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MASON HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION ON 
NOVEMBER 25 HAS BIG LIGHT PARADE 
  
  
          Every year about this time, Mason gets the "Big Santa" and mailbox up at 
the corner of Jefferson and Ash Streets.  The City crews put downtown holiday 
decorations on streetlights. Area merchants start to offer holiday values.  The 
Mason Fire Department strings lights on the large Christmas tree on the Ingham 
County Courthouse lawn.  Those are the signs that Mason is getting ready for the 
day after Thanksgiving on Friday, November 25.  That afternoon and evening, 
the community holds its annual Mason Holidays Celebration. 
          For the ninth year, Dart Container Corporation is the presenting sponsor 
of the Mason Holidays Celebration. "We are proud to have Dart Container 
sponsor the eleventh annual lighted parade and the day's events.  We also thank 
the folks at Lear Corporation for again allowing us to start the parade in their 
parking lot," said Aleasha Wood of Inspired Events, chair of the celebration for 
the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce.  She also encourages local folks to help 
with the events by volunteering.  Contact the Chamber at (517) 676-1046 or 
masonchamber@masonchamber.org by e-mail.  
          Mason's popular evening lighted parade and the lighting of the 
community's Christmas tree at 6:30 p.m. are the biggest of the several events 
slated.  American Legion Browne/Cavender Post 148 and Fiedler Insurance 
provide sponsorship for the tree lighting ceremony.  Last year, the lighted 
parade featured 30 units including a special float from Dart Container.  "The 
City of Mason is also an important partner.  They help by closing streets and 
providing traffic coordination.  We are again responding to their requirement for 
improved public safety this year by letting parade participants know that they 
are not to throw candy or get on or off any unit that is in motion," Aleasha Wood 
added.  
          The lighted parade steps off through the Mason Antiques District at 6:30 
p.m. and proceeds to downtown Mason.  The route is Mason Street to Columbia 
to State to Maple.  The parade then circles the Courthouse by turning right on 
Jefferson, then left on Ash, Barnes and Maple Streets before ending in the 100 
block of west Maple.   
          Lighted units will represent area groups and businesses and will include 
Dart Container Corporation, CP Federal Credit Union, Kelly Automotive 
Group, Mason Rotary Club, Showtime Rentals, Tomco Asphalt, and many more 
lighted vehicles and floats.  Commander Terry Fobbs will lead volunteers and 
members of the American Legion Browne/Cavender Post 148 in keeping the 
parade organized. 

The family of the late Margaret Doolittle, the Mason Area's 2011 Citizen of 
the Year, will officially give the order to light the Christmas tree on the 
Courthouse square at 6:30 p.m.  This year, the tree will again have 1000 energy 
efficient LED lights, thanks to the purchase of those lights four years ago by the 
City of Mason, the Mason Downtown Development Authority, and American 
Legion Post 148 -- and maintenance by the Mason Fire Department.  Also, 
earlier downtown at 6:00 p.m., near the tree before the parade, will be a 
welcome by City of Mason Mayor Leon Clark, music from the Mason High School 
Santa Band, and more.  Food and warm drinks will be available on the square 
from Mason A&W Restaurant, Mason Optimist Club, Mason First United 
Methodist Church, and downtown businesses. 



          Visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus are from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. at the Mason 
Area Historical Museum to meet younger children.  They also arrive at the end 
of the parade and then return to the Mason Area Historical Museum at 200 E. 
Oak Street to meet older children and families.  Also, a Living Nativity will be 
presented downtown on the Courthouse square by Eden United Brethren 
Church following the parade.     The day's activities actually begin much earlier 
in the afternoon in the Mason Antiques District at Cobblestone Events Center, 
205 Mason Street.  Music, singing, storytelling, free refreshments, and family 
entertainment will take place from 3:00 until 5:00 p.m., sponsored by LAFCU 
and other Chamber members.   
          The United State Marines will have a "Toys for Tots" collection station at 
the Cobblestone Events Center in the afternoon and downtown during the 
evening.  Information on the tree lighting, lighted parade and other events is at 
www.masonchamber.org or call (517) 676-1046. Volunteer help is always 
welcome.  For updated information, click on "Community Events" at 
www.masonchamber.org or tune in to Channel 21 on the Broadstripe cable 
system. 
   

  
   

Michigan ranks 2nd in Bloomberg study of states' economic 
health 

Michigan's economic health is second-best in the nation, according to a prominent national 
ranking released today.  
  
Bloomberg, a respected global leader in business and financial information, released its first-
ever economic health evaluation during a conference in New York City. The Bloomberg analysis 
considered important indicators such as personal income, tax revenue, employment and housing 
prices.  
  
This pure analysis of data has placed Michigan at the top echelon on the ranking, second only to 
North Dakota, which is experiencing an economic boom fueled by oil exploration.  
  
Gov. Rick Snyder said the Bloomberg Economic Evaluation of States shows that Michigan's 



strategy for regaining its economic vigor is on track.  
  
"Michiganders are pulling together to do what's best for our state and the results are paying off," 
Snyder said. "The fact that our shared accomplishments are recognized by one of the country's 
premier financial information providers should reinforce our commitment to keep driving 
forward. Let's continue with our reinvention of Michigan so future rankings have us as No. 1."  
  
Michigan's budget, approved by the Legislature and signed by Snyder, put Michigan on a strong 
footing that provides fiscal stability now and into the future. It eliminated one-time fixes and 
overspending, paid down future liabilities and sends a strong signal to job providers that 
Michigan is open for business. 
  
 "This is good news and it shows that Michigan is ripe for economic growth," said Mike Finney, 
president of the Michigan Economic Development Corp. "We have strong corporations 
headquartered in our state and we have created an environment for new entrepreneurs to 
succeed. This has propelled Michigan toward the top of the Bloomberg ranking."  
  
By lowering businesses taxes, eliminating the Michigan Business Tax and removing other barriers 
to growth, Michigan is leaping from one of the bottom tax climates in the nation to a more 
competitive position. The nearly $1.8 billion reduction in business taxes promises a new level of 
economic certainty for businesses and makes Michigan an attractive environment for growth.  
  
Earlier this year, Fitch Ratings also took note of Michigan's progress. This balanced budget based 
on solid financial principles helped move Fitch's outlook for Michigan to "positive," another sign 
that Michigan is on the right path and that our fiscally sound environment is ripe for economic 
growth.  
  
And just this week, the U.S. Small Business Administration reported Michigan's banks and credit 
unions led the country in providing government-backed small-business loans, according to new 
data from the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
  
The Detroit Free Press reported that from October 2010 through September 2011, $689 million in 
small-business loans went to businesses in a variety of industries in Michigan. During that time 
frame, lenders made 2,063 of the most popular type of SBA loans, called 7(a) loans, up 47 
percent from the 1,406 loans worth $386 million in fiscal 2010. 
  
Visit here to read Tom Walsh's take on the news in the Detroit Free Press. 

----------------------------------------------------
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Fundamentals of How to Finance Your Business 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM  

Whether starting, expanding, or redirecting a business, funding will probably be 
required.  This seminar will review various funding sources and provide an 
overview of what's required to get that funding. 
Speaker:  Tom Donaldson, Regional Director 
Location:  MI-SBTDC Capitol Region Office (309 N. Washington Square, Lansing) 
Cost:  FREE 
To Register:  Visit website at www.misbtdc.org/training, or call (517) 483-1921 
  
  

Fundamentals of Marketing Your Business 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

9:30 AM to 12:00 PM 
This course presents practical applications of marketing concepts designed to 
grow small businesses.  It covers basic marketing tools including market analysis 
and research, target marketing, assessing competitors, and key marketing 
implementation tools.  A strategic, well planned approach to marketing is 
demonstrated with several examples of effective hands-on marketing 
techniques.  Focus is on the business's customers - creating them and keeping 
them. 
Speaker:  Laurie Lonsdorf, SBTDC Business Consultant 
Location:  MI-SBTDC Capitol Region Office (309 N. Washington Square, Lansing) 
Cost: FREE 
To Register:  Visit website at www.misbtdc.org/training, or call (517) 483-1921 
  

   -----------------------------------------------------------------2 Membership 
Directo 

For more than 110 years the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce has helped 
employees and businesses in the region grow by providing business education and 
networking, enhancing member visibility and advocating for a prosperous economic 
climate. The Mason Area Chamber has done the same right here in our own local 
community for nearly 40 years. 
  
Both Chambers are committed to providing resources that create access between 
businesses and organizations in our mid-Michigan communities. An advertisement in the 
Chamber Community Guide and Membership Directory is a great opportunity to position 
your business as a leader to key decision makers and promote local commerce and 
collaborative success. 
  
In 2012 more than 2,500 copies of the Community Guide and Membership Directory will 
be distributed to Chamber members throughout the Greater Lansing region. As 
membership grows, these printed resources serve as a key tool for businesses to work 
together and prosper. Your investment in the Chamber Community Guide and 
Membership Directory is a great way to promote your products and services while 
supporting the region, the Chambers and our mission. 
  
For more information please contact Maeve MacDonald with the Lansing Regional 
Chamber at 517.853.8456 or mmacdonald@lansingchamber.org or our advertising 
sales representative, Jennifer Hodges at 517.203.3333. 
  
To take a look at our member directory from 2011 click here!  
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Exporting?  Here's Help! 

From: LSJ Media 
  
The Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce is part of a statewide initiative to 
help businesses boost their exports.  The Michigan Economic Development Corp. 
chose the Lansing Chamber and three other organizations to implement the Pure 
Michigan State Trade & Export Promotion, or STEP. 
  
The program is funded by a $1.5 million federal grant. Michigan companies with 
fewer than 500 employees can apply for reimbursement for export-related 
activities such as overseas trade missions and shows, foreign market sales trips 
and translation services. 
  
The Lansing Chamber will serve businesses for exports in a 19-county portion of 
central and mid-Michigan, including Ingham, Eaton and Clinton counties. For 
more information, visit www.lansingchamber.org/international-trade. 
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 ---------------------------------------------------- 
Kerry Minshall sent this along to me by e-mail, so I thought I'd share: 
 
Christmas 2011 -- Birth of a New Tradition 
 
As the holidays approach, the giant Asian factories are kicking into high gear to provide 
Americans with monstrous piles of cheaply produced goods -- merchandise that has been 
produced at the expense of American labor. This year will be different. This year Americans will 
give the gift of genuine concern for other Americans. There is no longer an excuse that, at gift 
giving time, nothing can be found that is produced by American hands. Yes there is! It's time to 
think outside the box, people. Who says a gift needs to fit in a shirt box, wrapped in Chinese 
produced wrapping paper? 
 
Everyone -- yes EVERYONE gets their hair cut. How about gift certificates from your local 
American hair salon or barber? Gym membership? It's appropriate for all ages who are thinking 
about some health improvement. Who wouldn't appreciate getting their car detailed? Small, 
American owned 
Detail shops and car washes would love to sell you a gift certificate or a book of gift certificates. 
Are you one of those extravagant givers who think nothing of plonking down the Benjamins on a 
Chinese made flat-screen? Perhaps that grateful gift receiver would like his driveway sealed, or 
lawn mowed for the summer, or driveway plowed all winter, or games at the local golf course. 
There are a bazillion owner-run restaurants -- all offering gift certificates. And, if your intended 
isn't the fancy eatery sort, what about a half dozen breakfasts at the local breakfast joint. 
Remember, folks this isn't about big National chains -- this is about supporting your home town 
Americans with their financial lives on the line to keep their doors open. 
 
How many people couldn't use an oil change for their car, truck or motorcycle, done at a shop 
run by the American working guy? 
 
Thinking about a heartfelt gift for mom? Mom would LOVE the services of a local cleaning lady 
for a day. 
 
My computer could use a tune-up, and I KNOW I can find some young guy who is struggling to get 
his repair business up and running. OK, you were looking for something more personal. Local 
crafts people spin their own wool and knit them into scarves. They make jewelry, and pottery 
and beautiful wooden boxes. 
 
Plan your holiday outings at local, owner operated restaurants and leave your server a nice tip. 
And, how about going out to see a play or ballet at your hometown theatre. 
 
Musicians need love too, so find a venue showcasing local bands. 
 
Honestly, people, do you REALLY need to buy another ten thousand Chinese lights for the house? 
When you buy a five dollar string of light, about fifty cents stays in the community. If you have 
those kinds of bucks to burn, leave the mailman, trash guy or babysitter a nice BIG tip. 
 
You see, Christmas is no longer about draining American pockets so that China can build another 
glittering city. Christmas is now about caring about US, encouraging American small businesses 
to keep plugging away to follow their dreams. And, when we care about other Americans, we 
care about our communities, and the benefits come back to us in ways we couldn't imagine. 
 
THIS is the new American Christmas tradition. 
 
Forward this to everyone on your mailing list -- post it to discussion 
Groups -- throw up a post on Craigslist in the Rants and Raves section in your city -- send it to 
the editor of your local paper and radio stations, and TV news departments. This is a revolution 

of caring about each other, and isn't that what Christmas is about? 

  
  
  
  



  
  
  

 
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

   
Mason Area Community Fund will be accepting grant requests for reporting 
year April 1, 2012 - March 31, 2013.  Requests must be from a 501(c)3 
nonprofit entity.  If your group would like to apply, email 
mschlick@comcast.net to request either electronic forms, or hard copy 
request forms.  If you request hard copy forms, please provide your mailing 
address. Return dates, review dates, and guidelines will be included with the 
applications.  
  

  

  

  

 HOLIDAY POSTCARD OFFER 

  

November 8, 2011 
 

 

 

 

        
Dear Chamber Executive, 
 

 We appreciate you providing us with your listing information for our Chambers of Commerce Directory. As 
a thank you for keeping the 

 information updated, we are offering you, and your members,  a 30% discount on holiday postcard printing 

at www.marketingsource.com/holiday-postcards 

Holiday postcards are a festive and inexpensive way to warm your customers' hearts and thank them for 
their business during the past year.  

Our Holiday Postcards include: 

Over 28 holiday designs to choose from  
Free text layout and font choice 
Customized greeting  and your logo included 

Time and time again, our clients measure repeat sales when sending out these holiday cards.  Call 800-
575-5369 to get started! 

To receive the discount, please have your members mention your chamber name when ordering. Offer 
expires November 30

th
. 

Barbara Spagnola 
CEO 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

  

Final Note: 

  

Continuing a 39-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its 

"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This 

hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber 

members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-

page format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are designed 

to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For this 

reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the 

conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited advertising. 

   

Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 430 key decision-makers in the 

Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, 

Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also 

available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website 

www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions. Items are 

included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency of the 

publication. 

  

Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion 

UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailednewsletter is forwarded to all who have 

submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a 

Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the 

archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" 

newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .html copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also 

available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" 

tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All items submitted 

are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency. 

   

It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail 

addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who are 

Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them. 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   

  
Look ahead for upcoming events on:  

www.masonchamber.org 

AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE   

MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

    

   

  

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE 
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT:  

www.masonchamber.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&t=eosmqoiab.0.v8eqnheab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0693&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonchamber.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&t=eosmqoiab.0.xtb8zocab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0693&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonchamber.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gkpggocab&t=eosmqoiab.0.vd6jvycab.gkpggocab.94&ts=S0693&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masonchamber.org%2FnewsletterARCHIVE.html


   
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

  Click on Community Events at:  www.masonchamber.org  
  

MACC now distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" 
bulletin is being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area 
Chamber of Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber 

members, and select Chamber stakeholders.   
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.  

Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in 
the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-

mail, just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  

  
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN 
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON 
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG 

  

Forward email 
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