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2018 MACC Annual Award Winners Named 

  

Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes excellence in the Mason area 
at our annual Awards Dinner. Awards are presented for Citizen of the Year, Excellence in 
Education, Excellence in Business, President's Award, and Special Recognition. The 
Chamber's 2018 Annual Awards Dinner will be held the evening of Thursday, February 8th at 
Eldorado. This year, the following awards will be given to deserving businesses, groups, 
and individuals:  

  

• Dennis Howe of the Mason Fire Department and formerly of Mason Public Schools 
is selected as the recipient of the Mason Area Chamber's 2018 Citizen of the Year 
Award.  This award recognizes people who have made significant contributions to 
the community over several years through their caring and concern.  

• Michigan Barn Wood & Salvageis selected for the 2018 Excellence in Business 
Award. This award is presented to a business for innovation, risk, and growth that 
represents the entrepreneurial spirit of business development.  

• Amy McVaugh, a Kindergarten teacher at Mason's Steele Elementary School, is 
selected as the recipient of the Mason Area Chamber's 2018 Excellence in Education 
award.  This award recognizes an educator who best exemplifies the qualities that 
inspire students to learn and value education. 

• Kathy Wakefield of Commercial Bank Mason is selected for the MACC 2018 
President's Award.  This award recognizes a person who has made significant 
contributions to the Chamber's goals over the past year. 

• George Hayhoe of CAPEX Land Company is selected for the 2018 Special 
Recognition award for individuals in appreciation for his commitment to the Mason 
area community and his dedication to helping Mason grow. 

• The Mason Rotary Club is selected for the Chamber's 2018 Special Recognition 
award for organizations in appreciation for all they have done to enrich the quality 
of life in our community.   

  
As part of the Annual Awards Dinner event, recognition is also given to retiring Chamber 
Board members, Chamber leadership, and 2017 volunteers.  Prepaid dinner reservations are 
$40 per person.  Since only a limited number of seats are available, businesses, 
organizations and individuals are advised to send in their checks well before the mailed-in 
prepaid reservation deadline of 1:00 p.m. on Friday, January 19th.  Credit card prepaid 
reservations are also taken in person at the Chamber office, by phone, and on 
ChamberMaster. However, after January 19th, the prepaid reservations go up to $50 per 
person, if any are still available. 
  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      
ORDER NOW FOR IDC TREE SALE  
  
The Ingham Conservation District is now taking orders for spring pick up.  Choose from a 
wide variety of evergreens, broadleaf trees, shrubs, fruit trees, berries and more.  There 
are many Michigan native species to choose from that will enhance your landscape and 
benefit our local ecosystem. 
 
Be sure to check out several new items being offered this year including Montmorency tart 
cherry trees, Sekel pear trees, purple asparagus, seedless concord grapes and rhubarb! 
 
Download a copy of the catalog here or click on the link below to order online.  To respond 
to increasing customer demand for larger trees and shrubs, you will notice that many of 
the catalog items are being offered in larger sizes than in previous years. 
  
A 15% Early Bird Discount on select items is available through February 8, 2018. All orders 
must be received by March 26, 2018     
Place your order today! 
 
Pick up is at the Ingham Conservation District,1031 W. Dexter Trail, on Friday, April 20, 
2018 from 10:00 am - 6:00 pm & Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Thank 
you for supporting the work of the Ingham Conservation District to protect and improve 
the quality of our natural resources. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://inghamconservation.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05f982d345e4c1de7535c10e1&id=c5539bda17&e=1363e9fb83
https://inghamconservation.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05f982d345e4c1de7535c10e1&id=508a10af8b&e=1363e9fb83
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SUPPORT OUR WTC FIVE MINUTES TOPS 

-- SPONSORS AND JUDGES NEEDED 

Support local student entrepreneurs! Help students at Wilson Talent Center!  
  
Here is an opportunity for your business to sponsor a student pitch competition's prizes, 
promotion, and participants at WTC onTuesday, February 20, 2018. 
  
Contact info: Deborah Stump (517) 244-1382  dstump@inghamisd.org 

  
What is 5 Minutes Tops? A "Shark Tank"-esque competition in which students will prepare 
and present business ideas to local businesspeople for a chance to win cash prizes and 
assistance in your endeavor. They have 5 minutes to convince our panel to buy into their 
idea. There will be a Q&A session after each presentation. The contest is open to all mid-
Michigan students (this one is especially for WTC) and is put on to promote growth in our 
community and promote young entrepreneurs. 
  
When & Where: 
Wilson Talent Center (formerly Capital Area Career Center) 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 

at 8:30-9:30 AM & 12:30-1:30 PM 

611 Hagadorn Road, Mason, MI 48854 

  

mailto:dstump@inghamisd.org
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RELAY FOR LIFE KICKS OFF 
  
Many of us know someone who has battled cancer. In fact, 1 in 3 people in the U.S. will be 
diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. The American Cancer Society is working day and 
night to end cancer forever - but they need your help to fulfill their mission.  
  
Honor or remember someone you love by registering for the Relay for Life of Ingham 
County. This year, the East Lansing, Holt, and MELD are combining to create an even 
bigger and better Relay that will increase their impact in the fight against cancer.       
Your support last year during Relay for Life meant the American Cancer Society was able 
to invest $152.5 million in research, give patients nearly 335,000 free rides to and from 
treatment, and provide more than 456,000 nights free lodging for people who don't live 
close to a cancer treatment center.  
  
Register again for Relay for Life - and help save even more lives. And join us at kickoff on 
Tuesday, January 16th at 6:00 pm at Mason First Presbyterian, 131 E Maple St., Mason.    
  

      
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  



   

  
MAiBA 2018 DRIVE STARTS 

  
Members of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce are asked to please agree to be a part 
of the MAiBA (an ad hoc committee of the Chamber's Hometown USA Committee) or a 
MAiBA supporter. This continuing cooperative effort goes a bit further than the Chamber's 
ongoing "Mason Values" campaign that encourages community members to shop, dine and 
live in the Mason area. Due to the nature of the local multiplier effect, this new effort 
focuses specifically on creating a specific positive image for locally owned independent 
businesses in the Mason area. Other area businesses and organizations that are not locally 
owned and independent may not be a part of MAiBA, but may choose to support this effort.  
  
The local multiplier effect refers to the greater local economic return generated by money 
spent at locally-owned independent businesses compared to other businesses. The effect is 
the greater boost to our local economy that results from businesses, owners, and 
employees spending more business revenue within the area. Typically, independent 
businesses recirculate locally a much greater percentage of their sales, income, and 
payments for expenses compared to other types of businesses. The four largest components 
of this increased local spending are: wages and benefits paid to local employees; goods and 
services purchased from other local businesses; profits that accrue to local owners; and 
taxes paid to local and state governments. For example, most independent businesses bank 
with locally owned banks, purchase some inventory from local manufacturers, advertise in 
local media, and hire local accountants, printers, lawyers, insurance agents, and repair 
people. 
   
Each fully participating MAiBA business will decide on their own what the appropriate level 
of financial contributions may be in any joint promotional campaigns among and for MAiBA 
participants (often using materials from AIMBA and similar groups). These campaigns would 
not be Chamber activities, but instead be similar to other endorsed optional joint 



promotional campaigns. Such business contributions to would not be made to the Chamber, 
but to any media outlets used in the promotions.    
  
See the 2018 MAiBA form for more information. Ask for us to send you one by e-mail at 
masonchamber@masonchamber.org.  
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  
HEARTS OF FUN PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER IN APRIL 

  
Hearts of Fun 5K Run, Walk & Roll is hosted by Ingham Intermediate School District at 
their Heartwood School and will be on Saturday, April 21 at 9 AM - Noon. Tickets are 
available at www.runsignup.com website. If you want to run in a 5K this spring or bring 
your family for a 1 mile walk & roll, join the Hearts of Fun Playground 5K. The goal is to 
raise funds for an inclusive playground where students with disabilities can play as other 
student do. The playground will be on the Heartwood School campus in Mason and open to 
the public after school hours.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to 
volunteer? Contact Andrew Rable at arable@inghamisd.org. He is serving as the 5K Race 
Director and volunteers are needed in the following areas: 
- Course Coordinator 
- Water Station / Food & Beverage Coordinator 
- Volunteer Coordinator 
- First Aid / Medical Coordinator 
- Start / Finish Line Coordinator 
- Awards and Entertainment Coordinator 
- Packet pick up and race day registration Coordinator 
- Parking Coordinator 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:masonchamber@masonchamber.org
https://www.facebook.com/InghamISD/
https://www.facebook.com/InghamISD/
http://www.runsignup.com/
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DART CONTAINER ANNUAL BOWLATHON IN FEBRUARY 

  
For over 20 years, Dart Container Corporation has sponsored an annual Bowl-A-Thon for 
charity. This year's event takes place at the City Limits Bowling Center in Mason on 
Saturday, February 17, 2018. Dart Container thanks everyone who has contributed to this 
event in the past and would appreciate your sponsorship again this year to raise funds for 
Angel House Services, a division of Child and Family Charities. 
 

Without the unwavering support of the surrounding community, the Bowl-A-Thon would not 
be as successful as it is each year. Last year, the event raised $9,265.80 for The Reading 
People and with your help they hope to top that this year! 
  
About Angel House Services: It is a referral-based therapeutic mother/baby residential 
program for pregnant and parenting teen girls, ages 13-17, in foster care. Angel House 
helps these mothers transition to independent living, raise and support their children, and 
become successful members of the community. Angel House also partners with Mason 
Public Schools to provide an on-site alternative educational program that leads to high 
school graduation.  
  
Please consider supporting Dart Container's Bowl-A-Thon by donating items to be used as 
door prizes, such as merchandise or gift certificates. Anything you can contribute will be 
greatly appreciated and will add to the fun for the participating bowlers and event 
volunteers - Dart employees and their families. To thank you for your generosity, Dart 
Container and Angel House will publish the list of donors.   
  
Thank you in advance for your donations to the 2018 Bowl-A-Thon. Please email 
Christina.burkitt@dart.biz or call 517-244-2030 by Wednesday, February 14 to discuss the 
door prize donation process.  
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:Christina.burkitt@dart.biz
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MPS RECOGNIZES BOARD SERVICE 

  
January is School Board Recognition Month and Mason Public Schools is joining school 
districts across the state to thank these board members for their untiring dedication to 
public education. The men and women leading Mason Public Schools and their years of 
service are: Ralph Beebe - 15 years; Laura Cheney - 6.5 years; Kurt Creamer - 5 years; Tim 
Ayres - 1 year; Liz Evans - 1 year; Christopher Mumby - 1 year; and Steve Duane - 5 months. 
  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 



  
INGHAM ISD SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UNDERWAY 

 
Ingham ISD begins the search for a new superintendent as Dr. Scott Koenigsknecht takes a 
new position at the Michigan Department of Education as the Deputy Superintendent for P-
20 Systems and Student Transition. Ingham ISD has contracted with the Michigan 
Association of School Boards (MASB) to recruit the next Ingham ISD Superintendent. The 
application deadline for this position is January 29, 2018. Interested candidates should 
contact MASB for more information. 

  
Ingham ISD Board President Erin Schor states, "Intermediate school districts are built on 
relationships, collaboration, open communication, innovation and advocacy with a 
consistent focus on student outcomes. We are looking for a leader who can find the right 
balance between leading and serving our constituents." She adds, "We wish Dr. 
Koenigsknecht the best in his new role at the Michigan Department of Education."  
  
Ingham Intermediate School District supports twelve local school districts and ten public 
school academies in its service area, which reaches into seven counties in the mid-Michigan 
area. The local school districts served include: Dansville, East Lansing, Haslett, Holt, 
Lansing, Leslie, Mason, Okemos, Stockbridge, Waverly, Webberville and Williamston. For 
more information about Ingham Intermediate School District programs or services, visit 
the www.inghamisd.org website. 
  
Intermediate School Districts (ISDs) were created in 1962 to help local districts with 
programs and services that are best provided on a regional basis - things that are highly 
specialized or would be far too expensive for an individual district to offer. ISDs help 
communities make the best use of resources in educating students by collaborating with 
school districts, higher education, non-profit organizations, government agencies, 
businesses and others to bring key programs and services to schools.  
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

http://www.inghamisd.org/
http://www.inghamisd.org/
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MERIDIAN AREA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION HAS NEW VIDEOS 

  
There are three videos that are related to MABA now posted on the 
About Us page of the MABA website. These videos promote MABA and 
its benefits, their partnership with Meridian Township, and the good 
works that they do within the area. Please visit their website at 
www.maba.biz to view the videos and check back -- as there will be 
several more videos posted soon. 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.maba.biz/
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From: EAA Chapter 55 "Wingtips" Newsletter 
LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS  
by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)   
  

January marks the beginning of LCC's 16-week Spring semester. The Aviation 
Technology program's first year students are starting their second semester, and 
our second-year students are in their fifth semester. To refresh your memory, our 
program requires six semesters of study, and we start a new class every August. It 
takes two years to complete the program.  
  
Our first-year students will be studying aircraft electrical systems in great detail. 
Additionally, they will begin work on various aircraft structures, including wood, 
fabric, fiberglass and sheet metal to include riveting and forming. They also have 
classes on fuel systems, hydraulics, landing gear and brakes. One of the highlights 
of the program, and a real student favorite, is aircraft welding, which is taught at 
our state-of-the-art welding laboratory at the LCC West Campus facility. In 16 
weeks students become proficient in performing various welds on all of the metals 
typically encountered in aviation maintenance.  
  
The second-year students will continue reciprocating engine teardown and rebuild 
which includes cooling and exhaust systems, ignition and magneto systems and fuel 
systems. Additionally, they will spend extensive time on propeller maintenance, 
which includes balancing and installation of both fixed and variable pitch props. 
The culmination of the reciprocating engine courses occurs when the students take 
the engines they have rebuilt and run them out on the ramp. If you see a group of 
white hulls minus wings and tails out on the ramp in front of our hangar, you'll know 
its engine run time.  
  
One of the hallmarks of any highly accredited education program is continual 
update of teaching materials and instructor education. To that end, we continue to 
add a number of training aids to enhance student mastery of various aircraft 
systems. One of the major vendors of system trainers is AVOTEK, headquartered in 
Virginia. If you search their web site you will see varied training devices designed to 
not only teach systems operation, but allow system trouble shooting as well. 
  
This school year we have added several new devices covering advanced avionics, 
additional engine run stands, additional magneto testers, a cutaway of an Allison 
250 turbine engine and a digital engine instrument trainer. Our instructors have 
attended several specialized courses, and bring back to our students up-to-date 
industry best practices so when they enter the workforce, our graduates can 
assimilate easily into the position for which they were hired.  
  
As always, you're welcome to stop by and we'd be pleased to show you around. 
  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   



 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
  
The brand-new Holiday Inn Express Okemos - University Area opened at 2350 Jolly Oak 
Road in Okemos on Tuesday, December 5, 2017. The 112-guest room property is 
conveniently located near businesses, restaurants and the Michigan State University 
campus. The former Holiday Inn Express Okemos on University Park Drive will transition to 
a Best Western property in mid-January 2018. 
  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



  
Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community events! Signup.com 
MACC Group Link: 
http://signup.com/go/HWdffC  
   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
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Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?  
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!    
Check out all the values at the website.    
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
Final Note: 
   
     Continuing a 46-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON 
in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-copy newsletter 
has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber members, news from 
member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short four-page format.  The several 
insert pages included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy sharing 
or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to 
continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also 
maintains value for limited advertising.   

     Sponsorships that include a benefit of a newsletter insert are just $100 per insertion to reach 

450 key decision-makers in the Mason area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for 
Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter 
is also available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions.  Items are 
included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency of the 
publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE" 
newsletter electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted 
their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, 
are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder.  A link to the archive on the website for 
the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included in the 
UPDATE.  A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website 
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month for all 
UPDATE submissions.  All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication 
consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail 
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who are 
Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to them.  

   



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Look ahead for upcoming events on: 
www.masonchamber.org  
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE 
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND 
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT: 

www.masonchamber.org  
   
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

 Click on Events at:   

www.masonchamber.org  
 

MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is 
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and 

select Chamber stakeholders.   
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-

mail.  Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" 
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org   

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail, 

just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!   
  

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN 
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON 
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG  

  

 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.masonchamber.org/newsletterARCHIVE.html
http://www.masonchamber.org/
mailto:amasonchamber@masonchamber.org
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102135377222

