
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008 MASON AREA CHAMBER 

AWARD WINNERS SELECTED 

 

   Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes 

excellence in the Mason area at our annual Awards Dinner. Awards are 

presented for Citizen of the Year, Excellence in Education, Excellence in 

Business, President’s Award, and Special Recognition. The Chamber's 

2008 Annual Awards Dinner will be held the evening of Wednesday, 

February 13, 2008 at the Eldorado Golf Course Banquet Center at 3750 

W. Howell Road. Approximately 185 people attended the event last year 

to honor those awarded.  This year, the following awards will be given to 

deserving businesses, groups, and individuals:  

   Shirley Grieve is selected as the Mason 

Area Chamber of Commerce’s 2008 

Citizen of the Year. This annual award 

recognizes individuals who have made 

significant contributions to the community 

over several years through their caring and 

concern. Living in Mason for 38 years, her 

activities and memberships include 

Capital Area Community Services’ 

Mason Food Bank and Walk for Warmth, 

Kiwanis Club of Mason Golden K, 

Mason Optimist Club, St. James Church, 

Mason/Holt Eagles, and the County Seat Old Car Club.    

   The Ingham County Community News awarded her the Agnes 

Corner Volunteer of the Year Award in 2004.  That award was named 

after the very first MACC Citizen of the Year.  Shirley Grieve has been 

active most recently for Angel House in Mason, an emergency shelter 

and assessment center for children.   Last year, she raised more than 

$50,000 for Angel House.  “Shirley represents the very best in our 

community when it comes to volunteerism, sacrifice, and commitment,” 

says Jim Paparella, executive director of Angel House’s parent agency 

Child & Family Services.   

   Wolverine Engineers & Surveyors is 

selected as the Mason Area Chamber’s 2008 

Excellence in Business award. This award is 

presented to a business for innovation, risk and 

growth that represents the entrepreneurial spirit 

of business development. Beginning in 1919, 

Wolverine has grown and changed to provide quality engineering, 

surveying, planning, and design services to local communities and 

private clients, including the City of Mason.  Community involvement 

is also an integral part of their professional operation, as it has been for 

over 89 years.                                                           (continued on page 2) 
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NEW 2008 MACC 

OFFICERS NAMED 

 

The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

will have several new officers this year.  

Jeff Haueter of Mason A&W Restaurant 

will be president, Neil Kentner of 

Wynsmoor Manor will be vice president, 

Robin King of Independent Bank will 

continue as treasurer, and Mark Howe of 

Dart Bank will be past president.  These 

four officers are all chamber board 

members and make up the executive 

committee of the chamber.  The 2008 

Mason Area Chamber Board elected these 

officers at their December 7, 2007 meeting 

for a one-year term that begins January 1, 

2008 and ends December 31, 2008. 



MACC TO CELEBRATE 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

 

 

   Margaret Cottrill of Mason High 

School is selected as the recipient of the 

Mason Area Chamber’s 2008 Excellence 

in Education award. This award 

recognizes an educator who best 

exemplifies the qualities that inspire 

students to learn and value education.  

Since 1991, she has taught French and 

Spanish at the middle school and high school and does a 

tremendous job of reaching all students regardless of their age 

level or ability level.  She is actively involved in the State 

World Language organization and is currently serving as 

President of that organization. Mason High School principal 

Lance Delbridge says that “Margaret is a joy to work with and 

is always willing to do whatever it takes to make life better for 

students, staff, and the Mason community.” 

 

Cathy Groce of Cathy E. Groce 

Appraisals is selected to receive the 

2008 MACC President’s Award. This 

award recognizes the contributions 

made by an individual to the Mason 

Area Chamber’s goals over the past 

year. A local real estate appraiser for 

many years, she also manages the 

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s Arabian Horse Show 

each year.  Through her dedicated planning and hard work last 

year, for the 35

th

 anniversary of the show, Cathy Groce greatly 

exceeded income projections and the previous year’s totals for 

the annual Chamber fundraiser. 

 

American Legion Browne-Cavender 

Post 148 is selected for one of the 

Chamber’s 2008 Special Recognition 

awards in appreciation for their leadership 

in supporting patriotism and pride in our 

Mason area community. The post was 

chartered in 1919, soon after World War I 

veterans returned to the area.  Legion members are being 

recognized for all their many community-building activities, 

but especially for their National Flag Display Program, their 

hosting of the Memorial Day parade, and for providing parade 

marshal services for the Independence Day parade and the 

Mason Holidays Celebration light parade.  The post invites all 

members of the Mason community to join them in the display 

of our National Flag on federal holidays.  The post uses this 

program as a way to raise funds for youth, veterans’ 

community, and post-oriented programs and to raise awareness 

to display the flag properly. Legion members place a flag and 

flagpole (weather permitting, since it is improper to display the 

flag during inclement weather) in front of many local 

businesses and homes.  A yearly agreement is subject to 

renewal in November of each year. 

 

Colleen Briggs of Dart Bank is 

selected for the other 2008 Special 

Recognition award in appreciation 

for her leadership and active 

assistance in supporting so many 

community events and activities for 

many groups over the past several 

years in the Mason area. A lender at 

the bank, Colleen has been the 

driving force behind the annual 

Mason Cares Day each September 

11

th

 at the fire station. However, you 

may also know her from one of her 

many other community activities.  Currently an adult choir 

member at the Eden United Brethren Church, she assists with 

their Angel Choir and Girls Ensemble. Colleen Briggs teaches 

Junior Church and has assisted with Vacation Bible School.  

She is a member of the ECHO (Eden Church Helping Others) 

team.   A part of the American Cancer Society’s Relay for 

Life event for many years, she helped to lead it a couple of 

years. For many years she also led the in-house campaign at 

Dart Bank for United Way.  She has participated in other 

walks and fundraising for Alzheimer’s, March of Dimes, 

Angel House, Mason Promise Scholarship, Toys for Tots, the 

local food bank, Old Newsboys, and the Mason Area 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

The MACC Awards Dinner is 

generously supported by Sparrow 

Mason Community Health Center’s 

Urgent Care. Individual and group 

awards are sponsored by many other Chamber members. As 

part of the event, recognition is also given to retiring Chamber 

Board members and the immediate past president. Prepaid 

dinner reservations are $30 per person.  Since only limited  

reservations are available, people are advised to send their 

checks well before the January 31 deadline.  Credit card 

prepaid reservations are taken by phone at (517) 676-1046. 
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Ryan Carter, owner of Baja Grille in downtown Mason, and Angie 

Cosman of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office look over 

plans for Ryan’s new Snap Fitness Center being built on the east side 

of Mason.  The center will be located on Temple Street south of Ash 

Street near the Ingham County Fairgrounds. 


