
 

 

 

 

       

 

  

 

  
 

    

MASON 
in Motion 
 UPDATE  
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 We appreciate the patience and cooperation of all our members as your 
Chamber's staff and volunteer leadership assist in the investigation of certain 

irregularities in our fund balance. More information will be available as soon as it 
is able to be verified.  
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2019 Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

Leadership Circle 

 Douglas J. Klein, APR, CTA 

Luanne Dancer in honor of Shirley Richards 

Mike and Chris Waltz 

 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE MEMBERS ARE PROMINENT BUSINESS 
AND COMMUNITY LEADERS. OUR MACC MEMBERS VALUE 
THEIR COMMITMENT TO STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY 

WITH THEIR LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT OF THE CHAMBER'S 
FUTURE. FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU, YOUR BUSINESS, 
OR YOUR ORGANIZATION MAY JOIN THE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE, 

E-MAIL MASONCHAMBER@MASONCHAMBER.ORG 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

18TH   LIGHT PARADE AND TREE 
LIGHTING ARE TRADITIONAL 
HIGHLIGHTS OF MASON 
NOVEMBER 23RD HOLIDAYS 
CELEBRATION 

  

       Every year about this time, 
the City of Mason sets up their "Big 
Santa" and mailbox at the corner of 
Jefferson and Maple Streets, puts up 
their holiday decorations on 
downtown streetlights, and area 
merchants start to offer holiday 
values. These are the signs that 
Mason is getting ready for Friday, the 
day after Thanksgiving. Just a few 
weeks before Christmas on that Friday evening, the community holds its annual 
Mason Holidays Celebration. 

This year the traditional "Big Tree" tree lighting will once again be in front of 
the Ingham County Courthouse. Thanks to Express Tree Service and other 
sponsors, LED light strings were first installed on the tree in 2013. They have been 
putting them up and taking them down ever since. Again this year, net proceeds of 
the annual Mason Area Chamber of Commerce raffle (ML#R46765) and a tree poster 
contest by Mason area 5th graders are going toward partially funding the costs of 
the lighting. 

Dennis Howe, 2018 Mason Citizen of the Year, will be assisted by the winning 
5th grader in the poster contest to officially give the order to light the Christmas 
tree on the west side of Courthouse Square at about 6:30 p.m. Also, earlier in the 
evening starting at 6:00 p.m., downtown near the big tree, will be a welcome 
message by City of Mason Mayor Russ Whipple, music from the Mason High 
School Santa Band, and more. 



The United States Marines will have a "Toys for Tots" collection station near the 
"Big Santa" at Courthouse Square during the afternoon and evening. Food and warm 
drinks will be available on the square from nonprofit organizations, the Mason A&W 

Restaurant wagon, Mason Optimist 
Club, churches, and several 
downtown businesses. 

For many years, Dart Container 
Corporation has been the presenting 
sponsor of the Mason Holidays 
Celebration. MSU Federal Credit 
Union, American Legion Post 148, 
VFW Post 7309, Girl Scouts Heart of 
Michigan, City of Mason, Ingham 
County, and CP Federal Credit 
Union are also partners or sponsors of 
the evening's events. 

"We are proud to have Dart Container Corporation as presenting sponsor for the 
day's events again this year. We also thank the City of Mason for closing streets and 
allowing us to start the parade in the Bond Park parking lot," said Emily Fenger, 
MACC program assistant.   She also encourages folks to help with the events by 
volunteering. 

"The City of Mason is a big partner. They help by coordinating traffic. They also 
mandate that parade participants know they are not to throw anything, especially 
candy, or get on or off any unit that is in motion," Emily Fenger added. 

The lighted parade steps off at 6:15 p.m. from Bond Park, just north of the 
downtown. The parade route this year starts out by going south on Rogers to Ash, 
west on Ash, and then north on Jefferson, and east on Maple. It will then turn left 
to go north on Barnes back to Bond Park. 

Up to 40 lighted parade units will represent many area groups and businesses and 
will include the Mason Fire Department, Dart Container Corporation, Mason 
Public Schools, Ingham County Road Department, Dart Bank, Two Men & a 
Truck, ServiceMaster Absolute, Mason Rotary Club, CADL - Mason Library - 
among many others. 

From 4:30 to 5:45 p.m., Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at the Mason Area 
Historical Museum to meet the younger children. They also are in the parade with 
the Mason Fire Department and afterward meet up with Mason Area Historical 
Society members who will take them back over to the Museum at 200 E. Oak Street 
to meet older children and families. Information on all events is available by e-
mailing masonchamber@masonchamber.org or calling (517) 676-1046. For the most 
recent information, click on "Events" at the www.masonchamber.org website. 

  



  



    



   



 

 MASON CELEBRATES SMALL BUSINESS ON NOVEMBER 24 
           The Mason Area Chamber of Commerce and Mason Area Independent Business Alliance has 
announced its participation in this year's Small Business Saturday, taking place on November 24th. 
Small Business Saturday is a day dedicated to supporting local small businesses and strengthening 
and celebrating communities across the country. 

          To celebrate the day, from 10:00 a.m. until noon, Chamber volunteers will be stationed at 
the "Big Santa" and his "Letters to Santa Mailbox" on the southwest corner of the Ingham County 
Courthouse Square. They will be there to take pictures on a family's phone or camera and 
encourage local shopping. 

          "The first 150 people to come to the corner and get their photos taken will get free Santa 
hats, courtesy of sponsor Ware's Pharmacy," said Emily Fenger, MACC program 
assistant.   Bestsellers Books and Coffee Company is also sponsoring "Cocoa on the Corner" 
providing hot chocolate to all who come by that morning during the event. 

          The City of Mason and Ingham County are also partnering in the event. Information on all 
Mason area events is available by e-mailing masonchamber@masonchamber.org or calling (517) 676-
1046. For the most recent information, click on "Events" at the www.masonchamber.org website. 

          Created by American Express in 2010, Small Business Saturday serves as the ceremonial 
kickoff to the holiday shopping season for small businesses across the United States. Small Business 
Saturday celebrates the diversity of small businesses across the U.S. and the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce and its Mason Area Independent Business Alliance recognizes the importance of 
supporting small businesses, the jobs they help create, and the culture they instill in local 
communities. 

          According to the U.S. Small Businesses Administration, small businesses nationwide account 
for most of net new private-sector jobs created and represent about 99 of firms with paid 
employees. Merchants and consumers can learn more about Small Business Saturday and how to get 
involved by visiting ShopSmall.com. 

 



  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FROM THE MACC MIXER COMMITTEE: 

Be a part of the annual MACC Holiday Party & December Mixer! 
  

Please consider supporting the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's annual holiday party 
mixer which will be held on Thursday, December 6, 2018from 5 to 7:30 PM at the Ingham 
County Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash Street. Expected attendance is 250, 
based on past years' attendance, and is made up of local business owners and managers, 
associates of chamber members, and community leaders. The proceeds of the event are 
used for our "Mason Values" program, which help us promote local businesses and the 
importance of keeping money in our community. Again this year, at the close of the mixer, 
we will also be doing our MACC Raffle drawing. The MACC Raffle benefits our community 
too, especially with Mason's Christmas decorations. 

  

Businesses are asked for donations every day and the Chamber never asks 
for donations. Donations are made to charitable, cultural, and educational nonprofit 
organizations. Instead, as a nonprofit business association, we ask your business 
for sponsorships - a value opportunity for your business that is exchanged for the 
sponsorship. There are many kinds of Chamber sponsorships available, but the special ones 
for the Holiday Party December Mixer are the Presenting Sponsorship, Supporting 
Sponsorships, Event Sponsorships, and the "Taste of Mason" sponsorships. We are grateful 
that MSU Federal Credit Union is our presenting sponsor this year and that Origami Brain 
Injury and Rehabilitation Center and Mason A&W Restaurant are supporting 
sponsors. Shumaker Technology Group and Ingham County Fairgrounds are event 
sponsors. There is room for more supporting and event sponsors. Our area restaurants, 
food/beverage businesses, and caterers are also valued sponsors, as they are being asked 
to provide food or beverages for about 250 people in the "Taste of Mason." 

  

However, for this event, we also ask every Chamber member for contributions of products 
or services in our auctions and door prize drawings, which is another form of sponsorship. 
All contributors realize the sponsorship value of having their name in event publicity, 
published in our newsletter, in e-mails before the party, and highlighted in signage and 
announcements at the party.   These silent and live auctions are really a great way to 
showcase your business' goods and services that have a value of $25 to $600. 

  

If your business doesn't have any items or services that can be a part of the auctions, you 
may choose to contribute items to our "Door Prizes" -- especially if you have a nice item 
with a logo imprint. This is also a form of sponsorship. If the item your business contributes 
has a value of less than $25, you should consider contributing the item or items as door 
prizes. Door prizes of all types are always welcome - and may be used all year long to 
promote your business. 

  

If you have any questions don't hesitate to call the Chamber office at (517) 676-1046. The 
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce is a business association and non-profit organization 
under the Internal Revenue Service status 501(c)(6). Our tax ID number is 38-1988898 and 
your contribution may be claimed as a normal business promotional expense. Call us today 
to be a part of this exciting event! 

  

Cordially,               Don Kill Mason Optimist Club 2018 Chamber President    

                             Jeff HaueterMason A&W Restaurant2018 Event Chair 

  



   

 



  

Mason Public Schools 
Foundation News 

Dart Container's 
Customer Service 
Appreciation Week Penny 
Wars resulted in a $1,128 
contribution to 
the Mason Public Schools Foundation. Thanks to the amazing employees at Dart 
Container for all your hard work and support. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dart Bank is collecting non-perishable food items and personal hygiene items for 
the local food banks.  They also are be a collection site for Toys for Tots for local 
children, as is the MACC Visitors Center. Please bring your non-perishable food, 
personal hygiene items and new unwrapped toys to their Mason Lobby.  Collection 
runs from Monday, November 12th until Friday, December7th, 2018. 



 

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Investors halt $7.2M plan to bring national hotel chain to Mason 

https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/11/13/developer-
halts-7-2-m-plan-bring-national-hotel-chain-mason/1974819002/ 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/11/13/developer-halts-7-2-m-plan-bring-national-hotel-chain-mason/1974819002/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/11/13/developer-halts-7-2-m-plan-bring-national-hotel-chain-mason/1974819002/


 

 

 

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------    

  



FROM THE MACC E-MAIL INBOX: 

  

From: "Barbara Brown" <iowababs@cfu.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2018 5:03 PM 
To: masonchamber@masonchamber.org 
Subject: murals 

    

I am from Mason, high school class of 1960, and was back in town last week and saw the murals on 
the wall of Kean's, the antique shop (used to be Dancer's) and in the alley by the bank (used to be 
Farmer's State Bank/Mason State Bank and I worked there in high school and after 
graduation).......My question is......who did the murals?......The one by the bank is ceramic tiles on 
metal rods that is so neat and not painted on a wall.....The painted stones appear to be just laying 
on the ground, although there is a wire running thru them (what's with the wire?)...... 

  

I am chair of the Cedar Falls Public Art Committee and we have looked at having murals on our 
downtown shops and the idea of the mural on metal strips is an interesting idea.....and the bright 
flowers on Kean's wall are just beautiful along with the strings of lights that just make that alley so 
neat at night......I especially loved the Mason jars!! 

  

Any information you can give me would be great! 

  

The fact the buildings look freshly painted and the 
windows and keystones/capstones just make the whole 
downtown fresh. 

  

Thanks! 

  

Barbara Howery Brown 

Cedar Falls, Iowa 

   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Barbara -- I'll be sure to pass along your compliments!  Here are a few articles about the 
projects.  Let me know if you have further questions.  Thanks.  --Doug 
 
http://www.purelansing.com/News/ID/1381/New-Alley-Activations-in-Mason-Adds-to-Regional-
Collection-of-Permanent-Public-Art-Funded-by-LEAP-Public-Art-Grants 
 
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/08/10/artist-paints-garden-onto-
keans-store-mason/959055002/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZviLdm3kesU 
 
https://www.wilx.com/content/news/New-art-on-display-in-Mason-497710381.html 
 
http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/news-release-new-alley-activations-in-mason-adds-
to-regional-collection-of-permanent-public-art-funded-by-leap-public-art-grants      

Douglas J. Klein, APR, CTA 
Executive Director 
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 
148 E. Ash Street 
Mason, MI  48854 
Phone: (517) 676-1046 
FAX: (517) 676-8504 

http://www.purelansing.com/News/ID/1381/New-Alley-Activations-in-Mason-Adds-to-Regional-Collection-of-Permanent-Public-Art-Funded-by-LEAP-Public-Art-Grants
http://www.purelansing.com/News/ID/1381/New-Alley-Activations-in-Mason-Adds-to-Regional-Collection-of-Permanent-Public-Art-Funded-by-LEAP-Public-Art-Grants
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/08/10/artist-paints-garden-onto-keans-store-mason/959055002/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/08/10/artist-paints-garden-onto-keans-store-mason/959055002/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZviLdm3kesU
https://www.wilx.com/content/news/New-art-on-display-in-Mason-497710381.html
http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/news-release-new-alley-activations-in-mason-adds-to-regional-collection-of-permanent-public-art-funded-by-leap-public-art-grants
http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/news-release-new-alley-activations-in-mason-adds-to-regional-collection-of-permanent-public-art-funded-by-leap-public-art-grants


 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
Mason Public Schools Foundation News 

It was an exciting for the Mason Public Schools Foundation as they presented 
checks to the leaders of the district's five schools as well as the special education 
department and the school district for student enrichment activities. In total the 
Foundation awarded $56,000. They look forward to all the great things the schools 
will do with this money and thank all the supporters of MPSF that made it possible. 

Here is the breakdown: 
Mason High School - $15,000 
Mason Middle School - $9,000 
Alaiedon Elementary - $4,000 
North Aurelius Elementary - $4,000 
Steele Elementary - $4,000 
Mason Special Education Department - $5,000 
Mason School District Student Enrichment - $15,000 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MasonPublicSchoolsFoundation/?__tn__=%2CdkCH-R-R&eid=ARCkYFrnnDtIUym-LWsa1oDWNf-uQYNSRYihSHRkhuiS8SKaCVhgXWFfopR3cGDS5FLXysucup-iz9eW&hc_ref=ARSaQ0fw9KHrMJ04fEE3a1FDFyZ1lkeVN-6Ei9x-LrJ91xP7u-8uzQng4dWklczKbgA&fref=nf&hc_location=group


 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

FROM THE MPS SUPERINTENDENT: 

Bulldogs, 
 

There has been significant growth in the robotics program throughout the district 
and we have worked to expand opportunities for our students K-12.  Our high school 
robotics team, the Tractor Technicians #3655, have competed successfully at the 
regional, state and national levels.  Our high school has and plans to continue to 
host regional and state competitions and this past spring our robotics team, led by 
Ben Shoemaker, was awarded the Governor's Positivity Award for their effort to 
promote robotics state-
wide.  As a result, there is 
a need for a competitive 
space for our students to 
learn. 

  

The district plans to open a 
dedicated Robotics Center 
at Mason High School that 
will be available for use by 
high school, middle school 
and elementary robotics 
clubs.  The space that was 
previously occupied by the 
gymnastics team at the 
high school and is now 
vacant, will be home to the district's new Robotics Center.  The center will allow 
students to put their academics to the test and utilize science, technology, 
engineering and math skills as well as apply creativity to their designs. 

  

The district is currently working with an architect and Mr. Shoemaker to develop 
plans for the Robotics Center.  Construction bids are due back to the district by 
October 30th.  The Board of Education will review and award bids at the November 
Board of Education meeting.  Renovation and construction will begin in November 
with a January of 2019 completion date.  In total, the district has budgeted 
$150,000 for the project using both general and sinking fund dollars. 

  

We are excited to provide the improvements for our students and look forward to 
continued success.  Thank you for your support of Mason Public Schools. 

  

Ronald Drzewicki, Ed.S. 

Superintendent 

Mason Public Schools 

          

  



 

 

Welcome New GLCVB Membership Manager Melissa Nay 

  

The Greater Lansing Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (GLCVB) is pleased to 
announce it has hired Melissa Nay, CTA 
as Membership Manager for the 
organization. Nay comes to the GLCVB 
from WKAR-TV and Radio where she 
was the Director of Corporate 
Development for six years. Previously 
she was a Sales Manager with the 
Lansing State Journal for 12 years. Nay 
holds a bachelor's degree in Advertising 
from Michigan State University, sits on 
the Board of Directors for the University 
Club of MSU and serves as Past Chair for 
ATHENA WIN and on steering 
committees for Habitat for Humanity, 
Child and Family Charities and The 
Wharton Center. 

  

"Continued growth of our membership 
base is an important part of the future 
plans of our organization," said Jack 
Schripsema, President and CEO of the 
GLCVB. "We are confident that Melissa's 
experience and valuable community relationships will make her a perfect fit for 
this key role." 

 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

MSU Federal Credit Union has partnered with TWO MEN AND A TRUCK®  for their 
annual Movers for Meals event to provide donation drop off locations at Greater 
Lansing branches. Movers for Meals averages 5,000 pounds of non-perishable food 
items each year, and all donations are delivered to the Greater Lansing Food Bank! 
Donations will go to families in Clinton, Eaton, Ingham, Clare, Isabella, Gratiot, and 
Shiawassee Counties! If you wish to participate, please drop by Greater Lansing 
branches and look for the Movers for Meals donation boxes. Collections are from 
now until Wednesday, November 21, 2018. 

  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



 

  

Ele's Place Receives 
$7,300 for Mason Public 
School Program from 
100+ Women Who Care - 
Mason 

  

The 100+ Women Who Care Mason 
Area Chapter chose Ele's Place as 

their September 2018 funding recipient. The group donated $7,300 on September 
24 to Ele's Place to fund the following programs at Mason Public Schools: 

• In-school eight-week peer support groups for students grieving the loss of a 
parent, sibling or other loved one 

• Go-To Grief Toolboxes for school counselors: 5 (1 for each school) 
• Coping backpacks that MPS 

counselors will give grieving 
students upon their return to 
school following a death: 10 
backpacks (more if funding 
allows)      

$5,900 was donated by 59 members 
of the 100 Women. In addition, a 
Silent Partners men's group added 
another $1,200.  
  
The 100+ Women Who Care Mason Area Chapter was founded in Spring 2018 and is 
designed for women who are interested in making a positive impact within their 
local community, but who also have limited time and want their donation to have 
the greatest impact. The group meets four times a year to contribute $100 each to 
a selected local nonprofit for a combined impactful donation. All projects must be 
specific and not include operations. 

  
The original 100 Women Who Care was founded in November of 2006 by Karen 
Dunigan of Jackson, MI, as a simple way to raise money efficiently and quickly for 
local worth cause, 100+ Women Who Care has grown to over 200 members in 
Jackson and chapters continue to form all over the world. Karen passed away in 
April 2014, but her legacy of the impact women can have in their community lives 
on. 
  
To join or for more information visit 100+ Women Who Care Mason, MI on Facebook. 
You can also pick up information near the front door of City Hall.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------- 



   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A MESSAGE FROM HFAH: 

  
At Henry Ford Allegiance Health, we are constantly seeking to give our patients 
the best possible care experience. Feedback from patients and their family 
members helps us to spot opportunities to do even better. By volunteering for 
the Henry Ford Allegiance Health's Patient/Family Advisory Council, you can be 
the "voice of experience" and provide the valuable input we need to improve care 
for you, your family and your community in the future. 
  
As a Patient/Family Advisor, you can choose from a variety of volunteer options. 
You could participate in projects that help us to improve: 

• Care delivery 
• Patient care policies 
• Communication - printed materials and online messages 
• Quality and safety 

No training is needed, but you will need to attend a Volunteer Services orientation 
meeting and have prior experience as a patient or family member of a patient. 
Patient/Family Advisors typically give 1 to 4 hours of their time per month. 
Visit HenryFord.com/PatientAdvisor for more details about this opportunity and 
learn about the application process. 

  
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://allegiancehealth.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f830b08cca1525af772b81a1&id=b693539776&e=d4f6e9dd52


 

   
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Mason Alum Earns Prestigious National FFA Officer Role 

Adrian Schunk has been named the National FFA Eastern Region Vice President 

  
At the National FFA Convention & Expo last week, it was 
announced that former Mason High School student, Adrian 
Schunk has been elected by delegates to serve as the Vice 
President of the National FFA Eastern Region. Adrian Schunk 
was an active member of the Mason FFA chapter prior to 
graduation. She is now a communications major at Michigan 
State University. 
  
Mason High School principal, Lance Delbridge said, "this is an 
amazing honor for Adrian and we are proud that she is an 
alumnus of Mason's FFA program. Under Pete Barnum's 
leadership, this group of students and alumni continue to excel 
in positive ways. Congratulations to Adrian for this outstanding 
accomplishment." 
  
Each state nominates one student to be considered for a 
National officerposition. After the nomination, there is a rigorous selection process which 
narrows the candidate pool down to 21 finalists. Of the 21 finalists, 6 officers are elected. 
National officers then commit to a year of service to the National FFA Organization. 
Each officer travels more than 100,000 miles to interact with business and industry leaders, 
thousands of FFA members and teachers, corporate sponsors, government and education 
officials, state FFA leaders, the general public, and more. The team will lead personal 
growth and leadership training conferences for FFA members throughout the country and 
help set policies that will guide the future of FFA and promote agricultural literacy. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

FROM THE MPS SUPERINTENDENT: 

  
On Monday, November 5th the MPS Board of Education approved bids to install video 
camera systems and stop arm cameras on all of the district buses.  The new buses 
we purchased in the summer have this technology, but our older buses do 
not.  Once the installation is complete all of the buses will have the most up-to-
date technology available to make the transportation of students as safe as 
possible.  The new stop arm cameras will allow us to capture photos of drivers and 
license plates of vehicles who pass school buses illegally when the stop arm is 
out.  We can turn those images over to law enforcement for further 
investigation.  Installation is planned to be completed by mid-December. 
  
Work on the high school auditorium sound project is set for November 13th and 
14th.  The $57,000 project is funded by two generous donations from Dart Energy 
and Bob and Nancy Bryans in memory of their son Jason Bryans.  The scope of the 
project includes replacement lighting, addition of a follow spot, new sound system, 
a wireless intercom system and wireless headsets.  These upgrades will provide 
lighting in all areas of the stage, which previously had some areas that were not 
adequately lit.  In addition, performances will be easier to hear for all school 
productions due to the use of wireless microphones.  Overall, the sound and light 
quality will be much improved providing a richer experience for performances. 

  
Two classrooms at Mason High School and two classrooms at Mason Middle 
School are participating in a furniture pilot and will be outfitted with different 
furniture styles and configurations (see attachment) over Holiday Break. Students 
and staff will have the opportunity to test out the furniture styles and 
configurations in order to get a better sense of which types of furniture will be best 
for Mason as well as which types will be best for a grade or a subject.  A secondary 
level furniture committee has been meeting this past year and will utilize the 
feedback from this pilot to make recommendations to the district.  During this 
pilot, the furniture will be installed at the middle school in the classrooms of Ellyn 
Delpier (Grade 8 ELA) and Laura Lewis (Grade 8 ELA).  At the high school, the 
furniture will be installed in the classrooms of Jeremy Cunningham (ELA) and Amy 
Kelly (Math).  Members of the secondary furniture committee are Lynn McCoy, 
Casei Marlan, Kathy Hicks, David Dodendorf, Steve Jackson, Benjamin Shoemaker, 
Ted Berryhill, and Meeghan Mooney(GMB). 
  
On the bond website (bondprojects.masonk12.net), we added updated construction 
photos of interior demolition and exterior site work from the Harvey Education 
Center.  In case you missed it, we also hosted Facebook live last night while the 
Board toured the HEC, check it out on our Facebook page. 
  
Thank you for your continued support of MPS. 
  
Ronald Drzewicki, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 

Mason Public Schools 



  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 



  

   

"Mason, I'm excited to announce that ACD has been busy running new fiber optic 
cables around town. In the past, your business had little to no choice in internet 
and phone providers but all that changes today!" 
https://acd.net/save50/ 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  

 
LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS 
 
by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu) 
  
If one does a Google search for aviation maintenance positions, many openings appear, both in the 
U.S. and overseas. Aviation maintenance employers other than the typical three (airlines, 
manufacturers and major repair facilities) are hiring in increasing numbers. These additional 
employers include flight schools, corporate aircraft operators, colleges like LCC who need 
instructors and overseas operations requiring FAA-licensed A&P maintenance technicians or their 
equivalent. 
  
What is remarkable about the opportunities is not just the sheer number of openings, but the 
starting salary and benefits package offered to entice applicants. In the past, $40,000 plus benefits 
was considered a good starting package. $50,000 and up plus benefits is the new starting norm, and 
overseas positions are paying at least twice that amount to attract qualified technicians. 
  
Boeing's annual industry forecasts all point to an increasing demand that is progressively going to be 
harder to meet. All FAA-certified Part 147 schools like LCC's (177 schools in the U.S.) produce about 
4,500-5,000 graduates per year. Over the next 20 years, it is estimated that there will be over 
189,000 new positions in the North America, and about 754,000 00 worldwide. If you do the math, 
there is a definite shortage that is only going to accelerate. Parenthetically, the pilot shortage 
about which we all have read is equally noteworthy. Over the next 20 years, there will a worldwide 
demand for over 790,000 pilots. North America's share is approximately 117,000. 
  
Based on publicity concerning the demand, and recent local and national media exposure about our 
program, we have experienced significantly more inquiries from prospective students than ever in 
the past. Our students start the program every fall, and we already have a sizeable number who 
have indicated they want to enroll in the class starting in August 2019. That's nine months from now 
and is a strong indicator of the increasing acceptance of what NBC News called the "New Collar Jobs" 
featured in pervious articles. Highly skilled, technically competent workers can earn a substantial 
starting salary without a four-year college degree and have significant advancement opportunities 
over the course of their career. Aviation maintenance is clearly at the forefront of that trend. 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://acd.net/save50/


 
----------------------------------------------------------------------    
  
Mason High School is bringing 5 Minutes Tops, the 'Shark Tank' - esque pitch 
competition, back for the third year. The first event was small, but the second year 
doubled in pitches and scholarships given -- all because MACC members donated 
time and money to get the students excited and assist them with their business 
venture and schooling. 
  
Are you are interested in either donating time to be a 'Shark' or donating 
scholarship money (which is tax deductible)? They are planning to have the event 
on Monday, February 4, 2018 at 5:00 pm in the Mason High School library. 
  
5 Minutes Tops is a pitch competition that allows students to prepare and present a 
startup idea to local business owners for a chance to win cash prizes and assistance 
in their endeavor. The barrier of entry is as low as possible to encourage students 
to step outside of their comfort zone and take action. Students have 5 minutes to 
convince the panel to buy into their idea, there are no other requirements to fill. 

  
If you are interested in donating please contact Brittany Catalano 
at catalanob@masonk12.net. If you know of others that would also be interested, 
please let her know or forward the information on to them. 
  

mailto:catalanob@masonk12.net


--------------------------------------------------------------------   

   
---------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® Kicks Off  
Movers for Meals® Drive to Aid Hungry Families 
Community-Supported Program Feeds Families this Holiday Season 
  
To fight hunger this holiday season, TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® of the 
Greater Lansing area is partnering with the Greater Lansing Food Bank 
to host its annual Movers for Meals collection drive to provide 
nonperishable food items to families with the goal of putting more food 
on tables. 
  
According to Feeding America, 42 million Americans struggle with 
hunger, which is nearly equal to the 43.1 million officially living in 
poverty. Even more shocking statistics show of this number, 13 million 
are children and 5.4 million are seniors that don't get enough to eat.  
    
This year, TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® is partnering with local businesses 
who will serve as drop off points for nonperishable food items. 

• The Coffee Barrel 
• Educational Childhood Care Center (EC3) 
• Flex City Fitness 

http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/hunger-facts/hunger-and-poverty-statistics.aspx


• MSUFCU branches in Charlotte, East Lansing, Haslett, Holt, Lansing, Mason, 
and Okemos 

• McLaren of Lansing 
• Merritt Press 
• Ross Medical Education Center 
• Tutor Time in Dewitt 
• Tutor Time in Okemos 
• TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® International 
• WLNS 

Necessary items for donation include: 

• Canned goods 
• Dry goods 
• Boxed dinners 
• Rice 
• Pasta 
• Beans 
• Freeze-dried foods 
• Dehydrated fruit 
• Other nonperishable food items 

This fall marks the eighth anniversary of the Movers for Meals program. 
The program was first introduced in Michigan in 2010 and by 2012, 
franchises donated 16,000 lbs., of food to food banks across the state. 
The program is expected to continue its nationwide reach this year. 

  
Headquartered in Michigan, TWO MEN AND A TRUCK is the largest 
franchised moving company in North America. Currently there are more 
than 390 locations and 2,900 trucks operating in 43 U.S. states in 
addition to Canada. TWO MEN AND A TRUCK has performed more than 
7 million moves since its inception in 1985. The company has seen 
consistent monthly growth dating back to December 2009 with more 
than 100 consecutive months of growth. 

  
In 2018, Entrepreneur Magazine ranked TWO MEN AND A TRUCK as one 
of the top 500 franchises in the U.S for the 24th consecutive year and 
ranked the company No. 1 in the moving/junk removal category for the 
third year in a row. In 2017, the company also made the Inc. 5000 list 
of the fastest-growing private companies in America for the fourth 
time. Each location is independently owned and operated. For 
franchising opportunities, visit franchise.twomenandatruck.com. 

  
For more information, contact Laura Larson, Marketing 
Coordinator, TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® Lansing, 1200 Keystone 
Avenue, Lansing, MI 48911, O: 517.960.2001, C: 517.918.9045. 



  

 



     

 

"LUNCH & LEAD" EVENT PROVIDES LEADERSHIP 
& PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
  

   Strategic goals of the Chamber include promoting membership, sponsorship, 
leadership, and fellowship. In past years, the Ambassadors Committee has invited 
new and prospective Chamber members to attend "Chamber 101" sessions to learn 
how to maximize Chamber benefits, 
   For the second year, the Ambassadors Committee has reworked the sessions to 
become "Lunch and Lead" noontime sessions at the Chamber office, limited to 12 
people each. These are now quite popular.  Lunch will be provided at the FREE 
session starting at Noon and the actual program will be from 12:15 to 12:55 PM. 
Sessions are sponsored by Shumaker Technology Group and still looking for 
sponsors to defray the cost of lunch. In-kind contributions are welcome! 
   The next "Lunch & Lead" is scheduled for Thursday, January 24th and another 
identical session will be on Thursday, March 21st. For more information about these 
sessions or to reserve a spot in either one, please contact the Chamber office or 
any Chamber Ambassador. 
  
 

 
  
 

 

 

 



  

 THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU ON CHAMBER COMMITTEES 

  
   The Chamber's Board of Directors relies on many committees to plan, implement, and 
evaluate programs and activities during the year. Each committee depends on volunteers 
like you to contribute time and energy to help make every activity a value for Chamber 
members. Contact the Chamber office to get in on the action! Ad hoc committees meet as 
necessary, usually only three or four times a year. Standing committees meet monthly and 
make their reports to the Board of Directors. Four of these standing committees and their 
chairpersons and secretaries are: 
   Ambassadors Committee - Mike Waltz, Mason Kiwanis Club & Jeff Haueter, Mason 
A&W -- The Ambassadors Committee helps members get the most value from their 
Chamber membership by coordinating networking events, sponsoring ribbon cuttings to 
bring attention to business milestones, and by providing a variety of additional 
opportunities to mentor new and current members. They oversee all of the Chamber's 
networking events, for which there are several ad hoc committees. 
   Economic Development Committee - Cheryl Benjamin, Dart Container & Ron 
Drzewicki, Mason Public Schools -- The Economic Development Committee seeks out 
opportunities for business growth in the Mason area to create value for our entire business 
community. They maintain a list of available commercial space, identify and help resolve 
issues that may inhibit business growth, and provide community information to prospective 
business partners to promote economic growth. 
   Hometown USA Committee - Debbie Shattuck, Maple Street Mall & Jamie 
Robinson, Darrell's & Bestsellers -- The Hometown USA Committee has an overall objective 
of highlighting the value of the Mason area and Mason area businesses through supporting 
the marketing and promotional activities of members. Organizing group advertising 
programs, assisting with marketing planning, promoting buying locally, and much more -- 
are all activities aimed at bringing more business to the Mason area and keeping resident's 
dollars close to home. They oversee all of the Chamber's community events, for which 
there are several ad hoc committees. 
   Membership Services Committee - Ian Richardson, Doberman Technologies & Scott 
Ring, MSU Federal Credit Union, The Membership Services Committee recommends new 
Chamber member services and enhances the value of membership by providing 
opportunities for businesses to become more efficient and effective. The committee looks 
for new services and benefit programs that add value to Chamber membership. They 
organize and work on the annual MACC Raffle and other fundraisers that provide essential 
funding for creating value in our community. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I want to... VOLUNTEER AT A CHAMBER EVENT 
Want to Sign up for Something? Great! You'll need a SignUp link or personal 
invitation to access SignUp.com. Don't have one or have one that's not working? 
Please contact us at your Chamber office and we'll get you signed up right away. Or 
do it yourself -- here's our ink: http://signup.com/go/HWdffC 
  
NEW INFO: SignUp.com DOES NOT support public search anymore (for security 
purposes as many of their activities involve kids). However, they now have a mobile 
app. Here's our link: http://signup.com/go/HWdffC 
  
I want to... *Register at SignUp.com to access all my current activities. 
Register to create a password and account so you can access SignUp.com and your 
activities by signing in at any time. *Registration is NOT required to sign up to 
participate or volunteer. Here's our link: http://signup.com/go/HWdffC  

 

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
http://signup.com/go/HWdffC


 
 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
    
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card? 

  
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!    
Check out all the values at the website.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

  
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Final Note: 
 
     Continuing a 46-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its "MASON in Motion" printed 
and mailed newsletter near the end of each month.  This hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber 
events and programs, new Chamber members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a 
short four-page format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month are designed to be 
removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided 
to continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out.  This also maintains value 
for limited advertising.   
     Sponsorships that include a benefit of a newsletter insert are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key 
decision-makers in the Mason area.  This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members, 
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders.  A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also available to all the same 
day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org.  Deadline is the 20th 
of the month for all submissions.  Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited for space 
and consistency of the publication.   
     Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion UPDATE" newsletter 
electronically.  This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who have submitted their e-mail addresses to the 
Chamber, provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select 
stakeholder.  A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in 
Motion" newsletter is included in the UPDATE.  A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at 
the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab.   Deadline is the 10th of the month 
for all UPDATE submissions.  All items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication 
consistency.  
     It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have e-mail addresses submitted 
to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most.  Of course, those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get 
much more frequent information e-mailed to them.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look ahead for upcoming events on: 
www.masonchamber.org  
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE 

MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR 
REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

CLICK ON NEWS AT: 

www.masonchamber.org  
  

TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS 

 Click on Events at:  

www.masonchamber.org 

 

MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is being sent to those 
who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce as contact people for Chamber 

members, associates of Chamber members, and select Chamber stakeholders.  
  

To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail.  Instead, use the 

UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the subject 
line to: masonchamber@masonchamber.org  

  
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail, just let us 

know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!  

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN MOTION" 
NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO 

ONLINE AND CLICK ON NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG  
  

 

http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://www.masonchamber.org/newsletterARCHIVE.html
http://www.masonchamber.org/
mailto:amasonchamber@masonchamber.org
http://www.masonchamber.org/
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102135377222

