
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

INCOMING MASON AREA CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE  EXECUTIVE  NAMED 
 

   Sarah Russell has been selected by the 

board of directors of the Mason Area 

Chamber of Commerce as their incoming 

executive director.  She starts work on 

September 30, 2019.  MACC president 

Mike Waltz says, “I am confident she 

will do a great job for the Chamber.” 

   She is a Mason High School graduate 

and the daughter of Bruce and Christa 

Oesterle.  She lives in Mason with her 

three children who are attending 

Alaiedon Elementary School.  Sarah 

Russell has a bachelor’s degree in 

business administration with a 

concentration in entrepreneurship and small business management.  She 

also has a post graduate certificate in counseling.   

   Sarah Russell will join the other MACC staff members -- Victoria 

Bowerman, administrative assistant, and Hannah Warvel, program 

assistant.  The Chamber office and Hometown USA Visitors Center is 

located at 148 E. Ash Street, across from the Ingham County Courthouse 

in downtown Mason. 

   When Sarah Russell starts as executive director, the outgoing executive 

director Doug Klein will stay on as a part-time consultant until October 

26, 2019.  A reception for Doug Klein will be held as part of a “Chamber 

After-Hours” at Dart Bank headquarters, 368 S. Park Street in Mason, on 

Thursday, November 7, 2019 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  The community is 

invited to attend. 
 
 

2019 Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

Leadership Circle 
Douglas J. Klein, APR, CTA 

Luanne Dancer in honor of Shirley Richards 
Mike and Chris Waltz 

Dart Bank in memory of Rollin B. Dart 
 

 

Leadership Circle members are prominent business and community 
leaders.  Our MACC members value their commitment to strengthen 
our community with their leadership and support of the chamber's 

future. For information on how you, your business, or your 
organization may join the leadership circle, e-mail 

masonchamber@masonchamber.org 
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VOLUNTEER FOR THE UPCOMING 
MASON HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION 
  

   The Holiday season is closer than you 
think! On Friday, November 29th, the Mason 
Area Chamber of Commerce hosts the annual 
Mason Holidays Celebration.  Events will 
take place downtown around the Ingham 
County Courthouse square and at the 
Mason Area Historical Museum.  Santa 
Claus will be the featured celebrity in the 
lighted parade passing through the city 
streets.  The parade will be preceded by the 
lighting of the tree on the Ingham County 
Courthouse square by our Mason Citizen of 
the Year Kerry Minshall. 
   The Holidays Celebration team is looking 
for volunteers. If you would like to join in by 
helping at the event this year, contact the 
Chamber office from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
weekdays by e-mail or phone at 
masonchamber@masonchamber.org or at 
(517) 676-1046. Search for all of our many 
Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 
volunteer opportunities at the Signup.com 
http://signup.com/go/HWdffC website.  

https://www.masonk12.net/alaiedon


NEWS  OF  OUR  MEMBERS  
 

 

As the year winds down, you’ll want to take the 
opportunity to donate to the Mason Promise 
Scholarship fund.  Established in 2005, the 
Mason Promise Scholarship program provides support and 
scholarships to selected graduates of Mason Public Schools at Lansing 
Community College. Donate during “Bank & Credit Union Week” or 
contributions may be sent to the Mason Promise Scholarship Fund at 
the Capital Region Community Foundation, 330 Marshall Street, Suite 
300, Lansing, MI 48912, (517) 272-2870.   

 

With a “buy a brick” fundraiser in progress for a new 
grandstand that will benefit the Ingham County Fair, 
the Ingham County Fair Foundation will hold their 
annual membership meeting in the Fairgrounds 
Community Building on Monday, October 7th at 7:00 

p.m.  Join them and be a part of connecting with our community!  
 

Kids are invited to join MSUFCU at the 2019 
Teddy Bear Picnic on Saturday, October 5 from 11 
a.m. - 3 p.m., located across from the MSU 
Clinical Center on Field #3.  Bring your family’s favorite stuffed animal 
to this free event to learn about healthy lifestyles. Visit doctors at each 
booth to learn how to care for your stuffed animal and yourself, while 
participating in fun activities! Be sure to visit the MSUFCU booth for 
balloon animals, face painting, and more! 
 

“Coffee and Conversation” with State Representative Kara Hope will 
be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, October 14 at Bestsellers Books & 
Coffee, 360 S. Jefferson Street in downtown Mason.  For more 
information, contact karahope@house.mi.gov or call (517) 373-0587. 
 

Check out “Michigan’s Dark Past” with author Ron Sadler 
on Monday, October 14, 2019 at 7:00 PM at the Mason 
Area Historical Museum, 200 E. Oak Street.  Ron Sadler 
wrote “To Hell I Must Go” -- the story of “Michigan’s 

Lizzie Borden” (who lived in Williamston) and other tales of the scary 
side of our state. The public is welcome and there is no charge for 
admission. 
 

 
 
 

 

Look for all upcoming events, including  
Halloween events and times, on our website: 

http://business.masonchamber.org/events 
 

 

CONSIDER AUDITIONING FOR COMMUNITY 
THEATER COMING BACK TO MASON AREA 

This year, Generations Community Theater will be staging 

another production at the Mason Area Historical Museum in 

December.  They are now looking for actors and singers!  

Auditions will be on Monday, September 30 and Wednesday, 

October 2 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Mason Area Historical 

Museum on the corner of E. Oak and Barnes St.  There will be 

rehearsals three evenings a week (except Thanksgiving week). 

“North Pole Radio Hour: is a short play about an old 1940's style 

radio show with hosts, songs, cheesy commercials, and Santa 

Claus. The cast includes many singing parts – some in groups, 

some solo and parts that do not require singing.  Mark your 

calendars for the "North Pole Radio Hour" play coming up on 

December 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, & 15. 
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CANDIDATES NAMED FOR 2020 BOARD 
 

In accordance with the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce By-Laws, 

Article IV, Section 3, the Chamber membership is hereby notified of 

three seats on the Board of Directors that will become vacant after 

December 31, 2019.  A nominating committee consisting of Mike Waltz 

as chair, Don Kill, Melanie Squires, and Aaron Fiedler have selected a 

slate of nominees to fill those vacancies.  We thank the committee 

members for their service.  The people listed below are the nominees for 

the three seats for terms of three years that begin on January 1, 2020.  

Additional candidates for the Board may be nominated by petition 

bearing the signatures of the principals of at least 10 Chamber members 

in good standing, submitted to the Chamber office within 10 days of this 

notice.  If no petitions are filed, the persons listed in this notice shall be 

deemed elected by the membership and will be introduced at the 

Chamber’s annual meeting on Thursday, October 24, 2019 before the 

Good Morning, Mason program. The following nominees are principals, 

associates or employees of members of the Chamber in good standing 

and are hereby nominated for the three 2020-2022 vacancies: 

Mary Tressell – Dart Bank 

Vickie Vandenbelt – EAA Chapter 55 

Mark Voss – Mark Voss Agency 

    



 

 

8TH ANNUAL DOGGIE “TRICK OR 
TREAT”  DOWNTOWN  OCTOBER  26  
   

   This year you can, once 

again, participate in 

doggie trick or treat in 

downtown Mason. The 

Mason Area Chamber of 

Commerce will host its 

seventh annual “doggie 

trick or treat” event on 

Saturday, October 26th. 

The event will begin at 12 

noon and will last until 

after the costume contest, which occurs at 1:45 PM. The actual 

doggie trick-or-treating event will end at 1:30 PM. Net proceeds 

will benefit the Ingham County Animal Shelter in Mason, the 

presenting sponsor of the event. We raised over $500 in each of 

the last three years! 

    Pre-registration fee per dog is $8.00 before 3:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, October 24th at the 

Mason Area Chamber office 

and Visitors Center, 148 E. 

Ash Street in downtown 

Mason. The MACC Visitors 

Center is open from 9:00 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. Go to the events page 

at www.masonchamber.org 

website where registration 

may be completed online, and 

the registration form is available for download. Registered dogs 

will get their special event Halloween bandana at the MACC 

Visitors Center beginning at 11:30 a.m.  Dogs must have this 

bandana to receive treats. A list and map of participating 

businesses will be available to all registrants at check-in.   

    On Friday and on the day 

of the event, the registration 

fee will be $10.00 payable in 

person at the MACC Visitors 

Center. Dogs do not need a 

costume to trick or treat, but 

will be required to have their Halloween bandana, which is being 

sponsored by Verizon – Wireless Zone of Mason.  Select 

downtown businesses will give out dog treats between 12 noon 

and 1:30 p.m. Businesses and organizations welcoming dogs 

with treats will have a special sign posted.   

    Best costume contest judging begins at 1:45 p.m. sharp outside 

the Ingham County Courthouse, located at 341 S. Jefferson 

Street in downtown Mason. The judging is done by volunteers of 

the Ingham County Animal Shelter, with prizes for the top 

dogs.   
   Sponsorships for the prizes are still available.  Contact the 
Chamber office for more information. Downtown businesses will 
all be contacted on September 30th to sign up to sponsor as treat 
stops for the event. 

 
 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER:  
 

Please welcome the following new Chamber member:  
 

at the Business level: 
 

AMANDA’S  
GROOMING, LLC 

 

549 W. Ash Street – Mason, MI 48854 
amandasgrooming2017@gmail.com 

Phone: (517) 604-0894  
Amanda McNamara, Owner  

 

Amanda’s Grooming maintains your dog’s physical 

appearance, which involves brushing and cutting their 

fur, nail clipping, ear cleaning, bathing, drying, and 

styling your pet’s fur. 
 

 
 

2019 CHAMBER VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION CONTINUES 
 

   Jeff Oesterle of Little Creeks Cattle & Grain was the winner of 

last month’s Chamber Volunteer Recognition Program.  Jeff’s 

volunteer service on our Economic Development Committee was 

drawn from the fishbowl in the Chamber office on September 19th.  

Jeff wins a $25 MACC Gift Certificate good at many Mason area 

businesses.  
   The gift certificate this month was sponsored by Fox 47 – 
Christine Mitchell.  There will be open months for your business 
or organization to sponsor a drawing later this year. Call us to 
reserve your $25 sponsorship.  
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2019 MACC Board of Directors 

 
 

 

 

 

   Don’t get spooked into missing the next Good Morning, Mason! on 
Thursday, October 24th at the Community Building at the Ingham 
County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash Street, from 7:15 to 8:15 AM.  
Admission to the Halloween-themed event is just $5 for members 
and $8 for nonmembers and includes a continental breakfast catered 
by Mason A&W Restaurant. Good Morning, Mason! is presented 
by Dart Bank and sponsored this month by Greenstone Farm 
Credit. A short MACC Annual Meeting will precede the event.  
    “Meet and greet” during this early networking session over 
breakfast, coffee and juice.  Be the first to hear the local news right 
from those who make it.  Clip out and use the coupon that 
accompanies this article to come for free if you haven’t been at Good 
Morning, Mason! in the past year.  Or use it to convince someone to 
come along with you this time! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Waltz ……………………………………………………….….... President 

Kiwanis Club of Mason 
   Melanie Squires  ….……………………………………………… Vice President 

First National Bank of Michigan 

   Aaron Fiedler ………………..….…………….………………….......... Treasurer 
Fiedler Insurance Agency 

   Don Kill  ………….……………………………………..….…….  Past President 

Mason Optimist Club 
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 GOOD MORNING, MASON! 
 

This coupon entitles the 
bearer to one free admisson 
to the October 24, 2019 
Good Morning, Mason! at 
the Ingham County 
Fairgrounds Community 
Building at 7:15 AM, 
provided the bearer hasn’t 
attended GMM! in the past 
year. 

 GOOD MORNING, MASON! IS ON OCTOBER 24TH 

 

                      148 E. Ash Street 

                 Mason, Michigan  48854 
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www.masonchamber.org 

Cheryl Benjamin ..................................................... Dart Container Corporation 
Jeff Haueter ..............................................................................  A&W Restaurant 

Ryan Petty ......................................................................  Weather Vane Roofing 
Scott Ring ...............................................................  MSU Federal Credit Union 
Jamie Robinson ................................................... Darrell’s Market & Bestsellers 
Debbie Shattuck ...................................................................... Maple Street Mall 

Jodi Somerville ........................................... Mason Public Schools & MSE&TC 
Don Waskiewicz .................................................................... Deep Blue Insights 
Beth Yeider ............................................................................  Independent Bank 
 

 
Sarah Russell …... Executive Director 

Victoria Bowerman …... Administrative Assistant 

Hannah Warvel …. Program Assistant 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Be a part of the annual MACC 
Holiday Party & December Mixer! 
 

 

Please consider supporting the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual holiday party mixer which will be 

held on Thursday, December 5, 2019 from 5 to 7:30 PM at the Ingham County Fairgrounds Community 

Building, 700 E. Ash Street.  Expected attendance is 250, based on past years’ attendance, and is made up of local 

business owners and managers, associates of chamber members, and community leaders.  The proceeds of the 

event are used for our “Mason Values” program, which help us promote local businesses and the importance of 

keeping money in our community. Again this year, at the close of the mixer, we will also be doing our MACC 

Raffle drawing. The MACC Raffle benefits our community too, especially with Mason’s Christmas decorations. 
 

Businesses are asked for donations every day and the Chamber never asks for donations. Donations are made to 

charitable, cultural, and educational nonprofit organizations.  Instead, as a nonprofit business association, we ask 

your business for sponsorships – a value opportunity for your business that is exchanged for the sponsorship.  

There are many kinds of Chamber sponsorships available, but the special ones for the Holiday Party December 

Mixer are the Presenting Sponsorship, Supporting Sponsorships, Event Sponsorships, and the “Taste of Mason” 

sponsorships. We are grateful that MSU Federal Credit Union was our presenting sponsor last year and that 

Origami Brain Injury and Rehabilitation Center, Paul Davis Restoration and Remodeling, and Mason A&W 

Restaurant were supporting sponsors.  Our area restaurants, food/beverage businesses, and caterers are also 

valued sponsors, as they are being asked to provide food or beverages for about 250 people in the “Taste of 

Mason.”   

 

However, for this event, we also ask every Chamber member for contributions of products or services in our auctions 

and door prize drawings, which is another form of sponsorship.  All contributors realize the sponsorship value of 

having their name in event publicity, published in our newsletter, in e-mails before the party, and highlighted in 

signage and announcements at the party.   These silent and live auctions are really a great way to showcase your 

business’ goods and services that have a value of $25 to $600.  

 

If your business doesn’t have any items or services that can be a part of the auctions, you may choose to contribute 

items to our “Door Prizes” -- especially if you have a nice item with a logo imprint.  This is also a form of 

sponsorship. If the item your business contributes has a value of less than $25, you should consider contributing 

the item or items as door prizes.  Door prizes of all types are always welcome – and may be used all year long by 

the Chamber to promote your business. 
 

Of course, you, your family, and employees are all welcome to attend. Admission is $7 per person at the door.  If 

you have any questions don’t hesitate to call the Chamber office at (517) 676-1046.  The Mason Area Chamber of 

Commerce is a business association and non-profit organization under the Internal Revenue Service status 

501(c)(6).  Our tax ID number is 38-1988898 and your contribution may be claimed as a normal business 

promotional expense.  Call us today to be a part of this exciting event! 

 

Cordially,     Mike Waltz                 Jeff Haueter 
Mason Kiwanis Club   Mason A&W Restaurant 

2019 Chamber President   2019 Event Chair 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wish Doug Klein a happy retirement as our MACC Executive 
Director 2005-2019!  Come to our Chamber After-Hours and 
Member Mixer on Thursday, November 7, 2019 from 5:30 
PM until 7:30 PM at Dart Bank located at 368 S. Park Street 
in downtown Mason. 
 

All Mason area businesspeople and members of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 
are invited to stop by to enjoy networking, appetizers, and beverages with other local 
professionals and community leaders. "After-Hours" mixers are informal, and you are 
welcome to come for a short visit or to stay the entire time.   
 

 

Hosted by  
 
 

 

   

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

8th annual   Doggie Trick or Treat in Downtown Mason  
Hosted by the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce  
 

Presented by Ingham County Animal Control & Shelter 
 

Net proceeds benefit:  

Ingham County Animal Shelter in Mason 

http://ac.ingham.org/ 
 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

12 Noon to 1:30 PM 
• Registration per dog before 3 PM on Thursday, October 24, 2019 (form 

• below or at business.masonchamber.org/events) - $10 Registration per dog on the day 
of the event  

• Registration and Pre-Registration will be at the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce                                                       
Hometown USA Visitors Center, 148 E. Ash Street in downtown Mason, 9-3, M-F 

• Dogs do not need a costume (just the bandana provided at registration) to  
Trick or Treat between 12 Noon and 1:30 PM 

• Businesses and organizations welcoming dogs for trick or treat will have a sign posted.  
A list and map will be provided at the MACC Visitors Center 

• Please respect wishes and keep your dog outside when requested  

• The first 100 dogs to register and check in get a special event Halloween Bandana   
sponsored by a member of the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce 

• Judging begins promptly at 1:45 PM for Best Doggie Costume Contest outside the downtown Ingham County Courthouse. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTE: Dogs must be people and pet friendly. Dogs must be current on rabies and distemper-parvo vaccinations. Dogs must remain on leash during 
all the hours of the event at all times. Cleaning up after your dog is mandatory. By submitting the form below or signing up online, you agree to 
hold the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, Ingham County, the City of Mason, Ingham County Animal Control & Shelter, volunteers, other 
participants, and participating businesses and organizations harmless to liability by being a part of this event. Also, by your participation, you are 
informing us that your dog is people and dog/pet friendly.  
 

 

    Mail form below with cash or check made out to MACC at 148 E. Ash Street, Mason, MI 48854 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Owner’s Name: ______________________________________________________    Pre-Registering  $8  ❑   

Address: __________________________________________________________  Registering the day of the event  $10 ❑    

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ E-Mail: ________________________________________   

Dog’s Name: ___________________________ Breed: _______________________________ Age: ________ 

Signature (also of parent or adult guardian if under 18 years of age): _______________________________________________ 
 

 

 DTorT 2019 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


