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The 2019 Greater Lansing Entrepreneurial
Awards Recognize Local Business Success
The 2019 Greater Lansing Entrepreneurial Awards were presented March 7 at Eagle
Eye Golf Club. Tiffany Dowling, publisher of Greater Lansing Business Monthly and
president and CEO of M3 Group, and Tony Willis, director of the New Economy
Division for the Lansing Economic Area Partnership and president of Lansing
PROTO, co-hosted the ceremony.
This year's Entrepreneurial Award winners included the Leadership Award going
to Paper Image Printing Centre in Holt.Missey Trudell of Paper
Image demonstrates not only what it takes to be a leader, but what it takes to be
successful in the face of adversity. By persevering and not giving up, even when
intimidated by industry leaders, she pushed through. She knows the importance of
leadership and creating a work environment where everyone has a voice.
The Greater Lansing Entrepreneurial Awards is presented by Michigan State
University Federal Credit Union. Additional sponsors include: Physicians Health
Plan, AdviCoach, Auto-Owners Insurance, Consumers Energy, First National Bank of
Michigan, Huntington Bank, Lansing Community College, Maner Costerisan, Martin
Commercial Properties, Triterra, Transworld Business Advisors, Union Bank,
Washington Avenue Advisors, WILX-TV 10, BRD Printing Inc., Eagle Eye Golf Club,
M3 Group and many more.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KIWANIS OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 from 6 - 8 p.m.
Mason-Holt Eagles Club, 1111 Cedar, north of Mason
Learn how Kiwanis International serving locally and abroad. Network with
Kiwanians in your community. Share your talents and time to serve
through Kiwanis. Kiwanis wants to support your ideas and contributions to our
community. For more information call 517-490-1041.

Mason High School's
New Assistant Principal Named
Hometown Hero
Kristin Higgins, who previously served as Mason High
School business and technology teacher was named the new
assistant principal at Mason High School last Fall. 'Higgs', as
she is known to the students and the community, joined the
current leadership team of principal Lance Delbridge and
assistant principal Nick Toodzio.
Additionally, 'Higgs' was recently named a Hometown Hero by Modern
Woodmen. Modern Woodmen is a fraternal, not for profit, financial services
company.
Modern Woodmen seeks to give back to the community by identifying and
encouraging local heroes. Modern Woodmen provides a donation in the recipients'
name to a charity or nonprofit of their choice. 'Higgs' chose to make the donation to
the Kato International Training Academy (KITA), which is a soccer academy located
in Nigeria founded by fellow Mason High School teacher, Paul Kato.
"She is constantly volunteering her time, exhibiting unlimited selflessness and never
asks for anything in return," said Chris Buck of the Modern Woodmen office in
downtown Mason."We were happy to name her a Hometown Hero even though she
would never ask to be recognized."
"'Higgs' changes lives for the better every day. As a teacher, she always had a wellprepared lesson, high expectations for everyone and passion to engage students in
learning. 'Higgs' knows how to connect with others and is well-respected by
students and staff alike," said Lance Delbridge, Mason High School Principal.
In her time as a teacher at Mason High School, 'Higgs' has run the school yearbook,
coached girls water polo, served as the announcer for the school's pool events and
organized events such as an annual soccer game to benefit students at the KITA.
She received her Bachelor of Science in Business and Chemistry Education and her
Master of Arts in Educational Administration from Northern Michigan University.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Following an intense weekend of district
competition at Carlson High School in
Gibraltar on March 9, Mason High School's
Team 3655 - Tractor Technicians had a
record of 12-5-0. The team was eliminated
in the semi-finals and ended the day ranked
3rd out of 40 teams. Members of the team
supported each other as well as other teams
who did not have the resources to be
competitive assisting with fabrication and
repair, even providing team members to
drive for a team without enough
participants!
Students represented Mason High School in a positive and professional manner and were recognized
for their efforts by earning the most prestigious award at FIRST. The Chairman's Award honors the
team that best represents a model for other teams to emulate and best embodies the mission of
FIRST.
Through an essay submission, the production of a 2-minute video, and a presentation and interview
at competition, students demonstrated the ways that the Tractor Technicians are transforming the
culture of the Mason community in ways that will inspire greater levels of respect and honor for
science and technology, as well as encouraging more of today's youth to become science and
technology leaders.
Winning this award qualified the team to the state robotics competition held at Saginaw Valley State
University. The team now looks toward their home competition in April 4-6 which is the next district
event for the team. Congratulations to the entire team for their fantastic performance!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ingham Conservation District's
Spring Tree Sale!
Last Day to Place Orders
is March 25th!
White Flowering Dogwood - A beautiful native tree
Choose from a wide variety of trees, shrubs, berries and more to improve the value,
appearance and habitat quality of your property. ICD also offers a unique and
delicious varieties of fruit trees and berries, such as Ambrosia Apple, Bartlett Pear
and Latham Red Raspberries!
Pick up dates are April 26th and 27th. More details and online store can be
found HERE.
This is the ICD's most important fundraising event of the year and they are seeking
volunteers to help us make it a success. Individuals and groups are invited to help
prepare and distribute tree and plant items. Most shifts are 3 hours, but any and
all help is welcome. Volunteer days will begin April 9th and run through the last day
of sales on April 27th. Please contact the ICD office for more information and
to sign up to volunteer.
-------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------

EAA Chapter 55 is participating in a fundraiser to
support the American Cancer Society's Relay for
Life. Please help by purchasing a 50/50 ticket
from a chapter member. The money raised will
allow the Chapter 55 logo to go on a track "fact"
sign placed along the walker's pathway.
The Relay this year will be held at the Corrigan
Oil (formerly Spartan) Speedway on June 14 at
6pm for 18 hours. Come out and join the
community for a walk around the track or stop in
at the Team Heartwood Gladrags' campsite for
pop and cookies.
Karen Merindorf and others are also selling luminaries in support of this fundraiser. Thank you for
supporting Relay's event and making it possible for many to celebrate more birthdays.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------At the recent awards ceremony for the 12th
annual MSU Federal Credit Union High School Art
Competition. Mason High School's Jayna Bennett
won 1st place people's choice and $300
cash award for her drawing (see below). There
were over 200 works of art on display during the
month of February at the MSUFCU headquarters and Jayna came out on top!
In addition, Mason High School won the Social Media
School Spirit award for the second year in a row. This
award is given to the school who has the most votes on
social media for their art students' works. There were
over 10,000 MHS votes this year! This is proof of our
community's support of the Mason Visual Arts Program.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

CITY OF MASON YARD WASTE
COLLECTION BEGINNING SOON
For those residents within the City of Mason, this is a friendly reminder
that Granger's yard waste collection will begin the week of April 1. Please
have your yard waste at the street by 7 a.m. on your service day to ensure
collection.
Also, please take note of these details of your service:

•
•
•
•
•

Yard waste consists of brush, grass clippings, leaves and tree trimmings.
Up to six 30-gallon paper yard waste bags, rigid containers or bundles can be set out weekly. (Extra
charges apply for additional materials.)
Brush and tree trimmings should be no longer than 4 feet and less than 2 inches in diameter. Tie with
string or twine into 12 inch bundles.
Reusable containers should be clearly labeled to avoid being disposed of accidentally.
Granger is not responsible for damage to non-commercial grade containers.

Additionally, yard waste can be dropped off at the Disposal Center of Lansing or the Disposal Center of Jackson
year-round. Go to the Granger website https://www.grangernet.com/self-haul-disposal/ for details, including
hours, location and pricing.

Mason Public School Board Approves Bids for
Construction at North Aurelius Elementary
At the Mason Public Schools Board of Education meeting on February 18, the Board
approved bids for 12 construction contractors to begin work on North Aurelius
Elementary, which is part of Phase 1 of the Capital Improvement Project.
The total bid award was $9.1M. The contractors selected LJ Trumble Builders for
general trades, Fessler & Bowman for concrete, Woodhull Construction for site
work, Davenport Masonry for masonry, Custom Steel Fabricators for structural and
miscellaneous steel, Walker Commercial Interiors for metal studs, drywall and
ceilings, Superior Services RSH, Inc. for roofing, Traverse City Glass for aluminum
and glazing, Lansing Tile & Mosaic for flooring, Myers Plumbing & Heating for
mechanical, United Electrical Contractors for electrical and Control Solutions for
commissioning.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki said, "Mason Public Schools is confident in the
contractors which were selected for the renovation on North Aurelius Elementary.
It is important for Mason Public Schools to continue to be good financial stewards
of community resources by selecting qualified contractors to do this work."
Details regarding the current status of projects funded by the 2017 bond can be
found on the Mason Public Schools Capital Improvement Projects website.

---------------------------------------------------------------------Merindorf Meats - Mason strives to deliver the best
products to their customers. They had another
successful year at the Michigan Meat Association
Convention, bringing home 6 awards:
Grand Champion - Merindorf Boneless Deli Ham
Reserve Grand Champion - Old Fashion Ham
Reserve Grand Champion - Summer Sausage
Champion - Emulsified Ring Bologna
Champion - Mango Pineapple Bacon
Champion - Smoked Salmon
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------

MSUFCU Announces its 2019 Charity Partners
MSUFCU has announced the charity partners MSUFCU employees selected for their 2019
charity campaign! Each year, employees work together to support our communities through
a yearlong charity campaign. MSU Federal Credit Union employees raised $231,780 for
selected 2018 charity partners and look forward to increasing fundraising and volunteer
efforts this year. MSUFCU's newest charity partners include Child and Family Charities, Be
Nice Mental Health Foundation, Hope Against Trafficking, and Capital Area United Way.
The Mason Area Community Fund is part of the CAUW.

-------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------

from Consumers Energy
Get Energy Smart with Building Maintenance
Saving energy is a great way to cut costs and boost profitability. But you're a
business owner, not an energy professional, so where do you start? Here's a tip:
lighting and HVAC systems make up more than 70 percent of commercial building
energy use, according to the U.S. Department of Energy. The following checklist of
maintenance and operational practices can help you start saving.
Lighting
Effective lighting maintenance can reduce your energy costs, improve productivity
and enhance visibility. Best practices include:
•
•
•

•
•

Clean the dust off fixtures, lamps and lenses every 6 to 12 months.
Clean or repaint small rooms every year, and larger areas every two or three
years. Dirt collects on surfaces, reducing the amount of light they reflect.
Replace lights in groups. Lamps can lose up to 30 percent of light output over
their service life. Group replacement saves labor and helps keep illumination
levels high.
Make sure lamps and fixtures are compatible. Installing new fixtures with
new lamps increases energy efficiency and service life.
Periodically test light levels to ensure that they match the space and tasks
being performed. The Illuminating Engineering Society provides light level
recommendations.

HVAC
A preventive maintenance program can save on energy costs and keep building
occupants comfortable and productive all year long.
Hire a qualified professional to inspect and clean your heating and cooling
systems at least once per year.
• Inspect seals, valves, pipe joints and instrumentation for leaks and make
repairs as needed.
• Check gauges and other instrumentation to ensure that they are in line with
building maintenance policies or manufacturer's guidelines.
• Be sure all dampers and linkages are connected and opening and closing as
intended.
• Clean heat transfer coils and replace filters as needed.
• Inspect motors and check belts regularly for tightness.
• Make sure your cooling system is charged with the right type and amount of
refrigerant-too little or too much can increase operating costs.
• Clean and recalibrate mixed-air and supply-air sensors regularly to ensure
that they match occupancy schedules and building operating conditions.
Preventive maintenance will improve the energy efficiency of these systems, and
you'll have the added benefits of increased equipment life and reliability. What are
you waiting for? Make preventive maintenance a part of your business energy
strategy.
•

Assess your business
Preventive maintenance is a smart way to save on energy costs, but a business
energy assessment can help you save even more. A qualified energy professional
will inspect your facility and analyze your energy use and recommend energy-saving
upgrades that will save you the most.

MSUFCU Business Event
Starting a Business with presenter Kellie Hanford will be
on Tuesday, April 16 from- 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
the MSUFCU Farm Lane Branch, 4825 E. Mt. Hope Road East
Lansing MI 48823. Cost: FREE
For individuals who are considering self-employment or are at
the beginning stages of starting their business. This workshop
helps aspiring entrepreneurs assess their abilities to lead and
manage a company, as well as evaluate market and sales
potential for their products/services. The basics of business
ownership are introduced, along with resources available to
help launch new ventures in Michigan.
https://www.msufcu.org/events/session/x3b0zvgn11012llrh9r
w
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

from EAA Chapter 55's newsletter Wingtips

LCC - MASON JEWETT CAMPUS
by Mark Bathurst (bathursm@star.lcc.edu)
Along with a number of our instructors, I recently attended the annual FAA
Inspection Authorization (IA) renewal course in Ypsilanti sponsored by the Eastern
Michigan Flight Standards District Office. Well over 100 IA and A&P maintenance
technicians were in attendance. As you may recall, the first step in an aircraft
maintenance technician's career is attainment of the A&P (Airframe and
Powerplant) certificate. LCC provides the necessary training and certification to
allow our graduates to test for the A&P license. After three years' experience as an
A&P, certificated maintenance technicians can test for the Inspection Authorization
from the FAA.
The Inspection Authorization allows A&P mechanics to (1) Inspect and approve for
return to service any aircraft or related part after a major repair or major
alteration to it in accordance with Part 43 of the Federal Air Regulations, if the
work was done in accordance with approved technical data; (2) Perform an annual,
or perform or supervise a progressive inspection according to Part 43.
Obviously, a maintenance technician who has the Inspection Authorization has the
greatest marketability to employers. Many of our instructors have the Inspection
Authorization and use that knowledge and expertise in teaching our students.
During the IA renewal course in Ypsilanti, the FAA honored one of our instructors
with the Charles Taylor award. The Charles Taylor Award is the most prestigious
award presented by the FAA to an aviation maintenance technician. The award,
named in honor of Charles Taylor, the first aviation mechanic in powered flight,
recognizes the lifetime accomplishments of aircraft mechanics. Charles Taylor
served as the Wright brothers' mechanic and is credited with designing and building
the engine for the 1903 Wright Flyer, the first aircraft to achieve heavier-than-air
flight. The purpose of the award is to recognize individuals who have exhibited
professionalism, skill, and aviation expertise for at least 50 years in the aircraft
maintenance profession as "master mechanics."
Eugene Comer, our instructor honored with the Charles Taylor award, has over 56
years of experience in the aviation maintenance industry. Gene began his aviation
maintenance career in 1963 by attending the Spartan School of Aeronautics and
Technology in Tulsa, OK. After graduation, he was awarded the FAA Airframe and
Powerplant certificate and subsequently the FAA Inspection Authorization rating.
He has owned his own business on two different occasions and has maintained a
variety of aircraft ranging from small single engine airplanes to modern, large jet
aircraft. Gene also worked in aviation management over 30 years as a Director
of Maintenance for a large air freight operation, and as a manager for a large piston
engine overhaul company. Gene also has over 3,000 flight hours in a variety of
aircraft. Gene joined Lansing Community College in 2015 and currently serves as
an instructor teaching in all areas of the program.
Gene typifies the highly skilled, technically proficient instructors we have teaching
in our program. Our instructors average over 35 years' experience in the aircraft
maintenance industry, both civilian and military. Employers who visit our students
commend us for the excellence in instructional leadership we provide. We welcome
you to visit our facility any time and see the high quality of our program.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Public Schools Seeks Operating Millage Renewal
Residents will be asked to vote on the renewal of the non-homestead property tax in May
On the May 7, 2019 ballot, Mason residents will be asked to consider the renewal of a 10-year
operating millage which was passed in 2010. The millage, which will expire with the 2019 levy, is an
18-mill non-homestead property tax millage. This non-homestead operating millage is not paid by
homeowners on their primary residences. This is a renewal of a tax paid on non-homestead property
including industrial, commercial, business, rental and second homes.
This millage is not connected in any way to the bond that was passed in the fall of 2017 nor the
sinking fund millage that was passed in spring of 2016. This operating fund millage is connected to
State Foundation Grant funding only.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki noted, "This is not a new tax. It represents a renewal of millage
that will expire with the 2019 levy and a restoration of millage lost because of the reduction
required by the "Headlee" amendment." He added, "this amendment limits increases to the rate of
inflation and automatically "rolls back" the tax millage rate."
Legally, schools must levy 18 mills on non-homestead properties across the state. One mill
represents $1 for every $1,000 of taxable value on property. Without this non-homestead millage
renewal, all of the Mason Public Schools' operating millage would be reduced to zero when the
current authorization expires with the 2019 levy. The 18 mills is projected to provide $3,500,000 of
tax revenues.
Drzewicki said, "renewal of the millage will give the district the continued ability to collect the full
state funding for our schools. These dollars are critical for the operations of the district."

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a reminder it's time to register for the ACS Relay for Life.
This year the email address
is http://www.relayforlife.org/greaterlansingMI.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------

Hearts of Fun Playground
Heartwood School continues
fundraising efforts to build an
inclusive "Hearts of Fun
Playground" that focuses on the
needs of all children, regardless
of disability. During non-school
hours, this playground will be
open and available for community use. Ingham ISD will
host a 5k Run, Walk and Roll on April 20 and a Golf
Scramble on June 12 at Eldorado in Mason. We hope
you can join participate! #InghamImpact
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just $25 -- a punch card for our most popular
Chamber networking events!
Save $12! NOW AVAILABLE!
Buy at the Chamber office right now!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community
events! Signup.com MACC Group Link:

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC
Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one today!
Check out all the values at the website.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 47-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
publishes its "MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of
each month. This hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events
and programs, new Chamber members, news from member businesses and
organizations, and more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy
sharing or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the
Chamber has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional
manner with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key decisionmakers in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for
Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of
the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is delivered by the post
office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th
of the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and
submissions are edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in
Motion UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is
forwarded to all who have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber,
provided they are associated with a Chamber member, are a Chamber
volunteer, or are a select stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for
the .pdf copies of the printed and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is
included on the website. A .pdf copy of this UPDATE newsletter is also available
to all at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters"
tab. Deadline is the 10th of the month for all UPDATE submissions. All items
submitted are included, subject to minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who
have e-mail addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at
most. Of course, those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more
frequent information e-mailed to them.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org
TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to:masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

