowered costs through Consumers
Energy's programs, saving money that is spent to put people to work. Consumers Energy works with Michiganbased energy efficiency contractors that provide customers with information about energy efficiency rebates
and equipment. Businesses can learn tips to lower their bills at www.ConsumersEnergy.com/startsaving.
"We have been serving Michigan for nearly 130 years and are committed to helping our communities to thrive.
Energy efficiency is a success story that will continue to help employers hire people and households to live
affordably," Rochow said.
"By continued collaboration with ENERGY STAR, Consumers Energy is helping Americans save money, save
energy and do their part to reduce our nation's greenhouse gas emissions that exacerbate climate change," Gina
McCarthy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administrator.
"I'm proud to recognize Consumers Energy with the highest form of ENERGY STAR recognition, as the winner of
the 2016 Partner of the Year - Sustained Excellence Award. Consumers Energy demonstrates a strong
commitment to energy efficiency and to preserving a healthy planet for future generations."
Consumers Energy, Michigan's largest utility, is the principal subsidiary of CMS Energy (NYSE: CMS), providing
natural gas and electricity to 6.7 million of the state's 10 million residents in all 68 Lower Peninsula counties.

50 Business Trends for 2016
When:

Tuesday, April 19th
From 8:00 - 9:30 AM

Lansing Regional Chamber Insurance Boardroom
Where: 500 E. Michigan Ave.
Suite 200
Lansing, Michigan 48912
United States
Travis Richardson
Contact:trichardson@lansingchamber.org
517-853-6463
Online registration is available until: 4/19/2016
Lansing Regional Chamber Insurance Boardroom
500 E. Michigan Ave., Suite 200
Lansing, Michigan 48912
Where is business headed in 2016 and beyond?
Attend this rapid-fire session of top business trends so you can
better manage the obstacles and take advantage of the
opportunities.
We'll look at everything from business climate to technology,
public policy to social responsibility to marketing and HR.

FROM: Consumers Energy

Business Energy Advisor Now Available
From data centers to dairy farms and restaurants to microbreweries, energy use is
growing across Michigan. And we're here to help because we know when you save
energy, you save money.
As a Consumers Energy customer, you now have access to our free Business Energy
Advisor at www.ConsumersEnergy.com/advisor. This 24/7 online resource helps educate
business owners and operators on the purchasing and maintenance of energyefficient equipment. It also includes business case studies and related news within
many industries and areas of business.
Whether you know what you need or want to know what your options are, the
Business Energy Advisor has the answers you're looking for:





22 unique businesses and industries are featured and offer quick fixes and
longer-term solutions to help you save energy and save money
16 different technologies are identified, including heating, lighting and
building envelope
Eight calculators provide insights, including lighting and water heating
Four operations and maintenance checklists provide insights, illustrations
and tips for developing a plan on whole-building energy evaluation,
commercial air conditioners and more

Whether you operate a dry cleaners, restaurant, school or place of worship, you
also will find energy efficiency rebates and programs from Consumers Energy that
work best for you at www.ConsumersEnergy.com/mybusiness.

MASON'S 33rd ANNUAL SPRING FLING FESTIVAL
FEATURES SATURDAY COURTHOUSE SHOW
The 33rd annual "Spring Fling" will take place in Mason May 5 through May 8 this year, with the
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's signature Courthouse Show being held on Saturday, May 7 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Special events will be taking place all around the Mason area during the
Thursday through Sunday festival. Go to the www.masonchamber.org website and click on "Mason
Area Community Events Calendar" to scroll down for the latest information and contact numbers.
Some events are weather dependent and a few of the activities have an admission charge.
Mason's Spring Fling Festival starts on Thursday, with a National Day of Prayer breakfast and evening
service on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn, bingo at the Masonic Hall, country line dancing at
the VFW 7309 Hall, and special sales at local businesses.
The 28th annual Mason State Bank 5K Run/Walk will be on Friday, May 6. The race starts at 7:00
p.m. on Maple Street, just north of the downtown's Ingham County Courthouse. This is a popular
mid-Michigan race that attracts people from many surrounding localities. The net proceeds benefit
the Mason Public Schools Foundation. Many homeowners will have their own rummage sales
throughout Mason neighborhoods during the Spring Fling weekend.
The signature event of Mason's Spring Fling begins Saturday morning May 7, with the 33 rd annual
Courthouse Show downtown. The show is held outdoors -- rain or shine on Saturday only from 9:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Elaine Ferris of the City of Mason, chair of the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce's Spring Fling and Down Home Days committee says that "our estimates are that between
4,000 and 6,000 people attend this show each year." She also notes that "the show features a mix of
arts and crafts, food vendors, community groups and other booths."
During the Courthouse Show, there is entertainment at 2:00 p.m. on Maple Street with the
Shahira Dancers sponsored by Ware's Pharmacy. A "Kids' Korral" children's activity area sponsored by
Express Tree Service and hosted by the Mason Assembly of God will be located near the west
Courthouse steps. Admission is charged for the kiddie rides, some games, and bounce house.
Many more things happen on Saturday at other locations in Mason. The Mason Firefighters
Association will have a pancake breakfast from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the James M. Pelton
Memorial Fire Station, 221 W. Ash Street.
There will be the annual pie sale at Mason Area Historical Society, 200 E. Oak Street in Mason,
starting at 10:00 a.m. MAHS will also have the Pink School Museum will be open from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m. on Ash Street, just west of Cedar Street.
The Rotary Club of Mason will have their annual duck race on Sycamore Creek next to Lee Austin
Park on Ash Street, just west of the Mason City Hall and across the street from the fire station, at
12:30 p.m. Select Mason area businesses will also have their sidewalk sales on Saturday.
The festival concludes on Sunday, May 8. Mason's Spring Fling organizers also extend an
invitation to attend Sunday services at one of the many churches in the Mason area. Chamber
member churches are Mason First Presbyterian Church, Eden United Brethren Church, St. James
Catholic Church, Mason Community Church, Mason First Church of the Nazarene, Fellowship
Bible Church, Mason First United Methodist Church, the Mason Assembly of God, and All Saints
Lutheran.
The VFW Post 7309 will have evening bingo on Sunday, May 8 at 1243 Hull Road, south of
Mason. Doors open at 2:00 p.m., food, beverages, and sales at 2:15 p.m., regular bingo at 3:45 p.m.
Call (517) 676-3181 for more information on bingo. For more information on these and the many
other Spring Fling events, go to www.masonchamber.org/calendar.

------------------------------------------------Let's Put Mason on the Map!
Businesses and organizations like yours make Mason, Mason. That's why we're partnering with Google to get
every business online and to put Mason on the map.
These days, many people often turn to the web first to find local products and services. When your business or
organization is online, it's easier for people to find you. That means new people doing business with you - and a
stronger community for all of us.
Getting your business online is free and easy through the Let's Put Mason
on the Map program. GET STARTED AT WWW.GYBO.COM/MI/MASON
See you on the web.

P.S. This program is free for all businesses. Tell a fellow business owner that they can
help Put Mason on the Map.
Why being online is important:





97% of consumers look online for local goods and services
Business that make use of the web expect to grow 40% faster than those who don't
1 in 5 searches is local. When people search for a "dry cleaner" they're likely looking for something nearby

Google has built community profile pages/websites for our area.
A link is found at the bottom of this message.
Putting our businesses on the map is an easy process:
1. Go to your community profile page link





Type in business name and click find your business
Add your business for free if it isn't on the list
Review suggestions on how to add or update your business info and improve your Google presence

2. Verify your business
3. Mange your business information



Make sure Google has the right details for your business, including phone number, address and hours

4. Keep your information up to date



Check back to manage reviews, add photos, update your info and more...

www.gybo.com/mi/mason
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the
http://www.masonchamber.org/valuecard.html website.

Final Note:
Continuing a 44-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce publishes its "MASON in Motion" printed and mailed
newsletter near the end of each month. This hard-copy newsletter has
information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more in a short four-page format. The several insert pages included in the
newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or
posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber
has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the
conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for
limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key
decision-makers in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all
contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and select
stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the
same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month for all
submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions
are edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month
"MASON in Motion UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed
newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their e-mail
addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a
Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select
stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies
of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in
the UPDATE. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to
all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the
"Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE
submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to minor
editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to
those who have e-mail addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24
times per year at most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders and
volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org

TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at: www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854
SafeUnsubscribe™ masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Forward email | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by masonchamber@masonchamber.org in collaboration with

Try it free today

