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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

Look for information on the 2014 Mason Area Award Winners in the
next Mason in Motion newsletter -- mailed out in two weeks!

------------------------------------------------------MACC Offers Two New Member Benefits
At their December meeting, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's Membership
Services Committee reviewed the November 2013 MACC Board action approving the
following policy:
"The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce encourages businesses and organizations that have
a facility or target market within the 48854 and 48819 zip codes to join as
members. Unaffiliated individuals, other chambers, and business associations are

encouraged to have "associate" status. We encourage our members with interests in other
geographical areas to consider additional memberships in other area chambers and
business associations, as well. Those members with an interest in regional, state, or
national economic development and government relations are further encouraged to
consider additional memberships with business groups at those levels."

To "put our money where our mouth is," the committee then created a new
member benefit only at the Business and Professional membership levels with a
trade value of $100:

"Trade" upgrade to the next higher membership level for members of
our associate chambers and business associations (not to be
combined). Value $100.
·

The Membership Services Committee also approved a new benefit at the Business
level and above as follows:
·

Business fitness checkup from SBTDC. Value $100.

This last program is available through Chambers of Commerce and the Small
Business and Technical Development Centers. It will be rolled out to MACC
members starting in January 2014.
Check out all member benefits at each membership level on the 2014 MACC
Membership Application, downloadable at:
http://www.masonchamber.org/documents/14memberAPPAplus1.pdf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Source: Masontoday.com

Mason Receives $30,000 DNR Grant for
updates to Hayhoe Riverwalk Trail
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has announced that 19 communities
across the state will share $761,600 in Recreation Passport grants for park
improvements. The City of Mason has been awarded a $30,000.00 grant that will
be used for the Maple Grove Park Riverwalk Pedestrian Bridge and Trailhead Sign
which is part of the Hayhoe Riverwalk Trail. Money for this grant is derived from
the sale of the Recreation Passport, which replaced the resident motor vehicle
permit (MVP) - or window sticker - for state park entrance in 2010.
The cities, counties and townships selected to receive a Recreation Passport grant
clearly demonstrated projects that are designed to provide better public outdoor
recreation opportunities or facilities, infrastructure and economic development
plans that support public outdoor recreation activity. The successful entries were
chosen from a field of 87 grant applications seeking some $3.2 million in funding.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ernie Lutz of Mason and a long time EAA Chapter 55 member was honored recently
by receiving the French Legion of Honor Medal for his service in the United States
Army Air Corps. He flew a B-26 bomber during the time of the Battle of the Bulge
and D-Day. Ernie Lutz, 92, was surprised to receive this medal after so many years
after flying missions in Europe starting in 1944. Ernie flew a B-26 bomber during the
time of the Battle of the Bulge and D-Day. He still flies and goes aloft every June
6th to commemorate D-Day.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason State Bank, in conjunction with the Ingham County
Sheriff's Department, participated in this year's annual Toys for
Tots. Between all branches, they collected many toys of all
varieties for both boys and girls. Mason State Bank employees
were proud to give back to our community. They delivered the
toys to the Sheriff's Department on December 5th.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Source: Masontoday.com

Reward offered for information
in Express Tree Services burglary
Express Tree Services is offering a reward up to $1,000 to anyone with information
leading to an arrest in a burglary that took place at 4:00 a.m. on the night of
December 8, 2013. Two men who were seen on video broke in and stole
approximately $7,000 worth of equipment. If you have any information regarding
this burglary please contact Express Tree Services at 517-676-8171.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2014 Friend of the Fair Award Nominees Sought
In 2014, the Ingham County Fair celebrates 160 years of community, partnerships,
education, and youth development. As they celebrate this milestone, the Fair
Board asks that residents please look at those among us that serve the Ingham
County Fair as a volunteer, leader, or as a supporter and submit an application for
the 2014 Friend of the Fair.
Annually, the Ingham County Fair Board accepts nominations for the Friend of the
Fair award. This award is extended to members of the community that have
demonstrated outstanding leadership, support, and commitment to the Fair, the
youth of the surrounding communities, and the mission of the Ingham County Fair.
If you would like to nominate a deserving member of our community please
complete a Friend of the Fair nomination form, available at the Fair office. You
may submit the nomination form via fax at 517-676-3733, e-mail to
sdargatz@ingham.org, or by mail to the Ingham County Fair office.
The Fair Board will vote for the 2014 Friend of the Fair during their January 13,
2014 meeting, therefore any nomination must be submitted by Friday, January 10,
2014. The Fair Board asks that you please take a few minutes to nominate a
deserving member of our community for their contributions to the Ingham County
Fair. FOF-APP.doc FOF-APP.pdf
Past Friend of the Fair Award Recipients:
Helen Anway

Derwood Dickinson

Walt Ludwick

Pat Sheathelm

Louis Bauer

Dick & June Dickinson

Clarence & Mona Minnis

Bill Sheridan

Joe Bloom

Dorson & Eileen Droscha

Mason Art Guild

Pete & Sara Stid

Merle & Janel Boehmer

Harvey & Carol Fanson

Norm & Carol Oswald

Donald Sommer

Terry Brail

Mary Lou French

Mildred Oesterle

Ginger Kenny-Sweet

Bill & Jan Bravender

Harold Gates

Mike & Sandy O'Malley

Gladys Welker

Delmar & Thelma Carr

Charles "Chuck" Goeke

Alford Powelson

Bill Wheeler

Austin Cavanaugh

Carl & Bonnie Gustafson

Mike Prelesnik

Scott Dunsmore

Larry Cheesboro

Dallas Hyde

Jean Rabidoux

Chuck Chestnut

Jim & Julie Hath

Marion & Jerry Robinson

John Culham

Jan Kelley

Source: Michigan Retailers Association

U.S. small businesses add
staff in November: NFIB
U.S. small businesses added jobs in November for the second straight month,
bolstering the view that job gains across the economy were robust during the
month. The Nashville-based National Federation of Independent Business said on
Thursday that small businesses on average increased their staff by 0.05 workers.
The Labor Department is expected to report on Friday that employers of all sizes
added 180,000 workers to their payrolls last month, just below October's pace of
job creation but likely enough to lower the unemployment rate by a tenth of a
point to 7.2 percent.
Small businesses have lagged gains in the overall job market during the recovery
from the 2007-09 recession, but there are signs of improving sentiment. In
November, 51 percent of owners said they hired or tried to hire in the last three
months. The NFIB said it was the highest level of hiring activity since October 2007,
just before America's recession began.
(Reporting by Jason Lange; Editing by Chizu Nomiyama)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Source: Michigan Retailers Association

Nationally, Main Street Rings in
$5.7B on Small Business Saturday
By Gabrielle Karol FOXBusiness REUTERS
Small Business Saturday - the "Black Friday" for small businesses - started the holiday
season off strong this year, according to early sales data. Consumers spent $5.7 billion
during the national "shop local" campaign held on Saturday, up 3.6% from the $5.5 billion
that was spent last year, according to American Express, which founded the event four
years ago.
"It's actually slightly better than what we found in the big retail space," says Marshal
Cohen, chief industry analyst with consumer research firm NPD. "In big retail we saw about
a 2.5% increase as being reported on what happened over the holiday weekend, so small
business numbers are looking better," says Cohen.
However, big stores have the edge in terms of overall numbers: Shopping analysis firm
ShopperTrak reports consumers spent an estimate of $12.3 billion on Thanksgiving and
Black Friday - more than double the small stores' numbers.
But that isn't raining on Main Street's parade, according to American Express OPEN's Scott
Krugman. "In this type of environment ... with a cautious consumer, any time you see an
increase, you're very satisfied," says Krugman. According to American Express, Small
Business Saturday saw more widespread adoption this year; over 1,500 communities held
shopping events in 50 states, up from 50 communities last year. Consumer awareness of the
day also grew 4% this year, to 71% of Americans, according to the research.
Small business organizations and participating stores say the day was a win-win. "We are
very pleased that so many Americans sought to give back by shopping small this Small

Business Saturday. We hope that support of small firms, retailers, restaurants and other
independent businesses continues throughout the holiday season and all year round.
Continued support of this vital sector is one important way to ensure our economy fully
recovers and a healthy private sector is restored," said NFIB president Dan Danner.
Pure Detroit, a group of apparel stores and cafes profiled by FOXBusiness.com in November
for its innovative Small Business Saturday marketing strategy, says the day delivered heavy
foot traffic. Pure Detroit's "Small Business Passport," created in advance of Saturday's
event, gave discounts to shoppers who visited the 18 participating retailers in the Detroit
area.
"It was amazing ... It was above and beyond our biggest sales day for us," says Pure Detroit
cultural director Ryan Hooper. Hooper says the company had printed 1,000 passports, all of
which are now in circulation.
"We got a lot of solid feedback - people coming in with those passports, and businesses
saying that people they had never seen before were spending money in their shops. It was
a very effective tool," says Hooper, adding the company will be extending the promotion
until the end of January thanks to its success.
Krugman says that is what it's all about. "Small business owners in the last couple of years
have taken ownership of the day, by planning events, discounts and promotions to leverage
this promotional window to drive traffic into stores," says Krugman.
And some are already looking ahead to 2014. "We'll absolutely be participating next year
... It was great to be a part of it," says Hooper.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RED CARPET GALA - SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendar now for the Mason Public Schools Foundation annual Red Carpet Gala to be
held on Saturday, February 1, 2014. Enjoy appetizers, an elegant dinner, silent and live auctions,
cash bar and more! 6 P.M.-10 P.M. MSU Spartan Stadium Tower, 325 W. Shaw Lane, East

Lansing. Reservations at www.masonpsf.org at $50/person. Proceeds to benefit the Mason
Public Schools.

------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the
http://www.masonchamber.org/valuecard.html website.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:

Continuing a 42-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This hardcopy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page
format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are designed to be
removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the
Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional manner
with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 440 key decision-makers in the
Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members,
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also
available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions. Items are
included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency of the
publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion
UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have
submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a
Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the
archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion"
newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also
available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters"
tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All items submitted
are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who
are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to
them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Community Events at: www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWS AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
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