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A reminder:

Names of MACC members are usually in bold type in our publications.
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2019 Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
Leadership Circle
Douglas J. Klein, APR, CTA
Luanne Dancer in honor of Shirley Richards
Mike and Chris Waltz
Dart Bank in memory of Rollin B. Dart
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE MEMBERS ARE PROMINENT BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS. OUR
MACC MEMBERS VALUE THEIR COMMITMENT TO STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY WITH THEIR
LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT OF THE CHAMBER'S FUTURE. FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU,
YOUR BUSINESS, OR YOUR ORGANIZATION MAY JOIN THE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE, EMAIL MASONCHAMBER@MASONCHAMBER.ORG

----------------------------------------------------------------Check out our MACC Annual Award Winners in the news at:
https://issuu.com/greaterlansingbusinessmonthly/docs/glbm_feb_19/34

For prints of photos taken at the
2019 MACC Award Dinner,
contact Jeffrey Lee
Photography. Photos of the event
and contact information is available
at:
https://jeffreyleephotography.pixieset.com/macc2019/
--------------------------------------------------------------Check out our New MACC Board Members in the news at:
https://issuu.com/greaterlansingbusinessmonthly/docs/glbm_feb_19/32

----------------------------------------------------------------

Hawk Island Snow Tubing Hill –
President's Day Extended Hours
The Hawk Island County Park snow tubing hill will be open additional hours over the
President's Day Holiday weekend. The snow hill is open Friday, February 15, from 48pm and Saturday - Monday, February 16-18th, from 10am-8pm.
If you love outdoor fun and like to play in the snow, come out and play on the Hawk
Island Tubing Hill. Come jump on our Magic Carpet for a ride to the top of the hill
and be ready for the thrill of a 400' drop and the feel of winter's crisp air while you
fly across the snow! All ages are welcome, and no experience is needed for tubing.
If your toes and nose get chilly, visit the warming building for a cup of hot cocoa.
Regular hill hours are Friday 4-8pm and Sat & Sun 10am - 8pm. $10 per person, $8
per person for groups of 4 or more. For more information on the Hawk Island Snow
Tubing Hill, please go
to http://pk.ingham.org/About/Events/WinterSportsStatus.aspx

Mason Public Schools Seeks Operating Millage Renewal
Residents will be asked to vote on the renewal of the non-homestead property tax in May
On the May 7, 2019 ballot, Mason residents will be asked to consider the renewal of a 10year operating millage which was passed in 2010. The millage, which will expire with the
2019 levy, is an 18-mill non-homestead property tax millage. This non-homestead operating
millage is not paid by homeowners on their primary residences. This is a renewal of a tax
paid on non-homestead property including industrial, commercial, business, rental and
second homes.
This millage is not connected in any way to the bond that was passed in the fall of 2017 nor
the sinking fund millage that was passed in spring of 2016. This operating fund millage is
connected to State Foundation Grant funding only.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki noted, "This is not a new tax. It represents a renewal of
millage that will expire with the 2019 levy and a restoration of millage lost because of the
reduction required by the "Headlee" amendment." He added, "this amendment limits
increases to the rate of inflation and automatically "rolls back" the tax millage rate."
Legally, schools must levy 18 mills on non-homestead properties across the state. One mill
represents $1 for every $1,000 of taxable value on property. Without this non-homestead
millage renewal, all of the Mason Public Schools' operating millage would be reduced to
zero when the current authorization expires with the 2019 levy. The 18 mills is projected
to provide $3,500,000 of tax revenues.
Drzewicki said, "renewal of the millage will give the district the continued ability to collect
the full state funding for our schools. These dollars are critical for the operations of the
district."

In an e-mail from the Holt Business Alliance, they announce that the South
Lansing Business Association in conjunction with the Meridian Area Business
Association is having a euchre tournament at Chisholm Hills, 2395 Washington
Road, Lansing, MI 48911 on Thursday, March 14th, 5:30 -6:00 social time and 6:00 8:45 is the actual time for the tournament. The fee is $20 per person with $5 for
cost of building / sloppy joes - $5 to non-profit, $5 to winner and $5
to MABA/SLBA - cash bar.

Mason Public Schools Opens Kindergarten Registration & Holds Parent Night
Parents are encouraged register incoming Kindergarten students before March 15
Mason Public Schools has opened up online registration for 2019-2020 kindergarten students.
The Harvey Education Center will be home to all sections of Kindergarten and host to Mason's early
childhood students, in a newly renovated space; designed to meet the needs of our youngest
learners. Parents and guardians are asked to visit the Enrollment webpage to complete the process
between now and March 15.
Families with students already in the district should log into Skyward Family Access. Families who
are new to the district should follow the New Family Link to create a new Skyward Family Access
account.
On March 20, the district will hold a Kindergarten Registration Night at Mason High School. Parents
and guardians are encouraged to attend this event to gather additional information about
Kindergarten at Mason Public Schools. Required documents may be submitted and assistance with
registration will be provided
For students with special education needs, please contact the Special Education Office,
pattersons@masonk12.net or 517.676.6532. For families with unusual circumstances including
establishing residency, guardianship, homelessness and general questions, contact Jodi Somerville,
District Registrar & Homeless Liaison, somervillej@masonk12.net or 517.676.6490.
All students will receive their class assignments via Skyward by August 16, 2019. Bus assignments
will be available via Skyward by August 23, 2019.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jamie and Scott Robinson
of Darrell's Market and
Hardwarewere named
the "Top Dog" award
winners at the Mason
Public Schools
Foundation Red Carpet
Gala on February 2, 2019.
Congratulations!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outreach Opportunity for Ingham County Employees
The Ingham County Cultural Diversity Committee was formed in 1999 for the
purpose of recognizing Ingham County's diverse workforce. Each year Ingham
County sponsors an annual luncheon to recognize the diversity within its workforce.
The 20th Annual Cultural Diversity Luncheon will be held on Thursday, February 28,
2019, from 11:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m., at the Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash
Street, 313 W. Kalamazoo, Mason, Michigan.
Ingham County has a culturally diverse and changing population; and it is displayed
in terms of ethnicity, race, religion and many other characteristics. Many cultural
groups have special holidays, celebrations and ceremonies within their specific
communities. Each year the luncheon has grown in participation and attendance,
and it continues to get bigger and better. There is always a wide variety of
entertainment, foods, and outstanding speakers. The luncheon has gained support
from Ingham County Officials and Department Heads, Ingham
County Commissioners, Equal Opportunity Committee, NAACP, Spartans for
Diversity, the City of Lansing Mayor's Office, Diversity Lansing, local
businesses, Ingham County residents, and Ingham County employees.
The program is supported by the Ingham County Human Resources Department and
employee donations combined with the generosity of local area businesses. We are
expecting over 200 Ingham County participants. Highlights of the program include a
variety of delicious ethnic foods; educational information representing various
cultures; and door prizes. Is your business or organization willing to donate

to this cause? Your donation is welcome in any form: coupons, give-aways, gift cards, paper products, food, etc. Each participating business
or organization will receive recognition at the luncheon along with the
satisfaction of knowing that your generosity helped to support Ingham
County's educational diversity programming, which is available to those
who serve InghamCounty! (If you'd like, the Chamber will have a Visitors
Center outreach table at the event, and we'd be glad to distribute your items. Just
get them to the Chamber office by Tuesday, February 26th to be included.)
If you have any questions regarding the program, or this solicitation for donation,
please contact Kim Milton-Mackey at (517) 483-6346 or Kelly Rankin-Gomez (517)
676-9722 x 2321. Thank you in advance for your generosity! People like you help
make this program a success!

A Meals on Wheels Ham Dinner Fundraiser hosted by Tri-County Office on Aging
will take place on Monday, March 4, 2019 at 11 AM - 8 PM at the Mason A&W
Restaurant at 628 N. Cedar Street. March is National Nutrition Month®! Help
celebrate by enjoying a Ham Dinner for $5.99 to raise money for Meals on Wheels.
$2 of each meal sold will be donated to the Tri-County Office on Aging. Baked
goods and t-shirts will also be available for a donation! For more information.
please call Rural Ingham Meals on Wheels at 517-676-2775.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FROM:
Trinesha Goebel State Farm
Insurance Agent
On Monday,
February 4th, we
were honored to
participate in Mason
High School, 5
Minutes Tops
Competition.
Students competed
for cash prizes by
developing a business plan based on an idea of their choosing. Our very
own Lorie Leyrer-Droscha was one of the judges! So exciting to see
these young people dreaming and planning for their future! Each of the
participants did an excellent job!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Public Schools' Board Approves Bids
for Construction at Alaiedon Elementary
At the Mason Public Schools Board of Education meeting on February 4, the Board
approved bids for 13 construction contractors to begin work on Alaiedon Elementary,
which is part of Phase 1 of the Capital Improvement Project.
The total bid award was $8.3M. The contractors selected were LJ Trumble Builders for
general trades, Proline Concrete for concrete, TCI for site work, Davenport Masonry for
masonry, Howard Steel for structural and miscellaneous steel, Shively-Bouma for metal
studs, drywall and ceilings, Roofing Innovations for roofing, Traverse City Glass for
aluminum and glazing, Lansing Tile & Mosaic for flooring, Architectural Systems Group for
casework, Professional Thermal Systems for mechanical, United Electrical Contractors for
electrical and Promech Engineering for commissioning.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki said, "Mason Public Schools has been eager to continue
this much-needed work on our buildings over the next few years. The district is confident
in the contractors which were selected for the renovation on Alaiedon Elementary. It is
important for Mason Public Schools to continue to be good financial stewards of
community resources by selecting qualified contractors to do this work."
Bid recommendations for the North Aurelius Elementary construction project will go in
front of the Board of Education at a Special Board Meeting on Monday, February 18 at 7pm.
Details regarding the current status of projects funded by the 2017 bond can be found on
the Mason Public Schools Capital Improvement Projects website.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a reminder it's time to register for the ACS Relay for Life.
This year the email address
is http://www.relayforlife.org/greaterlansingMI.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From the EAA Chapter 55 newsletter:
Sophia Layos has been selected as the EAA Chapter 55 Young Eagle of The Year 2018 recipient. She
is a student at Charlotte High School. Sophia Layos attended the "Women's Aviation Career
Symposium" in early 2018, which provided her with an opportunity to talk with women in all
branches of aviation - pilots, flight attendant, airline captain, mechanics, etc. That event inspired
her desire to seek a career in aviation. She came to Mason Jewett Airport in August to experience
flight in a general aviation airplane as a part of EAA Chapter 55's Young Eagle Aviation Days and
flew with pilot Bob Clark. Sophia Layos was chosen based on her enthusiasm and interest in aviation.
She was presented with a commemorative certificate, a complimentary membership in EAA Chapter
55 and other gifts.

Pictured are Sophia Layos; Margie Clark, EAA Chapter 55 Young Eagles coordinator;
and Drew Seguin, EAA Chapter 55 president.

Also from the EAA Chapter 55 newsletter:
LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS
by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)
My past articles have focused on our aviation technology program and the requirements
our students must satisfy to become successful, highly skilled and technically
competent aircraft maintenance technicians. Since our students are well into their
spring semester studies, I thought this month I'd explain how our program fits in the
larger LCC picture, and also offer a few facts about LCC itself.
The aviation technology program is part of the LCC's Technical Career's Division. The
division offices and other division programs are located in LCC's facility on Mt. Hope
Road, just east of Creyts Road. Technical Careers is led by Mark Cosgrove, who is my
predecessor in the position I now hold. If you are interested in seeing the Technical
Careers facility let me know and we can arrange a tour.
Lansing Community College is one of the largest community colleges in Michigan, and
the community colleges larger than LCC are in the Detroit area. Students attend LCC in
statuses including full time, part time, on-line and continuing education. Funds
for LCC come primarily from state allocations, student tuition and property taxes from
the 15 communities contiguous to LCC. Tuition for students who live in the school
districts surrounding LCC (Bath, Dansville, DeWitt, East Lansing, Grand Ledge, Haslett,
Holt/Dimondale, Lansing, Leslie, Mason, Okemos, Stockbridge, Waverly, Webberville,
and Williamston) is $105 per credit hour. Compare that to MSU, WMU, EMU, etc. and
the value proposition is clearly in LCC's favor.
LCC has five campuses to conveniently serve students. The main campus is downtown,
just northeast of the Capitol building. There are also satellite campuses in East Lansing
and Howell. As I indicated, the Technical Careers campus is in West Lansing, and
Aviation is at the Mason Jewett Airport. Making classes convenient in location allows
more students to attend and is in keeping with the mission of community colleges.
A large number of programs offered by LCC transfer to four-year universities.
Completing the first two years (or in some programs three years) at LCC represents a
significant financial savings, and LCC works with many four year universities in
Michigan to ensure LCC graduates' courses of study are accepted in full. As an
example, LCC aviation students who complete all FAA-required courses and five
additional LCC general education core courses are awarded two Associate degrees, and
can complete their Bachelor degree at either Western Michigan or Sienna Heights
University in two years or less.

When one thinks about community colleges, the concepts of value, location,
transferability, individualized instruction and an education that leads to immediate
employment in areas currently in demand should be obvious. If someone you know
is thinking about where to start their post-secondary education, have them look
at LCC. The education opportunities are significant, the value is real and
employment prospects are immediate.

We Are Hiring in Mason!
Join us at our job fair in Mason as we interview and hire over 200 positive,
hardworking individuals to open our newest location! Job fair will be held on-site from
9am-7pm on February 21st, 22nd and 23rd.
Please fill out an application at klavons.com/careers. Once application is completed,
please PRINT and bring with you to the job fair.
We can't wait to meet you!

-----------------------

From: Origami Brain Injury Rehabilitation Center
Congratulations to this year's
recipients of our Annual Peer
Nominated Awards. Your love for
your work shines through in all that
you do. Thanks for the many
contributions you've made and
continue to make. This level of
recognition is very much deserved.
��Business Operations - Vaughn
Hubinger
��Client Care - Amy Bigg
��Client Support - Emily White
��Madhav Kulkarni Award for Clinical Excellence - Allie Burns
��Employee of the Year - Mari Behovitz
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM: Michelle Beloskur, Ingham Conservation District
Dear Partners and Friends of Conservation,
I'm sharing a copy of the Ingham Conservation District Tree Sale Catalog, a link to
our online store and a short blurb about our sale. This fundraiser is our largest
source of operational funding for the year. Please share with any of your contacts
that may be interested, and if you are able, on your websites, newsletters, and/or
social media outlets as well. If you have any questions, please let me know. Thank
you so much for your support!
Link to our website and online
store: https://www.inghamconservation.com/product-categories
The Ingham Conservation District Spring Tree Sale is going on now. Choose from a
variety of trees, shrubs, berries, fruit trees and more. Your purchase supports the
Ingham Conservation District (ICD) in its mission to connect county residents with
information and opportunities for environmental stewardship. The ICD is currently
involved in increasing awareness and management of invasive species, water
quality, habitat improvement, outreach to local landowners for farm and forest
management and environmental outreach to schools. The last day for orders is
March 25th.
Michelle Beloskur, Executive Director
Ingham Conservation District
www.inghamconservation.com
517-676-2290 ext 3

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Hearts of Fun Playground
Heartwood School continues fundraising efforts to
build an inclusive "Hearts of Fun Playground" that
focuses on the needs of all children, regardless of
disability. During non-school hours, this playground
will be open and available for community
use. Ingham ISD will host a 5k Run, Walk and Roll
on April 20 and a Golf Scramble on June
12 at Eldoradoin Mason. We hope you can join
participate! #InghamImpact

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------

President/CEO James P. Hallan
to retire from Michigan Retailers
Longtime President James P. Hallan of Michigan Retailers
Association announced that he'll retire on Aug. 26, capping a 34-year career
with what is now the largest state retail association in the nation.
Hallan's departure is part of a planned succession put in place three years
ago, when the MRA Board of Directors chose MRA's William Hallan to
transition into the leadership position. William Hallan currently is Executive
Vice President, COO and General Counsel.
James Hallan joined MRA in 1985 as General Counsel. A former assistant county prosecutor, he is a
graduate of Ohio Wesleyan University and the Detroit College of Law. He became President in 1989
and added the CEO title in 2008.
During his tenure, MRA formed Retailers Insurance Co., now licensed to write three lines of
insurance. Its credit card processing operation is a $1.4 billion enterprise with accounts in all 50
states.
MRA boasts a robust government affairs department, an educational foundation providing college
scholarships to members and two publications, the Michigan Retailer and the Michigan Food News.
The latter came under MRA's purview after Michigan Grocers Association joined MRA in 2018, just
over a year after Michigan Retail Hardware Association merged with MRA.
Under Hallan's leadership, MRA had many important legislative victories, including repeal of
Michigan's item-pricing act and the passage of the Main Street Fairness law.
"One of my favorite sayings is, 'The only constant is change,'" Hallan said. "Michigan Retailers had to
seek change in order to survive in the ever-changing marketplace, We've not only survived, but have
prospered over the years while adhering to our core mission of providing good value and service to
the membership."
Hallan also serves as president and CEO of Retailers Insurance Company. He is a past chair of the
board of Delta Dental of Michigan, Indiana and Ohio; the Renaissance Health Service Corp.; and the
National Council of State Retail Associations. He is a past president of the state YMCA and a former
member of the board of Fremont Insurance Company. He currently chairs the Delta Dental
Foundation.
He takes pride that he leaves the organization debt-free, with a growing membership.
William Hallan will take the reins on Aug. 27. Because MRA has evolved into a complex organization,
the Board of Directors wanted to identify a successor who could ensure a seamless transition and
lead the multi-faceted organization, said Board Chair Becky Beauchine Kulka.
"The board has chosen wisely," Beauchine Kulka said. "Bill will be fantastic as our new President and
CEO. We were fortunate to lure him here eight years ago and to carry on the traditions established
by his father."
"This will be an easy transition for the employees and membership," said James Hallan. "It's been an
honor to work with him over the past eight years and see him advance his career and earn the trust
of the board of directors. As you would expect, I'm very proud of his accomplishments."
William Hallan is a graduate of Denison University and a magna cum laude graduate of the University
of Toledo College of Law, where he served as articles editor on the Law Review. He was a litigator
with the Dykema Gossett law firm before joining MRA in 2011. He was twice appointed by Gov. Rick
Snyder to the state Organized Retail Crime Commission. He lives in Okemos with his wife, Michelle,
and three children, Olivia, Zachary and Theodore.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just $25 -- a punch card for our most popular
Chamber networking events!
Save $12! NOW AVAILABLE!
Buy at the Chamber office right now!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community
events! Signup.com MACC Group Link:

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC Member
Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the website.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 47-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce publishes its
"MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of each month. This
hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events and programs, new
Chamber members, news from member businesses and organizations, and more - in a
short four-page format. The several insert pages included in the newsletter each month
are designed to be removed for easy sharing or posting within a business or
organization. For this reason, the Chamber has decided to continue distributing this
newsletter in the conventional manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for
limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key decision-makers in
the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for Chamber members,
Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of the newsletter is also
available to all the same day it is delivered by the post office at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of the month for all submissions. Items
are included as space is available and submissions are edited for space and consistency
of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in Motion
UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded to all who
have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they are associated
with a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link
to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in
Motion" newsletter is included on the website. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter
is also available to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the
"Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All
items submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who have email addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of course,
those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent information emailed to them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY

EVENTS CALENDAR

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to:masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

