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MASON’S DOWN HOME DAYS TO
CELEBRATE 35TH ANNIVERSARY
Mason’s 35th anniversary Down Home Days will be held Thursday through Sunday,
on September 18 through 21. Go to www.masonchamber.org and click on “Down
Home Days” for the latest information.
Down Home Days starts off on Thursday, September 18 with the last concert in the
fourth season of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s “Thursday Night Live”
series sponsored by Independent Bank. This free concert on the Ingham County
Courthouse lawn starts at 6:00 p.m. and is sponsored by Dart Container
Corporation. It features the Mason High School Band and Cheer Squad. The
Mason Optimist Club will be selling hotdogs, chips and pop to benefit youth
programs before and during the concert.
Also at the concert, the annual Mason Area United Way campaign will do their
kickoff at a booth on the west lawn of the Ingham County Courthouse in downtown
Mason. Volunteers will be on hand to explain how contributions are used to benefit so
many in the Mason community.
On Friday, September 19 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., the Mason Kiwanis Club will be
selling BBQ chicken sandwiches from the Mason Fire Station at 221 W. Ash Street.
The St. James Knights of Columbus will have a fall dinner at family-friendly prices at
their church on S. Lansing Street that evening as well. After dinner, everyone is
encouraged to take a stroll on the Hayhoe Riverwalk with their friends, families and
neighbors from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The start/finish is on the south side of Ash Street
across from Lee Austin Park near the Mason Fire Station where free food, giveaways
and more will be available. The walk is hosted by the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce and sponsored by Physiotherapy Associates as part of the Chamber’s
“Hometown U.S.A.” activities.
The signature event of Down Home Days begins
in the morning of Saturday, September 20, with the
35th anniversary Courthouse Show in downtown
Mason. Michelle Davis of the Greater Lansing
Shopping Guide, chair of the Mason Area Chamber
of Commerce’s Down Home Days committee, says
that “our estimates are that between 4,000 and 6,000
people attend the show each year.” She added that
the show features a mix of arts & crafts, flea market,
food vendors, entertainment, and community group
booths. The show runs from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Saturday only.
Elaine Ferris, the market master for the Mason Farmers Market, says that “the
market will take place as it does every Saturday morning this time of year on Maple
Street.” She adds that “some vendors stay later than noon to continue selling during the
afternoon hours.” Also on Saturday, the Mason Area Historical Society will have
their pie sale at Mason Area Historical Museum, 200 E. Oak Street in Mason, starting
at 10 a.m. The Friends of the Mason Library will hold their annual book and plant
sale at the Mason Library, 145 W. Ash Street.
Rummage sales will abound in the Mason area during Down Home Days, with the
fourth annual “Treasures” Sale by Mason College Club taking place on Saturday in the
pavilion by Lee Austin Park, near the corner of Ash and Lansing Streets in Mason.
Down Home Days ends on Sunday, September 21 with a Mason Area Open House
event for the residential properties for sale or rent throughout the community. A map
and times and directions to all the open houses is available at several booths during
Saturday’s courthouse show and online soon with a link from the Chamber’s
www.masonchamber.org homepage.
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BUILD MASON VALUES: MENTOR
MASON AREA ENTREPRENEURS
The Mason Area Entrepreneurs Club believes that as
a Mason area business owner or manager, you relate
well to others who are also running a business. Brian
Tort of Central Solutions, Inc., president of the club,
thinks that you can “also relate to people who are
thinking of starting a small business in the Mason
area.” Are you willing to share your expertise with
those who ask for it? If so, you can help new
entrepreneurs realize that being on your own doesn’t
mean you have to be alone. You can mentor other
area entrepreneurs by answering their questions about
running a business.
The format of their fifth meeting is again a guided
group discussion. It is an open sharing session on
questions that are of interest to entrepreneurs. The
meeting runs from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday,
September 25, 2008 at Mason’s City Hall
Community Room (enter in the back door), and just
go down the stairs, at 201 W. Ash Street. The session
is free and snacks and beverages are provided by
sponsors.
No one may actively solicit at the meeting. There
are no dues or cost to attend. A speaker will present
on “finding financing,” followed by informal
networking and the guided group discussion.

2

MASON in Motion

SEPTEMBER 2008

WORN-OUT FLAGS NEED TO GO
Replacing your U.S. flag? American Legion Browne/Cavender
Post #148 has installed a flag box at the Mason Area Historical
Museum at 200 E. Oak Street. Please dispose all your old U.S.
flags (any size) properly by placing them into the flag box. Also,
Legion members invite you to join them in the display of your new
national flag (except in inclement weather) on the holidays listed
below: Patriots Day on Sept. 11th, 2008; POW-MIA Day on Sept. 19th,
2008; Gold Star Mothers Day on Sept. 21st, 2008; Veterans Day on Nov.
11th, 2008; Armed Forces Day on May 16th, 2009; Memorial Day on May
25th, 2009; Flag Day on June 14th, 2009; and Independence Day on July
4th, 2009.
The Post has an easy

TWO MORE “THURSDAY
NIGHT LIVE” CONCERTS
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets to downtown Mason
on Thursday evening, August 28 to hear the Mason Area Idol
finals at 6:00 p.m. sponsored by City Limits Sports Grill.
This is the seventh of eight concerts in Mason’s fourth season
of “Thursday Night Live!,” a summer series of live musical
entertainment hosted by the Chamber and presented by
Independent Bank. Concerts are free and are scheduled for
select Thursdays through the middle of September, weather
permitting.
The Mason Optimist Club will again be selling hot dogs,
chips and pop right on the Courthouse lawn. Many
downtown stores and restaurants will be open before and
after the event.
The
entertainment
series concludes with
the Mason High School
Band on Thursday,
September 18 at 6:00
p.m., led by Beth
Bousfield, MHS Band
Director. The Mason
High School Cheer
Squad will join them in the program sponsored by Dart
Container Corporation. This last concert will also mark the
kickoff of the Mason Area United Way campaign and the
beginning of Mason’s 35th anniversary Down Home Days
weekend, September 18 through 21.
The Mason Orchestral Society announces
the start of its 33rd season. New members
are always welcome. Rehearsals begin
September 2nd for the Mason Symphony (formerly the Mason
Community Orchestra) and on September 8th for the Mason
Philharmonic (formerly the Mason Youth Symphony). Rehearsals are
held in the Mason Middle School band room (235 Temple St.)
throughout the school year from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. The Mason
Symphony, under the direction of Beau Benson, is looking for any
string players as well as percussionists & trumpet players with
advanced level skills. The Mason Philharmonic, under the
direction of David Schultz, is looking for strings, winds & brass
players. The Philharmonic is open to all ages and playing abilities.
For information visit www.masonorchestras.org or call Kay
Rinker-O’Neil at 676-3678.

program they use as a way
to raise funds for youth,
veterans,
seniors,
community
and
postoriented programs and to
raise awareness. Post #148
will place a flag and flagpole
(weather permitting, as it is
improper to display flag
during inclement weather) in
front of your business or home, by 7:00 a.m. The flag will
be removed by 6:00 p.m. the same day, for dawn to dusk
display.
The fee is $40.00 per year. For that fee, Post #148 will
provide and maintain a 4’ x 6’ Flag, a 10’ flagpole and
holder (if one is not installed in the sidewalk by the City of
Mason) as part of the agreement. The agreement is subject
to renewal in November of each year.
By subscribing to this simple program, people in Mason can join
their neighbors in displaying the flag proudly. Contact Bob Raab,
commander of American Legion Post #148, at (517) 676-1651.

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
The Mason Orchestral Society will present classical guitarist
Beau Benson in a recital on Friday, September 5, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary of the Mason First Church of the Nazarene,
located at 415 E. Maple Street in Mason. He will perform music of
Spain and Italy dating from the Renaissance to the 19th century.
Tickets are $10 at the door, and all proceeds will benefit the Mason
Orchestral Society. For more information, please visit MOS at
their www.masonorchestras.org website.
Don’t miss the opportunity to talk with your own personal
counselor through the Service Corps of Retired Executives,
SCORE, an association of experienced business professionals who
serve as volunteers/mentors for new business startups or businesses
in need of specialized counseling. Sponsored by the U.S. Small
Business Administration, counseling and advice is free and can
take place in the Lansing Chamber office or at your own business
site. A more local connection to SCORE is through counselor and
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce member Ed Souders. He can
work with folks either at the SCORE office in Lansing, or at his
home in Mason. Ed Souders was IBM's outstate executive prior to
starting Entré Computer Services in 1983. He and his wife Lillian
sold the business in 2000 to Analysts International. He specializes
in business planning and marketing. He is particularly looking to
help small businesses that may be struggling. For more
information, call Doug Klein at our MACC office at 676-1046.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
SOCIAL SECURITY OR WORK AFTER AGE 62?
Please welcome the following new Chamber members:

Green Park Townhomes
400 Green Park Drive
Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 244-1135
Fax: (517) 244-1136
Joanne Ball
www.kmgprestige.com
Green Park Townhomes offers luxury living based on income. 2 bedrooms/1.5
baths, 3 bedrooms/2 baths, water, sewer, trash included. Stove, refrigerator, washer,
dryer, dishwasher, garbage disposal, central air, prewired cable TV, high speed
internet, telephone service.

Maple Street Mall
108 W. Maple Street
Mason, MI 48854
Phone: (517) 244-9444
Debbie Hedemark
Maple Street Mall houses vendors of antiques, collectibles and hand-crafted items.
Maple Street Mall is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

INGHAM COUNTY VETERANS DAY
PARADE TO HAPPEN HERE IN MASON
American Legion Browne/Cavender Post #148 & Veterans of
Foreign Wars Jean R. Anderson Post #7309 represent the
veterans’ organizations of Mason, the Ingham County Seat. This
year, they are inviting all veterans and veterans’ organizations in
Ingham County to join with them on Tuesday, November 11, 2008
in a county-wide Veterans Day parade in honor of area veterans.
The parade will step off from the south Mason High School
parking lot, located 1001 South Barnes Street, at 4:00 p.m. All
persons and units that want to participate should be at the parking
lot by 3:30 p.m. in order to be positioned in the parade. Before
that, the organizers ask that you fill out a parade entry form that can
be obtained by calling (517) 676-5358 or (517) 676-1803 and
leaving your name and address. The form will then be mailed to
you.
The organizers hope that military units located in central
Michigan will participate. “We want them to have representation in
this parade so the community can show continuing support for
those who have served so long and so well, as many of them have
been deployed more than once, says Bob Raab, commander of
American Legion Post #148.
Bob Raab adds, “America is free today because of its veterans
and their sacrifice, so please plan on attending this parade and
showing your support and thanks for a job well done. We are
encouraging countywide participation.”
Both Mason veterans’ posts encourage all schools located in
Ingham County show support by sending their bands to play martial
music and march in the Ingham County Veteran’s Day Parade.
The Small Business and Technical Development Center at LCC
announces its Fall Entrepreneurship Series: “Business Start-up 1-23” on Thursday, September 18, 2008. The series will run all day, but
you can take only one or two of the three modules if your time is
limited. The modules are: Creating an Effective Business Plan, The
Successful Marketing Plan, and Legal Issues in Starting a Small
Business. The cost is FREE, but you must register in advance. Call
for registration, location and other details at (517) 483-1921 or visit
www.misbtdc.org and click on the training events tab.

An MSU economist’s study of the effect of the Social Security
earnings test on our labor supply challenges the results of at least
seven previous studies, according to a recent MSU publication.
Steven Haider, professor of economics, found that three times as
many workers quit working to avoid the tax on Social Security
income received before full retirement age than previous studies
reported.
Currently, Social Security beneficiaries between the ages of 62 and
the full retirement age—66 for those turning 65 this year—have $1
in benefits withheld for every $2 they make in annual earnings
greater than about $13,560. That amounts to a 50 percent tax. The
full retirement age gradually will be increased to 67 by 2022,
meaning more people will be subject to the tax.
Haider and co-researcher David Loughran of RAND Corp. studied
the responses of more than 350,000 Social Security beneficiaries
over almost three decades. While the study analyzed male workers,
Haider says he has conducted parallel research that shows the trend
also holds true for female workers.
More men than previously believed reduced the number of hours
they worked or even stopped working to avoid losing Social Security
benefits—a trend that has a “sizeable effect” on the U.S. labor force,
Haider says.
“The retirement earnings test has been a disincentive for the elderly
to work,” he says. “It likely will become even more binding,
because as the retirement age changes, more people are going to be
facing this disincentive.”
Haider predicts that pressure to eliminate the earnings test will
grow, both because the labor force participation rate of the elderly
has been increasing for the last decade and because the legislated
changes in the full retirement age mean a broader age range of
individuals will be subject to the tax. Funding for the study came
from the Social Security Administration and the National Institute on
Aging.

MORE NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
The next meeting of the Mason Area Historical Society will
be on Monday, September 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mason
Area Historical Museum, 200 E. Oak Street in Mason. There
will be a special guest: former State Representative John
Stewart, nephew of James H. VanderVen and Dorothy Ferris.
John Stewart was a 21-year librarian at Mason Public
Schools.
He will discuss James H. VanderVen,
Superintendent 1946 – 1964 of Mason Public Schools. A
special invitation is extended to all employees of the Mason
Public School District. For further information contact
info@masonmuseum.org by e-mail.
Mason Coventry Players will present
RUMORS by Neil Simon this next
month. Directed by Jon Baisch,
evening performances are September
26 and 27, and October 3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m. Matinees are on
September 28 and October 5 at 3:00 p.m. Shows are at the
Mason Area Historical Museum at 200 E. Oak Street in
Mason. Play tickets are $8 each and can be purchased at
Bestsellers Books & Coffee Company, Ware’s Pharmacy,
or Mason Coventry Players cast and members. Groups of
10+ on the same date are $7 each. Call Joyce at (517) 6762716 for group sales. Attendance at one of these performances
supports the Mason Area Historical Museum. One half of
the proceeds is donated to the Museum with each production
that Coventry Players does there.
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“CHAMBER 101” AT GOOD MORNING, MASON
Don’t miss Good Morning, Mason! this Thursday, August 28th at the
Community Building at the Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash
Street, from 7:15 to 8:15 AM. Admission is just $5 for members and $7
for nonmembers and includes a continental breakfast catered by
Darrell’s Market. Good Morning, Mason! is generously sponsored by
Dart Bank. Be the first to hear the local news right from those who
make it. Meet and greet during our early networking session over a
continental breakfast with coffee and juice. Clip out and use the coupon
that accompanies this article to come for free if you haven’t been at
Good Morning, Mason! in the past year. Or use it to convince someone
to come along with you!
A Chamber member orientation session will take place for an hour
starting at 8:30 AM in the same location. All members, especially those
that are new, are invited to take “Chamber 101” and discover how to
take advantage of all the many programs and events the Chamber offers.

GOOD MORNING, MASON!
This coupon entitles the bearer to
one free admisson to the August
28, 2008 Good Morning, Mason!
at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds Community
Building at 7:15 AM, provided
the bearer hasn’t attended
GMM! in the past year.

2008 Board of Directors
Jeff Haueter .................................................................................................... President
Mason A&W Restaurant
Neil Kentner .......................................................................................... Vice-President
Wynsmoor Manor
Robin King-Fuller ..........................................................................................Treasurer
Independent Bank
Mark Howe ............................................................................................ Past President
Dart Bank

Tom Botsford................................................................................ EAA Chapter 55
Joe Dean ......................................................................... Mason Coventry Players
Lance Delbridge ................................................................. Mason Public Schools
Kim Gorrell ................................................ B-Dry System of S. Central Michigan
Phil Preston ...................................................................... Gestamp US HardTech
Jamie Robinson ................................................................. Darrell’s Supermarket
Kathy Smith......................................................................... Mason Optimist Club
Ron Tatro...................................................................... Mason Orchestral Society
Bob Warnke .............................................................................. Mason State Bank

Doug Klein ….. Executive Director
Bonnie Root ….. Administrative Assistant
Aleasha Parrish ….. Program Assistant
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Join us for the Party of the Year!
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce

7th Annual Raffle & Party
Community Building ~ Ingham County Fairgrounds
700 E. Ash Street in Mason, MI ~ Hometown U.S.A.
Saturday, October 18, 2008 ~ Doors open at 4 PM
Prize Drawings begin at 5 PM and usually conclude before 9 PM
Dinner for Ticket Holders begins at 6 PM

Dealer Choice Raffle
This Raffle is licensed event MLR#95979. Proceeds benefit the Chamber’s “Hometown USA”
community identity and improvement programs and provide partial funding for visitors center,
street banners, flower plantings, parades, celebrations, community advertising, downtown
concerts, and community promotional materials.

Grand Prize: $15,000 0 0 car voucher good at
a participating dealer or $10,000 0 0
All tickets sold have an equal chance of winning the grand
prize right up to the end this year!

Admission: One Raffle Ticket for $50 each ~ includes party, dinner &
beverages for one person. Create your own party ~ Invite your family &
friends to join you ~ All they need to do is buy a ticket!

Only 500 tickets are available and if 500 aren’t sold, we’ll still give the car voucher or
cash away!
Send the form below to: Mason Area Chamber of Commerce ~ 148 E. Ash Street - Mason, MI 48854
Phone: 676-1046 ~ Fax: 676-8504 ~ e-mail: masonchamber@masonchamber.org ~ www.masonchamber.org
Make checks payable to: MACC

Mason Area Chamber of Commerce ~ 148 E. Ash Street - Mason, MI 48854
Please reserve my 2008 MACC Raffle Tickets:
NAME:___________________________________________________________PHONE:________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________
E-MAIL:___________________________________________ SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
Payment in full of $_______ for _____ Raffle Tickets is enclosed (enclose ticket holder names and addresses for each ticket)
VISA/MC _____________________________________________________________________ Exp. ______________________

Dealer Choice Raffle
Join us for the Party of the Year!
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce

th

7 Annual MACC Raffle & Party
Community Building ~ Ingham County Fairgrounds ~ 700 E. Ash Street in Mason, MI
Saturday, October 18, 2008 ~ Doors open at 4 PM ~ Prize Drawings begin at 5 PM and
usually conclude before 9 PM ~ Dinner for Ticket Holders begins at 6 PM
Admission: 1 MACC Raffle Ticket - $50.00
This Raffle is licensed event MLR#95979. Proceeds benefit the Chamber’s “Hometown USA” community
identity and improvement programs and provide partial funding for our visitors center, street banners,
flower plantings, parades, celebrations, community ads, concerts, and Mason area promotional materials.

Grand Prize:
$

15,000 0 0 car voucher good at a participating dealer or $10,000 0 0

Only 500 Tickets Available! All Tickets Sold Have an Equal Chance of Winning the Grand Prize This Year!

Other Cash Prizes:

(No Draw Down for Grand Prize)
6:00 PM Drawing Will Win ............................................................................................. $50.00
7:00 PM Drawing Will Win ............................................................................................ $100.00
8:00 PM Drawing Will Win ............................................................................................ $150.00
8:30 PM Drawing Will Win ............................................................................................ $200.00
IF ALL 500 TICKETS AREN’T SOLD, WE STILL DRAW FOR THE CAR VOUCHER OR CASH
 BONUS! Tickets  must be present to buy chances to win another “Dealer Choice” raffle ticket
(10 withheld from advance sale for this purpose)
 Door Prize Drawings  must be present at the party for drawings at 5:00, 5:15, 5:30, 5:45, 6:15, 6:30,
6:45, 7:15, 7:30, 7:45, and 8:15 PM
 $5 & $10 “50/50” Boards  Own the number of the grand prize ticket drawn and win half the value of the board
 Buy your ticket early! Early Bird Drawings for great prizes from Mason area businesses held on May 3, May 29, June 12,
June 26, July 4, July 10, July 24, August 7, August 14, August 28, and September 20. Need not be present to win. All
winners of early bird and cash prizes will still be in the drawing for the grand prize. (No Draw Down)

Rules:
The drawing for the grand prize will be conducted by random drawing. At the end of the party, officials will place and verify numbered balls
representing each ticket number sold in a drum. They will randomize the balls in the drum and draw one ball as the winner of the grand prize.
The person who owns the raffle ticket corresponding to that number will be the winner of the $15,000 car voucher to be used for a vehicle
purchase at a participating dealer or $10,000 cash.
A winning ticket holder need not be present to win the Grand Prize. Grand Prize winner will be selected by random drawing from of all valid
tickets sold. Other cash and merchandise prizes are drawn from a separately randomized group of ticket stubs and a single ticket number is
eligible for only one early bird or cash prize. All prizes will go the “Ticket Holder of Record” according to the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce (MACC). A “Ticket Holder of Record” is defined as the person recorded who purchased the ticket from the MACC.
The purchase of one $50 raffle ticket entitles the “Ticket Holder of Record” to attend the party as part of their purchase, which includes dinner
and beverages. All persons attending the party must be ticket holders. No one may accompany a ticket holder to the party, unless they are
also a ticket holder. If a ticket was purchased for a group or registered as Mr. & Mrs., etc. only ONE person may attend as the ticket owner.
Again, only 1 (one) person may attend per ticket.
No one under 21 years of age may drink on the premises, nor may any persons under age 18 buy a MACC Raffle Ticket or attend the party. If
you are transferring ownership of your ticket, you must do so prior to October 1, and you must notify the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce.
Buyers of tickets must pay for purchases at once, by cash, check, or VISA/MasterCard. Upon issuance of a ticket, all sales are final and nonrefundable. Only employees of MACC are ineligible to buy raffle tickets.
Winners will be responsible for any, and all, taxes, licenses, titles, insurance, registrations, etc. connected with the prizes. Federal withholding
regulations do apply. The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, and its records, will have the final word in all transactions and/or disputes. No
prizes are to be removed from the premises until the appropriate paperwork has been completed.
The winner of the grand prize will take delivery no earlier than Monday, October 20, 2008 & upon payment of a 27% Federal income tax
deposit. If the winner chooses to take the $10,000 cash prize instead of the voucher, they will be subject to 27% Federal income tax and
those monies will be withheld.
Until payment is received, ownership of all tickets will remain with the MACC. Ticket holders will not hold the MACC responsible or liable for
any accidents, theft, or damages resulting from their participation in this event. Ticket holders, by purchase of a ticket, agree to allow the
Chamber to use their names, photos, and statements in promotional material. MACC will share ticket holder information only with participating
MACC raffle sponsors.

