MASON in Motion
36TH SPRING FLING COURTHOUSE
SHOW FILLS UP EARLIEST EVER

The 36th annual “Spring Fling” Festival will take place in Mason May 2 through May 5 this
year, with the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s signature Courthouse Show being held
on Saturday, May 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Special events will be taking place all around
the Mason area during the Thursday through Sunday festival presented
by Dart Container Corporation. Go to the www.masonchamber.org
website and click on “Events” for the latest information.
Some events are weather dependent and a few of the activities have an admission charge.
Mason’s Spring Fling Festival starts on Thursday, with a National Day of Prayer breakfast
and evening service on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn, events at the Mason Library,
bingo at the Masonic Hall, and line dancing at the VFW 7309 Hall.
The 31st annual Commercial Bank Mason 5K Run/Walk will be on Friday, May 3. The
race starts at 7:00 p.m. on Maple Street, just north of the downtown’s Ingham County
Courthouse. This is a popular mid-Michigan race that attracts people from many
surrounding localities. The net proceeds benefit the Mason Public Schools Foundation.
The signature event of Mason’s Spring Fling begins
Saturday morning May 4, with the 36th annual Courthouse
Show downtown, sponsored by Maple Street Mall. The
show is held outdoors -- rain or shine on Saturday only from
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Elaine Ferris of the City of Mason, chair of the Mason Area Chamber
of Commerce’s Spring Fling and Down Home Days committee says that “this year’s show
filled up with vendors six weeks before and our estimates are that between 4,000 and 6,000
people attend this show each year.” She also notes that “the show features a mix of arts and
crafts, food vendors, community groups and
other booths.” This year the show filled the
earliest ever, probably due to easy online
vendor registration.
During the Courthouse Show, there is
entertainment at 1:00 p.m. on Maple Street
with the Shahira Dancers. A “Kids’ Korral”
children’s activity area sponsored by Beltone
and hosted by the City of Mason and Mason
Public Schools will be located near the west
Courthouse steps. Admission is charged for
the rides, some games, and bounce house.
Many more things happen on Saturday at other locations in Mason. The Mason
Firefighters Association will have a pancake breakfast from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
James M. Pelton Memorial Fire Station, 221 W. Ash Street. The Mason Area Historical
Society’s Museum, 200 E. Oak Street in Mason, will be open 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. MAHS will
also have the Pink School Museum open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Ash Street, just west
of Cedar Street.
The Rotary Club of Mason will have their annual duck race on Sycamore Creek next to
Lee Austin Park on Ash Street, just west of the Mason City Hall and across the street from
the fire station, at 12:30 p.m. Select Mason area businesses will also have their sidewalk sales
on Saturday, including expanded events at Michigan Barn Wood & Salvage, Sweetlees
Boutique, Mason Antiques District, Kean’s Store, and Maple Street Mall.
The festival concludes on Sunday, May 5. Mason’s Spring Fling organizers extend an
invitation to attend Sunday services at one of the many churches in the Mason area. Chamber
member churches are Mason First Presbyterian Church, Eden United Brethren Church,
St. James Catholic Church, Mason Community Church, Mason First Church of the
Nazarene, Fellowship Bible Church, Mason First United Methodist Church, All Saints
Lutheran, and Mason Assembly of God. Mason Assembly of God has a Spring Fling
party following their morning services. Mason Area Historical Society will have a meeting
and Antique Appraisal Fair at the Mason Area Historical Museum, 200 E. Oak Street in
Mason, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM on Sunday. Maximum three items with a charge of $5 for verbal
appraisals only. For more information on these and the many other Spring Fling events, go
to the www.masonchamber.org website.
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VOLUNTEER NOW FOR SPRING
FLING, CONCERTS AND MORE
We need you, your friends, your family, and
your co-workers to help out at our community
events, parades, and Chamber programs,
including our visitors’ center booths at the
Spring Fling Courthouse Show, the Outdoor
Expo at the Ingham County Fairgrounds,
the Fireworks Fun Bike Ride, Sun Dried
Music Fest, Down Home Days, and the
Ingham County Fair. We also need help
with summer and winter raffle ticket sales and
Thursday Night Live.
Event volunteer opportunities are open to all
associates and employees of Chamber
member companies and organizations. Those
unaffiliated may become associates with two
hours of volunteer time.
For more
information on where you fit in -- just call the
friendly staff at the Chamber office at (517)
676-1046 or you can e-mail them at
masonchamber@masonchamber.org.
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
Businesses are looking for prospective
employees with a combination of both
education and experience. The Wilson
Talent Center students receive the benefit of both. They invite you to
join them on Thursday, May 16th from 4:00-7:00 PM for WTC’s
annual Student Showcase at 611 Hagadorn Road in Mason. They’ll
highlight student accomplishments and share experiences with
community members, prospective students, business partners, parents
and the media. High School academic and college credit can be earned
in all programs. Check out more information at their website
www.inghamisd.org/wtc.
The Friends of the Mason Library will hold their annual Plant Sale
on Saturday May 18, 2019 from 9:00 AM to Noon at the Mason
Library, 145 W. Ash Street in Mason. Usually, heirloom tomato
plants, perennials, annuals, and house plants are available. Plant
donations for the sale are welcome. They should be dropped off at the
site on the morning of the sale. All donated plants should be labeled.
Mark your calendar! The Experimental Aircraft
Association Chapter 55 at Mason-Jewett Airport is
busy planning for their June 9th Dawn Patrol, August
17th Mason Aviation Day, and June, July, and August
Young Eagles. FYI: just since 2012 they’ve served well over 3,000
breakfasts, 400 steaks and 900 pork, brat and hotdog lunches. A
significant amount of time is donated by EAA Chapter 55 members
to make these events a success.

CONSIDER JOINING MASON AREA
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE
Did you know that the Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce has an
Independent
Business
Alliance
membership included at no additional
fee in your Chamber dues? The
Mason Area Independent Business Alliance or MAiBA, is a full
affiliate of the national American Independent Business
Alliance.
"Buy independent, buy local" campaigns are just the starting
initiatives to support local entrepreneurs and encourage vibrant
local economies. If you are a supporter of independent local
businesses, visit the MAiBA Facebook page or group -- or stop
by the MACC office to formally add your business to our local
alliance.

CHAMBER VOLUNTEER WINS RECOGNITION
Debbie Shattuck of the Maple Street Mall was the
winner in our latest monthly drawing for the
Chamber Volunteer Recognition Program. Her card
for volunteer service as a member of our Hometown USA
Committee was drawn from the fishbowl in the Chamber office.
Debbie wins a $25 MACC Gift Certificate good at most
Mason area businesses. The gift certificate this month was
sponsored by Fox 47 – Christine Mitchell. There will be open
months for your business or organization to sponsor a drawing
later this year. Call us to reserve your $25 sponsorship.
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________________________________________________________________________________________

THE MACC OFFICE AND
THE MASON AREA VISITORS
CENTER WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY,
MAY 27, 2019 FOR MEMORIAL DAY.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE MEMORIAL
DAY CEREMONY AND PARADE IN
DOWNTOWN MASON THAT MORNING.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

SPONSOR
OR
CONTRIBUTE
NEEDED ITEMS FOR MACC
EVENTS, RAFFLES & AUCTIONS

Businesses and organizations say that they join the
Chamber because of our networking and community
events. However, many members miss the members-only
opportunity to get visibility at those events. Many very
visible and important sponsorships are still available for
upcoming 2019 events.
Contact Doug Klein at
dougklein@masonchamber.org or at (517) 676-1046 to
find out what sponsorships are still available.
Our networking events attract hundreds of Chamber
business, civic and community leaders from throughout the
Mason area. Our community events, like our festival
shows, concerts, and parades, attract thousands from the
Greater Lansing area. Funds raised from events and
programs help offset the cost for membership programs
and community services and keep Chamber dues
affordable for all businesses.
Sponsors gain valuable exposure with recognition in ads,
newsletters, promotional posters, listings in the event
programs, and on the Chamber’s website. The limited
number of top level Presenting sponsorships offer the
greatest exposure at the events and in Chamber
publications. The many other sponsorship levels also offer
great visibility in event announcements and materials.
There’s a level for every business or organization at nearly
every event!
The Chamber is pleased to announce that the first tickets
are now ready for the 18th annual MACC Raffle. This year,
the prizes are themed merchandise and the tickets are only
$5.00 each. The annual fundraiser will be done in two
parts: a Summer Raffle with tickets available from May 4th
through August 8th and a Winter Raffle with tickets
available from September 21st through December 5th.
Chamber members can also play an important role in
events through promotional contributions of items needed
for raffle prizes, door prizes, and auctions throughout the
year. Contributions of all kinds, gift certificates and small,
inexpensive promotional items help raise significant funds
for the Chamber. We love to promote your business! Items
with your company or organization’s logo are most needed.
Auction and raffle items should have at least a $25 value.
To gain maximum exposure, contact the Chamber office
for how your business or organization can participate!
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MASON’S THURSDAY CONCERTS START WITH
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BANDS

MASON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
CFO WINS STATE AWARD
The Michigan School Business Officials (MSBO)
organization has recently announced the 2019 School
Business Official of the Year awardee as Cheryl
Wald, chief financial officer of Mason Public
Schools (MPS). She has been integral in the financial operations for
MPS since 2014.
Cheryl Wald played an active part in increasing the district’s bond
rating from an A to an A+ and significantly increasing the general fund
audited year-end fund balance from 4.8% in 2014 to 16.5% in 2018.
Under her leadership, the district has a strong state of financial health
as evidenced by the receipt of an unmodified audit opinion, achieving
the highest level of assurance possible. In addition, MPS has
continued to maintain a position in the lowest 8% of schools in the
state for total business and administrative costs per student, which is
an indicator of efficient operations.
“Mason Public Schools takes fiscal responsibility seriously in order
to maintain a strong level of trust and transparency with our
community and having Cheryl play a leadership role helps us achieve
our goals,” said Ronald Drzewicki, Ed.S., superintendent of Mason
Public Schools. “Her strong work ethic coupled with her devotion to
Mason Public Schools has allowed her to make a lasting positive
impact on the district.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We welcome the new owners of two long-time Chamber member
businesses! Sam Alagbari is the new owner of Signarama
Lansing East, taking over from Dale Kohlsmith. Rob Barnhill
is now the owner of Westside Deli, taking over from Kurt
Lawrence. We wish them both the best in their new endeavors!

Bring your lawn chairs
and blankets to downtown
Mason
on
Thursday
evening, May 23, and
enjoy the sounds of the
Mason Middle School and
Mason High School Jazz
Bands on the Ingham
County Courthouse lawn. The bands, under the direction of
Amber McRay and Beth Bousfield, will play beginning at 6:00
p.m. in a free concert, hosted by the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce and sponsored by Dart Container Corporation.
That evening, the MACC will be kicking off their fifteenth
season of “Thursday Night Live! Courthouse Concerts.”
Mason’s summer series of live musical entertainment is
presented by Independent Bank on eight select Thursday
evenings this year. The free outdoor concerts take place at 6:00
p.m. on the Ingham County Courthouse lawn in downtown
Mason on May 23, June 6 and 20, July 18, August 8 and 22, and
September 5 and 19, weather permitting.
Concessions sponsor Mason Optimist Club will be selling hot
dogs, chips and pop nearby, so families can enjoy a picnic dinner
during the concerts. Many concert-goers stop by restaurants and
stores in Mason before and afterwards. “The Chamber hosting
Thursday Night Live! Courthouse Concerts again is a way to
bring more fun and excitement to downtown Mason,” said Beth
Yeider of Independent Bank, chair of the committee organizing
the concerts.
She is especially happy this year since nearly all of the
performers are returning for encore performances. “We thank
our sponsors and volunteers and want to let folks know that we
can bring these concerts to our visitors and residents only
through their generosity and the assistance of the City of Mason
and Ingham County,” she added.
See the insert in this newsletter for all of the concert dates and
sponsors already on board. A few concert sponsorships are still
available. Call Doug Klein at 676-1046 to reserve or use the
form in the newsletter insert. All concerts are weather
permitting.
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Stop by the MACC’s
Hometown USA
Visitors Center Booth
at the Outdoor Expo
on Saturday, June 22nd
at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds anytime
between 10 AM
and 3 PM and get
your free prize playing

Ingham Trivia!
2019 MACC Board of Directors
Mike Waltz ……………………………………………………………...... President
Kiwanis Club of Mason
Melanie Squires ….……………………………………………….… Vice President
Dart Bank
Aaron Fiedler ………………..….…………….…………….…...…........... Treasurer
Fiedler Insurance Agency
Don Kill ………….……………………………………..….….……. Past President
Mason Optimist Club

Cheryl Benjamin ..................................................... Dart Container Corporation
Jeff Haueter .............................................................................. A&W Restaurant
Ryan Petty...................................................................... Weather Vane Roofing
Scott Ring ............................................................... MSU Federal Credit Union
Jamie Robinson ................................................... Darrell’s Market & Bestsellers
Debbie Shattuck ...................................................................... Maple Street Mall
Jodi Somerville ........................................... Mason Public Schools & MSE&TC
Don Waskiewicz .................................................................... Deep Blue Insights
Beth Yeider ............................................................................ Independent Bank

Doug Klein …... Executive Director
Victoria Bowerman …... Administrative Assistant
Hannah Warvel …. Program Assistant
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Mason Area Chamber of Commerce

18th Annual MACC Raffle
PRESENTED BY

ML#R52611

Come to the Raffle Drawing at 7:00 PM on Thursday,
August 9, 2018 on the west side of the Ingham County
Courthouse, 341 S. Jefferson in downtown Mason.
SIGNATURE SPONSORS

18th annual

MACC Raffle** Part A: Summer

1st Prize Package - Summer Smokin’

SPONSORED BY:
• Mason Rotary Club
• Star Associates
…and many other
MACC members
Full list available at
www.masonchamber.org

(Electric smoker, meat bundle, accessories, and more) valued at over $1000

-

-

2nd Prize Package - Summer Paddlin’
(Standing paddleboard, paddle, life jacket, and more) valued at over $600

3rd Prize Package - Summer Glidin’
-

(Outdoor patio glider, patio accessories, and more) valued at over $300

-

The 2019 MACC Raffle Part A: Summer is licensed event ML#R52611. Net proceeds
benefit the Chamber’s “Hometown USA” Fund for community events, identity, and
improvement programs. Thanks for your support of our community! At the drawing
on August 8, 2019, there will be a Thursday Night Live Courthouse Concert in the
same location starting at 6 PM featuring The Backwoods Band, that is presented by
Independent Bank. The drawing will take place shortly after 7:00 PM. See
www.masonchamber.org for raffle details and a full list of sponsors. Need not be
present to win. All tickets sold have an equal chance of winning the First Prize
Package. A random drawing from all remaining tickets sold will then be done for the
second and third prize packages.
**Before taxes, subject to federal withholding, all taxes are the responsibility of the winner.

Ticket Price $5.00 each ~ ONLY 4000 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

All Tickets Sold Have an Equal Chance of Winning the First Prize
Package! You need not be present to win.
051419djk

See Official Rules on the back...

PRESENTED BY

2019 MACC Raffle

PART A: SUMMER

The 2019 MACC Raffle Part A: Summer is a licensed event ML#R52611. Net
proceeds benefit the Chamber’s “Hometown USA” Fund for community events,
identity, and improvement programs. Thanks for your support of our community!
SIGNATURE SPONSORS

2019 MACC Raffle Rules:

**Before taxes, subject to federal withholding, all taxes are responsibility of the winner.

ML#R52611

The MACC Raffle** ticket price for 2019 is $5 per ticket to allow most people in our community
to participate in supporting the MACC “Hometown USA” Fund that provides for Mason area
community events, improvements, and promotions. Only 4000 tickets are available for sale.
The winning ticket holders need not be present to win the prize packages. The prize package
winners will be selected by random drawing from valid tickets sold.
The drawing will be conducted by a random drawing method shortly after 7:00 PM on August
8, 2019, on the west side of the Ingham County Courthouse, 341 S. Jefferson in downtown
Mason. Officials will place and verify numbered ticket stubs in a drum. These stubs will
represent all tickets sold. They will randomize the stubs in the drum and draw a ticket stub as
the winner of the first prize package.
The person who owns the raffle ticket corresponding to the first drawn stub will be the winner
of the First Prize Package. The Second Prize Package and Third Prize Packages will then be
drawn in a similar fashion from remaining tickets. The prizes will go to the “Ticket Holder of
Record” according to the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce (MACC). A “Ticket Holder of
Record” is defined as the individual person recorded who purchased the ticket from a MACC
individual representative.
The winners of the prize packages will take delivery no earlier than 11:30 AM on Monday,
August 12, 2019 at the Chamber office, 148 E. Ash Street in downtown Mason. While not
expected to be required, the prizes may be subject to Federal income tax withholding and
those monies may be subtracted from the prize and must be immediately paid to the IRS on
behalf of the winner.

No organizations or business entities may purchase or sell tickets,
unless in the name of specific individuals. No persons under age 18 may buy a
MACC Raffle Ticket, nor may they be a “Ticket Holder of Record”. If you transfer ownership of
your ticket, you must do so prior to July 31, 2019 and you MUST notify the Mason Area
Chamber of Commerce before that date. Buyers of tickets must pay for ticket purchases at
once, by cash, check, or VISA/MasterCard. Upon issuance of a ticket, all sales are final and
non-refundable. Only employees of the MACC are ineligible to buy raffle tickets. Until payment
is received, ownership of all tickets will remain with the MACC. Ticket holders and individual
ticket sellers will not hold the MACC responsible or liable for any accidents, theft, or damages
resulting from their participation in this raffle or the drawing event. Ticket holders, by
purchase of a ticket, agree to allow the Chamber to use their names, photos, and statements
in promotional materials. MACC may share ticket holder information with participating MACC
Raffle sponsors.
The purchase of one $5 MACC Raffle ticket entitles the “Ticket Holder of Record” to be present
at the site for the drawing of the prizes shortly after 7:00 PM on August 8, 2019. The Mason
Area Chamber of Commerce, and its records, will have the final word in all transactions and/or
disputes. There is paperwork for the prize winners that requires later processing to be
completed on Monday, August 12, 2019 after 11:30 AM at the MACC office, 148 E. Ash Street, Mason,
MI 48854.

Streetlights, that is!
This is the first year of another exciting three-year program
for our downtown area and our North Cedar streetlight
banners. You get the opportunity to have your business or
organization’s name on a very visible bottom dangler only
once every three years. New subscriptions will go from 2019
through 2021. This is a great way to show your community
support! Your business or organization’s name will be black
on a white dangler beneath the banner similar to the
example of Mason Area Chamber of Commerce‘s dangler at
right. (Also, see NEW OPTION above!)

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO GET SPECIAL
PRICING ON OUR 3-YEAR MASON AREA
2019-2021 BANNER PROGRAM!
If any danglers remain available after this year, the two-year price for 2020 & 2021
will be at a higher rate per year for both members and nonmembers of MACC. If
you’re not a Chamber member, this is also a great time to join. Dues per year are as
low as $100 for a basic membership. Just contact the Mason Area Chamber of
Commerce office today and let us know you want to be a part of the banner program
for 2019-2021. Please send your check made payable to MACC along with the
reservation form below or let us know if we should bill you later (Chamber members
only - Business level or higher).
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce - 148 E. Ash Street - Mason, MI 48854 - Phone: 676-1046
E-mail: masonchamber@masonchamber.org - Website: www.masonchamber.org

----------------------------------------------------------------------Please reserve a banner dangler for us in this special 2019-2021 program. Available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Our check is enclosed: $200 for MACC members or $300 for nonmembers
$50 additional for dangler option
Please bill us (Chamber members only - Business level or higher)

________________________________________________
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME -- AS YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR ON THE BANNER DANGLER

________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON AND PHONE NUMBER

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

