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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.

The office will also be closed on Friday, December 21st from 12 noon to 3 PM.
Hours will also be limited between Christmas and New Years.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2019 Mason Area Chamber of Commerce

Leadership Circle
Douglas J. Klein, APR, CTA
Luanne Dancer

in honor of Shirley Richards

Mike and Chris Waltz
Dart Bank

in memory of Rollin B. Dart

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE MEMBERS ARE PROMINENT BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS. OUR MACC MEMBERS VALUE THEIR
COMMITMENT TO STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY WITH THEIR LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT OF THE CHAMBER'S FUTURE.
FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU, YOUR BUSINESS, OR YOUR ORGANIZATION MAY JOIN THE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE, EMAIL MASONCHAMBER@MASONCHAMBER.ORG

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley Grieve, Shanda Johnston, and Debbie
Shattuck are the winners of the Winter Edition of
the 2018 MACC Raffle. Congratulations!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2019 MACC Annual Award Winners Named
Each year, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce recognizes excellence in the
Mason area at our annual Awards Dinner. Awards are presented for Citizen of the
Year, Excellence in Education, Excellence in Business, President's Award, and
Special Recognition. The Chamber's 2019 Annual Awards Dinner will be held the
evening of Thursday, February 7th at Eldorado. This year, the following awards will
be given to deserving businesses, groups, and individuals:
•

Kerry Minshall of the City of Mason Fire
Department and Mason Firefighters
Association is selected as the recipient of the
Mason Area Chamber's 2019 Citizen of the Year
Award. This award recognizes people who have
made significant contributions to the community
over several years through their caring and
concern.

•

Sweetlees Boutique is selected for the 2019
Excellence in Business Award. This award is
presented to a business for innovation, risk, and
growth that represents the entrepreneurial spirit
of business development.

•

Cortney Ford, a science teacher at Mason
High School, is selected as the recipient of the Mason Area Chamber's 2019
Excellence in Education award. This award recognizes an educator who best
exemplifies the qualities that inspire students to learn and value education.

•

Don Waskiewicz of Deep Blue Insights is selected for the MACC 2019
President's Award. This award recognizes a person who has made significant
contributions to the Chamber's goals over the past year.

•

Ginger Kenny-Sweet of the Kiwanis Club of Mason is selected for the 2019
Special Recognition award for individuals in appreciation for her commitment
to the Mason area community and his dedication to helping Mason grow.

•

The Mason Sycamore Creek Garden Club is selected for the Chamber's 2019
Special Recognition award for organizations in appreciation for all they have
done to enrich the quality of life in our community.

As part of the Annual Awards Dinner event, recognition is also given to retiring
Chamber Board members, Chamber leadership, and 2018 volunteers. Prepaid
dinner reservations are $40 per person. Since only a limited number of seats are
available, businesses, organizations and individuals are advised to send in their
checks well before the mailed-in prepaid reservation deadline of 1:00 p.m. on
Friday, January 18th. Credit card prepaid reservations are also taken in person at
the Chamber office, by phone, and on ChamberMaster. However, after January
18th, the prepaid reservations go up to $50 per person, if any are still
available. Reservations close on February 1st.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CITY RESIDENTIAL TRASH PICKUP
Notice from Granger: Winter Weather Tips
* Find a good place to put your bag/bin/cart. Shovel a spot at the curb or place your container in
your driveway so our drivers can service it.
* Keep your cart out of the street to avoid any plow truck causalities.
* Make sure your cart can be closed all the way so snow or rain doesn't get in. This will keep the
contents from freezing.
Granger does their best to service our customers during winter weather conditions, but may run a
bit behind. As a reminder, customers have a collection day, not a time. They appreciate your
patience during the upcoming winter collection season.

2019 MACC Officers Elected
On December 7th, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce's 2019 board of directors
elected the Chamber's officers for 2019. Mike Waltz of the Kiwanis Club of
Mason was elected president, Melanie Squires of Dart Bank was selected as vice
president, and Aaron Fiedler of Fiedler Insurance Agency is returning as
treasurer. Don Kill of the Mason Optimist Club moved to past president and the
Chamber's executive director remains the secretary. The Mason Area Chamber
board has elected these officers for a one-year term that begins January 1, 2019
and ends December 31, 2019.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A proposed new construction project for the 100 block of West Maple Street in downtown Mason is a
24,000 square foot, three-story, mixed-use building with retail, office, and residential. Demolition of the
former shoe store and bowling alley now on the site could begin in the springtime.

----------------------

Ingham Conservation District Annual Meeting
On Thursday January 17th at 5:30 p.m., please join the ICD for an enjoyable evening
of good food and conservation conversations. Dr. James Averill, Deputy Director of
the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Acting State Veterinarian, will be their
guest speaker for the evening. His topic will be "Deer and Livestock Health Issues
affecting Ingham County."
Enjoy dinner and hear updates on many natural resource conservation efforts in
Ingham County. They will be honoring our 2018 volunteers and presenting their
Conservationist of the Year award. A silent auction will also be available.
Annual Meeting tickets are $10.00 per person and are available online
at https://www.inghamconservation.com/product-categories or by contacting
the ICD office. The ICD is seeking donations of auction items, please contact their
office if you are able to donate an item.

from Consumers Energy...
Get Comfortable This Holiday Shopping Season
It's a season for Americans to discover and celebrate small businesses. As you get ready,
shouldn't you make sure your business is comfortable? After all, comfortable customers are
more likely to stay longer, and spend more money. These simple tips will help you create a
more inviting indoor environment and save you money as well.
Check your heating system. If you haven't done so already, hire a qualified professional to
inspect and clean your heating system. It will help make sure your system is operating
efficiently and reliably.
Seal air leaks. Gaps around doors and windows not only make your heating system work
harder, but they can create drafts and cold spots that make your indoor environment less
comfortable and inviting. Check for and seal any gaps with caulk or weatherstripping.
Adjust the thermostat. Set indoor temperatures between 68°F and 72°F to save energy and
account for people entering your business from the cold wearing seasonal attire. Wi-Fi
thermostats optimize savings and convenience with programmable settings and remote
control.
Ensure airflow. Keep furnace vents clear from blockage by furniture and other equipment.
This will help ensure that air flows freely, maintaining a comfortable, uniform temperature
throughout your business.
Hit the lights. Dimmed or burnt out bulbs put your business, and your products, in a bad
light. Now's a great time to start upgrading to high efficiency LEDs. If you're using linear
fluorescent tubes for ceiling lights, LED replacement tubes and retrofit kits are available.
Vivid LED display lighting can also help make your products stand out.
These cost-saving measures will improve the comfort and efficiency of your business,
boosting your bottom line this holiday season and all year long.

Ingham Conservation District Year in Review
The Ingham Conservation District has completed its FY 2018 Annual Report, which is available for download from their
Report and Resources page. Here are some of the highlights from 2018:
Invasive Species
* The Mid-Michigan CISMA had direct contact with over 2,600 residents
* CISMA staff were at 20 events in Ingham County
* 59 residents and 84 municipal staff were trained in invasive species identification and management at 5 events across the
CISMA
* 8 Aquatic Invasive Species outreach events with >40 boats washed to prevent the spread of invasive species
* More than 12 acres of invasive phragmites, Japanese knotweed and black swallow-wort were treated
* New herbicide injector rental program for residents in the CISMA
Water Quality
* Celebrated the 10th year of our Volunteer Stream Monitoring Program with spring and fall monitoring of 11 local streams
and 41 volunteers!
* Hosted a Free Community Rain Barrel Workshop
* New Microplastics Study with Wayne State University and the City of Williamston
Recycling
* Tire Collection Event - nearly 1,300 unwanted tires were collected
Hunting
* Hunting Access Program is in its 2nd year
* 300 acre property maintained for public hunting access in Williamston Twp.
Education and Outreach
* ICD Staff participated in over 30 local events to promote conservation
* ICD is the Ingham Co. Michigan Green Schools Coordinator - 3 schools were certified in 2018
* Maintained and held tours of habitat demonstration sites on the ICD's 200 acre property
Agricultural Partnerships with USDA-NRCS and MAEAP
* ICD promotes EQIP, CRP and other federal cost share programs
* 2 new and 2 returning farms were MAEAP Verified
* 18 Risk Assessments and 31 Risk Reductions were completed
* 4 Free Well Water Screening events in Eaton and Ingham Co.
* $3,000 in cost share was provided to support risk reductions
The ICD wishes to thank the ICD volunteers, staff, Board of Directors and all of their partners and supporters for their hard
work in making these successes possible. Have a Happy New Year!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------Five Strategies for Managing Seasonal Affective Disorder
from Henry Ford Allegiance Health
Seasonal Affective Disorder does not need to be an annual tradition as winter approaches.
There are effective strategies for managing and even heading off SAD.
Each year, like clockwork, depression can set in as the days get shorter and the weather
turns colder. Instead of jumping out of bed ready to greet the day, many people want to crawl under the covers
and wait for spring.
More than just "the winter blues" or "cabin fever," Seasonal Affective Disorder, or SAD, is a serious form of
depression that can impact a person's health, productivity and relationships. While scientists aren't clear what
exactly causes SAD, seasonal and geographic patterns suggest the disorder is linked to diminishing daylight. This
decrease in sunlight may disrupt your body's internal clock, reduce levels of feel-good chemicals in the brain
(such as serotonin), and disrupt hormones that govern sleep patterns and mood.
The good news: You don't have to suffer in silence. Treatments for SAD are remarkably effective, and if you
take preventive measures before the season hits, you may be able to stave off the blues altogether.
Five strategies to manage seasonal blues:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Lighten up -- Light therapy, delivered by a device that contains white fluorescent light tubes covered by a plastic
screen to block the UV rays, may help to treat SAD. Aim for two to three 15-minute sessions each day.
Exercise outside -- Fresh air can help to make you feel better and exercise releases the feel-good hormone,
dopamine.
Use mind/body therapies -- Meditation, yoga, tai chi and deep breathing all help to improve the quality of thoughts
and feelings.
Shift your thinking -- When you are feeling down, combat those biological symptoms by doing something social or
trying a new activity or hobby.
Seek help -- If SAD symptoms are severe and impacting your ability to go about your day, your doctor may consider
prescribing an antidepressant to help you through the gray months.

6.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HEARTWOOD SCHOOL & THE UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN
The United Way campaign for the Mason Area Community Fund continues and the Hearts of Fun
Playground is a designated charity by the United Way. Heartwood School is continuing to raise funds
to enhance their inclusive playground for student and community use. To support this effort, you
can select the Hearts of Fun Playground as your charity of choice for your United Way contribution.
In addition, United Way has set up a website for direct contributions. Learn more about the Hearts
of Fun Playground on the IISD website. #InghamImpact

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------

MASON JEWETT CAMPUS

by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)

LCC's Aviation Maintenance Technology program was pleased to provide presentations by two of our
instructors for the October and November EAA chapter meetings. For those of you not able to
attend, Todd Cotter gave a presentation on propeller balancing in October, and Jim MacKay gave a
presentation on composite materials for November. Todd and Jim exemplify the experience,
presentation skills and dedication to student knowledge and success that all of our instructors
possess.
LCC's program is fortunate to have an exceptional instructor corps. Their average industry
experience exceeds 35 years, and one of our instructors has over 50 years' experience in general
aviation. They know airplanes. Given that we teach our students everything the FAA requires for
licensure as A&P maintenance technicians, our instructors' subject mastery has to be extensive.
One of the ways our instructors maintain currency in industry developments is attending seminars on
various subjects. Bringing back to the program the latest trends keeps our course material at the
leading edge of the aircraft maintenance and has enabled us to provide our students opportunities
such as the Delta Air Lines' partnership that distinguished our program from many others in the
United States.
Based on our reputation and student accomplishment, employers from as far away as San Francisco,
Grand Junction (Colorado), Atlanta, Dallas and points in between come to our facility and make
presentations to students. These presentations help students gain a complete understanding of what
aircraft maintenance opportunities exist and the types of jobs about which they may be interested.
Airlines, manufacturers, major repair facilities, corporate aircraft operators and smaller repair
facilities all are interested in hiring our students. Starting salaries now exceed $60,000 a year, and
the bar continues to move higher as completion for highly skilled, technically competent workers
increases. Having approximately 20 job opportunities prior to graduation is now the norm for our
students, and based on industry trends, the demand for aircraft maintenance technicians is
expected to remain strong for the foreseeable future.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just $25 -- a punch card for our most popular
Chamber networking events!
Save $12! NOW AVAILABLE!
Buy at the Chamber office right now!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community
events! Signup.com MACC Group Link:

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the website.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 47-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This
hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new
Chamber members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a
short four-page format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month
are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or
organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for
limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key decision-makers in
the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members,
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also
available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's
website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month for all
submissions. Items are included as space is available and submissions are edited for
space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion
UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who
have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated
with a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link
to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in
Motion" newsletter is included on the website. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter
is also available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the
"Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All
items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have email addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course,
those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information emailed to them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND INVITE
THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is being sent to
those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce as contact people
for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this e-mail. Instead, use the
UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe" in the subject
line to:masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail, just let us
know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN MOTION"
NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO
ONLINE AND CLICK ON NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854

