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NEW MACC MEMBER BENEFIT at the Business level  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1DJZDjYO -E 
Check out the new MACC Member Benefit at the Business level or above: 
UnoDeuce Multimedia 's production of a 60-second video for $500 (value is 
actually $800, so your business or organization gets a $300 discount). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1DJZDjYO -E 

 

 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1DJZDjYO-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1DJZDjYO-E


--------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------  \ 

   

ICD SPRING TREE SALE FUNDRAISER 
Despite the late winter weather, spring is near.   The Ingham Conservation District  
is currently accepting orders for our Spring Tree Sale Fundraiser.   This is an 
important annual event for the Ingham Conservation District  that provides most of 
their operational funding for the year.   They are offering conifers, broadleaf trees, 
shrubs, fruit trees, berries, planting accessories and more.   Most of the trees and 
shrubs are native to Michigan. The deadline for o rders is March 26th.  Order pick up 
and walk-in sales from remaining inventory will take place April 20th and 21st.    



Ingham Conservation District  Tree Sale Fundraiser 

Order Deadline: March 26th 

Pick Up Orders and Shop Remaining Inventory 

1031 West Dexter Trail, Mason 

Friday April 20th 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday April 21st 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Order online at  https://www.inghamconservation.com/tree -sales 

    

 

  

https://www.inghamconservation.com/tree-sales


 ----------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Entrepreneurs in Greater Lansing will find increased opportunities for funding through a new program initiated by the Lansing 
Economic Area Partnership . Fund Lansing will leverage a global online crowdfunding platform called Kiva. The idea, says 

LEAP, is to increase funding for small business ow ners and startups across Ingham, Eaton, and Clinton counties.  

Fund Lansing is meant to fill that gap by opening doors to funding within the region and around the globe. The Kiva lending 
system, he explains, funds ideas by leveraging private loans and crowd funding. LEAP is an approved trustee with an executed 
agreement with KIVA, and will help entrepreneurs with the application process, provide business advice, and assist in 
marketing private funding campaigns.  

The program involves a handful of simple steps.  First, eligible borrowers apply for 0 percent interest loans for $500 -$10,000. 
Approved applications move into a private fundraising phase in which the applicant asks 20 to 25 individuals in their persona l 
networks to be the first lenders. After the priva te fundraising period, the loan goes public on the Kiva website and reaches 
hundreds of thousands of funders worldwide. Once goals are met, funds are distributed, and repayment begins the following 
month.  
--------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Doberman Technologies LLC Named to ChannelE2E 
Top 100 Vertical Market MSPs: 2018 Edition  

Doberman Technologies LLC  been named to After Nines Inc.'s ChannelE2E Top 100 Vertical 
Market MSPs list and research (http://www.channelE2E.com/top100 ) for 2018. The annual 
list and research identify and honor the top 100 managed services providers (MSPs) in 
healthcare, government, finan cial services, manufacturing and additional vertical markets.  

The Top 100 Vertical Market MSPs rankings 
are based on ChannelE2E's Q4 2017 and 
January 2018 readership survey, and 
ChannelE2E's vertical market industry 
coverage. MSPs featured throughout the l ist 
and research leverage deep vertical market 
expertise to drive annual recurring revenues 
(ARR) in specific market segments. 

This year's research revealed several key MSP market trends. Among the Top 100 Vertical 
Market MSPs for 2018: 

¶ Honorees generated a combined $277.3 million in vertical market annual recurring 
revenue (ARR) for 2017, up from $247.6 million in 2016.  

¶ Honorees are managing a combined 574 million users. 
¶ The most successful vertical market MSPs are zeroing in on healthcare and financial 

services, while manufacturing and legal sector activities are accelerating.  

Doberman  was ranked among the top vertical market MSPs in Healthcare  

"We're thrilled to have been recognized on ChannelE2E's Top 100 Vertical Market MSPs for 
the third year due to ou r expertise in Healthcare I.T.," said Ian Richardson, CEO of 
Doberman Technologies LLC . "Doberman  has focused on Healthcare since our founding in 
2005 and has a deep understanding and unequaled reputation amongst the Healthcare 
community in our market."  

"After Nines Inc. congratulates Doberman Technologies LLC on this year's honor," said Amy 
Katz, CEO of After Nines Inc. "By diving deeper into vertical markets, top MSPs have the 
opportunity to increase their profitability and company valuations, while build ing stronger 
relationships in key market segments."  

The ChannelE2E Top 100 Vertical Market MSPs list and research are overseen by Content 
Czar Joe Panettieri (@JoePanettieri). Find the online list and associated report 
here:  http://www.channelE2E.com/top100  

 

  

http://www.purelansing.com/Fund-Lansing
http://www.purelansing.com/Fund-Lansing
http://www.channele2e.com/top100
http://www.channele2e.com/top100


Mason Students 
Recognized at MSUFCU 
Art Competition 
Each year Michigan State University Federal Credit Union (MSUFCU)  holds an Art 
Exhibit to display and promote student art in the region. Several Mason Public 
Schools students submitted their works this year for consideration. The competition 
is voted on by the public and votes were placed at either the MSUFCU headquarters 
where the art was on display or online. In addition, there is also wa s a juried 
competition.  

This year the following students were recognized for their artwork:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jayna Bennett (Black and White photo of salt drawing) - Second Place Peoples' Choice Award and 
$200 cash & Juried Honorable Mention and $25 cash 
  

 
Austyn Southwell (Pen and Ink Dragon sketch) - Third Place Juried Award and $100 cash 
  



 
Cameron Swanson (Batik Fish) - Juried Honorable Mention and $25 cash 
  

Mason High School also received the School Spirit trophy which is awarded for the 
most votes from visitors and students to the MSUFCU headquarters and on their 
website.  

"It is a joy to work with young artists at Mason High School. I love seeing them 
stretch their creative muscle, hone skills with materials and focus on design 
principles. The y always surprise me with fresh ideas and how hard they push 
themselves to be the best they can," states Jennifer Harrington, Mason Public 
Schools High School Art Teacher.  

According to the National Endowment for the Arts, students who study art are four 
ti mes more likely to be recognized for academic achievement and three times more 
likely to be awarded for school attendance. Art enhances student learning in a 
positive way and many opportunities are available throughout the region. Mason 
Public Schools will  continue to offer a wide range of fine arts, performing arts and 
visual arts to support student achievement.  

 
 



Doberman Technologies LLC Recognized  
for Excellence in Managed IT Services  

 
Doberman Technologies LLC , Home of Stress-Free.IT, announced today 
that  CRN®, a brand of  The Channel Company, has named Doberman 
Technologies LLC to its 2018 Managed Service Provider (MSP) 500 list in the 
Pioneer 250 category. This annual list recognizes North American solution providers with 
cutting -edge approaches to delivering managed services. Their offerings help companies 
navigate the complex and ever -changing landscape of IT, improve operational efficiencies, 
and maximize their return on IT investments.  
 

In today's fast-paced business environments, MSPs play an important role in helping 
companies leverage new technologies without straining their budgets or losing focus on 
their core business. CRN's MSP 500 list shines a light on the most forward -thinking and 
innovative of these key organizations.  
 

The list is divided into three categories: the MSP Pioneer 250, recognizing companies with 
business models weighted toward managed services and largely focused on the SMB market; 
the MSP Elite 150, recognizing large, data center -focused MSPs with a strong mix of on-
premises and off-premises services; and the Managed Security 100, recognizing MSPs 
focused primarily on off -premise, cloud -based security services. 
 

Doberman  has shown commitment and growth in supporting small businesses throughout 
Michigan, with a focus on those in the Healthcare and Manufacturing space. "We're thrilled 
to have been recognized for the third year in a row," said Ian Richardson, CEO of 
Doberman . "Doberman  exists to help our clients achieve their goals through our team, and 
our continued recognition to that commitment is reflected in this recognition."  
 

"Managed service providers have become integral to the success of businesses everywhere, 
both large  and small," said Bob Skelley, CEO of The Channel Company. "Capable MSPs 
enable companies to take their cloud computing to the next level, streamline spending, 
effectively allocate limited resources and navigate the vast field of available technologies. 
The companies on CRN's 2018 MSP 500 list stand out for their innovative services, 
excellence in adapting to customers' changing needs and demonstrated ability to help 
businesses get the most out of their IT investments."   
  
The MSP500 list will be featured in the February 2018 issue of CRN and online 
at www.CRN.com/msp500. 

 

 

http://www.crn.com/
http://www.thechannelco.com/
http://www.crn.com/msp500


Mason Public Schools Forms Capital Improvement Committee    
Monthly Meetings Scheduled to Share Plans with the Community 

 
Mason Public Schools has formed a Capital Improvement 
Committee (CIC) to oversee the details of the capital 
improvement project underway after the passage of the 
$69.7 million bond proposal in November 2017. The first 

meeting was held February 19, 2018.  

  
Board President, Kurt Creamer, appointed Christopher Mumby (Committee Chair), 
Liz Evans and Steve Duane to the CIC. The CIC will meet monthly with the 
superintendent, chief financial officer, facility director, architect, construction 
manager, technology director and o wner's representative to discuss the project and 
to prepare information for the full Board of Education.  

  
At the first meeting, the CIC heard updates on the Harvey Education Center (HEC)  
schematic design, high school weight room renovation, technology in frastructure 
and equipment, the removal of the pole barn at the  HEC and the disposal of excess 
district equipment.  The high school weight room renovation will include new weight 
and exercise equipment, paint, a new floor and a new drinking fountain.  Surplus 
equipment is being gathered from across the district and Sheridan Realty and 
Auction Co. will host an online auction to sell old and excess equipment.  

The CIC will meet monthly on the fourth Thursday, and the public is welcome to 
attend all meetings to stay informed on the progress being made. "Community 
members are encouraged to attend the monthly CIC meetings. The information 
shared and discussed will be important as we move through the project," stated 
Superintendent, Ron Drzewicki. In addition, as mo re details form, information will 
be shared on the Mason Public Schools website. The next CIC meeting is on 
Thursday, March 22, at 6 pm.  

  
 

 

 



ASK Recognized for Excellence in Managed IT Services  
  
Application Specialist Kompany (ASK),  
has announced that CRN®, a brand of 
The Channel Company, has named ASK 
to its 2018 Managed Service Provider 
(MSP) 500 list in the Security 100 
category. This annual list recognizes 
North American solution providers with 
cutting -edge approaches to delivering 
managed services. Their offerings help 
companies navigate the complex and 
ever-changing landscape of IT, improve 
operational efficiencies, and maximize 
their return on IT investments.  
  

In today's fast-paced business environments, MSPs play an important role in helping 
companies leverage new technologies without straining their budgets or losing focus 
on their core business. CRN's MSP 500 list shines a light on the most forward-
thinking and innovative of these key organizations.  
  
\The list is divided into three categor ies: the MSP Pioneer 250, recognizing 
companies with business models weighted toward managed services and largely 
focused on the SMB market; the MSP Elite 150, recognizing large, data center -
focused MSPs with a strong mix of on-premises and off-premises services; and the 
Managed Security 100, recognizing MSPs focused primarily on off-premise, cloud -
based security services.  
  
With a growing need for managed security and cybersecurity services for the SMB 
market, ASK invested its resources and talent into th e launch of its Enhanced 
Security Services division in 2016. Since then, ASK has continued to grow the 
division and expanding services into end-user training, Live Security Monitoring, and 
risk assessments. This is ASK's second year in a row being recognized in the MSP 500 
Security 100 category.  
  
"Managed service providers have become integral to the success of businesses 
everywhere, both large and small," said Bob Skelley, CEO of The Channel Company. 
"Capable MSPs enable companies to take their cloud computing to the next level, 
streamline spending, effectively allocate limited resources and navigate the vast 
field of available technologies. The companies on CRN's 2018 MSP 500 list stand out 
for their innovative services, excellence in adapting to custome rs' changing needs 
and demonstrated ability to help businesses get the most out of their IT 
investments."  
  
"By offering managed IT services and managed security services, we can lead the 
discussion with our clients and make sure their businesses are well  equipped for 
future," said Michael Maddox, president of ASK. "Security issues are becoming more 
complex every day. Our clients depend on us for security recommendations, best 
practices, and security solutions to help propel their business forward. We are 
honored to be recognized with this award for two years in a row."  
  
The MSP500 list will be featured in the February 2018 issue of CRN and online at 
www.CRN.com/msp500.  
  

http://www.crn.com/msp500


   
 
Mason Public Schools James C. Harvey Education Center , 400 S. Cedar Street in 
Mason, will host a preschool open house 6-7 p.m. on Monday, March 19. There will 
also be an open house for summer, early-learning and before and after -school care 
6-7 p.m. Tuesday, March 20. Call 676-6528 with questions.  

 

 
  

 



 
LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS  
by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)  
  
At the beginning of every year, industry analysts survey the state of the 
employment market for pilots and maintenance technicians. To sum up the 
consensus of the major analysts: There has never been a better time to consider a 
career in aviation maintenance as a licensed A&P technician.  
  
Every year, Boeing does an exhaustive study on the long-term demand for pilots, 
maintenance technicians and flight attendants.  It is the reference guide everyone 
in the industry uses for future trends. To quote from the opening of the latest 
(2017) study, Boeing says:  
  
"Global fleet growth will continue to drive a strong demand for technicians to 
repair and maintain the airplan es. Newer generation airplanes will help moderate 
the demand somewhat by allowing longer intervals between maintenance checks, 
fewer non -routine tasks and improved airplane reliability.  
  
As airlines continue to take delivery of new airplanes, advances in  airplane 
technology will drive an increased need for technicians skilled in avionics, 
composites and digital troubleshooting.  
  
For the time frame of 2017 -2036, the need for maintenance personnel is largest in 
the Asia Pacific region, which will require 256,000 new technicians. Airlines in 
North America will require 118,000, Europe 111,000, the Middle East 66,000, Latin 
America 49,000, CIS/Russia 25,000 and Africa 23,000. The total requirement is for 
648,000 new maintenance technicians."  
  
(As a frame of reference, Boeing forecasts for the 2017 -2036 time frame a need for 
637,000 new pilots for all regions of the world).  
  
As you can see, there are, and will continue to be, jobs for graduates of schools like 
LCC's Aviation Technology program. We routinely  field calls from employers asking 
when our students graduate. Just as Delta did last year with LCC, manufacturers, 
repair and overhaul facilities and other major airlines are now looking at creating 
partnerships with FAA-approved schools such as LCC to not only create a hiring 
pipeline, but to offer course materials and training assets that enhance a student's 
awareness of and familiarity with industry trends and needs. This ensures greater 
employability and easier acclimation to the workplace after gradua tion.  
  
Commensurate with demand, starting salaries have also increased. We routinely see 
starting salaries ranging from the mid $40,000s to low $50,000s for large repair and 
manufacturing facilities. Smaller FBO -type facilities typically pay less, but wi th the 
increasing demand for skilled technicians, and to attract and retain talented 
employees, we expect those salaries to increase as well.  
  
If you know someone who is thinking about a career in aviation maintenance, or 
thinking about a career change, now is a great time to be a licensed maintenance 
technician.  
 

 
  
 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



  
NEWBERRY AVIATION SCHOLARSHIPS 2017/2018 
  
The Experiment al Aircraft Association 
Chapter 55  has named four students as 
recipients of their Newberry Aviation 
Scholarship for 2018. Mohammed 
Boumarte, Evan Falk, Dustin Girard and 
Jayne Snider are students in the 
Lansing Community College  Aviation 
Technology  program located at Mason 
Jewett Field , Mason, MI. Each will 
receive a scholarship in the amount of 
$750.00. EAA Chapter 55  has a long-
standing commitment to support 
educational opportunities for students 
seeking aviation careers. These 
students were chosen based on a 
combination of academic achievement 
and defined goals for the future. The 
Chapter  raises funds to support their 
scholarship program by hosting a 
pancake breakfast in June and Mason Aviation Day in August. Additional information about 
the chapter and t heir fund -raising events can be found at www.eaa55.org Pictured (L -R): 
Mohammed Boumarte, Jayne Snider and Evan Falk. Dustin Girard was unable to attend the 
award presentation.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------  
The Mason Council 9182 Knights of Columbus  will serve its last winter/Lenten fish 
dinner 4:30-7 p.m. on Friday, March 23 at St. James Catholic Church , 1010 S. 
Lansing St., Mason. Dinners are $11 for seniors and $12 regular dinner, with extra 
fish a la carte. Dinners include baked and fried cod fish, fried shrimp, baked potato 
or French fries, coleslaw, green beans, dinner roll, mac -n-cheese and a dessert 
selection.  
------------------------------------------ --------------------------------------------------------  

  

Sponsor the Hearts of Fun 5k Walk/Run  

Payment information:  Please return sponsorship form 
by April 1, 2018  

Make Checks payable to: Ingham Intermediate School 
District  

Reference: Hearts of Fun 5K Run, Walk & Roll 
Mail to : Hearts of Fun 5K Run, Walk & Roll, C/O Ingham 
Intermediate School District,  2630 W. Howell Road, 
Mason, MI 48854 
Questions? Call Anna Lowe at 517-244-1202 or email at 
alowe@inghamisd.org 

mailto:alowe@inghamisd.org
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--------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------  

State Representative Tom Cochran  invites residents to join him for coffee and 
conversation on Friday, April 13 th at 9:00 a.m. at Bestsellers Books & Coffee  
located at 360 S. Jefferson in Mason.  

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ----------------------

 



 
   

Henry Ford Allegiance Health Creates 
Greater Access to Expert Heart Care  
  
In another strategic step in its affiliation with 
Henry Ford Health System, Henry Ford 
Allegiance  Health  announced it will join 
forces with the ca rdiac surgery team at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. A pioneer in 
structural heart techniques, Henry Ford Hospital is committed to offering new clinical trials 
and the highest quality of personalized care in our region. Using an integrated approach to 
care and expanded technology, Henry Ford offers access to life -saving protocols that have 
increased heart attack survival rates from 50 to 84 percent.  

  
Division Head of Cardiac Surgery at Henry Ford Hospital's Heart & Vascular Institute 
Gaetano Paone, MD, said, "Henry Ford Health System is committed to enhancing the quality 
of cardiac care in the Jackson area by sharing system best practices, and we look forward 
to serving the region.   We are also honored to welcome cardiac surgeons Mahender Macha, 
MD, and Vincent Simonetti, MD, as members of the Henry Ford Allegiance Medical Group 
(HFAMG)." 
  
Dr. Macha and Dr. Simonetti have served the Jackson community since Henry Ford 
Allegiance Health  first brought open -heart surgery services to the Jackson area-an event 
that marks its 10th Anniversary this year. The team has since completed more than 1,430 
open-heart surgeries.  

  
"Jackson area residents will have local access to many benefits, along with the consistency 
of the same high-quality providers who will continue to practice in the community. As part 
of the HFAMG, Dr. Macha and Dr. Simonetti remain dedicated to providing the highest level 
of cardiac surgical services close to home," said Dana Snider, Administrative Director of 
Cardiovascular and Interventional Radiology services. 
  
Georgia Fojtasek, President and CEO, Henry Ford Allegiance Health , said, "As cardiac care 
continues to evolve, integrated approaches will improve patient outcomes. Connecting 
with the outstanding team at Henry Ford Hospital will further e nhance our ability to 
provide safe, high quality cardiac and vascular care locally."  

  



 
 

  

  



 
Mason Public Schools' Board Approves Over $770,000 
in Bids for Technology Infrastructure Improvements  
Capital improvements to network, wireless and cabling syst ems will begin in late Spring  

  
At the Mason Public Schools Board of Education meeting on Monday evening, the 
Board approved bids for technology infrastructure improvements with installation 
to begin in late Spring. The Board of Education approved contrac ts totaling 
$773,193.06. The technology contracts will be with Delta Network Services in the 
amount of $588,384.06 for network, wireless and UPS (uninterruptible power 
supply) improvements, Universal Cabling System in the amount of $48,184.00 for 
fiber opt ic cabling and Datacom Group in the amount of $136,625.00 for low 
voltage cabling.  

  
Technology improvements will include replacing switch infrastructure in each 

building which currently is up to 14 years 
old. Wireless access will be significantly 
improved by increasing access points 
from 112 to 370. Backup batteries will 
be installed in each building to provide 
at least one hour of power to phones in 
case of a power outage.  

  
  Last fall, the Dart Foundation  and 
Mason Public Schools Foundation  
awarded Mason Public Schools $840,000 
in grant dollars to purchase over 3,200 
Chromebooks for classroom use. Since 
July 1, the district has purchased and 

distributed 1,700 Chromebooks and will be purchasing the remaining Chromebooks 
this summer. This brings the tot al amount of Chromebooks to 2,580 currently 
available for student use.  

  
Additionally, the district has applied for reimbursement of technology 
infrastructure expenses through the federal E -rate reimbursement program. This 
program allows eligible schools to identify needs and submit requests for 
competitive bids to the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC). The 
specific reimbursement figures are not currently available and could be 60% of the 
total infrastructure cost. Access to this program is n ot guaranteed each year due to 
potential federal budget constraints.  

  
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki said, "It is important for Mason Public Schools to 
continue to be good financial stewards of community resources. This opportunity 
for reimbursement fro m the federal government may not be available in the future, 
so it was important for us to meet all E -rate deadlines to be eligible for rebates."  

  
Specific details regarding the improvements to district technology infrastructure 
are available on the Mason Public Schools  website at www.masonk12.net.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



 
  
Mark your calendars! Dart Investment Centers has tentative d ates for 
their upcoming outdoor Friday summer movies: June 29 th , July 27 th , 
and August 17 th . Movie titles will be announced over the next couple 
of months.  
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  


