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Mason
Presbyterian
Church Holds
Annual
Sweetheart
Luncheon
by Rex Hauser
Mason Presbyterian men
reached out to women in
the Mason community
with their annual
luncheon for
"Sweethearts," ladies of a
certain age, for the 53th time on Saturday, February 10. It was held at the Mason First
Presbyterian Church at 131 E. Maple Street. Steve Sowles, who served as maitre'd at the
luncheon, called the event an overall success.
Eighty ladies were able to show up amid the slick and snowy weather, and about twenty men
served them their annual meal to show appreciation for all that women do for their churches
and their community.
John McElhone led the kitchen crew, Bill Friend the cleanup, Ralph Taggart the emceeing,
and Bill Pinches the invocation. Thanks to Vern Schrock of Fink Jewelers for the jewelry
prize. Thanks to the ladies who did the table set-up and decorations (Jenny Bond and
others). Thanks, men, for this annual event and service.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEXT GOOD MORNING MASON! IS ON FEBRUARY 22
The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will hold their "Good Morning, Mason!"
news and networking meeting on Thursday, February 22, 2018 at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street, from 7:15 to 8:15 AM. The
Chamber's Ambassadors Committee organizes this popular networking event
presented by Dart Bank.
Good Morning Mason! has an admission charge of $5 for members and $8 for
nonmembers, which includes a continental breakfast catered by Mason's A&W
Restaurant. This meeting's theme will be George Washington's Birthday. Good
Morning, Mason! meetings are usually held on the fourth Thursdays of February,
April, June, August, October and also in mid-December each year. For more
information, e-mail masonchamber@masonchamber.org or call (517) 676-1046.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MASON'S BUSINESSES TALK TO
OTHER BUSINESSES AT UPCOMING EXPO
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a business-to-business expo
on Thursday evening, March 8th from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. to allow Mason-based
businesses and organizations to talk with other businesspeople about their products
and services. This helps the Chamber promote "buy local." This year, for the first
time, it will be held at Mason High School's Cafeteria, 1001 S. Barnes Street. The new
venue will allow for the growing number of businesses that will be exhibiting at this
event.
People who are responsible for buying products and services for businesses
and organizations are welcome to stop by after work to check out what's happening.
Attendees will discover what's new with their neighboring businesses in the Mason
area. This is the Mason Area Chamber's 9th B2B Expo and this year it will feature up
to 40 booths, the largest show yet.
This event provides a great way to talk to other businesspeople about your
business or organization's needs. It is designed to help businesspeople network and
build new, long-lasting professional relationships. The expo admission is free. There
will be free food and beverages. Donations will be collected for the Mason Promise
Scholarship.
This year, Doberman Technologies is the event's presenting sponsor and will provide
a keynote speaker on cybersecurity. Business-to-business oriented booths will be
featured from premier and signature sponsors Dart Container Corporation,
ServiceMaster Absolute, Signarama, Paper Image, Shumaker Technology, Hoffman
Photography, Mark Voss Agency, and UnoDeuce Multimedia. Other business event
sponsors include Dart Bank, Independent Bank, Commercial Bank Mason, LAFCU,
Placemats 4 You, CASE Credit Union, ACD.net, Granger, Weathervane Roofing,
COSTCO Wholesale, CP Federal Credit Union, City Limits, Trinesha Goebel - State
Farm, WOW!,and MSUFCU. Nonprofits participating include Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce, Child & Family Charities, Mason Area Historical Society, Mason
Promise Scholarship,and the Mason Rotary Club. Many more businesses and
organizations are expected. For more information, contact the Mason Area Chamber
of Commerce at (517) 676-1046.

Mark your calendars! Dart Investment Centers has tentative dates for
their upcoming outdoor Friday summer movies: June 29th, July 27th,
and August 17th. Movie titles will be announced over the next couple
of months.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LCC Hosts Grow With Google
Grow with Google is a two-day event to help job seekers, small businesses, students,
teachers and entrepreneurs improve their digital skills. Grow with Google will take place at
Lansing Community College's main campus Gannon Building on Friday, March 9 and Saturday,
March 10. This event is only the third of its kind in the nation and is a part of a Google
initiative to help create economic opportunities for Americans.
Through Grow with Google, our whole community will have access to hands-on workshops
with Google staff on topics such as coding, job search strategies, email basics, online safety
and search engine optimization. The second day's activities will be specifically designed for
educators.
Partners in Grow with Google include the City of Lansing, Lansing Community College,
Capital Area Michigan Works!, the Information Technology Empowerment Center, the
Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, Capital Area District Libraries, the Lansing
Economic Area Partnership, the Michigan State University Innovation Center, the Capital
Area IT Council, the Michigan Small Business Development Center and the Entrepreneur
Institute of Mid-Michigan.
This group of partners is working together with Google to tailor the event to Greater
Lansing's needs. Every business, student, teacher, entrepreneur and small business owner is
able to take advantage of it. To learn more and register for workshops, visit the website.

https://events.withgoogle.com/join-google-in-lansing/

Grow With Google
Friday & Saturday
March 9 & 10
Lansing Community College

This free event features one-on-one coaching sessions and 14 different
workshops and interactive demonstrations. You will have the opportunity to
participate in hands-on workshops with Google staff on email basics, online
tools for small businesses, search engine optimization, online safety and
more.
https://events.withgoogle.com/join-google-in-lansing/

Google to host two days of free workshops at
Lansing Community College by Haley Hansen, Lansing State Journal
Google wants to help people in Lansing brush up on their technological skills. In
March, the Lansing will be the third stop in the tech giant's "Grow with Google"
tour.The company will host a two-day event in Lansing Community College's
Gannon Building from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on March 9, and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
March 10.
The event's workshops and demos will aim to help job-seekers, small business owners
and educators, covering topics such as basic coding and search engine
optimization, said Erica Swanson, head of community engagement for Grow with
Google.
"We have a pretty unique opportunity to share what we're learning in the form of
tools and resources," Swanson said. The training and workshops are free to the
public, and it's estimated that about 1,000 people will attend. Interested attendees
are asked to RSVP at g.co/GrowLansing.
Workshops with Google staff on the first day will also cover topics such as online
skills for small businesses and job search strategies. The second day will be geared
toward educators. Swanson said the workshops will be hands-on and collaborative.
Coaching sessions and Google product demonstrations will also be part of the event,
she said.
"We're really looking to make ourselves accessible," she said. Google held similar
events in Indianapolis and Oklahoma City late last year. Events in Savannah,
Georgia; Columbia, South Carolina; and Louisville, Kentucky, are also in the works.
Swanson said Google wanted to host the events in cities that had momentum in the
tech industry but still had a need for more resources and training, she said.

"Lansing is a great place for us to offer new skills and tools," Swanson said. Having
more people with basic tech skills is a good way to help strengthen the area's job
opportunities, said Kirk Riley, executive director of the Information Technology
Empowerment Center, which is working with Google on the event.
"Lansing is on its way to being a high-tech hub,"
Riley said, "but we are really lacking the people
who have these skills in order to succeed at
being a hub."Technology skills aren't only
important for people in typical high-tech jobs,
Riley said. , but for those in other industries
such as retail or insurance.
He expects the impact of the event to expand
beyond its two-day time frame."It's more than
just a two-day event," he said. "It's really branding Lansing and promoting Lansing as
a Grow with Google community."Along with ITEC, Google is also working with thend
the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, Swanson said.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hosted by Mason Antiques District
Tired of winter?? So are we! Dig out and come see us for our big winter sale. Deep
discounts throughout the District, meet our dealers, and nibble free home baked
goodies.
FEB17 Sat 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM & FEB18 Sun 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
(517) 676-9753
The oldest and largest antiques area in Michigan!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)
My past articles have focused on our aviation technology program and the requirements our
students must satisfy to become successful, highly skilled and technically competent aircraft
maintenance technicians. Since our students are well into their spring semester studies, I thought for
this edition I'd explain how our program fits in the larger LCC picture, and also offer a few facts about
LCC itself.
The aviation technology program is part of the LCC's Technical Career's Division. The division
offices and other division programs are in LCC's facility on Mt. Hope Road, just east of Creyts Road.
Technical Careers is led by Mark Cosgrove, who is my predecessor in the position I now hold. Terry
Lutz recently wrote an excellent article about the division's programs and its magnificent building, so I
won't repeat his description. If you are interested in seeing the Technical Careers facility let me know
and we can arrange a tour.
Lansing Community College is the third largest community college in Michigan, and the two
community colleges larger than LCC are in the Detroit area. Students attend in statuses including full
time, part time, on-line and continuing education. Funds for LCC come primarily from state
allocations, student tuition and property taxes from the 15 communities contiguous to LCC. Tuition
for students who live in the school districts surrounding LCC (Bath, Dansville, DeWitt, East Lansing,
Grand Ledge, Haslett, Holt/Dimondale, Lansing, Leslie, Mason, Okemos, Stockbridge, Waverly,
Webberville, and Williamston) is $103 per credit hour. Compare that to MSU, WMU, EMU, etc. and the
value proposition is clearly in LCC's favor.
LCC has six campuses to conveniently serve students. The main campus is downtown, just north
of the Capitol building. There are also satellite campuses in St. Johns, East Lansing and Howell. As I
indicated, the Technical Careers campus is in West Lansing, and Aviation is at the Mason airport.
Making classes convenient in location allows more students to attend and is in keeping with the
mission of community colleges.
A large number of programs offered by LCC transfer to four-year universities. Completing the
first two years at LCC represents a significant financial savings, and LCC works with many four-year
universities in Michigan to ensure LCC graduates' courses of study are accepted in full. As an example,
aviation students who complete all FAA-required courses and five additional general core courses are
awarded two associate's degrees by LCC, and can complete their bachelor's degree at either Western
Michigan or Sienna Heights University in two years or less.
When one thinks about community colleges, the concepts of value, location, transferability,
individualized instruction and an education that leads to immediate employment in jobs currently in
demand should be clear. If someone you know is thinking about where to start their post-secondary
education, have them look at LCC. The education opportunities are significant, the value is apparent
and employment prospects are immediate.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2018 MARKS THE 100THANNIVERSARY
OF HENRY FORD ALLEGIANCE HEALTH
In honor of the centennial anniversary of Henry Ford Allegiance Health, they've
built
a special website filled with history, memories and examples of their ongoing
commitment to our family, friends and neighbors across this region to bring higher
quality service as each year passes.
They invite you to spend some time browsing the site and hope the images and
stories will bring to mind positive events in people's lives and the unique
connection shared in the span of generations.
Henry Ford Allegiance Health is a place where many were born. Many children
took their first breath here. Childhood injuries were mended with tenderness.
Loved ones had life-saving surgery. In their final days, parents and grandparents
received compassionate care.
They are happy to celebrate this milestone, but they are even more excited
about all they will be able to offer in services and care in the years ahead. Here's
to their next 100 years!
http://100.henryfordallegiance.com/?utm_source=newsletterinsight&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Insight-2018-January

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

T. A. Forsberg's Urban Systems Transforming Lansing
Developers throughout the region are planting their stake in Lansing's future. However, only one is
spearheading a new way of thinking. While many aim to revitalize Lansing through commercial,
tourism and residential ventures, one developer is working to ensure that the quality of life for
existing residents within the urban core is not forgotten. By sparking new, purposeful dialogue,
questioning the necessity of each development and considering how they will serve the region's
communities, Urban Systems brings to life a new era that is unlike any before in Lansing.
Urban Systems, a collaboration between three companies who have come together to revitalize
Lansing's city core, is bringing new tactics and strategies to the table that focus on connecting people
with their environment. Spearheaded by President Brent Forsberg of T.A. Forsberg Inc., Urban
Systems is on a hot streak.
In January alone, Forsberg was named one of the Lansing State Journal's "People to Watch in Business
in 2018." Also dubbed the "Posterchild for Urban Renewal," he most recently made waves by unveiling
details about the commercial, housing and creative warehouse-renovation project known as The Wing.
Details on the multipurpose space were shared in tandem with Gov. Rick Snyder's unveiling of a
proposed waste-cleanup plan for the entire state of Michigan.
In addition to The Wing project, Urban Systems is lending talents and vision to initiatives throughout
the area, including last week's acquisition of the Lake Trust property on Capital Avenue in Downtown
Lansing.
Urban Systems is hard at work to bring a breath of fresh air to a new urban core; exciting
opportunities, emerging innovations and framework implementations await Lansing in 2018, and
Lansing will need to progress toward greatness. There is no better time than now to discuss Urban
Systems' plans and vision for our region's future.
Brent Forsberg, T.A. Forsberg's and Urban Systems' president, looks forward to the opportunity to
share his vision with you. To learn more about Urban Systems, visit urbansystemsmi.com. To learn
more about Brent Forsberg and T.A. Forsberg Inc. visit lansingrealestate.com.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Robotics Program Continues to Grow at Mason Public Schools
Robotics is an engaging opportunity for students that combines the thrill of creativity with the discipline of math
and science. Eight years ago, Mason High School started building a robotics program working with First Robotics, a
not-for-profit STEM engagement program for kids worldwide. The high school is now in their eighth season. Due
to the success of the high school program there has been significant growth in the elementary and middle school
programs with more than 120 students involved in a robotics program district-wide. This growth in the earlier
years gets our students involved at an early age and helps them prepare for competitions at the high school level.
The high school team participates in the First Robotics
competition with 500 other high schools across Michigan
between January and April of each year. Each team must
come up with their own concept plan and design. During
the first weekend in January, First Robotics releases a
new game to the robotics teams and they begin designing
and planning their models. The game and materials are
provided online for each team to access, but there are
no instructions on how to get to the end result. The high
school team of forty students then has six weeks to
strategize, develop a design plan, configure their game,
test drive and trouble shoot. The high school robotics
team meets five days a week to ensure the success of
their project. They are structured into small groups,
focusing on different topic areas such as programming,
machining, marketing and judging, which prepares them
for competition.
"Our students create amazing designs each year. The structured planning, marketing, machining and judging
teams help them prepare for the competition. The real fun is watching these students be so engaged in
something they truly enjoy," states Ben Shoemaker, Robotics Instructor at Mason High School. "They learn new
skills, communicate their ideas, meet other students from all over the world and most importantly work as a
team to accomplish their goals. Mason Public Schools is blessed to have a program like this and great sponsors in
our area to help us continue to offer this opportunity to our students."
Mason Public Schools will welcome 40 teams from across the state to their campus for the regional competition
on March 23. In addition, students will compete in the state competition and the world championship, with more
than 6,000 teams competing worldwide, in April.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spring Arbor University Singers & Choir
Date: March 25, 2018
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM EDT
Event Description: Spring Arbor University Chamber Choir &
University Singers perform secular and sacred music in the
Mason First United Methodist Church, 201 E. Ash, Mason (east
of courthouse) as part of the 2018 Spring Tour. Come and
enjoy! Reception follows concert. Free.
Location: Free parking east of church, accessible elevator in
northwest corner.
Date/Time Information: Sunday March 25, 6:00 p.m., reception
follows.
Contact Information: Church office 676-9449

Join the Mason Area Historical Society at their meeting on Monday, March 5th at 7
PM in the Mason Area Historical Museum auditorium, 200 E. Oak Street to learn how
our Michigan roads were built. The speaker is Hugh McNichols, formerly of the
Michigan Department of Transportation.
Hugh is retired after a 28-year career as a Transportation Planner with the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT). He has a B.S. in Economics from Michigan
State University and a Masters Certificate in Project Management from George
Washington University. In 2009 Hugh was the recipient of the Department's highest
honor, the Director's Award.
For most of his career, Hugh was a member of the Project Planning Division. The
Project Planning Division was responsible for preliminary planning, including the
necessary environmental clearances of all projects that involved capacity increases
on state trunklines. Among the larger projects he worked on were: plaza
improvements at both the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron and the International
Bridge in Sault Ste. Marie; the proposed Gordie Howe International Bridge in Detroit;
and he was Project Manager for the I-73 Corridor Study.
Hugh was a member of MDOT's "Speakers Bureau" during the 1990s. He was also an
active member of the MDOT's Centennial Celebration planning team, where he
helped compile a listing of Michigan's notable transportation-related events, and help
stage a number of commemorative events around the state celebrating MDOT's 100 th
birthday in 2005, including the assembly of the presentation you will be seeing.
Hugh closed out his career at MDOT as a Senior Transportation Planner in the Asset
Management Council Support Division of MDOT where he provided staff support and
analysis to the Transportation Asset Management Council of Michigan.

When
Thursday, March 15,
2018 from 6:30 PM to
8:00 PM EDT

Please join us for an evening of celebration as
people with brain injuries and their families
share their personal stories.

The evening begins at 6:00 pm with light
refreshments followed by the program from 78:30 pm. This is a free event.

Where
Peckham, Inc.

Donations will be graciously accepted at the door
or consider becoming a Storyteller Sponsor! See
the registration form for more details.

3510 Capital City Blvd.
Lansing, MI 48906
RSVP preferred, but not required.
If you are interested in sponsoring the event,
please see the information on the registration
form or contact:
Yvonne Fleener
yvonne.fleener@origamirehab.org
517-455-0278
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

from Consumers Energy

Plug Loads: Is There
a Smarter Way to Save?
Do you have a lot of computers, office equipment,
personal appliances and other electronic devices
plugged into standard outlets? If so, you're wasting
energy and money. Many of these devices draw power
24 hours a day, whether they're being used or not. In
fact, 25 percent of electricity use in commercial
buildings is lost to this type of 'standby' power, according to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).
Unplugging all of these devices is hardly a workable solution. Advanced power strips provide a smarter
way to manage your plug load.
Advanced power strips (APS) look just like ordinary power strips, but they have some smart, built-in
features designed to reduce the amount of electricity used by many electronic devices. They
automatically switch off selected devices when they're not being used, and they can collect energy
use data. Wireless units allow you to control devices remotely. Some models also include surge
protection capability.
An APS typically includes a number of 'controllable' outlets and two or three 'hot' outlets for
equipment that must remain on. Several different types are available:
•
•
•

Timer units switch connected equipment on and off based on a programmed schedule.
Current-sensing units shut off connected equipment when it detects a drop in power that's
below a certain threshold, such as when a computer enters sleep mode.
Motion-sensing power strips detect nearby movement. They automatically shut off power to
connected devices when no one is present.

APS devices vary in cost based on their complexity and the features they provide. When choosing a
device, consider your plug load, operating schedule and budget. Also, look for devices that are UL
certified for safe operation.
The cost-saving effectiveness of advanced power strips was demonstrated in a DOE study. Researchers
replaced standard power strips with advanced models, which monitored and controlled nearly 300
electronic devices. Three control strategies were used: timers, current sensing and a combination of
the two. All three strategies provided significant savings, with timer controls proving most effectivereducing energy use by 48 percent.
Additional low-cost strategies to manage plug loads include:
•
•
•

Enable sleep settings. Make sure to implement power management 'sleep' settings on all
computers and office equipment.
Share printers. Network printers together so that they're shared among staff. You'll save
energy and paper.
Get less personal. Personal appliances, such as fans and coffee makers, are wasteful and
difficult to control. Keep building temperatures comfortable and make appliances available in
a central break room.

By combining advanced power strips with these smart measures, you can significantly reduce energy
use in your business.

-------------------------------------------------------------------Experience the 11th Annual MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit
Local students from 18 Lansing area high schools showcase more than 180 works of art
If you haven't yet experienced the MSU Federal Credit Union (MSUFCU) Student Art Exhibit, stop by
MSUFCU Headquarters in East Lansing through Wednesday, February 28 to see the talent from our
young local artists. Artwork from 18 mid-Michigan high schools will be on display with students hoping
to earn your votes.
"We love hosting this annual event that draws more excitement and participation every year," said
April Clobes, chief executive officer of MSUFCU. "Our local students
amaze me with how talented they are. I hope everyone is able to
visit this year and cast their votes for their favorite pieces."
The 18 participating high schools may showcase up to 10 pieces of
artwork. This year's participating schools are Bath, Charlotte,
DeWitt, East Lansing, Eaton Rapids, Everett, Fowlerville, Grand
Ledge, Haslett, Holt, Laingsburg, Lansing Christian, Mason, Okemos,
St. Johns, Waverly, Webberville and Williamston.
The public is invited to view students' artwork and cast their vote starting Jan. 26. Voting ends Friday,
Feb. 23. You can also view the artwork and vote online at msufcuart.com or on the MSUFCU Art
Exhibit Facebook page. Votes help determine the People's Choice Awards and a School Spirit Award,
given to the high school that draws the most votes.
Prizes include $300 for first place winners, $200 for second place winners, $100 for third place
winners and cash prizes for 10 honorable mentions. One student will also be awarded a $50 Social
Media Award for gaining the most "likes" on the MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit Facebook page. Three
local artists will judge the students' artwork.
You may visit the exhibit in the lobby of the MSUFCU Headquarters at 3777 West Road in East Lansing
during normal business hours: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to Thursday; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday; and 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday.
The winners of the Student Art Exhibit will be announced at a special awards ceremony at MSUFCU
headquarters on Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. The MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit is sponsored by
Shaheen Chevrolet and the Capital Area Women's LifeStyle Magazine.

SWEETLEES
BOUTIQUE IS
NOW OPEN AT
160 E. ASH!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tell High-Schoolers to Launch Dream to Attend College
Ask a high-schooler: What are your plans after high school? Are they not sure where
to start?
The Capital Area College Access Network is hosting its annual Launch Your Dream:
College and Career Conference on Wednesday, Mar. 7, from 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. at the
Wilson Talent Center in Mason. This FREE event features workshops, a college and
career expo and College and Career Advising. There will be free food and door
prizes! High school students from Ingham, Eaton, Clinton and Shiawassee counties as
well as their families and mentors are invited to learn how to Launch Your Dream of
a post-secondary educationn. Please register for this free event online at
www.capitalareacan.org until Tuesday, Mar. 6. Walk-ins are welcome.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paint a rock to be displayed in our Community
Rock Garden in Art Alley!Art Alley coming to
downtown Mason in 2018!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lansing-based XG Sciences Inc. (XGS) announced recently that it plans to open a new 64,000square-foot facility on Legion Drive in Mason to house production for product platforms and
to meet capacity requirements. The $15.3 million investment from the XGS, a manufacturer
and designer of nanomaterials, will potentially add 40 jobs in Vevay Township and 36 jobs
at the company's overall Michigan operations. The first phase of the expansion project is
expected to be completed this year, according to a statement. Vevay Township granted the
company a tax abatement to go along with a $520,000 Business Development Program
performance-based grant from the Michigan Strategic Fund. The Michigan Economic
Development Corp.and the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) assisted the
company with its expansion plans. XG Sciences commercializes graphene nanoplatelets used
for the energy storage, aerospace, automotive, industrial and consumer markets. With the
new facility, the company aims to meet consumer demands by investing in capital equipment
and infrastructure.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Henry Ford Allegiance Health First in State to Introduce an Innovative Minimally
Invasive Robotic Spine Surgery System to Improve Patient Outcomes
Henry Ford Allegiance Health is the first in
Michigan to offer patients the advantages of
the ExcelciusGPSTM surgical system. Innovative
designs like the ExcelciusGPS are
revolutionizing minimally invasive spine surgery
and optimizing patient care by combining the
benefits of navigation and robotics into one
technology. This technology is designed to
increase safety for patients and accuracy for
their surgeons.
"Robot-assisted surgery is a new, emerging area that will become the standard in care,"
said Henry Ford Allegiance Health neurosurgeon Frank La Marca, MD. "At Henry Ford
Allegiance Health, we are committed to providing the highest quality of care for our
spine surgery patients. We are excited to offer our patients the advantages of the
Excelcius system, which allows us to perform minimally invasive procedures which may
result in less blood loss, less muscle damage and a potentially faster recovery."
One of the advantages of the ExcelciusGPS system is the inclusion of a GPS 3-D guidance
system, designed to improve accuracy and optimize patient care by combining robotics
with navigation, much like the GPS in a car. This advanced technology allows a
neurosurgeon to place screws and implants in a very precise fashion while seeing exactly
where to place their instruments in real-time.
Henry Ford Allegiance neurosurgeon Azam Basheer, MD, said, "The GPS navigation gives
me continuous feedback and allows me to see everything in real time. Now, my
colleagues and I can preprogram coordinates, so the robotic arm can assist in guiding us
to precise locations in the patient's spine. The result is safer, faster surgery with less
radiation exposure and less need to reposition my patient."
"Another advantage of ExcelciusGPS is that it allows us to make even safer, more
consistent and smaller incisions," said Henry Ford Allegiance neurosurgeon Amritraj
Loganathan, MD. "This is valuable because it promotes healing and lessens scarring."

30th Annual Commercial Bank Mason 5K and Bulldog Runs
Hosted by Mason Public Schools Foundation

Friday, May 4 at 7 PM - 9 PM
Jefferson and Maple, Mason, MI
Find Tickets
Tickets Available runsignup.com
Mason Public Schools Foundation proudly presents the 30th annual Commercial Bank Mason 5K
Run/Walk/Roll (welcoming runners, walkers, and those racing in wheelchairs and other assistive
devices) on Friday, May 4, 2018 at 7:00PM in beautiful downtown Mason.
To celebrate their anniversary they're hosting fun kids' activites before, during and after the races.
Face painting, balloon crafting, extra activities and a DJ playing all the hits will be available for kids
to enjoy. Don't forget the Bulldog races. 1 mile and 100-yard dash will start after the 5K.
The course is a USATF certified 5k and is endorsed by Governor's Council Michigan Fitness
Foundation. Please see family and large group discounts. 100% of... See More
Mason Public Schools Foundation:
The Mason Public Schools Foundation exists to support and enhance curricula and education
experiences for the youth of Mason, Michigan. Since our inception in 1984 we have funded hundreds of
grants to support the elementary, middle and high schools.

-----------------------------------------------------------------SUPPORT OUR WTC FIVE MINUTES TOPS
-- SPONSORS AND JUDGES NEEDED
Support local student entrepreneurs! Help students at Wilson Talent Center!
Here is an opportunity for your business to sponsor a student pitch competition's prizes, promotion,
and participants at WTC on Tuesday, February 20, 2018.
Contact info: Deborah Stump (517) 244-1382 dstump@inghamisd.org
What is 5 Minutes Tops? A "Shark Tank"-esque competition in which students will prepare and present
business ideas to local businesspeople for a chance to win cash prizes and assistance in your endeavor.
They have 5 minutes to convince our panel to buy into their idea. There will be a Q&A session after
each presentation. The contest is open to all mid-Michigan students (this one is especially for WTC)
and is put on to promote growth in our community and promote young entrepreneurs.
When & Where:
Wilson Talent Center (formerly Capital Area Career Center)
Tuesday, February 20, 2018
at 8:30-9:30 AM & 12:30-1:30 PM
611 Hagadorn Road, Mason, MI 48854

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAiBA 2018 DRIVE STARTS
Members of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce are asked to please agree to be
a part of the MAiBA (an ad hoc committee of the Chamber's Hometown USA
Committee) or a MAiBA supporter. This continuing cooperative effort goes a bit
further than the Chamber's ongoing "Mason Values" campaign that encourages
community members to shop, dine and live in the Mason area. Due to the nature of
the local multiplier effect, this new effort focuses specifically on creating a
specific positive image for locally owned independent businesses in the Mason
area. Other area businesses and organizations that are not locally owned and
independent may not be a part of MAiBA, but may choose to support this effort.
The local multiplier effect refers to the greater local economic return generated by money spent at
locally-owned independent businesses compared to other businesses. The effect is the greater boost
to our local economy that results from businesses, owners, and employees spending more business
revenue within the area. Typically, independent businesses recirculate locally a much greater
percentage of their sales, income, and payments for expenses compared to other types of
businesses. The four largest components of this increased local spending are: wages and benefits
paid to local employees; goods and services purchased from other local businesses; profits that
accrue to local owners; and taxes paid to local and state governments. For example, most
independent businesses bank with locally owned banks, purchase some inventory from local
manufacturers, advertise in local media, and hire local accountants, printers, lawyers, insurance
agents, and repair people.

Each fully participating MAiBA business will decide on their own what the
appropriate level of financial contributions may be in any joint promotional
campaigns among and for MAiBA participants (often using materials from AIMBA and
similar groups). These campaigns would not be Chamber activities, but instead be
similar to other endorsed optional joint promotional campaigns. Such business
contributions to would not be made to the Chamber, but to any media outlets used
in the promotions.
See the 2018 MAiBA form in the last Mason in Motion printed MACC newsletter for
more information. Ask for us to send you one by e-mail at
masonchamber@masonchamber.org.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HEARTS OF FUN PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER IN APRIL
Hearts of Fun 5K Run, Walk & Roll is hosted
by Ingham Intermediate School District at their
Heartwood School and will be on Saturday, April
21 at 9 AM - Noon. Tickets are available at
www.runsignup.com website. If you want to run in a
5K this spring or bring your family for a 1 mile walk
& roll, join the Hearts of Fun Playground 5K. The
goal is to raise funds for an inclusive playground
where students with disabilities can play as other
student do. The playground will be on the
Heartwood School campus in Mason and open to the
public after school hours.
Want to volunteer? Contact Andrew Rable at arable@inghamisd.org. He is serving as the 5K Race
Director and volunteers are needed in the following areas:
- Course Coordinator
- Water Station / Food & Beverage Coordinator
- Volunteer Coordinator
- First Aid / Medical Coordinator
- Start / Finish Line Coordinator
- Awards and Entertainment Coordinator
- Packet pick up and race day registration Coordinator
- Parking Coordinator
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DART CONTAINER ANNUAL BOWLATHON IN FEBRUARY
For over 20 years, Dart Container Corporation has sponsored an annual Bowl-A-Thon for
charity. This year's event takes place at the City Limits Bowling Center in Mason on
Saturday, February 17, 2018. Dart Container thanks everyone who has contributed to this
event in the past and would appreciate your sponsorship again this year to raise funds for
Angel House Services, a division of Child and Family Charities.
Without the unwavering support of the surrounding community, the Bowl-A-Thon would not
be as successful as it is each year. Last year, the event raised $9,265.80 for The Reading
People and with your help they hope to top that this year!
About Angel House Services: It is a referral-based therapeutic mother/baby residential
program for pregnant and parenting teen girls, ages 13-17, in foster care. Angel House helps
these mothers transition to independent living, raise and support their children, and become
successful members of the community. Angel House also partners with Mason Public
Schools to provide an on-site alternative educational program that leads to high school
graduation.
Please consider supporting Dart Container's Bowl-A-Thon by donating items to be used as
door prizes, such as merchandise or gift certificates. Anything you can contribute will be
greatly appreciated and will add to the fun for the participating bowlers and event
volunteers - Dart employees and their families. To thank you for your generosity, Dart
Container and Angel House will publish the list of donors.
Thank you in advance for your donations to the 2018 Bowl-A-Thon. Please email
Christina.burkitt@dart.biz or call 517-244-2030 by Wednesday, February 14 to discuss the
door prize donation process.

Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community
events! Signup.com MACC Group Link:

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the website.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 46-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This hardcopy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new Chamber
members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a short fourpage format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are
designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization.
For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the
conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited advertising.
Sponsorships that include a benefit of a newsletter insert are just $100 per insertion
to reach 450 key decision-makers in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all
contact people for Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A
.pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is delivered by the
post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of
the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions
are edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion
UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who
have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated with
a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the
archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion"
newsletter is included in the UPDATE. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also
available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the
"Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All
items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail
addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course, those who
are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information e-mailed to
them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

