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LEADERSHIP CIRCLE MEMBERS ARE PROMINENT BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS. OUR
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Public Schools Unveils New Robotics Center
Late last month, Mason Public Schools (MPS) cut the ribbon to officially unveil the new Robotics
Center located inside Mason High School. MPS is continuing to enhance and grow robotics at every
age level and through this investment, students will have access to a state-of-the-art space to learn
about robotics as well as compete in robotics competitions.
Last fall, a proposal was put together to enhance an underutilized space within the High School to
build a place where students could participate in robotics programs and clubs and practice for
competitions. The Robotics Center will allow students to put their academics to the test and utilize
science, technology, engineering and math skills as well as apply creativity to their designs. The
space now features new fabrication equipment and a full size FIRST Robotics field for practice. The
Robotics Center will be available for use by the high school robotics club, the Tractor Technicians,
the middle school robotics club, the Tractor Technicians in Training as well as elementary clubs.
"Mason is a leader in Robotics and this new space will further enhance our offerings for students,"
said Ronald Drzewicki, Ed.S., Mason Public Schools Superintendent. "We are grateful for the
continuing support of our community."
Ben Shoemaker, Mason High School teacher and advisor to the Robotics Team said, "We are excited
to utilize this robotics center to grow the current robotics classes and FIRST Robotics programs in
Mason. This new space will allow the FIRST Robotics teams to build their designs and practice as
well as provide support to other mid-Michigan robotics teams to practice and collaborate with each
other."
The Board of Education approved the plan in November 2018 and construction on the space began
immediately. The improvements and renovations to the Robotics Center are paid by general and
sinking fund dollars.

------------------------------------------------------------

Save The Date... Tire
Collection Events
The Ingham Conservation District and Ingham
County Health Department are pleased to
offer two opportunities to dispose of your
unwanted, non-commercial tires.
IC Health Dept. Collection -- May 11th 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Ingham CD Collection -- June 1st 8:00 am - 1:00 pm.
Those looking to drop off tires, must be Ingham County residents. If
you or your organization are able to volunteer for the June 1st event,
please Contact ICD. A limited number of oversize tires will be accepted
at the Ingham CD event, but residents MUST pre-register those tires
with the ICD office prior to drop-off. More information on this event
will be available soon.

--------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION CHAPTER 55 AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
The Experimental Aircraft Association-Chapter 55 of Mason has named five
students as recipients of their Newberry Aviation Scholarship for 2019. Aaron Taylor
and Anthony Guthrie are students in the Flight Training Program at Eastern
Michigan University. They were each awarded a scholarship in the amount of $600.
Alisia Lira was awarded a scholarship in the amount of $1,500 and Darian Balser was
awarded a scholarship in the amount of $1,000. Alisia and Darian are both students
in the Lansing Community College School of Aviation Technology located at Mason
Jewett Field, Mason, MI.
EAA Chapter 55 has a long standing commitment to support educational
opportunities for students seeking aviation careers. These students were chosen
based on a combination of academic achievement and defined goals for the future.
The Chapter raises funds to support their scholarship program by hosting a pancake
breakfast in June and Mason Aviation Day in August. Additional information about
the chapter and their fund raising events can be found at
the www.eaa55.orgwebsite.

Pictured (L-R): Alisia Lira, Doug Koons (Scholarship Committee Member) and Darian Balser.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ASK Named One of 2019 Tech
Elite Solution Providers by CRN®
Application Specialist Kompany (ASK) announced today that CRN®, a brand of The
Channel Company, has named ASK to its 2019 Tech Elite 250 list. This annual list
honors a select group of North American IT solution providers that have earned the
highest number of advanced technical certifications from leading technology
suppliers, scaled to their company size. These companies have distinguished
themselves with multiple, top-level IT certifications, specializations, and partner
program designations from the industry's most prestigious technology providers.
To compile this annual list, The Channel Company's research group and CRN editors
work together to identify the most customer-beneficial technical certifications in
the North American IT channel. Companies who have earned these elite
designations- which enable solution providers to deliver premium products, services
and customer support-are then selected from a pool of online applicants.
ASK believes in the importance of ongoing training and skill development,
especially with how rapidly the technology industry changes. ASK has training and
development programs in place for its staff to learn new technologies and to
enhance existing knowledge. Through mentorship, job shadows, seminars, and
digital studies, ASK's staff can cross-train one another and expand their skillsets.
"CRN's Tech Elite 250 list recognizes solution providers with extensive technical
knowledge and premier certifications," said Bob Skelley, CEO of The Channel
Company. "Pursuit of vendor certifications and broader skill sets in a wide range of
technologies and IT practices, proves a solution provider is committed to delivering
maximum business value from those technologies and giving their customers the
highest level of service."
"Training has always been important to us at ASK," said Mike Maddox, president and
CEO of ASK. "Iron sharpens iron and with training programs in place, our staff
becomes stronger individuals and stronger as a team. It's impossible for us to stay
on the leading edge of technology without training programs in place. I firmly
believe that we've gotten to where we are today because we've invested in our
staff and in personal and professional development." Coverage of the Tech Elite 250
will be featured in the April issue of CRN, and online
at www.CRN.com/TechElite250.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MOCK INTERVIEWS HELP NEEDED AT
WTC
Students from the New Media Program at the Wilson Talent
Center (formerly known as the Capital Area Career Center) in Mason
need your help. Students are in this program for 1 or 2 years and they
study photography, digital film, graphic design and
audio. The WTC helps their students with their next steps in life by
offering mock interviews for them with people from the industry.
If you are in a similar industry, is there any way that you or someone
from your company could help out? On Thursday, May 2, 2019 the mock
interviews will be held 8-10:40 AM and 11:50 AM -2:15 PM at the Wilson
Talent Center in Mason. If you or someone you know can help during
the morning or afternoon (or BOTH) shifts on May 2, please contact
dstump@inghamisd.org or 517-244-1382. MACC member Twisted Fiber
Art has already committed to help at both sessions. Call Deb Stump for
your opportunity to assist these students.
Sample interview questions will be provided. You will simply need to
ask each student questions as if the student was interviewing for an
entry-level position within this career field. The students will be
prepared with a portfolio to help answer the questions. Then, give the
student feedback on their work and about such things as body
language, tone of voice, confidence, and even technical advice on their
work. Some of these students are also looking for summer jobs and/or
internships, so if your company is in need of workers please let Deb
Stump know and the students who are interested will interview with
you.
You may also contact the WTC to participate in their Tuesday, April
30th Programming and Cybersecurity mock interviews. If businesses
would like interns or summer help for either of these types of positions,
it would be a great opportunity.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------We are looking for people who would like to be a docent at
the Mason Area Historical Society's Pink School (a one room
school that was built in 1854). If you are interested call
Marie Coughlin at (517) 977-4055.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Henry Ford to Build Outpatient
Surgery Center in Grass Lake
Henry Ford Allegiance Health has finalized the purchase of a 40-acre parcel of land on Mt. Hope
Road in Grass Lake. Immediate plans for the property include the construction of an outpatient
surgery center that will serve as a hub for procedures that allow the patient to return home the
same day.
Henry Ford Allegiance Health president and CEO Georgia Fojtasek said, "This announcement
represents a continued investment by Henry Ford Health System in the communities we serve. When
complete, our new outpatient surgery center will give patients in our region expanded access to
safe, affordable care from outstanding surgeons trained in the latest techniques."
Future uses of the site will likely include the expansion of other outpatient services. There is no
timeline for those decisions at present.

------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------Join the 16th Annual Independents Week -Start Your Outreach Planning Now!
Mason Area Independent Business Alliance members are looking ahead to the first week of
July. Independents Week celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit and freedom our local
businesses embody and provides a platform to help you generate positive attention for
local entrepreneurs in the media, local government, and public alike. Many local groups
have used the campaign as a debut initiative!
AMIBA (MAiBA and MACC are affiliated with AMIBA) makes it easy for you to seize the
opportunity with a huge library of local activity examples, "how-tos" and free templates for
posters, graphics and more. Start here!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

MASON PUBLIC SCHOOLS' BOARD
APPROVES TECHNOLOGY BIDS FOR DISTRICT
At the Mason Public Schools Board of Education meeting on March 11, the Board approved
bids for cabling and multimedia systems upgrades throughout the district, which is part of
Phase 1 of the Capital Improvement Project. The total bid award was $337,700. The
contractors selected were Datacom Group for low voltage cabling and Digital Age
Technologies for multimedia systems.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki said, "Mason Public Schools has done significant work
already to improve technology, including increasing the district's wireless access points from
112 to 370 last year. Continuing to build out the quality of our technology will benefit all of
Mason's buildings including the ones under renovation through the Capital Improvement
Project. The support of our community is appreciated."
Details regarding the current status of projects funded by the 2017 bond can be found on
the Mason Public Schools Capital Improvement Projects website.

-----------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------

GLCVB Membership Moment –
The Dreaded Word: Networking
by Melissa Nay
NETWORKING - Does this word literally make you
cringe? You are not alone! It still makes me
cringe to this day, yet I know it is a critical part
of my job, as it is for most of us in the
Hospitality Industry. I really find it hard to
believe that there are some people who actually
thrive on networking and simply aren't happy
unless they're meeting new people constantly.
At the risk of being over simplistic, I see two
types of people when it comes to networking.
You've got your introverts; the 'I want to stay
home and be alone' and then there's the
Extroverts; the 'I'm bored unless I'm meeting
new people and I love to feed off everyone's
energy!' Personally, I am in introvert by nature.
Networking can be scary and hard for me, but I fight through the fear and get out
there because I know it's important.
I always find that networking is easier
when I know there will be some
familiar faces in the room that I can
talk to. I also go in with a single
mission in mind. "I am going to meet
this person today." Or "I am going to
walk out with 3 new business cards of
people I did not know." Making it a
personal challenge gets me motivated
and I always find afterwards that it's
not the root canal I was afraid it might
be, in fact it can really be fun.
Is it out of your comfort zone to work
the room at a networking event? Come
find me at our next mixer or event! I
will talk to you! I will introduce you to people! I will do whatever I need to make
you feel welcome. We are in this together!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mason Public Schools Seeks Operating Millage Renewal
Residents will be asked to vote on the renewal of the non-homestead property tax in May

On the May 7, 2019 ballot, Mason residents will be asked to consider the renewal of
a 10-year operating millage which was passed in 2010. The millage, which will
expire with the 2019 levy, is an 18-mill non-homestead property tax millage. This
non-homestead operating millage is not paid by homeowners on their primary
residences. This is a renewal of a tax paid on non-homestead property including
industrial, commercial, business, rental and second homes.
This millage is not connected in any way to the bond that was passed in the fall of
2017 nor the sinking fund millage that was passed in spring of 2016. This operating
fund millage is connected to State Foundation Grant funding only.
Superintendent Ronald Drzewicki noted, "This is not a new tax. It represents a
renewal of millage that will expire with the 2019 levy and a restoration of millage
lost because of the reduction required by the "Headlee" amendment." He added,
"this amendment limits increases to the rate of inflation and automatically "rolls
back" the tax millage rate."
Legally, schools must levy 18 mills on non-homestead properties across the state.
One mill represents $1 for every $1,000 of taxable value on property. Without this
non-homestead millage renewal, all of the Mason Public Schools' operating millage
would be reduced to zero when the current authorization expires with the 2019
levy. The 18 mills is projected to provide $3,500,000 of tax revenues.
Drzewicki said, "renewal of the millage will give the district the continued ability to
collect the full state funding for our schools. These dollars are critical for the
operations of the district."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a reminder it's time to register for the ACS Relay for Life.
This year the email address
is http://www.relayforlife.org/greaterlansingMI.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------

Hearts of Fun Playground
Heartwood School continues fundraising efforts to build an
inclusive "Hearts of Fun Playground" that focuses on the needs of
all children, regardless of disability. During non-school hours, this
playground will be open and available for community use. Ingham
ISD will host a 5k Run, Walk and Roll on April 20 and a Golf
Scramble on June 12 at Eldorado in Mason. We hope you can join
participate! #InghamImpact
--------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just $25 -- a punch card for our most popular
Chamber networking events!
Save $12! NOW AVAILABLE!
Buy at the Chamber office right now!

-----------------------------------------------------------------Find out about ALL the MACC volunteer opportunities at our community
events! Signup.com MACC Group Link:

http://signup.com/go/HWdffC
--------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------

Do you have your MACC
Member Value Card?
If not, stop by the Chamber office to get one
today! Check out all the values at the website.
---------------------------------------------------------------

Look ahead for upcoming events on:
www.masonchamber.org
AT THE HOME PAGE, CLICK ON THE
MASON AREA COMMUNITY

EVENTS CALENDAR

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Final Note:
Continuing a 47-year tradition, the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce
publishes its "MASON in Motion" printed and mailed newsletter near the end of
each month. This hard-copy newsletter has information about Chamber events
and programs, new Chamber members, news from member businesses and
organizations, and more - in a short four-page format. The several insert pages
included in the newsletter each month are designed to be removed for easy
sharing or posting within a business or organization. For this reason, the Chamber
has decided to continue distributing this newsletter in the conventional manner
with no opt-out. This also maintains value for limited advertising.
Advertising inserts are just $100 per insertion to reach 450 key decisionmakers in the Mason area. This newsletter is mailed to all contact people for
Chamber members, Chamber volunteers, and select stakeholders. A .pdf copy of
the newsletter is also available to all the same day it is delivered by the post
office at the Chamber's website www.masonchamber.org. Deadline is the 20th of
the month for all submissions. Items are included as space is available and
submissions are edited for space and consistency of the publication.
Since August of 2006, the Chamber also publishes a mid-month "MASON in
Motion UPDATE" newsletter electronically. This e-mailed newsletter is forwarded
to all who have submitted their e-mail addresses to the Chamber, provided they
are associated with a Chamber member, are a Chamber volunteer, or are a select
stakeholder. A link to the archive on the website for the .pdf copies of the printed
and mailed "MASON in Motion" newsletter is included on the website. A .pdf copy
of this UPDATE newsletter is also available to all at the Chamber's website
www.masonchamber.org under the "Newsletters" tab. Deadline is the 10th of the
month for all UPDATE submissions. All items submitted are included, subject to
minor editing for publication consistency.
It is the intention of the Chamber to limit broadcast e-mails to those who
have e-mail addresses submitted to the Chamber to 24 times per year at most. Of
course, those who are Chamber leaders and volunteers get much more frequent
information e-mailed to them.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEEL FREE TO FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER UPDATE TO OTHERS AND
INVITE THEM TO SEE OUR REGULAR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ONLINE
CLICK ON NEWS AT:

www.masonchamber.org

TO VIEW UPCOMING MASON AREA COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENTS
Click on Events at:

www.masonchamber.org
MACC distributes UPDATE in "Constant Contact." This "Mason in Motion Update" bulletin is
being sent to those who have e-mail addresses registered with the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce as contact people for Chamber members, associates of Chamber members, and
select Chamber stakeholders.
To be removed from this list automatically and permanently, do NOT reply to this email. Instead, use the UNSUBSCRIBE button or send a new e-mail with the word "unsubscribe"
in the subject line to:masonchamber@masonchamber.org
Also, whenever you know of anyone who isn't getting this, but should be getting this by e-mail,
just let us know. We'll be glad to add their e-mail address to the list!

FOR A .pdf FILE OF LAST MONTH'S PRINTED "MASON IN
MOTION" NEWSLETTER AND OTHER MASON AREA
COMMUNITY INFORMATION, GO ONLINE AND CLICK ON
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.MASONCHAMBER.ORG

