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2008 MASON AREA CHAMBER
AWARD WINNERS SELECTED
Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes
excellence in the Mason area at our annual Awards Dinner. Awards are
presented for Citizen of the Year, Excellence in Education, Excellence in
Business, President’s Award, and Special Recognition. The Chamber's
2008 Annual Awards Dinner will be held the evening of Wednesday,
February 13, 2008 at the Eldorado Golf Course Banquet Center at 3750
W. Howell Road. Approximately 185 people attended the event last year
to honor those awarded. This year, the following awards will be given to
deserving businesses, groups, and individuals:
Shirley Grieve is selected as the Mason
Area Chamber of Commerce’s 2008
Citizen of the Year. This annual award
recognizes individuals who have made
significant contributions to the community
over several years through their caring and
concern. Living in Mason for 38 years, her
activities and memberships include
Capital Area Community Services’
Mason Food Bank and Walk for Warmth,
Kiwanis Club of Mason Golden K,
Mason Optimist Club, St. James Church,
Mason/Holt Eagles, and the County Seat Old Car Club.
The Ingham County Community News awarded her the Agnes
Corner Volunteer of the Year Award in 2004. That award was named
after the very first MACC Citizen of the Year. Shirley Grieve has been
active most recently for Angel House in Mason, an emergency shelter
and assessment center for children. Last year, she raised more than
$50,000 for Angel House. “Shirley represents the very best in our
community when it comes to volunteerism, sacrifice, and commitment,”
says Jim Paparella, executive director of Angel House’s parent agency
Child & Family Services.
Wolverine Engineers & Surveyors is
selected as the Mason Area Chamber’s 2008
Excellence in Business award. This award is
presented to a business for innovation, risk and
growth that represents the entrepreneurial spirit
of business development. Beginning in 1919,
Wolverine has grown and changed to provide quality engineering,
surveying, planning, and design services to local communities and
private clients, including the City of Mason. Community involvement
is also an integral part of their professional operation, as it has been for
over 89 years.
(continued on page 2)
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NEW 2008 MACC
OFFICERS NAMED
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
will have several new officers this year.
Jeff Haueter of Mason A&W Restaurant
will be president, Neil Kentner of
Wynsmoor Manor will be vice president,
Robin King of Independent Bank will
continue as treasurer, and Mark Howe of
Dart Bank will be past president. These
four officers are all chamber board
members and make up the executive
committee of the chamber. The 2008
Mason Area Chamber Board elected these
officers at their December 7, 2007 meeting
for a one-year term that begins January 1,
2008 and ends December 31, 2008.
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MACC TO CELEBRATE
EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Margaret Cottrill of Mason High
School is selected as the recipient of the
Mason Area Chamber’s 2008 Excellence
in Education award. This award
recognizes an educator who best
exemplifies the qualities that inspire
students to learn and value education.
Since 1991, she has taught French and
Spanish at the middle school and high school and does a
tremendous job of reaching all students regardless of their age
level or ability level. She is actively involved in the State
World Language organization and is currently serving as
President of that organization. Mason High School principal
Lance Delbridge says that “Margaret is a joy to work with and
is always willing to do whatever it takes to make life better for
students, staff, and the Mason community.”
Cathy Groce of Cathy E. Groce
Appraisals is selected to receive the
2008 MACC President’s Award. This
award recognizes the contributions
made by an individual to the Mason
Area Chamber’s goals over the past
year. A local real estate appraiser for
many years, she also manages the
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s Arabian Horse Show
each year. Through her dedicated planning and hard work last
year, for the 35th anniversary of the show, Cathy Groce greatly
exceeded income projections and the previous year’s totals for
the annual Chamber fundraiser.
American Legion Browne-Cavender
Post 148 is selected for one of the
Chamber’s 2008 Special Recognition
awards in appreciation for their leadership
in supporting patriotism and pride in our
Mason area community. The post was
chartered in 1919, soon after World War I
veterans returned to the area. Legion members are being
recognized for all their many community-building activities,
but especially for their National Flag Display Program, their
hosting of the Memorial Day parade, and for providing parade
marshal services for the Independence Day parade and the
Mason Holidays Celebration light parade. The post invites all
members of the Mason community to join them in the display
of our National Flag on federal holidays. The post uses this
program as a way to raise funds for youth, veterans’
community, and post-oriented programs and to raise awareness
to display the flag properly. Legion members place a flag and
flagpole (weather permitting, since it is improper to display the
flag during inclement weather) in front of many local
businesses and homes. A yearly agreement is subject to
renewal in November of each year.
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Colleen Briggs of Dart Bank is
selected for the other 2008 Special
Recognition award in appreciation
for her leadership and active
assistance in supporting so many
community events and activities for
many groups over the past several
years in the Mason area. A lender at
the bank, Colleen has been the
driving force behind the annual
Mason Cares Day each September
11th at the fire station. However, you
may also know her from one of her
many other community activities. Currently an adult choir
member at the Eden United Brethren Church, she assists with
their Angel Choir and Girls Ensemble. Colleen Briggs teaches
Junior Church and has assisted with Vacation Bible School.
She is a member of the ECHO (Eden Church Helping Others)
team. A part of the American Cancer Society’s Relay for
Life event for many years, she helped to lead it a couple of
years. For many years she also led the in-house campaign at
Dart Bank for United Way. She has participated in other
walks and fundraising for Alzheimer’s, March of Dimes,
Angel House, Mason Promise Scholarship, Toys for Tots, the
local food bank, Old Newsboys, and the Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce.
The MACC Awards Dinner is
generously supported by Sparrow
Mason Community Health Center’s
Urgent Care. Individual and group
awards are sponsored by many other Chamber members. As
part of the event, recognition is also given to retiring Chamber
Board members and the immediate past president. Prepaid
dinner reservations are $30 per person. Since only limited
reservations are available, people are advised to send their
checks well before the January 31 deadline. Credit card
prepaid reservations are taken by phone at (517) 676-1046.

Ryan Carter, owner of Baja Grille in downtown Mason, and Angie
Cosman of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office look over
plans for Ryan’s new Snap Fitness Center being built on the east side
of Mason. The center will be located on Temple Street south of Ash
Street near the Ingham County Fairgrounds.
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Ingham County will be holding its
annual Mardi Gras banquet and
celebration on Tuesday, February 5 at
the Wheatfield Inn at 2335 Williamston
Road just south of Williamston. For
more information call Liz Hogg at
(517) 655-1872. Early plans for the 2nd
annual Mardi Gras banquet include a community dinner
emphasis which will garner support and partnership with area
groups and organizations. Habitat plans to ask local groups,
caterers, and restaurants to provide a course for the meal.
This will also help to promote the sponsoring organizations
and businesses. Please let Liz know if your group or business
would like to donate a course.
The City of Mason invites you to participate in a community
workshop to gather ideas on recreation opportunities within
the city. Your input will help them update their five-year
recreation plan. Recreation opportunities are important in
promoting many aspects of our community. The City of
Mason strives to provide citizens with important health and
exercise benefits, family and community bonding
opportunities, and relaxing leisure opportunities through
recreational facilities. Attend one of the workshop sessions
on Thursday, January 17 and Tuesday, January 22, 2008
from 6:30 to 8 PM in the basement Community Room at City
Hall, 201 W. Ash Street.
The Michigan Department of Transportation (M-DOT) is
beginning the M-36 reconstruction project very soon. This
will greatly affect most area businesses and residents. MDOT will hold informational sessions at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street in
Mason, on Wednesday, January 30, 2008. Attend either
session, with one from 2 to 4 PM and the other from 6 to 8
PM and have your questions addressed. The City, DDA and
Chamber staff will attend.
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WELCOME TO OUR
NEW MACC MEMBERS
Please welcome the following new Chamber members:

Capital Area Community Services, Inc.
Rural Ingham Service Center
407 N. Cedar Street
Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 676-1065
ybotello@cacs-inc.org
www.cacs-inc.org
Yolanda Botello, Coordinator
CACS’s service center for rural Ingham County is
opening doors to opportunity and pathways to selfsufficiency through its many assistance programs,
including food, housing, and child development. They
are building partnerships and strengthening families
through a family-focused system of support.

Renee’s Gourmet
991 N. College Road
Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 202-9889
reneesgourmet@comcast.net
http://reneesgourmet.ezchef.net
Renee Metts, Personal Chef
Renee’s Gourmet’s personal chef cooks delicious meals
in the homes of clients and provides complete heating
directions. As part of each client’s preparation, the
personal chef customizes meals, determines dinnertime
favorites, allergies and dislikes, and then shops for the
freshest ingredients.

New York Life

CHAMBER JOB POSITION POSTING:
Part-time Program Assistant. Responsible for limited aspects of
planning and implementation of meetings, festivals, and special events
for Mason Area Chamber of Commerce. Applicable college courses in
marketing and management desired. Experience in the field or related
area required, experience in volunteer coordination, providing
sponsorship value, and contract negotiations desired. MS Office
software familiarity required, Microsoft Project familiarity desired.
Certified Meeting Professional (CMP) status or interest in the field
desired. Works under supervision of executive director. Ten hours per
week at $11 per hour with no benefits firm. Hours flexible, but usually
between 9 and 3, Monday through Friday, except during meetings,
festivals, and special events. Send resume and cover letter to Mason
Area Chamber of Commerce; 148 E. Ash Street; Mason, MI 48854;
masonchamber@masonchamber.org; Fax (517) 676-8504. No phone
calls please.

2150 Association Drive
Okemos, MI 48864
Phone: (616) 446-2041
Melissa Erickson
Melissa Erickson is a New York Life agent for the
Mason area and focuses on Long-Term Care Insurance.
She helps people understand what long-term care
insurance policies cover, how and when the policies pay
benefits, and who should obtain coverage. She will help
you with key issues of long–term care insurance to
decide if LTC is right for you. For example, businesses
that are C corporations do LTC as a complete write-off.
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2008 Schedule of Chamber Events
EVENT
MACC Awards Dinner
Good Morning, Mason!
MACC Member Mixer
Good Morning, Mason!
Spring Fling Weekend
Spring Fling Courthouse Show
Thursday Night Live!
MACC Horse Show
Thursday Night Live!
Good Morning, Mason!
Thursday Night Live!
Independence Day Celebration & Parade
Thursday Night Live!
Thursday Night Live!

DAY & DATE
Wednesday, February 13
Thursday, February 28
Thursday, March 20
Thursday, April 24
May 1 to 4
Saturday, May 3
Thursday, May 29
June 6, 7, & 8
Thursday, June 12
Thursday, June 26
Thursday, June 26
Friday, July 4
Thursday, July 10
Thursday, July 24

EVENT
Ingham County Fair Week
MACC Golf Classic & Mixer
Thursday Night Live!
Good Morning, Mason!
Thursday Night Live!
Down Home Days Weekend
Thursday Night Live!
Down Home Days Family Walk
Down Home Days Courthouse Show
MACC Raffle Party
Good Morning, Mason!
Mason Holidays Celebration & Parade
“Holiday Party” Member Mixer
Good Morning, Mason!

DAY & DATE
July 28 to August 2
Thursday, August 7
Thursday, August 14
Thursday, August 28
Thursday, August 28
September 18 to 21
Thursday, September 18
Friday, September 19
Saturday, September 20
Saturday, October 18
Thursday, October 30
Friday, November 28
Thursday, December 4
Thursday, December 11

2008 Board of Directors
Jeff Haueter .................................................................................................... President
Mason A&W Restaurant
Neil Kentner .......................................................................................... Vice-President
Wynsmoor Manor
Robin King.....................................................................................................Treasurer
Independent Bank
Mark Howe ............................................................................................ Past President
Dart Bank

Tom Botsford................................................................................ EAA Chapter 55
Joe Dean ..................................................................................... Coventry Players
Lance Delbridge ................................................................. Mason Public Schools
Kim Gorrell ................................................ B-Dry System of S. Central Michigan
Phil Preston ...................................................................... Gestamp US HardTech
Jamie Robinson ................................................................. Darrell’s Supermarket
Kathy Smith.......................................................................... ServiceMaster Clean
Ron Tatro...................................................................... Mason Orchestral Society
Bob Warnke...............................................................................Mason State Bank

Doug Klein ….. Executive Director
Bonnie Root ….. Administrative Assistant
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2008 PROGRAM OF WORK
OUR MISSION:

The Chamber of Commerce team of members promotes community pride, stimulates an awareness of the
community and promotes economic growth in the Mason area.

2008 ACTION PLAN
GOAL 1. Economic Development – Support the facilitation and promotion of economic development
consistent with “Mason Values” in the Mason area.
A. In cooperation with local realtors, maintain a list of vacant commercial and industrial property to share with entrepreneurs and
businesses seeking to locate or expand in the Mason area. Maintain a list of rental residential properties. Publish the lists on the
Chamber’s website.
B. Encourage networking among local residents who are starting new businesses with specific programs to promote the availability of
entrepreneurial training, education, counseling, and other resources.
C. Support the business retention and attraction efforts of local agencies (regional, county, township, and city) through active member
mentoring -- to identify and help resolve issues that will help keep existing businesses here and bring in needed businesses to the Mason
area.
D. Actively search for businesses that have a high likelihood of success in our community and are complimentary to existing businesses.
Solicit specific niche expansions for existing businesses or partnerships when appropriate to meet community needs.

GOAL 2. Member Networking – Provide leadership to bring attention to and increase the vitality of the
Chamber and the community.
A. To help business owners, managers, and employees build better relationships, continue to sponsor and expand activities that offer
business networking. Networking events planned for 2008 include six Good Morning, Mason! programs, the Annual Awards Dinner in
February, the Golf Outing in August, and Member Mixers including the Holiday Party Mixer in December.
B. Implement membership recruitment and involvement programs that will retain and increase Chamber membership.
C. Seek opportunities to mentor new members. Encourage volunteer leadership and involvement of all members in Chamber programs
and activities.
D. Represent and promote the Chamber and its members at ribbon cuttings, open houses, and member activities. Offer “visitors center”
services at local events.

GOAL 3. Community Identity – Encourage local commerce of all kinds – retail, service, and manufacturing
– with an integrated community identity of “Hometown U.S.A.”
A. Be partners with the Mason Downtown Development Authority, the City of Mason, Ingham County, and others to maintain the
attractive appearance of the downtown area throughout the year.
B. Coordinating and hosting community events that bring visibility to member businesses and provide them the opportunity to participate
in the community.
C. Provide leadership to help businesses market their products and services to the local community by promoting opportunities for
cooperative promotional campaigns among members and other businesses and organizations.
D. Revitalize the Member Value Card and Gift Certificate programs to increase local commerce and business opportunities with and
among Chamber members.

GOAL 4. Membership Services – Be a resource to serve the needs of Chamber members and the business
community.
A. Develop and implement programs to retain and increase Chamber membership, to provide valuable services to members, and
to maintain the ability of the Chamber to carry out its mission.
B. Promote courses, seminars, and other resources to help members gain business knowledge and skills. Develop a variety of
opportunities existing businesses can use to become more efficient and effective.
C. Help to grow the Chamber’s Hometown U.S.A. investments funds by sponsoring and coordinating fundraising events, such as the
MACC Raffle and Party in October and the MACC Horse Show in June.
D. Promote the community activities and events of members and other groups in the Mason area that increase the awareness of our
community, provide worthwhile activities for residents, and bring visitors into our community.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Your Chamber of Commerce serves the Mason area community in a variety of ways – helping to expand
the business community, bringing attention and visibility to the Mason area, encouraging shopping at local
businesses and being a resource to help serve the needs of our businesses. We achieve our mission with the
help of many volunteers who give their time, talent and leadership skills to help make the Mason area a
great place to live and work. Our Program of Work for 2008 touches on the many areas where the
Chamber helps the Mason area maintain its reputation as a vibrant and exciting place to be. The Chamber
will continue to host community events to bring visitors into our community and provide an opportunity for
our residents to gather together and renew friendships. Providing networking opportunities among business
owners, managers and employees continues to be an important Chamber function and many networking
events are offered during the year. If you can find the time to volunteer for at least one committee, activity or event, I know you will find it
rewarding both in the achievement you feel and in the new personal contacts you will make. Call the Chamber office to let us know how you
would like to do your part in keeping our community a great place to call home.

-- Jeff Haueter, 2008 President - Mason Area Chamber of Commerce

2008 PROGRAM OF WORK VISION AND THEME
Buy locally.
It’s good for our community and good for our future.
To promote long-term prosperity in the Mason area, our 2008 vision will remain one centered on
continuing efforts to shift more buying behavior of residents, visitors, and organizations toward
support of our local businesses. We still need to consciously plan a future that will encourage placing
more value on commerce in our community. Each time we spend a dollar, we would do well to weigh the full value of our choices, not
solely to ourselves immediately, but for the future we want in our own hometown. We need to recognize the impact of our dollars and
support institutions that benefit our common interests.
It's time people in our community stop paying the higher costs to our local economy when we allow the Mason area to gradually lose
its local business base. We need to commit ourselves to reducing the flow of our hard-earned money to other areas, regions, states, and
countries. Local businesses create a multiplier effect in our community’s economy of three to five times. Local businesses not only
employ local people, they employ a wide array of supporting services. They hire architects, designers, shops, sign makers and contractors
for construction. Local businesses make opportunities grow for local accountants, insurance agents, computer consultants, attorneys,
advertising outlets and others.
Local retailers and distributors also often carry a higher percentage of locally-made goods, creating more jobs for local producers.
Small manufacturers are also affected since they rely on local retailers to give their new products a chance. Local retailers are more likely
to take a chance with the goods of a new manufacturer, or a product that is not part of a national sales plan. Therefore, small manufacturers
and a wide variety of service industries have a clear stake in the health of local retailers.
Retailers sift through competing goods and services to find those that appeal to their customers. Even though a single local shop may
have a smaller selection than a big city outlet, a multiplicity of retailers creates great diversity. For example, when local retailers buy for
their local customers' tastes, the cumulative effect is demand for a wider variety. Our freedom of choice is imperiled when a few buyers
from internationally-oriented businesses choose what reaches consumers. This may be only mildly disturbing for most consumer goods,
but truly frightening when you consider the impact on our choice of technology, news and other modes of expression.
When asked to name our favorite restaurant, cafe, or shop, we almost always cite a unique local business (look at the results of the
latest Ingham County Community News "People’s Choice" poll as proof). We embrace the idea of distinctive businesses with local
character, but often forget their survival depends on our patronage. It is easy for us to get so consumed by efficiency that we forget how
much of our lives we spend eating out, shopping, online, and doing other business. We owe it to ourselves to consider the quality of our
buying experiences, and understand the long-term benefits when we choose a community-based business.
Local owners, managers and employees with much of their life invested in their businesses have a natural interest in the long-term
health of our community. Community-based businesses are essential to charitable endeavors, frequently serving on local boards, and
supporting a variety of causes. Not all local businesses are models to follow, and big is not necessarily a bad thing, but the overall impacts
are clear: local businesses play a vital role in our community that internationally-oriented businesses rarely do. For example:
 local businesses make more of their own purchases locally.
 more of the profits from local businesses recirculate in the community.
 local businesses have employees with more diverse skills, employing more managerial
and professional people locally.
Our vision is simple: our dollars make a difference. Supporting local businesses is the best choice to insure the economic future of
Mason, Michigan – Hometown U.S.A.
http://reclaimdemocracy.org/independent_business/local_business_benefits.html - http://reclaimdemocracy.org/independent_business/local_ownership_pays.html - http://www.oaklandunwrapped.org/support/economy.html http://news.bookweb.org/features/4613.html

ANNUAL AWARDS
Citizen of the Year – An individual who has made significant contributions to the community over several years
through their caring and concern.

Excellence in Business – A business that has demonstrated innovation, risk and growth that represents the
entrepreneurial spirit of business development.

Excellence in Education – A teacher who best exemplifies the teaching qualities that inspire students to learn
and value education.

President’s Award – A person or group of persons who have made significant contributions to the Chamber’s
goals over the past year.

Special Recognition – A person, group of persons, or organization that has made significant contributions to the
community or to the Chamber usually within the recent past. This is an opportunity to highlight people, events, or
programs that have made an impact in the community or in support of Chamber programs.
This is a list of Chamber award winners through 2008:

Citizen of the Year

President’s Award

Excellence in Business

Aggie Corner – 1987
Jenny Dart – 1988
Donald Cairns – 1989
Rollin Dart – 1990
Terry Shultis – 1991
Mary Jo Leonard – 1992
Wendy Pulver – 1993
Jim Blauvelt– 1994
Frank Guerriero – 1995
Claude Cady – 1996
Jackie Lawrence – 1997
Virginia Schlichter – 1998
Sue Parsons – 1999
Stan Jordan – 2000
Tom & Rose Mary Hopp – 2001
Ray Perkins – 2002
Larry Howe – 2003
Bob Ware – 2004
Jack Davis – 2005
Doug Williams – 2006
Don Jacot – 2007
Shirley Grieve – 2008

Dick Roberts – 1996
Craig Goble – 1997
Liz Hogg & Tom Marriott – 1998
MACC Golf Outing Committee – 1999
Jeff Haueter – 2000
Jeanine Christman – 2001
Tom Bergeon – 2002
Kerry Ferguson – 2003
Doug Klein – 2004
Russ Whipple – 2005
Arnold Short – 2006
Ron Tatro – 2007
Cathy Groce – 2008

Vision Real Estate – 1996
Joseph A. Young & Associates – 1997
Mason Community News – 1998
AeroGenesis Aviation – 1999
Grove’s Motorsports – 2000
Cayenne Grill – 2001
Bestsellers Books & Coffee Co. – 2002
Merindorf Meats – 2003
Done-Right Auto & RV – 2004
Service Master Clean – 2005
Gestamp U.S. HardTech – 2006
Sheridan Realty & Auction – 2007
Wolverine Engineers & Surveyors – 2008

Excellence in Education
Special Recognition
Mary Lou French – 1996
Cheryl Roe – 1997
Margaret Edgar – 1998
Sandra Haynes – 1999
Debbie Blauvelt – 2000
Jana Stewart – 2002
John Berry – 2003
Margaret Doolittle – 2004
Michele Shafer – 2005
Kathy Horton – 2006
Barb Buda – 2007
Margaret Cottrill – 2008

MACC Balloon Rally Committee – 2002
John & Betty Brazier – 2003
Mason Optimist Club and Mason DDA – 2004
Joe Watkins – 2004
Care Free Medical & Gorsline-Runciman – 2005
Sheren Wright – 2005
Mason Area Historical Society – 2006
Jeff Haueter – 2007
Mason Promise Scholarship – 2007
Colleen Briggs – 2008
American Legion Post 148 – 2008

Your Invitation to an Evening of Excellence…

MASON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2008 AWARDS DINNER
To Honor the 2008 Recipients of:
The Citizen of the Year Award
Shirley Grieve
The Excellence in Business Award
Wolverine Engineers
& Surveyors

The President’s Award
Cathy Groce
Special Recognition
American Legion Post 148
and Colleen Briggs

The Excellence in Education Award
Margaret Cottrill

Wednesday, February 13, 2007
Eldorado Golf Course ~ 3750 W. Howell Road
$30.00 per person
5:30-6:30 ~ Social Hour ~ Cash Bar
6:30 ~ Dinner
Our Awards Dinner is generously supported by the
st

Please RSVP by Thursday, January 31
st
Reservations cannot be accepted after January 31 nor will any be available at the door
Please return the form below to the Chamber office before January 31, 2008
148 E. Ash Street ~ Mason, MI 48854 ~ Fax 676-8504 ~ E-mail: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Questions 676-1046

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MACC 2008 AWARDS DINNER
The following people will attend from ____________________________

1. ____________________________________ 5. ___________________________________
2. ____________________________________ 6. ___________________________________
3. ____________________________________ 7. ___________________________________
4. ____________________________________ 8. ___________________________________
Payment Enclosed
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