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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------

Celebrating Regional Entrepreneurship
The Board of Directors of the Entrepreneur Institute of Mid-Michigan (EIM) invites you to the first
annual Rise & Shine Breakfast to honor Greater Lansing Entrepreneurs and those who support them.
Held on Thursday, June 7th from 7:30 - 9:30 am at the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, this
event will celebrate entrepreneurship and also recognize the Entrepreneur Institute's 16 th year of
service.
Michael Finney, President and CEO of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, will be the
keynote speaker. Awards for "Micro-entrepreneur of the Year" and "Contributor of the Year" also will
be given.
The Institute provides business plan training, education, and micro-lending for aspiring and existing
entrepreneurs. The first training session was held in 1996 and the first loan was awarded to Daniel
Chapman, owner of Chapman Landscaping and Snow Removal, in 1997. Since that time, the Institute
has conducted over forty 15-week training sessions and lent out over $250,000 to 46 entrepreneurs.
The impact and reach of the EIM's efforts can be felt far and wide. Their work has resulted in the
creation and retention of over 100 jobs and more than 500 students have enrolled in the
Fundamentals of Business Planning class. Of those, 82% have completed the program.
Without proper planning a business is like a ship without a compass. The EIM equips ambitious
entrepreneurs with the tools to navigate the rough seas they are sure to encounter.
To register for the Rise & Shine Breakfast, visit http://eimm.eventbrite.com.
The Entrepreneur Institute of Mid-Michigan, creating opportunities for Michigan entrepreneurs! For
more information visit our websiteatwww.yourfoundationforbusiness.com.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

The Mason Orchestral Society is pleased to announce its
Annual Spring Scholarship Concert on Friday, May 18 at 7:30
p.m. at the Charlotte Performing Arts Center (CPAC) in
Charlotte.
Music will be performed by the Mason Philharmonic under the direction of Lyndra Tingley and the Mason
Symphony under the direction of Timothy Krohn. A major feature of this concert will be the performance of
several movements from The Planets by Gustav Holst.
Tickets will cost $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and students, and children under 12 are FREE. Tickets are
available from members of the Mason Orchestral Society or through the CPAC box office which can be reached
at 517-541-5690.
The Mason Orchestral Society (MOS) is a non-profit community organization made up of students and adult
musicians from around the Mason and Lansing areas. The society sponsors three ensembles: the Symphony
Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra, and the Philharmonic. Additional information about MOS activities and
events can be found on the society's Web site at www.masonorchestras.org.

PERFORMANCE INFORMATION
Friday, May 18, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte Performing Arts Center
378 State Street
Charlotte, MI 48813
Mason Philharmonic, Lyndra Tingley, Conductor
Program:
Two South American Tangos by Villoldo, arr. by Isaac
Vocalise by Rachmaninoff featuring Rachel Benington
Stairway to Heaven by Led Zepplin arranged by John Reed
Rhapsody in Blue by Gershwin arranged by Brubaker
Mason Symphony, Timothy Krohn, Conductor & Musical Director
Program:
Canzon Duodecimi by Toni Giovanni Gabrieli
Five Variants of "Dives and Lazarus" by Ralph Vaughan Williams
The Planets by Gustav Holst
Mars, the Bringer of War
Venus, the Bringer of Peace
Mercury, the Winged Messenger
Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please Note New Address:

Leo's Bail Bonds
700 N. Cedar Street
Mason, MI 48854
(517) 676-1021
www.leosbailbonds.com
(That's the old Pizza Hut building.
Leo also has some additional
office space there to lease.)
----------------------------------------------------------Deadline to Apply for SBA Working Capital Disaster
Loans in Michigan is May 29
The U.S. Small Business Administration is reminding businesses in Michigan that working capital
loans are still available to small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives and most private non-profit
organizations that were affected by the heavy rain and flooding that occurred on
July 28-29, 2011.
"Businesses that suffered economic losses as a result of the disaster and want to apply for lowinterest loans from the SBA are urged to do so before the May 29 deadline," said Frank Skaggs,
director of SBA Field Operations Center East.
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) up to $2 million are available at 3 percent for private nonprofit organizations of all sizes and 4 percent for small businesses, with terms up to
30 years. The loans are intended to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable, and other expenses
that could have been paid had the disaster not occurred. To be considered for this assistance,
disaster survivors need to apply by the deadline.
These working capital loans are available to businesses and non-profit organizations in the
following Michigan counties: Clinton, Eaton, Ingham, Jackson, Livingston and Shiawassee.
To obtain disaster loan information and application forms, call the SBA's Customer Service Center at
800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the deaf and hard-of-hearing) or send an e-mail to
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. Loan application forms can also be downloaded from www.sba.gov
Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.
Those affected by the disaster may also apply for disaster loans electronically from the SBA's
website at www.sba.gov.
The deadline for economic injury applications is May 29, 2012.

HUD Grant Board Members Needed
The mid-Michigan region (Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties) received $3,000,000 from
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to study the 20mile Michigan Avenue / Grand River Avenue corridor from the State Capitol to
Webberville. A coalition of over 40 government and non-profit agencies will be working
together over the next 3 years to study issues such as affordable housing, watershed
management, transportation and energy efficiency.
Information on the project can be found here: http://www.tri-co.org/hud.htm
As a part of this project, $300,000 must go to groups and government agencies working to
get people involved in planning and government. This board will be responsible for
distributing the $300,000 of funding to groups working to increase public participation in
Mid-Michigan. The Board will need to be filled with people from the following groups:
1. Elected Officials within Clinton, Eaton and Ingham County
2. Community members within Clinton, Eaton and Ingham County
3. Persons from traditionally underserved and/or marginalized groups (some of the
identified groups are seniors, female head of households, veterans, GLBT families)
If you are interested in applying to sit on the board, please fill out the attached
application, resume and 200 word statement of interest and submit it by May 22, 2012 to:
jpowers155@gmail.com
Julie Powers, Executive Director
Mid-Michigan Environmental Action Council
(517) 292-3078
------------------------------------------------------------

Social Security Statement Now Available Online at
www.socialsecurity.gov
Michael J. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Security, announced that an online version of
the Social Security statement is now available at the www.socialsecurity.gov website.
The new online statement provides eligible workers with secure and convenient access
to their Social Security earnings and benefit information.
"Our new online Social Security statement is simple, easy-to-use and provides people
with estimates they can use to plan for their retirement," Commissioner Astrue said.
"The online statement also provides estimates for disability and survivors benefits,
making the statement an important financial planning tool. People should get in the
habit of checking their online statement each year, around their birthday, for
example."
In addition to helping with financial planning, the online statement also provides
workers a convenient way to determine whether their earnings are accurately posted
to their Social Security records. This feature is important because Social Security
benefits are based on average earnings over a person's lifetime. If the earnings
information is not accurate, the person may not receive all the benefits to which he or
she is entitled. the online statement also provides the opportunity to save or print the
personalized statement for financial planning discussions with family or a financial
planner.
To get a personalized online Statement, people age 18 and older must be able to
provide information about them that matches information already on file with Social
Security. In addition, Social Security uses Experian, an external authentication service
provider, for additional verification. People must provide their identifying information
and answer security questions in order to pass this verification. Social Security will not
share a person's Social Security number with Experian, but the identity check is an
important part of this new, robust verification process.
Once verified, people will create a "My Social Security" account with a unique user
name and password to access their online statement. In addition, the portal also
includes links to information about other online services, such as applications for
retirement, disability and Medicare.
It is important to note, however, Social Security anticipates some members of the
public will not be able to be verified through this process. Some people may not
correctly answer the security questions based on information on file with Experian, and
others may supply identifying information that does not match their Social Security
records. In instances where this occurs, people will have the option to request a paper
Social Security statement be mailed to them. People who cannot verify online initially
also may visit their local Social Security office and present an identity document in
order to create an account and gain access to the online version of the statement.
In February 2012, Social Security resumed mailing paper statements to workers age 60
and older if they are not already receiving Social Security benefits. Later this year, the
agency plans to mail paper statements to workers in the year they reach age 25. For
more information about the new online Statement, please go to the
www.socialsecurity.gov/mystatement website.

Unique beer, handmade furniture and three jobs
coming to Mason with Bad Brewing Company
SOURCE: Capital Gains

Brian Radsdale has been brewing beer as a hobby for several years. Starting this
summer, that hobby will officially become a career with the opening of Bad
Brewing Company in Downtown Mason. The pub will offer five house-brewed beers
daily, as well as two to three beers that will change with the Radsdale and his coowner Ryan Smith's creativity.
"We do really small batches so that gives us room to experiment," says Radsdale.
"You might come in and there might be some crazy kind of beer we're trying, but
we'll also have the staples."
The 1,600 square foot location on Jefferson Street in Mason was a former flower
shop that Radsdale, Smith and their friends and family have been working to
renovate since January. Radsdale's background in construction came in handy as
they renovated nearly every aspect of the building, including adding two bathrooms
and custom-made furniture and bar.
"It was my dream to start a small micro-brew," says Radsdale, "the kind of place
where you'd like to sit down, relax and have a beer."
According to Radsdale, the Bad Brewing Company will have a laid-back,
comfortable feel where customers can play darts, relax and even bring their own
food to eat. Pre-packaged food items from Michigan companies will be available for
purchase.
Radsdale expects the bar to be ready to open by mid-June. Bad Brewing Company
will employ both owners and a third employee after opening.

Dart Foundation expands into Armory, plans to add staff
Source: Capital Gains
The continued growth of Dart Container is good for more than just Mason. The Dart
Foundation, which is a family foundation established by the Darts, is growing as
well. With both organizations taking up additional space, the Dart Foundation has
recently moved from their Mason facilities into a new, 558-square foot office in the
Marshall Street Armory.
"The move gives us a better chance to collaboration with other funders," says Dart
Foundation Grants Manager Claudia Deschaine. "There is a movement with many of
the local foundations to come together and get behind projects together, and being
here makes that easier."
The new location also makes it easier for the foundation itself to grow. While
Deschaine is current the organization's only staff member, she hopes to add one
new permanent job and a intern position in the near future.
Last year The Dart Foundation granted $3,435,276 to causes and organizations
throughout the United States. Deschaine estimates about $500,000 of those funds
were granted in the foundation's focus area of Mid-Michigan. This year, The Dart
Foundation is renewing the Dart Family's original focus on the STEM fields for
youth.
"Science is a natural interest of [the Dart Family]," says Deschaine, "because they
were engineers. But there are a lot of important needs in the community, and they
responded to those needs. Now they're coming back to what they feel is most
important."

2012 Sun Dried Music Festival
Attention Local Business Owners,
We are in the process of planning the 2012 Sun Dried Music Festival which will take
place August 24th & 25th. This will be the 3rd year of the festival which has been a
huge success in the past. Last year's Festival was attended by an estimated 8,00010,000 people. This was a significant increase over the prior year. Our hope is to
increase that number by an additional 20% this year.
Just as in the past we are asking local businesses to support this year's Festival by
making a monetary donation. As a Festival Sponsor you will receive many
advertising opportunities based on your level of donation. As a sponsor of any level,
with your permission, we will add your logo, a description of your business, and a
hyperlink to your website to the Sun Dried Music Festival Website. This will be a
great opportunity to direct more traffic to your website and will make it easy for
customers to learn more about your business and the products or services that you
offer.
We look forward to hearing from you very soon. Please note that all donations need
to be received by May 31st in order to make the deadline for all flyers, posters, and
other publications. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call
Joel at 517-676-3595 or e-mail director@sundriedmusicfestival.com.
Sincerely,

The 2012 Sun Dried Festival Committee
--------------------------------------Sponsored by Leo's Bail Bonds and Lansing Warthogs, the Michigan Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Monument Fund Commission will hold their 3 rd
annual golf outing on Saturday, June 2nd at Wheatfield Valley Golf Course. Cost is
$80 per person. Details, sponsorship, and signup information is available at the
Chamber office.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Did you know?

Studies Promote Chamber Membership
In a past issue we talked about the Cortera Study, which showed chamber member companies have,
on average, a credit rating about 70 points higher than that of an average company. That is
powerful ammunition to promote chamber membership. A mirror study to that one is called the
Schapiro Study. It shows that 63 percent of consumers prefer to buy from companies they think are
chamber members. Put these ACCE-initiated studies together and you have strong evidence that
chamber membership means something!
 Cortera Study link: http://www.acce.org/news/2010/02/acce-news/new-study-showschamber-of-commerce-members-offer-safer-bet-when-it-comes-to-business-credit-risk/
 Schapiro Study
link: http://www.acce.org/uploadedFiles/Research_and_Benchmarking/Schapiro%20Group%
20ACCE%20Report.pdf
The Schapiro Group and Market Street Services cooperated on the study and that the work was
supported by IBM, Administaff, and the Small Business Network.

---------------------------------------------------------

More on the Value of Chambers
What do Rhett Butler, Charles Lindbergh, Miss America, and Al Capone have in
common? Find out the fascinating answer here. Hint: chambers of commerce have
done more than you might think! See this item from NewGeography.com:
http://www.newgeography.com/content/001881-the-other-chambers-commerce
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 40-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This
hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new
Chamber members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in
a short four-page format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each
month are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or
organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value
for limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers
in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber
members, Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the
newsletter is also available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at
the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month
for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions are
edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion
UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all
who have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are
associated with a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select
stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed
and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .pdf copy of
this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the
month for all UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to
minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have
e-mail addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of
course, those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent
information e-mailed to them.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at: www.masonchamber.org
MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.
Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the
subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

